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GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   JOSEPH    REED. 

Cambbid&k,  t  April,  1776. 
Deak  Sik, 

By  the  express  which  I  sent  to  Philadelphia  a  few 
days  ago.  1  wrote  you  a  few  liasty  lines  ;  I  have  little 
time  to  do  more  now,  as  I  am  hurried  in  despatching 
one  brigade  after  another  for  New  York,  and  pre- 
paring for  my  own  departure  by  pointing  out  the 
duties  of  those  that  remain  behind  me. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  in  these  parts, 
since  my  last,  unless  it  be  the  resignations  of  Generals 
Ward  and  Fr>',  and  the  rcassumption  of  the  former, 
or  retraction,  on  account  as  he  says,  of  its  being  dis- 
agreeable to  some  of  the  officers.  Who  those  officers 
are,  I  have  not  heard  ;  1  have  not  enquired.  When 
the  application  to  Congress  and  notice  of  it  to  me 
came  to  hand,  1  was  disarmed  of  interposition,  be- 
cause it  wa.s  put  upon  the  footing  of  duty,  or  con- 
science, the  General  being  persuaded  that  his  health 
would  not  allow  him  to  take  that  share  of  duty  that 
his  office  required. 

The  officers  to  whom  the  resignation  is  disagreea- 
ble, have  been  able,  no  doubt,  to  convince  him  of  his 
mistake,  and  that  his  health  will  admit  him  to  be  alert 
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and  active.  I  shall  leave  him  till  he  can  determine 
yea  or  nay,  to  command  in  this  quarter.  General 
Fry,  that  wonderful  man,  has  made  a  most  wonderful 
hand  of  it.  His  appointment  took  place  the  nth 
January' ;  he  desired  ten  days  ago,  that  his  resignation 
might  take  place  the  nth  April.  He  has  drawn 
three  hundred  and  seventj'-five  dollars,  never  done 
one  day's  dutj-,  scarce  been  three  times  out  of  his 
house,  discovered  that  he  was  too  old  and  too  infirm 
for  a  moving  camp,  but  remembers  that  he  has  been 
young,  active  and  ver^'  capable  of  doing  what  is  now 
out  of  his  power  to  accomplish  :  and  therefore  has 
left  Congress  to  find  out  another  man  capable  of 
making,  if  possible,  a  more  brilliant  figure  than  he 
has  done ;  add  to  these  the  departure  of  Generals 
Lee  and  Thomas,  taking  some  little  account  of 
S[pencer]  and  H[owe  ?].  and  then  form  an  opinion  of 
the  G[enera]ls  of  this  army,  their  councils.  &C:.' 

Your  letter  of  the  1 5th  ultimo  contained  a  very- 
unfavorable  account  of  the  Carolinas,  but  I  am  glad 
to  find  by  the  subsequent  one  of  the  23d,  that  the 
prospect  brightens,  and  that  Mr.  Martin's  first  at- 
tempt, (through  those  universal  instruments  of  tyranny, 
the  Scotch,)  hath  met  with  its  deser\'ed  success.*    The 


'  "  Thomas,  I  presume  you  know,  is  made  ■  Major  Geoeral.  and  ordered  to 
Canada,  where  <dd  Woosier  tr«s  ihroiring  even-  thing  into  •ronfusion,  and  a 
mperior  officer  was  necci&aiT  10  keep  ihc  peace.  1  do  not  macfa  like  their  thus 
taking  away  the  men  in  whom  you  can  mosi  trust  ;  but  your  camp  i<  (roasidered 
a  school,  and  1  fear  the  serricc  will  require  all  their  separated  attention  and 
ability." — Rttd tc  tt'askim^U^m,  15  March.  1776. 

-  Maitin  had  fcpresmled  that  a  force  of  three  or  four  thousand  loyal  men 
coold  be  nused  in  the  Carolinas,  and  sent  his  agent  Alexander  Maclean  into  the 
back  conntnr  aathoruing  some  of  the  inhabitants,  chiefly  Scotch,  10  fonn  an 
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GEORGE  WASHING  TON, 


old  proverb,  of  the  first  blow  being  half  the  battle, 
cannot  better  apply  than  in  these  instances,  the  spirits 
of  the  vanquished  being  depressed  in  proportion  as 
the  victors  get  elated. 

I  am  glad  to  find  my  camp  equipage  in  such  for- 
wardness ;  I  shall  expect  to  meet  it.  and  I  hope  yoii, 
at  New  York,  for  which  place  I  am  preparing  to  set 
out  on  Thursday  or  Friday  next. 

The  accounts  brought  by  Mr.  Temple,'  of  the  favora- 
ble disposition  in  the  Ministry  to  accommodate  matters, 
does  not  correspond  with  their  speeches  in  Parliament ; 
— how  then  does  he  account  for  their  inconsistency  ?  If 
the  commissioners  do  not  come  over  with  full  and 
ample  powers  to  treat  with  Congress,  I  sincerely  wish 
they  may  never  put  their  feet  on  American  ground, 
as  it  must  be  self-evident,  (in  the  other  case,)  that 
they  come  over  with  insidious  intentions:  to  distract, 
divide,  and  create  as  much  confusion  as  possible  ; 
how  then  can  any  man,  let  his  passion  for  reconcilia- 
tion be  never  so  strong,  be  so  blinded  and  misled,  as 
to  embrace  a  measure  evidently  designed  for  his 
destruction  ?  No  man  does,  no  man  can,  wish  the 
restoration  of  peace  more  fervently  than  I  do,  but  I 
hope,  whenever  made,  it  will  be  upon  such  terms,  as 
will   reflect  honor  upon  the  councils  and  wisdom  of 

' '  «my  "  Xq  b«  tinder  ih«  command  of  Donald  Macdonatd.  Al  tlie  appolnled 
in  FcVitoaij".  A  force  far  inferior  in  numbers  to  what  liatt  been  ]iTomitiCicl, 
iblcd  at  CrofiB  Crvck  (now  Fa^cttcviUc!,  «nd  marchmf  towards  WUmiDston 
I  net  And  defeated  urllh  great  tovt  nii  the  S7th  r>f  February  al  Mnore'i  Creek. 
I>r  a  body  nf  Carolinjanx  under  Richard  Caiwell.  Sff  CerrtsfoHJnuf  of  Gtorgt 
ftt.  vntM  L^ni  AV«rtA,  i.,  376. 

'  Robert  TeropJe.    See  Janet,  Hiit»>j*f  Nmi  Ywk  dHfinj^tke  Revvhttionary 
War.  i.,  85. 
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America.  With  you,  I  think  a  change  in  the  Ameri- 
can representation  necessar)' ;  frequent  appeals  to  the 
people  can  be  attended  with  no  bad,  but  may  have 
verj-  salutarj-  effects.  My  country-men  I  know,  from 
their  form  of  government,  and  steady  attachment 
heretofore  to  royalty*,  will  come  reluctantly  into  the 
idea  of  independence,  but  time  and  persecution  bring 
many  wonderful  things  to  pass :  and  by  private  let- 
ters, which  I  have  lately  received  from  Virginia,  I 
find  "  Common  Sense  "  is  working  a  powerful  change 
there  in  the  minds  of  many  men.' 

The  four  thousand  men  destined  for  Boston  on  the 
5th,  if  the  ministerialists  had  attempted  our  works  on 

'•  Coload  Reed  had  wnnea.  Mvcb  3d  : — "  NonriUuundmg  ibe  act  of  Par- 
liameiit  for  scuiiig  onr  ptopertj,  and  a  ihoosaiid  otbcr  proofs  of  a  biner  and 
UieujucilAble  spirit,  there  is  a  strange  rrlnctaiu^  is  the  miads  of  maar  to  cat 
i]ie  kact,  which  ties  bs  to  Great  Britain,  particnlarh-  in  this  coloar  and  to  the 
soathward.  Though  no  man  of  onderstaDding  eapect»  ut  good  from  the  ccan- 
misaoaen,  ret  ihejr  are  for  w^ting  to  hear  their  ptof>oi$ats.  before  ther  declare 
oS.  Hovercr.  yesterdar  I  was  icforaaed.  that  tetters  had  been  fcnt  to  Fiance,  to 
know  what  enoxiiagcincnt  we  might  expect  frtqn  thai  quarter.  Oar  coast  is 
ret  clear  ;  it  is  a  gc4den  oppomuiitT  to  make  provisian  for  the  war.  whidi  I 
hope  »-ill  cot  be  ks."  .^gain.  March  15th  : — '■  We  ererr  moment  expect  to 
hear  of  these  geatrr's  arriral  :  tbey  are.  if  possible,  to  treat  with  the  Asj*m- 
Uies.  but  if  thai  cassoc  be  ob:aii:cd.  then  with  Congresf.  A  little  time  wiQ 
«how  wha;  we  are  io  erpect  from  this  new  prvject.  For  mv  p^rt  I  cjn  see 
nothing  to  be  hoperi  from  it  :  bnt  it  ha^  laid  faM  hold  of  some  here,  acd  made 
its  imprtt^nons  03  the  C'^^gresf.  It  is  sai-i  the  Virginians  are  so  jilanned  with 
the  idea  of  iade7>ccie=>:e.  -.hat  they  hare  se=:  Mr.  BTa.\to=  on  par.xtte  to  torn 
the  TOte  .>f  that  cixost.  :i  anv  .^nesiioc  eo  that  w;b;e\t  sh-.'vlt!  oome  before 
Coogresi-  To  tell  tcc  the  tratb.  ucy  dear  Str.  I  am  innnitdy  more  afraid  of 
these  cotnmiisicmers,  than  of  their  gererals  icd  armies.  If  their  propcwirions 
are  pianable.  asd  behavior  artful.  I  am  apprehessjie  they  will  civide  u-'- 
Tbere  is  to  mnch  sa<pic:or.  i=  Congress,  and  so  much  party  oa  ttus  ^abject,  that 
very  little  more  fne!  is  re^jsited  to  kisdle  the  Aame.  It  is  high  time  for  the 
colonies  to  begin  a  gradval  change  cf  delegates,  riivaie  pi>^ce,  piejudice,  and 
sBipicioB  wili  make  their  way  into  the  breas:*  of  even  good  me=  sitting  long  in 
4Bch  a  cooncil  as  ours  ;  and  whcoecex  that  i»  the  case,  their  delfbention«  will 
be  di«nrbe<!.  ar-^  the  TnMi^  interest  ^>f  ■.-rcrrK  will  suffer." 


Dorchester,  or  the  lines  at  Roxbury,  were  to  have 
been  headed  by  Old  Put.  But  he  would  have  had 
pretty  easy  work  of  it.  as  his  motions  were  to  have 
been  regTjlated  by  signals,  and  those  signals  from 
appearances.  He  was  not  to  have  made  the  attempt, 
unless  the  town  had  been  drained,  or  very  considera- 
bly weakened  of  its  force. 

I  believe  I  mentioned  in  my  last  to  you,  that  all 
those  who  took  upon  themselves  the  style  and  title 
( in  Boston)  of  government's  men,  have  shipped  them- 
selves off  in  the  same  hurry,  but  under  greater  disad- 
vantages than  the  king's  (I  think  it  idle  to  keep  up 
the  distinction  of  jiiinisterial)  troops  have  done,  being 
obliged  in  a  manner  to  man  their  own  vessels ;  seamen 
not  being  to  be  had  for  the  king's  transports,  and 
submit  to  all  the  hartlshi^js  that  can  be  conceived. 
One  or  two  of  them  have  committed  what  it  would 
have  been  happy  for  mankind  If  more  of  them  had 
done,  long  ago  ;  the  act  of  suicide.  By  all  accounts 
a  more  miserable  set  of  beings  does  not  exist  than 
these  ;  taught  to  believe  that  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  was  almost  omnipotent,  and  if  it  was  not, 
that  foreign  aid  was  at  hand,  they  were  higher  and 
more  insulting  in  their  opposition  than  the  regulars 
themselves.  When  the  order  issued  therefore  for 
embarking  the  troops  in  Boston,  no  electric  shock,  no 
sudden  flash  of  lightning,  in  a  word,  not  even  the  last 
trump,  could  have  struck  them  with  greater  conster- 
[nation  :  they  were  at  their  wit's  end  and  conscious  of 
'their  black  ingratitude,  chose  to  commit  themselves 
in  the  manner  before  described,  to  the  mercy  of  the 
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winds  and  waves  in  a  tempestuous  season,  rather  than 
meet  their  offended  countrymen,  and  with  this  decla- 
ration I  am  told  they  have  done  it,  that  if  they  could 
have  thought  that  the  most  abject  submission  would 
have  procured  peace  for  them,  they  would  have  hum- 
bled themselves  in  the  dust,  and  kissed  the  rod  that 
should  be  held  out  for  chastisement 

U  nhappy  wretches  !  Deluded  mortals  \  Would  it 
not  be  good  policy  to  grant  a  generous  amnesty,  and 
conquer  these  people  by  a  generous  forgiveness  ?  I 
am,  with  Mrs.  Washington's  compliments  joined  with 
my  own  to  Mrs.  Reed,  dear  sir,  &c.' 

'  The  corporation  of  Hanard  CoU^e  canferTcd  bononn-  degrees  on  Wash- 
ingtmt,  the  diploma  reading  as  follows  : 

Senatiu  Aeademite  Cantabrigirmsit  in  .ViKHiHgiia  ^mmiims  in  Ckritta  FiiieR- 
IfHS  ad  qMoi  Htera  frestnles  pfrvenniml,  Saluttm  in  Domini'  sempitermam. 

•  *  *  graJis  acaJfmia  •  •  • 

tmti  fwfriiH.  mt  viri  Siientia,  tapitmtia,  el  virlmie  iittigMet  fni  de  re  liUmria 
ft  de  ReptihKca  vftime  meruerMnl,  Honaribns  hisee  lamreatis  remmmerarfnimr, 
.Vaxime  detet  tti  kon^re  tali  affiriatmr  vir  illmstrisiimMS  GEORGIUS 
WASHINGTON.  Armigrr,  Impfrator pr^tlartii,  ettjms  Seientia  ^t  Amvr  Patriv 
HnJiqM^  patemt ;  qiti  propter  ejcimiat  Virtntei,  tarn  civiirs  fuam  militares, 
primmm,  a  Civibtu  sttis  Ugattu  eUctms.  in  C^ngrtssu  (tUhrrrimc  Ameritam<' 
de  LikertaU  ad  extrem  periflilata  et  d*  salute  puhHis  Jideliler  ti  peritisrimi  ton- 
imimt :  deinde  postttlatiU  Patria.  tedem  in  I'irgimia  aimvmisiimain  et  Ra 
prvprias  periubenter  reliqutt,  mt  f-er  mmmei  Caitromm  Lalfres  el  Perieila, 
Hmlia  m^nede  aieepta.  .Vot:  Angliam  ab  Armris  BnlamtfrMm  inii/ms  el  erm- 
detibtts  Sherarel,  et  Colemieu  fitteras  iMerelmr  ;  el  if  mi.  sn/-  aKspitiij  Dix-imit  max- 
ime  ipettamJis.  at  urbe  Botttcnia  per  mmdecim  mens.s  il,tiija  mmitita.  el 
pliuqmam  leptem  millitim  militum  Prasidia  frrmata,  naves  ft  Cifpias  Hostinm 
im  fmgam  prteipilem  et  proiosam  detmrbai-it  :  adeo  nt  Cirei.  plwrimis  dttritiif 
et  Sirvitiis  oppreiii.  tameiewt  sabn  lertenlur,  filltr  i-ieinj-  qmiescMml,  atifne  sedt- 
bus  rmit  Academia  mastra  restitualmr. 

Sciatis  igitmr  qtted  moi  Prases  et  Soeii  Collegii  Hart-adini  in  Cantabrigia 
Xm-.  AHglarum  {evntentitMtibus  koMcramdis  admodmm  ft  reverendis  Aea- 
demtz  nostra  imsfifelaribits,)  Dcmintan  xmpraJiftwm.  sommi-  k^ntfe  dignnm, 
GEORGIUM    WASHINGTON,    Doctorem   utriuitque  Juris,  tnm  natmr^  et 


p.  S.  I  have  this  instant  received  an  express  from 
Governor  Cooke,  informtng  me  that  a  man  of  war  is 
just  arrived  in  the  harbor  at  New  Port,  and  that 
twenty-seven  sail  of  vessels  (supposed  to  be  part  of 
the  fleet  from  Boston)  are  within  Seconet  Point.  I 
have  ordered  General  Sullivan's  brigade,  which 
marched  from  hence  on  Friday  afternoon,  to  file  off 
immediately  for  Providence,  and  General  Greene's, 
which  was  to  begin  its  march  to-day,  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  that  place.-  G.  W. 


TO    BRICADIRR-aENERAL    ARNOLD,    IN    CANADA. 

CAufeKtiioit,  3  April,  1776. 

Sir. 

Your   favor  of  the  27th  of  February  is  come  to 
hand.     1  much  fear  you  will  be  much  disappointed 


irrmtium,  turn  tiviffi,  ttatMimui  it  iftavimut,  figue  itmtii  tteifiinmt  tt  nutetif- 
mrmt,  amit'f  yfii  PriviU/^a  tt  Hfttcrtt  ad  itiitm  Gradum  Prrtinmlia, 

tn  ihJmi  Rd  7'tilini<miuin  ni>i  (mnmuni  Sigi/h  Umvrriiiatii  Mittf  Liurii 
\mjixa    Ckrigrapkia  epfaiuimuty  Die   Tertio  Afritis.  Atmo  tti/utit  MiUetimo 
StftrngeHUtimt^  Sfftuagtniao  i^xta. 

'  "GeDwaJCictaic  will  111  tirchwilh  liU  bfiu»dc  lliUday  (or  Pravideocc,  and  if 

f  find  lliat  ihe  encniy  ur  at  Kliuili^  [slnml,  I  will  noun  join  him.  Ciuveritot  Cooke 

■rill  fonvsrd  ihit  lo  yuu,  anil  will  infuno  you  whether  thi^nbrm  is  ujcll  foumletl 

.or  aoc  :  if  it  ii.  you  tniul  rciiair  lo  Providence  with  the  truopk  niitler  yuui  uum- 

[ Muuu) :  if  it  t«  not,  you  will  piucccl  on  yuur  man-Ii  to  New  Vurk."  iVashing- 

\l»ti  ta  (Jfm^ntf  Su/Jifan,  i  April.  1776.  "  An  expres' arrived  here  thiji  morning 

«rit)i  «  letter  from  (Jovernort'oakc.     ,  In  consequence  ofttiitimporUnt 

tnuUigmce  I   tmntcd lately  d^patched  in  ritprct«  niter  Generol  Sullivan,  who 

ia  on  hi»  nuuch  lu  Nurwtth  with  !>ii  regimetit*  and  ordered  klni  lu  iilc  uR  to 

l*nn-idcn<e  if  it  thcrald  he  lo  tleairmJ  by  Ciovemor  Cooke  to  whom  I  have  wrote 

IM  the  »ub)e«.x     Gtncral  Greene  wa^  10  have  marched  lhi&  morning  with  tire 

[fcort  re^rncni^    >w  uay  nl    I'mviil ence,      I   hnvi:  ordered   him  [o  h&sten    tiis 

'm*rch  itid  }Uipe  to  cuUcci  11  force  there  sufficieni  tu  prevent  Ihc  enemy  from 

tcffcctio|[  their  (nirpOtc.    IVaiiiujft^n  to  lAt  Prtsiiieni  n/  Cnngrtu,  1  April,  1776. 
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in  the  number  of  troops  you  expected  in  that  month, 
as  the  lakes  were  impassable.  Major  General  Thomas 
wiU,  long  before  you  receive  this,  have  informed  you 
Tof]  the  success  of  our  operations  here.  The  enemy 
have  quitted  this  harbor  last  week.  \\*e  have  no  cer- 
tain accounts  of  their  destination.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved they  are  gone  to  Halifax.  If  true,  it  is  proba- 
ble they  will  attempt  to  penetrate  Canada  on  the 
opening  of  the  St,  Lawrence.  I  hope  before  that 
happens  you  will  be  in  full  possession  of  Quebec,  and 
have  its  avenues  well  secured,  upon  which  depends 
the  fate  of  this  campaign  in  these  parts.  1  have  de- 
spatched two  companies  of  Colonel  Knox's  regiment 
of  artiller)-  to  you  hence,  two  mortars.  &c  as  you  will 
see  at  the  foot  hereof.  If  any  thing  else  is  wanting 
that  cannot  be  had  in  Canada,  and  in  my  power  to 
send,  they  shall  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion, upon  my  being  informed  thereof.  The  chief  part 
of  the  troops  are  marched  from  hence  towards  New 
York-  I  will  set  off  to-morrow.  I  f  the  enemy  will 
not  find  us  full  employment  and  it  is  necessary-,  you 
may  expect  a  detachment  from  thence  to  your  assist- 
ance. I  am  verj'  sony  that  the  gentlemen  from  New 
York  and  other  officers  should  think  themselves  neg- 
lected in  the  new  arrangement.  It  is  true  that  I 
reserved  places  in  this  army  for  those  officers,  who 
went  from  hence  under  your  command.  The  Con- 
gress have  since  informed  me.  that  they  would  be 
provided  for  in  the  army  raised  for  Canada.  I  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  gentlemen,  who  complain,  nor 
with  their  circumstances.     There  is  little  doubt,  but 
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their  merits  will  be  rewarded  in  due  lime."  I  am  very 
sensible  of  the  many  difficulties  you  have  had  Co  en- 
counter. Your  conduct  under  them  does  you  great 
honor.  As  General  Thomas  will  take  the  burthen 
off  your  shoulders,  I  hope  you  will  soon  gather 
strength  sufficient  to  assist  in  finishing  the  important 
work,  which  you  have  with  so  much  glory  to  your- 
self and  service  to  your  country  hitherto  conducted. 
As  I  am  informed,  that  there  is  a  furnace  some- 
-where  near  you,  when*  shells  and  shot  of  any  size 
can  be  cast,  I  would  recommend  to  General  Thomas 
to  have  what  quantity  of  each,  that  may  be  wanting, 
immediately  prepared.  The  roads  arc  so  very  bad, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  send  you  any  great  number  of 
these  necessary  articles  from  hence.  I  have  appointed 
Captain  Lamb,  who  is  a  prisoner  at  Quebec,  to  be 
second  major  in  the  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Henry  Knox.  The  gentlemen  of  this 
family  return  you  their  compliments,  and  my  best 
wishes  attend  General  Thomas.  I  remain,  Sir, 
yours,    &c.  


TO   THF    PRESIDENT    OF  CONGRESS. 

t'AMBRir»r.K.  4  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  your  favors  of  the  21st  and 
a5th  ullo.  on  the  2d.  instant,  the  former  by  Mr. 
Hanson,   &c.   the  latter  by  Fcssenden.      1  heartily 

*  The  r«0m«)t«  senr  to  Canada  from  Nvw-  Voric  had  never  been  induded  in 
the  umy  under  the  imniedUie  command  of  WAKhington,  and  for  this  reaMin 
they  were  no(  taken  into  the  ncv  airnngcmciit.  The  oiFiccra  complained  of 
ikit  ncglcci,  paiticul&rlj  a*  C'uluod  Knon,  and  ihme  with  him,  who  dcirrted 
ibc  expedition  la  Canadji  and  returned  home,  had  been  promoicd. 


wish  the  money  had  arrived  sooner  that  the  militia 
might  have  been  paid  as  soon  as  their  time  of  service 
expired.  The  disappointment  has  given  them  great 
uneasiness,  and  they  are  gone  home  much  dissatisfied, 
nor  have  1  been  without  severe  complaints  from 
the  other  troops  on  the  same  account.  When  I  get 
to  New  York  1  hope  a  sufficient  sum  will  be  there 
ready  to  pay  every  claim." 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  report  of  the  de- 
ficiency of  arms,  in  compliance  with  the  direction  of 
Congress,  at  this  time,  as  some  of  the  regiments  are 
at  and  most  of  the  others  on  their  march  to  New 
York  ;  nor  do  I  know  that  it  would  answer  any  good 
purpose,  if  it  were,  having  made  repealed  application 
to  the  several  assemblies  and  conventions  upon  the 
subject,  and  constantly  received  for  answer,  that  they 
could  afford  no  relief. 

When  I  arrive  at  New  York  I  shall  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  of  Congress  detach  four  battalions  to 
Canada,  if  the  situation  of  affairs  will  admit  of  it,  and 
shall  be  extremely  happy  if  they  and  the  troops 
already  there  can  effect  the  important  end  of  their 
going. 

In  my  letter  of  the  tst  inst.  and  per  post,  I  enclosed 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Cooke  advising 
me  of  the  arrival  of  a  ship  of  war,  &c.,  at  and  near 
the  harbor  of  Newport.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  the  report  was  entirely  premature 

'  "  !  b«*c  no  hopes  o(  procuring  the  liarH  money  I  gave  you  cxpe<1ittions  of; 
the  [HiucaMOiH  u(  it  arc  nol  uf  laic  sccuslomcd  lo  a  paper  current)',  aud  keep 
ihcii  gold  «nd  \ilvet  daae."  IVashtHgtvn  to  (inura/ .Stiu/irr,  3  Apri],  1776. 
The  Contincnutl  bills  would  noi,  of  course,  circulate  in  Canada. 
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and  without  any  foundation.  You  have  a  copy  of 
his  letter  of  the  ist  inst.  to  this  effect.  I  wish  the 
alarm  had  never  been  given.  It  occasioned  General 
Sullivan  and  his  brigade  to  make  an  unnecessary  and 
inconvenient  diversion  from  their  route. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  account  presented  by  the 
Honorable  General  Court  of  powder  furnished  the 
Continental  Army  by  this  Colony.  From  the  account 
it  appears  that  part  of  it  was  supplied  before  the 
army  was  under  my  command,  and.  therefore  1  know 
nothing  of  it  ;  hut  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of 
the  justice  of  the  charge.  I  shall  leave  about  two 
hundred  barrels  of  this  article  with  Major  General 
Ward,  out  of  which  Congress  will  direct  him  to  make 
a  return,  if  they  think  proper,  and  also  repayment  of 
what  may  have  been  furnished  by  the  other  govern- 
ments. 

A  proclamation  of  General  Howe's,  issued  a  few 
days  before  his  dci>arturc  from  town,  having  fallen 
into  my  hands,  I  have  enclosed  you  a  copy,  which  may 
probably  have  been  the  occasion  of  large  quantities 
of  goods  being  carried  away,  and  the  removal  of 
man)"  persons,  which  otherwise  would  not  have 
happened.' 

Colonel  Warren,  paymaster-general,  finding  the 
army  likely  to  be  removed  from  hence,  informed  me 
the  other  day,  that  the  situation  of  his  affairs  and  en- 

'Tlw  following  ii  an  extract  froin  the  procUranlioti :— *'  Ai  tinen  v\A  woollen 
(ucnIi  are  arlicln  much  wsnted  by  t)ic  i«be]«,  und  would  aid  nnrl  n^<w\  ihcm  in 
(heir  rebellion,  ilic  Comratnder- in -chief  cxpccis  ihat  .ill  t^ood  subjects  will 
BM  their  uimc»>  endeavour*  to  hare  itl  such  uiiclt^  conveyed  from  ihU  plane, 
frmmijn  was  likcwi^r  made  for  receiving  Uiem  on  boaH  a  vessel. 
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gagements  in  the  business  of  the  colony  are  such,  as 
to  prevent  him  personally  attending  the  army ;  and 
offered,  in  case  it  should  be  required,  to  resign.  This 
was  rather  embarrassing.  To  me  it  appears  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  the  paymaster-general,  with 
his  books,  should  be  at  or  near  head-quarters.  In- 
deed it  is  usual  for  the  head  of  every  department  in 
the  army,  however  dispersed  that  army  may  be,  to 
be  with  the  commanding  general,  keeping  deputies 
in  the  smaller  departments.  On  the  other  hand. 
Colonel  Warren's  merit  and  attachment  to  the  cause 
are  such,  that  I  could  do  nothing  less  than  desire,  (as 
some  money  must  be  left  for  the  pay  and  contingent 
charges  of  the  army  which  will  remain  here,)  that  he 
would  wait  here  till  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  give 
their  sentiments  upon  the  matter,'  sending  Jn  the 
meantime  some  person  in  whom  he  could  confide 
with  the  money,  (but  little  of  which  there  will  be 
to  carry,  tho'  great  the  demands,  as  nine  of  the  regi- 
ments which  have  marched  to  New  York  have  only 
received  ^"500  each  towards  their  pay  for  the  months 
of  February  and  March,  and  others  not  one  farthing). 
I  hope  therefore  this  matter  will  be  considered  by  Con- 
gress and  the  result  transmitted  me  as  soon  as  done. 

I  would  also  mention  to  Congress,  that  the  militia 
regiments,  which  were  last  called  upon,  in  making  up 
their  abstracts,  charged  pay,  the  officers  from  the 
time  they  received  orders  to  raise  companies,  and  the 
privates  from  the  time  they  respectively  engaged  to 

'  Colonel  Warren    resigned   the   office   0/    paymaster-general ;  and    Colonel 
Palfrey  was  appointed  as  his  successor  on  the  27th  of  April. 


come,  or  were  called  upon,  though  they  did  not 
-march  for  a  considerable  time  after,  some  not  within 
three,  four,  to  twenty  days,  and  during  all  which  they 
remained  at  home  about  their  own  private  affairs,  with- 
out doing  any  thing  else  than  preparing  for  the  march, 
as  they  say  by  way  of  plea.  This  appeared  to  me 
so  exceedingly  unreasonable,  and  so  contrary  to  jus- 
tice, that  the  public  should  pay  for  a  longer  time  than 
from  the  day  of  their  march  to  that  of  their  return, 
that  1  ordered  the  abstracts  to  be  made  out  accord- 
ingly, and  refused  to  give  warrants  on  any  other 
terms.  They  say  that  the  enlisting  orders,  whicli 
went  out  from  their  governments,  give  them  the  pay 
they  claim.  The  fact  may  be,  that  something  in  these 
may  seem  to  authorize  it ;  but  I  must  submit  it  to 
Congress,  and  wish  for  their  decision,  whether  the 
Continent  must  pay  it.'  1  am,  &c. 
P.  S.     I  shall  set  off  to-day." 


TO  RICHARD  HENRY    LEE. 

CAMDRttMiK.    4    A|>ril.    1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  26th  ult.  came  to  my  hands  last 
night,  by  the  post ;  but  as  I  am  upon  the  point  of 
setting  out  for  New  York,  (by  the  way  of  Providence 
and  Norwich,)  I  can  do  little  more  than  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  it,  and  thank  you  for  the  proceedings 

'  "  Rft^vfd,  That  the  (my  of  ihe  ofBccre  and  wlOien  of  the  militia,  l»tely 
called  to  Cambridge,  commence  on  the  day  of  their  march,  and  cense  od  ib«t 
of  ikcii  return,"— y^wrwa//  nj  C^ngrtsi,  4  May,  1776. 

*  Koftd  in  Congr««i  April  tsth.    Referred  to  Wythe,  Hurtium.  and  S.  AdaiBK. 
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and  ordinances  of  the  Virginia   Convention,  which 
came  safely  to  hand. 

At  present,  the  lakes  are  in  an  impassable  state, 
neither  being  clear  of  ice,  nor  covered  with  such  as 
will  admit  of  transportation  ;  at  present  also,  our 
troops  are  at  different  stages,  on  their  march  from 
hence  to  New  York ;  nor  is  it  possible  for  me,  till  I 
get  there,  as  the  Congress  have  annexed  conditions 
to  my  sending  the  four  battalions  to  Canada,  to  tell 
whether  they  can  be  spared  or  not,  as  I  am  unac- 
quainted with  the  number  of  men,  or  strength  of  the 
works  at  that  place.  No  time  shall  be  lost  in  for- 
warding three  battalions  if  there  is  a  possibility  of 
doing  it  with  safety  ;  as  no  person  can  be  more  sen- 
sible of  the  importance  of  securing  Canada  than  I 
am.  A  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, informs  me  that  there  are  many  men  now  stopped 
at  Albany,  on  account  of  the  state  the  ice  is  in  on 
the  lakes.  I  thank  you  for  your  friendly  congratula- 
tions on  the  retreat  of  the  king's  troops  from  Bos- 
ton. It  was  really  a  flight ;  their  embarkation  was 
so  precipitate  ;  their  loading  so  confused,  (after  mak- 
ing greater  havoc  of  the  king's  stores  than  Dunbar 
did  upon  Braddock's  defeat,  which  made  so  much 
noise,)  that  it  took  them  eleven  days  to  fit  their 
transports,  adjust  the  loads  of  them,  and  take  in 
water  from  the  islands  in  Nantasket  Road  after  they 
had  fallen  down  there.  The  coast  is  now  clear  of 
them,  except  the  Renown,  (a  50  gun  ship,)  and  one 
or  two  frigates,  which  remain  here  for  the  protection 
of  such  transports  as  shall  be  bound  to  this  port.     I 


pray  you  to  make  my  best  wishes  acceptable  to  the 
good  doctor,  his  lady,  and  family,  &c.,  and  believe 
mc  to  be,  as  I  really  am,  &c.' 


TO  COMMODORE     ESBCK    HOPKINS.' 

Nkw  Vork,  t4  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  information  that  the  Nautilus 
sloop  of  war  is  arrived  here  from  Newport,  said  to  be 

'  "  I  »cei^'«d  yoiin  af  the  9ih  instnnt,  and  could  wi&h  tliAi  it  wat  in  mj> 
power,  contitlrntly  with  Ihc  duly  I  owe  my  country,  tn  gnnt  you  the  relief  you 
loire.  I  have  made  repealed  a{iplic)i[ium  tu  Ceuersl  Huwe  for  an  «xc1ian^e 
r<iF  ptuonos,  but  he  ha±  not  thought  proper  to  return  mc  any  Kinmcr.  Ii  has^ 
been  In  hb  power  to  Kt  you  at  liberty  ;  and  If  you  are  siil]  continurd  a  prts- 
noet,  the  blAinc  miiM  He  entirely  upnn  him. 

"  The  situation  of  your  f«inily  is  indeed  distressing  ;  but  inch  is  the  event  of 
it  is  f«r  from  bctiij;  singtilar.  The  hraTe  Colonel  Allen,  Mi  officer  of 
ik,  hat  been  torn  from  hi«  dearest  conncKions,  sent  to  Bngland  in  iront,  and 
>  now  nnifineil  lo  the  mijvi  >eTvile  dmitgery  on  board  one  »(  ibe  KingS  xhips. 
fooT  ticaimcnt,  Sir,  and  that  of  the  other  officers  taken  in  arms  against  the  lib- 
ertict  of  America.  ha»  1>een  very  different ;  for  the  tnith  nf  thii  I  appeni  to 
your  own  feeling!',  Whenever  it  is  in  my  power  to  release  you  by  «  muiual 
achao^e,  I  shall  do  it  with  the  greatest  pleasure." — WajkimgUm  ta  Ctfit. 
Si»mmti  MeKay,  .\'fw  /fttv^n,  tt  April,  I776.  McKay  itta.  a  prisoner  in 
Haitford. 

'Commodore  Hupkini.  arrived  in  New  London  from  a  cruise  on  the  8ih  of 
April.  He  hail  made  a  rieecenl  upon  New  Providence  Island,  and  hroaghc 
away  Mnnifort  Brown,  governor  of  the  island,  Thomas  EiTvin,  n  mcmlwr  of 
I  he  ronncil.  and  Mr,  Hat  age,  *ccrrt*ty.  atiH  a  half-pay  officer,  and  aho  ^evenly 
i*nnen  ,  bciiilei  a  quantity  of  ordnntice  and  iiulitaiy  store  taken  from  Fort 
'"Nasuu  and  Fort  Montague.  Among  tliem  were  eighly>4n^hi  cannon,  from 
nine  to  ihirty-sia  poiinden>,  fifteen  mortars,  more  than  tive  thousand  ulielU, 
vcn  ibuitsand  round  shot,  Iwciiiy-four  cask!i  of  |Hiwder,  and  other  articles  of 
i  importance. 

TYkt  flondnct  of  Commodore  Hopkins  in  this  cruise  was  disapproved  by  Con- 

Hla  orders  were  to  annoy  the  enemy'&  .ihipt  on  the  coaM  of  the  southem 

«)atet,  and  )>«  wa?t  railed  before  Congress  to  give  his  reaftonn  for  not  complying 

with  ibem  after  hii  dencent  upon  New  Providence  l^lanll,  instead  of  returning 

with  his  fleet  to  New  London. 

The  Preaidcni  of  Congrvn  wrote  to  Wuhington  on  the  14th  of  Jnnc : — 


sent  express  from  thence  for  the  Asia,  Pkamix,  and 
Savage,  and  that  they  are  intended  for  New  London 
in  order  to  block  up  your  squadron  in  that  harbor.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  notice  of  this  by  ex- 
press, that  you  might  take  your  measures  accordingly.' 
The  Phcenix,  Savage,  and  Nautilus  sailed  this  morn- 
ing. The  Asia  still  remains  in  the  harbor.  I  should 
be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  would  forward  the  can- 
non and  stores  1  left  a  list  with  you  for,  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  and  as  the  men-of-war  are  now  out,  I  should 
be  extremely  glad  if  you  would  keep  a  good  look  out 
to  see  that  the  coast  is  clear,  before  any  more  of  the 
Continental  troopsembark  from  New  London.  1  am. 
very  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant' 

"  The  ihameful  inactivity  of  our  Aeel  (or  »nme  time  put :  the  frequeni  ncgleci 
or  disobedience  of  orders  in  Commodore  llapkin«  :  the  numberles.  comphint^ 
exhihitcd  in  thr  [nnrinc  cnmmiltre  agiiirai  him,  mnit  aImi  itgiiinftt  C«plains  SiU 
lon&tall  and  \\'hipple,  hanc  induced  thi-  Contjiett.  in  cnn^rqiiencc  ni  a  rrprc- 
sentaiion  frORi  tlie  maiiiie  truniiDitlce,  (u  order  iliem  to  repair  immediately  lo 
ihis  city  to  answer  for  their  conduct.  I  luvc  accgrdingiy  wriUcn  to  thetn  to  »< 
out.  on  the  rcceipl  of  my  Letters,  and  la  repair  hither  by  land  as  fast  as  possi- 
hle.  I  hope  soon  lo  have  oui  ships  on  a  more  re«pccUible  footing.  -No  effort! 
of  mine  altall  be  wanting  to  accoropliih  io  dcairaUe  an  ewni." 

Aflcr  due  inquiry,  deliberation,  nnd  debate,  Congn»»  voted,  that  the  reau>n( 
offered  by  ihc  Cotnmodore  were  not  utisfsctory.  and  that  hr  deserved  ihc  cea- 
Rire  of  that  Iioum;,  ™hkh  cenaure  vra*  accordingly  inflicted.  Jturmah,  At*gHtt, 
\%ik.  ifilk,  1776.  Hi»  achievement  in  taking  the  governor  of  a  ^mall  inUnd 
prisoner,  and  dumaniling  two  torts  feebly  defended,  did  not  comport  vrith  the 
dignity,  whicli  Congrcsi^  hail  nttacbed  to  the  enterphM;,  nor  the  eKpecuiion!! 
they  had  formed  in  tttting  out  the  (iral  Contincnial  fleet,  at  much  expcnae.  and 
in  the  fucc  ut  many  diflicul(ie«.     Spartt. 

'  On  the  35th,  Wathington  wrote  to  Admimi  Ilopkin*  that  ibe  apprchen«Ofi 

of  a  blockade  wni  |[rouDdlcs5,  a&  the  vet&cU  had  rettirned.     "  I  find  that  they 

make  a  practice  of  tirctching  off  bom  and  soon  retitrninf  to  this  port.     Thi^ 

^nnvincct  me  that  they  are  in  expectation  of  a  fleet,  and  I  am  preparing  for 

■r  reception." 

*'  Tb«  General  compliment*  the  Officers  who  have  nicccs8rv«ly  commanded 
Fo«, and retumt  hik  Thanks  to  ihem,  and  tool)  theof!iccr<, and  soldivn. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   COKORESS. 


New  York.  15  April.  1776. 

Sir. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  4th  instant  I 
set  out  from  Cambridge,  and  arrived  here  on  Satur- 
day last.  I  came  through  Providence.  Norwich,  and 
New  London,  in  order  to  see  and  expedite  the  em- 
barkation of  the  troops.  The  third  brigade,  under 
the  command  of  General  Greene,  was  at  New  London 
when  I  left  it.  where  there  was  a  sufficient  number  of 
transports  to  embark  them  ;  and  most  probably  they 
would  have  arrived  here  before  this,  had  it  not  been 
for  a  severe  storm,  which  happened  the  night  they 


under  lii«ir  Command  for  the  munj  Work*  of  Tlvfence.  uhicb  liavc  l>ccn  to  ex- 
pwltliouilj  eiNied,  and  cloubU  not  biit  the  sime  Spirit  of  Zeal  fnr  the  iervjce, 
will  conlitiue  lo  animate  their  future  raiiduct, 

"  All  |>erwns  infected  with  the  SnuOI-Poz  are  lo  be  irnmcdiatcly  removed  to  a 
WCBre  place,  in  be  provided  by  iheQr.  Mr.  Ijenernl.  who  will  cnnnitt  the  Mogis- 
Intes  of  the  (L'ily  thereupon.     A  prupcr  i^uArrt.  lo  l>r  uumiiriscil  ii[  itieii.  whu 

ive  hail  t!ut  Diioidrr.  lo  be  fixeA  at  thi&  hoipilal.  to  prevent  any  intertatme 

pt  wch  at  the  manager  ihall  lircntr. 

"  \*  the  Geiier&l  a  uniutjuainied  at  |irc«enl,  with  the  vuiou^  Orclerv.  foi  the 
pood  Government  of  ihc  Troup*  here,  or  the  rcavon*  which  induced  the  giving  of 
then  :  He  ilirccis,  that  those,  and  all  flrneml  Orrieni  he  duly  attended  to  and 
obeyed  until  countermand^  hy  himulf. 

"The  General  flatters  himwlf,  thai  he  shall  hear  do  Complaints  from  Ihc 
Ciltien>,  of  almse.  or  lU-Kcalment,  in  any  rupee!  whaCM>cvcr  ^  but  that  every 
Officer  and  Soldier  ol  every  Rank  and  Denomination,  vrilL  pride  lhenuielveK|a> 
conlendins  in  the  {loriouh  Cause  of  Liberty  might  tn  do)  in  an  orrlerly, 
il  and  regular  dcpwntnent." — Orderly  BmJ:,  14  April.  I7;6, 

'*  .Vi  the  Army  at  this  place  in  lately  Klrongly  reinforced,  and  more  of  the 
CaallBcnul  establi«h'd  KejrimeDts  hourly  expected,  it  is  no  lonccr  necessary  to 
detain  any  of  the  Mititta  ;  therefore  Cot.  Martin,  with  4  Companies  of  Militia 
froiH  Siuiex  County,  in  New  Jersey,  are  diomiisod  with  (he  Oeneral't  Ihonk* 
r«t  the  spirit  with  whidi  they  ittepp'd  forward  in  the  iiervit^  of  ihdr  Country  oa 
tkif  occasion,  and  for  their  good  Behaviour  and  Service  since  Ihey  joined  the 
Army." — OrJrrIf  Btvt,  1  s  April.  1776. 
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sailed,  which  dispersed  them,  and,  I  fear,  has  done 
them  some  injurj'. 

General  Spencer,  with  the  last  brigade,  marched 
from  Roxbury  the  day  I  left  Cambridge,  and  would 
be  at  New  London,  ready  to  embark  in  the  return 
transports,  which  brought  General  Sullivan's  division 
to  this  place.  The  whole  of  the  troops  may  be 
reasonably  expected  here  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
The  badness  of  the  roads,  and  difficulty  of  procuring 
teams  for  bringing  the  stores  and  baggage,  have 
greatly  prolonged  their  arrival  at  this  place. 

I  have  not  had  time,  since  I  came,  to  look  fully 
about  me  ;  but  find  many  works  of  defence  begun, 
and  some  finished.  The  troops  arc  much  dispersed, 
some  on  Long  Island,  others  on  Staten  Island,  &c. 

I  have  ordered  four  battalions  from  hence  to 
Canada,  and  am  taking  measures  to  have  them  for- 
warded to  Albany  by  water,  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion. This  will  greatly  expedite  their  arrival,  and 
ease  the  men  of  much  fatigue.  I  have  written  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  of  their  coming,  that  he  may  have 
necessary  measures  taken  to  hurrj'  their  march  to 
General  Thomas.' 

I  am  informed  by  General  Putnam  that  the  militia, 

'  "  I  cannot  but  express  my  concen  at  the  great  deficiercy  of  the  reeitnents 
dcAdned  for  Canada,  but  iu  [  am  teiuible  a(  the  necessity  af  having  a  re^pefta- 
blc  body  of  troops  in  thai  country,  I  am  nnw  |ircparing  to  xcnil  you  four  of  Ihr 
»tronge»l  rcBiinetilH  in  the  service,  and  you  may  rely  upon  it,  wo  lime  nbatl  be  lo»l 
in  getting  them  lomanl  as  (axt  as  posiible.  Thry  will  amminl  to  about  3ouo 
tank  nnd  tile,  ami  will  go  to  Albany  liy  water."  Wtuki»ghm  to  Major  Gtntral 
Tkomat,  15  April,  1776.  On  March  ajth,  the  Continental  Congreu  ordered 
Washington  to  detach  four  batCnlinnt  into  Canada,  from  the  nrmy  under  his 
command,  "  as  soon  aa  he  sball  be  of  opinion  thai  the  ufely  of  Ncv  Vocfc  and 
the  eastern  nervice  will  penntt."     yemrmah. 


'776] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'9 


that  were  called  in  for  the  support  of  this  town,  in 
case  the  ministerial  army  had  arrived  before  our 
troops,  are  all  discharged,  it  being  unnecessary  to 
keep  them   longer. 

All  the  ships  of  war,  besides  the  Asia,  moved  out 
of  this  harbor  on  Saturday,  and  the  Asia  yesterday  ; 
some  of  which  are  now  below  the  Narrows,  and  the 
rest  gone  to  sea. 

Your  favor  of  the  loth  Instant  by  Major  Sherburne, 
directed  to  General  Putnam  or  the  commanding  offi- 
cer here,  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  evening,  with 
three  boxes  of  money,  which  I  shall  deliver  to  the 
paymaster  as  soon  as  he  arrives,  and  transmit  you  his 
receipt  for  the  same. 

Having  received  information  from  hence  before  my 
departure  from  Cambridge,  that  thirty  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon  were  wanting,  and  essentially  necessarj'  for 
the  defence  of  this  place,  in  addition  to  those  already 
here,  I  took  the  liberty  of  applying  to  Admiral  Hop- 
kins, whom  I  saw  at  New  London,  for  that  number. 
with  the  mortars  and  stores  he  brought  from  Provi- 
dence Island,  a  list  of  which  he  had  transmitted  you. 
He  told  me,  that,  as  many  were  wanting  for  the 
defence  of  Providence  River  and  the  harbor  at  New 
London,  it  was  uncertain  whether  1  could  have  all  I 
wanted  ;  but  that  he  would  send  me  all  that  could  be 
spared-'  1  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  return  of  the 
troops  since  1  came.  As  soon  as  I  do  it,  I  will  send 
it  to  you.     I  am.  Sir,  &c.' 

yvmrttalt  »f  Cvngreii,  iq  ApHI.  1776. 
'  Rcsil  in  CongicM,  April  iltb.     Referred  to  Read,  Clinlon,  and  BrasUMi. 
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TO  JOSEPH    REED. 

Nkw  York,  15  April.  1776. 

Mv  Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  13th  was  this  instant  put  Into 
my  hands,  scarce  time  enough  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  it  (by  this  Post,)  and  to  thank  you  for  your 
great  care  and  attention  in  providing  my  Camp 
Equipage.  Whatever  the  list  you  sent  may  fall 
short  of  your  intention  of  providing,  can  be  got  here  ; 
and  may  be  delayed  ;  as  the  want  or  not  of  them. 
will  depend  upon  circumstances. 

I  am  exceedingly  concerned  to  hear  of  the  divisions 
and  parties,  which  prevail  with  you,  and  in  the  south- 
ern colonies,  on  the  score  of  independence.  These 
are  the  shelves  we  have  to  avoid,  or  our  bark  will 
split  and  tumble  to  pieces.  Here  lies  our  great  dan- 
ger, and  I  almost  tremble  when  I  think  of  this  rock. 
Nothing  but  disunion  can  hurt  our  cause.  This  will 
ruin  it,  if  great  prudence,  temper,  and  moderation  is 
not  mixed  in  our  counsels,  and  made  the  governing 
principles  of   the   contending   parties.'     When,    my 

'  A  profiosilioii  to  reform  the  proviitcial  govrtnmcnl  had  been  introduced  in 
the  Cnnvenlion  of  South  Caroliiin  on  ilic  lotli  of  Febnmry,  ind  Gad«dei]  in 
mbmilting  it  hud  tpnken  for  ihr  indrprnilrti'ire  of  AmerioL  The  contest  wa> 
long  anil  bilter.  as  the  fsctioD  opposH  lo  indqicniJcncc  was  numeraus  and  abty 
U<1  :  atitl  it  wac  not  gntil  ilic  end  of  MsTch  tliai  op]>oiltion  wu  overcome,  and 
a  constitution  adopted.  To  this  result  the  act  nf  Parliameni  nuthoriiing  the 
capture  of  American  vessel*  largely  contributed.  The  firet  lep*'!>turc  choRcn 
under  the  new  conittitii tion  leaned  lowarrls  me.r^nrei  of  reconciliation, 

"  I  have  ever  thought,  und  am  slill  of  opinion,  that  no  terms  of  acccnnmoda- 
lion  will  be  offered  by  the  Britinh  cninifttr)-,  but  such  as  cannot  be  accepted  by 
America.  We  have  nothing,  my  dear  Sir,  to  depend  upon  hut  the  protection 
of  a  bind  Providence,  anil  unanimity  among  ourselves.  1  am  impressed  with 
the  deepest  gratitude  for  the  high  honor  intended  me  by  Congress.  Whatever 
device  m^y  be  determiacd  upon  by  the  respectable  commjiiee  tfaey  have  chosen 


good  Sir,  will  you  be  with  me  ?  I  fear  I  shall  have  a 
diflicull  card  to  play  in  this  Government  [New  York], 
and  could  wish  for  your  assistance  and  advice  to  man- 
age it  I  have  not  time  to  add  more,  except  that 
with  great  sincerity  and  tnith  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  aflTectionate  humble  servant. 

P.  S.     Mrs.  Washington,  &c.,  came  the  Hartford 
;Road,  and  not  yet  arrived — detain'd  by  the  illness 
(on  the  Road)  of  poor  Mr.  Custis,  who  is  now  better 
and  coming  on.' 


TO   THE   COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY    OF    NEW    VORK. 

HEAI^^VARTKlts,  17  April,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

There  is  nothing  that  could  add  more  to  my  happi- 
ness, than  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  civil  authority 
of  this,  or  any  other  government,  to  which  it  may  be 
my  lot  to  be  ordered  ;  and,  if  in  the  prosecution  of 
such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  me  to  have  a  mani- 
fest tendency  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  great 
American  cause,  I  shall  encounter  the  local  conven- 

tut  OM  purpoae  will  be  highly  i^reeabk  to  me."  tVaskiHgtoit  l»  John  Adamt, 
tj  April.  1776.  The  XoA  ftcolcncc  aOudctto  m  mcdftl  t>ro]iCMCil  lo  lie  aruclc  by 
CangrcxE  to  commc morale  tli«  cvitcuaUon  of  Buitun.     Sec  p.  26. 

'"IftlK  BrilUb  Troop*  which  cvntjualrd  lln«i(>n,  nr  any  pan  wF  th«ai.  ore 
itauned  for  tbi»  place,  theit  airNtil  may  b«  very  toon  exprcted. — The  £ai;in- 
,  and  OvenccTK  of  ihe  wcirliii  are  iheiefure  to  tue  every  pwtsiblc  dispatch  in 
tplealing  ihcm — To  ihi&  end  ihc  Engineer,  an-  lo  apply  to  the  Ailjuiani 
(jcneral,  for  u  many  Men  as  can  n.iefulty  b«  employed,  and  he  «rill  give  orderi, 
•cronlEngty. 

"  Col.  Pmcul'*  Kcgimcul  ■>  to  ciii.'amp  >in  (jovcmuir'k  Ivltiiid,  wi  nOon  a*  ibe 
r  dean,  they  are  to  give  every  AMitlance  in  their  power,  to  facilitate  Ibe 
U  erecting  tliercon.    The  Qr.  Mr.  General  will  furnish  Siraw  for  Ihc  Tentt 
■nd  Firewood. 
"  A»  M>nic  inio«veniencc»  have  to  the  Citixciib  of  this  pla«e,  by  having  the 
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ience  of  individuals,  or  even  of  a  whole  colony,  I  beg 
it  may  be  believed,  that  I  shall  do  it  with  reluctance 
and  pain  ;  but,  in  the  present  important  contest,  the 
least  of  two  evils  must  be  preferred. 

That  a  continuance  of  the  intercourse,  which  has 
hitherto  subsisted  between  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony  and  the  enemy  on  board  their  ships  of  war, 
is  injurious  to  the  common  cause,  requires  no  extra- 
ordinary? abilities  to  prove.  A  moment's  reflection 
not  only  evinces  this  truth,  but  points  out  the  glaring 
absurdity  of  such  a  procedure.  We  are  to  consider 
ourselves  either  in  a  state  of  peace  or  of  war  with 
Great  Britain.  If  the  former,  why  are  our  ports  shut 
up,  our  trade  destroyed,  our  property  seized,  our 
towns  burnt,  and  our  worthy  and  valuable  citizens 

Counteniign  demanded  of  them,  so  early  as  Nine  o'clock — The  General  orders 
that  T a ptoo-b eating  be  delayed  for  the  future  'til  Ten,  flattering  himself  (as 
there  is  no  distinguishing  Citizens  from  Soldiers,  nor  no  other  possible  method 
of  keeping  the  latter  to  their  quarters,  and  of  consequence,  from  rioting  and  dis- 
orderly behaviour)  that  it  will  be  found  less  Inconvenient  to  the  Inhabitants  (to 
say  nothing  of  the  security  which  is  to  be  derived  from  it)  to  give  the  Counter- 
sign  at  that  hour,  than  submit  to  the  greater  Inconveniences  which  may  arise 
out  of  the  neglect  uf  it.  After  this  Hour,  it  is  strictly  enjoined  upon  the  officers 
to  see  that  their  KoUs  are  called  and  that  the  Men  are  in  quarters." — Orderly 
Book,  16  April,  1776. 

"  The  General  being  informed  that  many  of  the  Houses  taken  up  for  barracks, 
are  much  abused  by  the  Soldiers,  which  is  a  Grievance  that  might  be  prevented, 
by  the  Officers  paying  a  proper  attention  to  their  duty,  and  more  carefully  ob- 
serving the  Conduct,  and  Behavior  of  their  men — The  Barrnck  Master  is  there- 
fore order'd  lo  place  a  proper  proportion  of  Officers  in  the  same  Houses  with 
the  Soldiers,  who  are  to  be  answerable  for  any  mischief  done,  to  prevent  anv 
wood  being  cut  upon  the  Floore,  or  any  Water,  or  Filth  thrown  out  of  the 
Windows  ;  as  all  Damages  wantonly  committed  must  be  paid  for,  dut  of  the 
pay  of  the  Men  quartered  in  the  House  where  such  Damage  is  done. — The 
Offenders  must  also  expect  to  suffer  a  severe  corporal  punishment  for  any  breach 
of  these  orders.  The  Officers  are  moreover  expressly  order'd  to  see,  that  the 
Men's  Barracks  are  kept  clean  and  the  General  again  ui^es  the  necessity  of  the 
same  Cl^nliness  being  observed  in  the  persons  of  the  soldiers. " — Orderly  Book, 
17  April,  1776. 
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led  into  captivity,  and  suffering  the  most  cruel  hard- 
ships? If  the  latter,  my  imagination  is  not  fertile 
enough  to  suggest  a  reason  in  support  of  the  inter- 
course. 

In  the  weak  and  defenceless  state,  in  which  this 
city  was  some  time  ago,  political  prudence  might  jus- 
tify the  correspondence,  that  subsisted  between  the 
countrj'  and  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  ;  but,  as  the 
laigest  part  of  the  Continental  troops  is  now  here  ; 
as  many  strong  works  are  erected  and  erecting  for 
the  defence  of  the  city  and  harbor,  those  motives  no 
longer  exist,  but  are  absorbed  in  others  of  a  more 
important  nature.  To  tell  you.  Gentlemen,  that  the 
advantages  of  an  intercourse  of  this  kind  are  alto- 
gether on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  whilst  we  derivt:  not 
the  smallest  benefit  from  it,  would  be  telling  what 
must  be  obvious  to  every  one.  It  is.  indeed,  so 
glaring,  that  even  the  enemy  themselves  must  despise 
us  for  suffering  it  to  be  continued  ;  for.  besides  their 
obtaining  supplies  of  every  kind,  by  which  they  are 
enabled  to  continue  in  your  harbors,  it  also  opens  a 
regular  channel  of  intelligence,  by  which  they  are. 
from  time  to  time,  made  acquainted  with  the  number 
and  extent  of  our  works,  our  strength,  and  all  our 
movements  ;  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  regulate 
their  own  plans,  to  our  great  disadvantage  and  injury. 
For  the  truth  of  this,  I  could  produce  instances ;  but, 
as  il  may  be  the  subject  of  future  discussion,  I  decline 
it  at  present  It  would,  Gentlemen,  be  taking  up  too 
much  of  your  time,  to  use  further  arguments  in  proof 
of  the  necessity  of  putting  an  immediate  and  total 
stop  to  all  further  correspondence  with  the  enemy. 


It  is  my  incumbent  duty  to  effect  this,  convinced  as  I 
am  of  the  disadvantages  resulting  from  it ;  and  it 
cannot  be  thought  strange  or  hard,  that,  under  such 
conviction,  I  should  be  anxious  to  remove  an  evil, 
which  may  contribute,  not  a  little,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
great  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and  may.  in  its  effects. 
prove  highly  detrimental  to  this  colony  in  particular. 
In  effecting  the  salutary  purjjoses  above  mentioned, 
I  could  wish  for  the  concurrence  and  support  of  your 
honorable  body.  It  certainly  adds  great  weight  to 
the  measures  adopted,  when  the  civil  authority  coiJp- 
erates  with  the  military  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
It  would  also  redound  much  to  the  honor  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  of  your  Committee  in  particular ;  for 
the  world  is  apt  to  judge  from  appearances;'    and, 

'  In  August  when  a  coUnion  iHrentennl  between  the  pruvincialx  and  ih«  toy- 
alisu  ami  Britbh.  Govcnior  Tryon  met  the  provinciftl  CongrcM  and  urced  thoB 
not  to  carry  inatlc»  tu  extretnitiu.  pn>[H»iMg  that  nu  furlhci  allcntpin  on  Ihc 
king's  fEtore*  shonlil  be  mado,  Ihat  the  giiiu  Inkcn  rrotn  ihc  battery  (iIioMld 
remain  oa  thv  Cuihhluh,  und  ihai  rte«li  proviuono  should  be  tuppliKd  to  ilie 
v«Rids.  "  I  wu  henrd  »ith  temper  and  nlTciilion.  The  city  has  remained 
quiet  since,  and  Uah  provisiuni  arc  to  l)c  delivered  on  the  [jovernor's  Island 
for  the  Amb."  Slill  he  admiltcd  the  "  dctenniiicrt  i.piril  of  rtaiKtanoe  "  that  pet- 
vadc<)  the  CTolijiiics,  and  that  "  the  Ante tKanfi  Itom  poliliviariKarc  nuw  becoming 
■oldierm."  Govrrnor  Tryonioikf  Karl  of  Dartmouth,  j  September,  I77S-  TllU 
.-irrangement  %a  far  asprntiMcining  the  king\  vrweU  .ipjican  tu  have  continued, 
**  iwnte  very  tilion  capricious  iiitervah  eKccpled,"  until  Wa»hiQsion'i>  arrival  at 
New  York. 

The  Committee  acL-cded  fully  to  hii^  rcquiiiiion,  and  the  day  following  pssibed' 
a  resolution  prahihiting  all  |>eraon!i  Irum  holdi  iig  any  inlenaune  with  the  Kit^'i 
vesbcls  in  Che  hart>or,  on  penoity  of  being  dealt  with  in  the  teverett  manner 
a&  enemies  to  the  rights  and  tibeciies  of  the  United  Colonies. 

"Whercaii,  an  intercouri-F  and  turrexpontlciicc  with  the  ship*  «)f  war,  and 
other  vessels  belonging  to.  an<t  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Oreat  Britain,  \% 
highly  detrimental  to  the  righln  and  lihcTtie>  of  the  said  colonies.  And 
whereas,  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  laktng  the  «ame 
under  their  coti«de ration,  on  the  l8t]>  inat.  did  rewlve  and  order,  'That  no 
inbahilani  uf  wid  Colony  on  ».T^-i  pretence,  or  for  any  purpnue  whnisocver,  eithei 


'4 


'7761 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


as 


while  such  a  correspondence  exists,  the  reputation  of 
the  whole  colony  will  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  their 
American  brethren, 

It  is  therefore,  Gentlemen,  that  !  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  address  you  on  this  important  subject,  re- 
lying on  your  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
American  liberty,  for  your  assistance  in  putting  a  stop 
to  this  evil,  and  that  you  will  cooperate  with  tne  tn 
such  measures  as  shall  be  effectual,  either  to  prevent 
any  future  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  or  in 
bringing  to  condign  punishment  such  persons,  as  may 
be  hardy  and  wicked  enough  to  carry  it  on,  otherwise 
than  by  a  prescribed  niude,  if  any  case  can  possibly 
arise  to  require  it.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
utmost  respect,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

In  pcnton  or  Id  wriiini;,  xtuiulil  directly  or  indirectly  jircHiinic  lo  h&ve,  ot  muii- 
tun  ftoy  inicicoursc  whatMiever,  w  iili  any  «h)]>  liclonging  to,  ur  employed  in 
llie  terrier  of  the  said  king,  or  with  any  of  hi.i  oflicet*  ut  minUlcn.  or  with  amy 
pcnnn  or  |ietMifUi  on  Imanl  the  lanic,  iin  puinof  licing  dcdl  with  in  ihc  acvctcxt 
nuancT-'  No4nrith^lJiRdin£  which,  there  'is  rraton  t<>  liclicvc  ihai  sundry  \iv* 
Mk]  wicked  pcrvm-v,  |>rerernii|;  their  uwn  frncnl  tirivMe  emolument  lu  their 
egniry's  weal,  hive  tonlinued  to  cirr>'  »n  tlie  sainc.  particuliirty  M>ine  whtt 
under  prvicncc  ol  coiniiij;  to  the  mitrkci  of  ihis  dty  by  wu[<:r,  have  [)ut  ihem> 
»<Kc»,  their  veR»«l*  and  cfleci^  in  llie  "ay  of  the  *ai»l  *hip*  cA  war,  for  the 
(Hirpo«c»  of  pving  inlcIHgcRL-c  and  iumi^hin^  Ihcm  with  !>up|ilic>  of  proviMoii, 
and  have  been  tukeii.  To  the  end  that  >iii:h  evil  and  pernicious  jiracticea  may 
tie  remedied  .-ind  prevented  in  future.  I  hereby  publi«h  and  declare,  ihnt  if  any 
person  or  per>oti»  shall  htrcaficr  picsumc  lu  liave.  hold,  or  to  vominue  to  carry 
on  ncli  iniercourtc,  or  any  kind  of  cormpondcncc  whatsoever,  or  funu»]i  anil 
wpplf  the  said  ihips  of  war.  and  other  vosseU  in  such  Mrrice  with  proviaioniiand 
Beccukfie^  of  any  kind,  that  he  or  they,  '■o  nfleiiding.  wdl  lie  deemed  and  coii- 
tidcted  %s  an  c»cniy  oi  encmici  to  the  ri^lils  of  the  taid  coloiiir«,  anil  if  appre- 
hende<l  will  be  tieated  accord  in tjly. 

"  And  I  do  hereby  will  anil  require  all  olliceni  and  mldien  irt  ihc  army  under 
ny  command,  and  roo^t  earnestly  entreat  all  pcren^ni  well  altnched  to  the 
intercut  of  the  ^d  colnnio,  10  nx  their  iitmcMt  c^are  and  diligence  for  prevent- 
ing the  uirpc,  \\\A  apprchrnding  and  tccnring  all  persons  who  «hall  be  guilty 
thereof,"     Gtncrat  Waskingtvn' i  PratlMmiUan,  19  April,  177&. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS." 

New  York,  18  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

Permit  me,  through  you,  to  convey  to  the  honora- 
ble Congress  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  I  feel  for  the 
high  honor  they  have  done  me  in  the  public  mark  of 

'  When  the  Congress  received  intelligence  of  the  evacnation  of  Boston,  they 
resolved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress,  in  their  own  name,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  whom  they  represent,  be  presented  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his 
command,  for  their  wise  and  spirited  conduct  at  the  siege  and  acquisition  of 
Boston  ;  and  that  a  medal  be  struck  in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and 
presented  to  his  Excellency  :  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  a  proper  device  for  the  medal,"  The  committee 
were  John  Adams,  John  Jay,  and  Stephen  Hopkins. 

"  It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  pleasure  to  convey  to  you,  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, the  only  tribute  which  a  free  people  will  ever  consent  to  pay,  the  tribute 
of  thanks  and  gratitude  to  their  friends  and  benbfactors.  The  disinterested  and 
patriotic  principles,  which  led  you  to  the  field,  have  also  led  you  to  glory  ;  and 
it  affords  no  little  consolation  to  your  countrymen  to  reflect,  that,  as  a  peculiar 
greatness  of  mind  induced  you  to  decline  any  compensation  for  serving  them, 
except  the  pleasure  of  promoting  their  happiness,  they  may  without  your  per- 
mission bestow  upon  you  the  lai^est  share  of  their  affections  and  esteem. 

' '  Those  pages  in  the  annals  of  America  will  record  your  title  to  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  temple  of  fame,  which  shall  inform  posterity,  that,  under  youi 
direction,  an  undisciplined  band  of  husbandmen  in  the  course  of  a  few  months 
became  soldiers  ;  and  that  the  desolation  meditated  against  the  country  by 
a  brave  army  of  veterans,  commanded  by  the  most  experienced  generals,  but 
employed  by  bad  men  in  the  worst  of  causes,  was,  by  the  fortitude  of  your 
troops,  and  the  address  of  their  officers,  next  to  the  kind  interposition  of  Provi- 
dence, confined  for  near  a  year  within  such  narrow  limits,  as  scarcely  to  admit 
more  room  than  was  necessary  for  the  encampments  and  fortifications  they 
lately  abandoned.  Accept,  therefore,  Sir,  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colonies, 
unanimously  declared  by  their  delegates  to  be  due  to  you,  and  thebrave  officers 
and  troops  under  your  command  ;  and  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  them  this 
distinguished  mark  of  the  approbation  of  their  country.  The  Congress  have 
ordered  a  golden  medal,  adapted  to  the  occasion,  to  he  struck,  and  when 
finished  to  be  presented  to  you. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  ser\'ant."     Hancock  to  Wathinglon,  2  April,  1776. 

A  private  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  written  at  the  same  time,  will  show  the 
lively  interest  and  the  agency,  which  he  took  in  the  affair : — 


approbation  contained  in  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant, 
which  came  to  hand  last  night.  I  beg  you  to  assure 
them,  that  it  will  ever  be  my  highest  ambition  to 
approve  myself  a  faithful  servant  of  the  public  ;  and 
that  to  be  in  any  degree  instrumental  in  procuring  to 


"  I  congraiuUic  j'ou,  u  well  at  all  tht  friends  of  mankind,  on  the  reduction 
0I  Boaion ;  nn  crcnt,  which  appeared  to  mc  of  so  great  and  decisive  impon- 
■ncc.  Ihu.  the  nest  morning  afler  ihe  arrivnl  of  Ihe  ntvrt,.  1  did  myself 
■he  honor  to  move  for  the  think-  of  CongrcM  to  your  Exi-ellency,  and  that  a 
medal  ol  gpld  ihonlil  be  itniLk  iJi  L-oiiiuicmonttiui)  of  it.  Cougreu  have  t>een 
,;pka*ed  to  appoint  mc,  with  tiro  other  gen  tt  em  en,  to  ]>rcpare  a  device,  1  &hoald 
'-W  tery  happy  to  bave  your  lixceUcncy's  scniiiuent^  concerQiiif;  a  proper  one." 

The  tnedsl.  which  uilv  ^iniuk  in  Pu^i^,  ciintains  on  the  obvenc  n  head  of 
VVailuD£ton  in  profile,  exhibiliui^  uii  cxecUetil  likeness  and  nrtnind  it  Ihe 
imcfiption  : 

OEORCilO  WASHINGTON  SVPREMC)  DVCI  EXEKCITVVM  Al». 
SERTORI    LIDERTATIS  COMITIA   AMERICANA. 

On  the  te'renrc  n  the  to»n  of  Bunion  in  the  distRDCC,  with  a  ficct  in  view 
umlcf  uil.  Washin^oii  and  hi.i  officers  are  on  horseback  in  the  (or^round,  and 
he  it  pointing  to  the  ships  at  they  depart  from  the  harbor.  The  inscription  i> 

HOSTtBVS  PRIMO  KVCATIS  DOSTONIVM  RECVPF-RATVM  XVIi 
MARTII  MnCCI.XXVl. 

ThiftcoM  medal  became  ihc  ptoporty  nt  Ueorge  Siepioe  SVaiibiiiKlon.  a  iwn  of 
t'Sannel  Watbington,  wim  wui  the  elder  brutlicr  u(  the  General.  From  him  it 
pMwd  to  hii  eldest  son.  l>r.  Samuel  \V alter  Wasbineion.  and  on  hi^t  death  to 
his  widow,  who  gave  il  to  her  only  ton  <  ieorge  I ^fayeite  Wa*hingron.  During 
the  eiril  war  il  vra*  burieil  in  the  tcllar  of  n  hou<«iil  Ifarpcr'k  Kerry,  where  Mr. 
W*iJiiiiglon  ickided,  and  in  1876  uas  putL-ha^cd  frum  his  widow  by  3  few  riti. 
tmiL  of  iloMon  and  pretciited  to  Ihe  city,  to  be  iireseived  in  the  Boston  Public 
Library. 

"The  Honomblc  the  Continental  Coiigro:.  have  been  pleaxed  to dircci  the 
I'harLlca  of  the  United  Colonics  to  t:c  prewnled  to  the  Officers,  and  Soldiers  ol 
their  Amy :  who  with  imremiilcd  Court^e,  ,-ind  l'er.->cverattce,  surmounted 
ei'ery  Effort  of  ihe  enemy,  and  every  ObMncle  of  that  wvcre  Climate,  in  per* 
tilling  for  eleven  Months,  in  Ihe  Blockade,  and  SieRe  uf  Buslon,  and  finally 
(nrcing  their  enemies  to  make  a  ■hanielul  and  precipitate  Retreat,  from  that 
once  devoted  lawn. 

"  Thia  honorable  Mark  of  the  npproluition  of  the  Coiigrev>',  would  have  been 
inserted  sooner  in  ihe  4Jrncral.Ur(lcrt  had  not  their  Express  gone  to  the  Ea«l* 
ward,  while  the  Army  was  upon  the  m.irch  and  orriv'd  only  last  evening  fmm 
Boaton."     Ort/rrfy  #«■>>,  iS  April,  t;;b. 
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my  American  brethren  a  restitution  of  their  just  rights 
and  privileges,  will  constitute  my  chief  happiness. 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  communicated, 
in  general  orders,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
my  command,  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  good 
behavior  in  the  service  ;  and  I  am  happy  in  having 
such  an  opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  their  merit 
They  were  indeed,  at  first,  "a  band  of  undisciplined 
husbandmen"  :  but  it  is,  (under  God,)  to  their  bravery 
and  attention  to  their  duty,  that  I  am  indebted  for 
that  success,  which  has  procured  me  the  only  reward 
I  wish  to  receive,  the  affection  and  esteem  of  my 
countrj'men. 

The  medal,  intended  to  be  presented  to  me  by  your 
honorable  body,  I  shall  carefully  presene  as  a  memo- 
rial of  their  regard.  1  beg  leave  to  return  you,  Sir, 
my  warmest  thanks  for  the  polite  manner  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  express  their  sentiments  of 
my  conduct ;  and  am,  with  sincere  esteem  and  respect, 
Sir,  your  and  their  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
sen'ant 


TU 


MAJUK-GRNERAI.   SCHUYLEk. 

New  York,  iq  April,  I7j6. 


DiiAk  Siu. 

Yours  of  the  12th  instant  from  Fort  George  was 
delivered  mt:  (with  the  enclosures)  yesterday  by  ex- 
press. I  agree  with  you.  that  the  intelligence  is  very 
alarming  and  requires  the  strictest  attention."     The 

'  When  Genera]  Wi».)*ter  left  Monircal  f«r  Qu«l>ec,  March  a7ih.  ihe  com. 

•nniid  (if  the  formvr  yAaix  devolved  ud  Colonel  Hiien,  twhu  wroic  to  Gcncnl 
Schvylcr.  on  the  JM  of  April,  u  fullowi, : — 
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four  regiments  ordered  from  hence  are  now  embark- 
ing, and  1  hope  will  soon  be  with  you.  I  need  not 
urge  the  necessity  of  forwarding  them  from  Albany 
with  all  possible  despatch.  You  will  have  with  the 
troops  five  hundred  barrels  of  provisions.     The  com- 

"  VoB  are  not  unacqu&inted  vrilh  thr  friendly  disposition  >A  the  C«DWliBjis. 
irbra  Gcnenl  Monlsomcry  first  pcncirain)  into  the  cuutirrf :  the  ready  ustH- 
sncc  which  they  gave  on  &IL  nccuuon^,  l>y  [n<?n.  carriAges,  nr  proviiJons,  was 
taoil  lemarkable.  Kvcn  when  he  was  before  Quchcc.  many  parishci^  ofTercd 
Iheii  services  in  ihc  reduc^tjoii  of  that  fortrca*.  which  wcr«  at  that  time  thou)[hl 
in»tecCK«ary.      Itnl  his  most   unfortannte  fate,  acldeil  to  nther  incidenlK,  ha* 

r^u»e<l  such  i>  change  in  their  itispoiilion,  thai  we  no  longer  loot  upon  them  as 

f friend*,  but  on  the  contrary  waiting  an  oppotiunliy  to  juin  our  enemi».  Ttuii 
no  olMcnnriiufli  t>r  my  oivn  may  remain  obsrure.  I  bcp  leave  lo  observe,  thol  I 
Ihinic  the  clergy,  or  guardian),  of  the  wmU  anil  cmiduct(iT)>  u(  the  boiliea  of  tbcu 
enlhoiiasls.  h.ivr  Seen  ncglecled,  perhaps  in  ^omc  iniitancrt  tll-uKcd.  Be  ihal 
a>  it  will,  tliey  are  unanimous,  lhi)ui;li  privately,  ngainsc  our  cause,  and  I  h«v« 
loo  much  reason  to  fear  many  of  ih^nn.  wiilt  other  people  of  Koine  conaequence, 
haiD  carried  on  a  corrchpandcncc  the  whole  winter  with  (>eiieial  Carleton  in 
Qnebec.  and  arc  now  plniting  niir  dcsimction.  The  peasanlr)*  in  general  have 
been  ill>ii»e(l.  They  have,  in  aoinc  in^lnjices,  been  dragooned  with  the  point 
of  the  hayooet  to  sitpply  wood  for  the  gairiion  at  a  Inwer  rale  ihan  the  current 

['price.  Tor  carriage*  and  many  nihet  jiti<-lc<.  furtiichcd,  certtlicalpi  haM;  been 
fifvn  not  legibk,  without  tignatuie,  the  one  half  of  consequence  rejected  by 
the  qnanermafttCT-gencrBl.  ft  is  Ime,  payment  has  been  proini»ed  from  time 
to  time  ;  yet  (bey  look  ttpnn  such  proEniscs  as  vagsc,  their  labor  und  preiperty 
hMi,  and  the  Congrei^or  United  Colonies  bankrupt.  .\nd  in  a  more  material 
fw^Dl,  they  have  not  ateti  nufj^cicut  force  in  the  country  to  protect  them.  Theie 
matters  fumiah  very  ilrong  arcunieuli  (o  he  made  u*c  of  by  our  enemies.  With 
reipect  to  the  better  wrt  of  people,  bolb  French  and  Engfisli,  ncren  eighths 
arc  Toriea,  who  would  wi»h  to  see  our  throatt  cut,  and  perhapn  ivmild  readily 
■Hul  in  doing  iL 

"  You  may  rtmenibet.  Sir.  in  a  conversation  with  you  at  Albnnsr,  I  urged 
the  BcccMity  of  tending  immediAicly  to  Canada  able  generals,  a  respectable 
army,  a  Commillec  of  Congrcs,  a  suitatde  supply  of  hard  cash,  and  a  printer. 
Indeed,  I  bad  before  reprcwnled  thukc  nicaturrs  in  person  lo  Congrcu,  at 
leakl  lo  the  Commitlec  nl  Cnngreu,  ind  we  have  nincc  been  Haltered  from 
time  lo  lime  ihat  we  should  have  one  or  all  of  these  essentials." — MS.  Letter. 
"All  Petit'kns  Mrrtng  in  the  Continental  Army  without  Commissions  from 

'Congress,  are  desired  lu  give  in  their  names  and  Kirploymenlii  in  writing,  that 
dte  propriety  of  theii  appointments,  .ind  ihe  nature  of  their  duly  may  he 
Judged  Q\"~Or4er{y  Bt»i.  19  April,  1776. 
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missary-general  expects  every  moment  a  large  quan- 
tity from  Connecticut,  and  what  can  be  spared  of  it 
shall  be  sent  to  you  in  the  same  bottoms,  without 
delay.  What  General  Lee  contracted  for  is  not  yet 
delivered.  His  sudden  and  unexpected  departure  to 
the  southward  left  the  contractors  at  a  loss  where  to 
deliver  the  provisions,  and  apply  for  the  pay.  The 
commissarj'-general  has  since  renewed  the  contract, 
and  ordered  them  to  send  provisions  here. 

1  have  ordered  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  state 
of  our  magazine,  and  if  the  powder  you  request  can 
possibly  be  spared,  you  shall  have  it. 

I  have  wrote  to  Congress  to  know  whether  they 
would  incline  to  send  you  a  further  reinforcement  of 
men  ;  but  we  arc  yet  in  a  verj'  uncertain  situation, 
not  knowing  where  the  enemy  may  bend  their  force, 
and  constant  applications  [are  made]  from  all  quar- 
ters of  the  scacoast  for  a  supply  of  men  and  ammu- 
nition. The  recruits,  that  have  been  raised  here,  are 
totally  unfurnished  with  arms,  and,  what  is  still 
worse,  we  do  not  know  where  to  procure  them.' 

'  "  For  my  own  part  I  have  done  mj  utmost  lo  forwtrd  the  four  repments 
oHeird  by  Congress,  but  %  variety  <A  incidents  have  hitherto  can\pirec1  to  p«. 
vent  their  embarkation.  The  mtn  hni3  scarcely  recovered  Ihrmsdvch  from  the 
faiigtio  of  their  march  from  Biwtoci,  »niJ  are  ijuitc  iinjiroviJeJ  wiUi  ucto- 
lanea.  The  coloneli  uf  l)ie  rc^jinieti l^  Thnugb  repeatedly  colled  ujxjn  lur  that 
purpnae  had  neglected  making  out  ihc  ab^iractii  for  their  pa>.  All  obslaclei. 
Iiowcver,  are  now  reniovetl,  and  I  hope  lo  begin  the  embarkation  this  day. 
Endeetl  it  would  have  been  best  in  my  opinion  10  have  sent  the  rcgimenii 
raised  IB  this  Province  and  New  Jersey  upon  the  service,  hart  not  (he  peculiar 
eircuRitiances  unrier  which  they  were  raited  prevented  il.  By  ihc  icrm*  of 
Iheir  cnlirtment  they  are  Co  lerve  during  the  war  ami  at  five  liuUarx  pet  month, 
on  condition  (ax  I  am  infoimcd]  that  they  shall  not  be  sent  out  oT  ihsM  prov- 
inec*.  Besides  ihcy  are  very  ill  provided  witharni*.  .tome  companies  not  having 
any.  It  mnst  be  a  great  burthen  upon  the  Continent  to  keep  such  a  natnbcr 
of  ufclen  men  in  pay.  and  yet  if  they  should  be  diamiaaed  and  an  unex. 
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You,  who  know  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
savages,  wilt,  I  doubt  not,  think  with  me,  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  neutrality. 
I  have  urged  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  enga- 
ging them  on  our  side,  to  prevent  their  taking  an 
active  part  against  us,  which  would  be  a  most  fatal 
stroke  under  our  present  circumstances.'     The  com- 

pectcd  wpply  of  «nn»  thould  arrive,  il  tnay  be  found  very  dilBctilt  to  replace 
^'tML."—' Waihi»gt»H  If  Ihe  PrtsideHi  of  Congrtn,  iq  April,  1776. 

*  0>lonel  Haien  had  written  from  Montreal  lo  General  Schuyler  :^"  The 
wvagef  hereabouts  ire  cooL :  ihey  keep  aloof  ftoni  us  ;  we  are  to  expect  liitlt; 
or  no  rricudxbip  from  them,  snd  indeed  little  or  no  prcc&ulion  hte  been  i&kcn 
lor  thU  patpose.  It  is.  expected  by  some,  that  numbcR>  will  come  frnm  the 
iDterioT  (unintry,  and  fnll  on  oiir  fronlicr>  early  in  the  i«pring.  The  C'AnadiuiK 
■skiag  ap  arms  m  eariy  a|;ainst  us  U  of  the  mof.i  tmport.ini  conscqtienoe.  We 
have  ounelvet  brought  about  hy  111  it>  man  age  men  I,  what  Governor  Carlcton 
hinuelf  cuu]<I  never  cOect" 

"  Vou  wiU  pleue  to  itottce  n-hat  Cotonel  Huen  «ay«  of  the  ditpoxltion  of 
the  ladUtu.  Id  my  opiition.  it  will  be  impouible  10  keep  ihcm  in  a  state  ol 
ncniimlity.  They  mu»t,  amt,  ciu  tiimbl,  toon  will  lake  an  attivt  part  cither  for 
or  i^in«l  ua;  and  1  luhmil  il  to  the  conndenilion  of  Congrets,  whether  il 
woold  not  be  beM  loimedialely  to  eitjjage  Ujeni  on  our  Mtle.  and  \<>  use  our 
iitntiHt  cadcavore  to  jTrevent  tlieir  mind^  being  poisoned  by  minibicrial  cmiii- 
uries.  which  n-jll  ever  be  the  case,  while  a  King's  ijarrison  is  Miffcred  to 
rcnaln  in  their  couniry.  Would  It  not  thercrorc  be  adviMble  to  tend  a  snlii- 
cicBt  fofce  from  ihe  hack  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  to  take  poaacaaiun  of  tlie 
Carritooii  uf  Niagara  and  tJelroil  ?  Thi*,  1  think,  might  caail)'  he  effected,  and 
would  answer  ihc  \r,em\  salutan-  piirpnset.  The  Seneca  IndianK,  who  have 
hiiberio  appeared  friendly  to  u,  niifihi  be  ii»fully  employed  in  thU  bu*ineM. 

"  I  un  In  hope*  most  of  the  difficulties  mcntii^ned  in  Colonel  Ifiucn'ii  letter 
will  be  obrialcd  by  the  ippcaiance  of  ihc  respectable  cammiiiec  of  Congreaii  in 
Canada,  and  the  forcL^  thai  have  been  and  will  be  i.cnt  there.  The  lecurily  of 
thai  country  it  of  the  titmo«'i  importance  lo  u>.  Thi<i  cnauol  be  done  *o 
eScclnally  by  conqneat,  as  by  takin|{  itruag  huld  of  ihe  nCTectiont  and  confi- 
dence of  Ihe  inhabitant*.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  th.it  any  conduct  of  the  Con- 
liiwittal  Uoups  shonid  lend  to  alienate  their  alTcctioDs  from  i».  Thu  honorable 
CoDgresi  will  be  able  to  judge  from  ihe  papen  sent  them  by  General  Schuyler, 
and  (he  infomalion  they  may  re(%i*e  of  the  desijpiB  of  the  enemy,  whether  il 
is  expedient  to  send  a  furtlicr  rcinCtircemcnl  to  Canada.  If  »uch  khnuld  be 
ihdr  detcn&iRalion,  I  Kiand  ready  lo  execute  iheir  orders.  "^  (fa/irir^iMi  to 
tit  PifriJent  of  C*Ngitn,  It)  April,  1776.  See  yvurMa/i  «/  Cpngrtti,  aj 
nA  3q  April,  1776- 
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motions  among  the  Canadians  are  really  alarming.  I 
am  afraid  proper  measures  have  not  been  taken  to 
conciliate  their  affections ;  but  rather  that  they  have 
been  insulted  and  injured,  than  which  nothing  could 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  ruin  our  cause  in  that 
country.  For  human  nature  is  such,  that  it  will 
adhere  to  the  side  from  whence  the  best  treatment 
is  received.  I  therefore  conjure  you.  Sir,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  strongest 
terms  to  treat  all  the  inhabitants,  Canadians,  Eng- 
lish, and  savages,  with  tenderness  and  respect,  pay- 
ing them  punctually  for  what  they  receive,  or  giving 
them  such  certificates  as  will  enable  them  to  receive 
their  pay. 

As  you  are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
country  and  Its  inhabitants  in  and  about  Albany,  I 
think  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  remain  there,  at 
least  until  the  troops  and  all  their  supplies  are  for- 
warded from  thence  to  Canada.  Besides  the  four  regi- 
ments ordered  for  that  service,  I  shall  send  a  com- 
pany of  riflemen,  a  company  of  artificers,  and  two 
engineers.  1  beg  you  will  continue  to  furnish  me 
with  intelligence  of  every  interesting  occurrence,  and 
believe  me.  most  affectionately,  your  obedient  hum- 
ble servant. 


TO   THE    NEW    YORK    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

20  April.  X776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  thank  you  for  the  polite  and  ready  attention 
you  paid  to  my  requisition  of  the  i  "th  Instant. 
When  the  Civil  &  Militarj-  Powers  Co-operate,   and 
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afford  mutual  Aid  to  each  other  there  can  be  little 
doubt  of  things  going  well — I  have  now  to  request 
the  favor  of  your  information  in  what  manner  and  In 
what  time  a  Body  of  2000  or  2500  Militia  might  be 
collected  from  this  Colony  for  actual  Service  upon 
any  Sudden  Emergency. 

Although  we  may  not.  and  I  trust  in  God  shall 
not  have  occasion  for  their  Aid — common  prudence 
docs  nevertheless  dictate  the  Expediency  of  a  pre- 
concerted Plan  for  calling  them  in,  that  in  Case  of 
necessity  they  may  be  drawn  together  in  proper 
Corps  without  tumuli  or  disorder,  and  at  the  same 
time  with  the  utmost  expedition  — This  will  not  be  the 
Case  if  men  arc  not  regularly  embodied  and  notified 
that  they  are  to  step  forth  at  a  moments  warning. 

The  Idea  that  strikes  mc  as  the  properest  to  be 
pursued  at  present,  is.  to  establish  out  of  the  Con- 
tinental Forces,  good  lookouts  on  the  Heights  and 
Head  Lands  at  the  Entrance  of  th(i  Harbor,  who. 
upon  the  appearance:  of  a  Fleet  shall  make  such  sig- 
nals as  being  answered  from  place  to  place  shall 
convey  the  earliest  intelligence  to  Head  Quarters  of 
the  strength  and  approach  of  the  Enemy — These 
signals  for  greater  Certainty  to  be  fnllnwed  by  Ex- 
presses, and  then,  in  Case  anything  formidable  should 
appear  for  the  Committee  of  Safety.  If  sitting,  if  not 
those  to  whom  the  power  shall  be  delegated,  upon 
^plication  from  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Continental  Forces  to  order  in  two  or  more  Battallions 
as  the  Exigency  of  the  Case  may  require,  or  for 
greater   dispatch   such    Militia   or  part  of   them  as 
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shall  be  allotted  to  this  Sen'ice  by  the  Committee 
might  be  assembled  (if  in  the  Town  or  Vicinity)  by 
Signals  to  be  agreed  on. 

A  mode  of  proceedings  of  a  similar  kind  concerted 
with  Jersey  would  bring  in  a  reinforcement  speedily 
and  without  those  irregularities  and  unnecessar)'  Ex- 
pences  which  but  loo  frequently  attend  the  move- 
ment of  Militia. 

Thus  Gentlemen.  I  have  express'd  my  Sentiment 
to  you  upon  the  occasion^ Your  prudence  will  sug- 
gest to  you  the  necessity  of  adopting  these,  or  other 
methods  of  a  like  nature,  and  your  wisdom  will 
point  out  the  most  effectual  and  expeditious  manner 
of  carrying  them  into  Execution. — I  therefore  sub- 
mit them  to  your  Consideration  and  am  with  great 
respect,  &c 

TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  Vork,  33  Ai>rU,  1776, 

Sir, 

I  was  this  day  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  the  20th  instant. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
four  regiments  designed  for  Canada  embarked  yes- 
terday with  a  fair  wind  for  Albany,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonels  Greaton,  Patterson,  Bond,  and 
Poor  ;  besides  which  there  was  a  company  of  rifle- 
men, a  company  of  artificers,  and  two  engineers,  the 
whole  commanded  by  Brigadier- General  Thompson. 

I  have  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  honorable  Con- 
gress the  distressful  situation  we  are  in  for  want  of 
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arms.  With  much  pains  and  difficulty  I  got  most  of 
the  regiments  from  the  eastward  tolerably  well  fur- 
nished ;  but  I  find  the  [New]  York  regimenLs  ver)- 
badly  provided.  Colonel  Ritzema's  has  scarcely  any  ; 
and  yet  these  men.  being  enlisted  during  the  war,  and 
at  five  dollars  per  month,  ought  not,  (in  my  judg- 
ment), to  be  discharged  ;  as  we  find  it  almost  as  difli- 
cult  to  get  men  as  arms.  This  is  a  matter  of  some 
importance,  which  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  the 
particular  opinion  of  Congress  upon.'  Mr.  Baldwift 
is  one  of  tlie  assistant-engineers  ordered  to  Canada. 
He  is  indeed  a  very  useful  man  in  his  department, 
but  he  declined  the  service  on  account  of  his  pay, 
which. he  says  Is  inadequate  to  his  support.  In  order 
to  induce  him  to  continue,  I  promised  to  represent 
his  case  to  Congress  ;  and  would  recommend  an  in- 
crease of  his  pay.  and  that  he  should  have  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  of  which  he  is  very  deserving. 
I  beg  leave  therefore  to  recommend  him  to  the  Con- 
gress, and  that  they  would  make  provision  for  him 
accordingly.' 

A  few  days  ago,  application  was  made  to  me  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  colony  for  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  For  the  particulars  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  their  letter,  a  copy  of  which  you  have, 
enclosed.  As  there  is  a  standing  order  of  Congress, 
that  no  sailors  or  soldiers  shall  be  exchanged  for  citi- 
zens, 1  did  not  incline  to  comply  with  the  request 

'  Conpew  reaolvcd,  tlint  no  inrapa  <thDU]d  be  disbanded  for  wsnl  of  uns. 
Jtumalt,  »6  April.  1776. 

^Th^a  recom mentation  was  ttifccMfiil.  And  Mr.  IttUdwin  wa.t  allowed  the  pty 
tad  rank  n{  licotcnani.cnlonel  on  the  ConlincnUl  citab3ishmcnl. 
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without  the  particular  direction  of  Congress  r  but  I 
have  been  since  informed,  that  the  prisoners,  men- 
tioned in  the  Committee's  letter  as  citizens,  are  really 
seamen  taken  from  private  vessels,  but  not  in  arms. 
How  far  this  may  alter  the  case,  or  how  far  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  Congress  to  pass  the  resolve 
abovementioned  may  still  exist,  must  be  left  to  their 
determination. 

The  militia,  who,  on  my  application,  were  ordered 
to  this  place  to  keep  possession,  until  I  should  arrive 
with  the  Continental  forces,  were  obliged  to  return 
home  without  their  pay,  as  there  was  not  then  money 
sufiBcient  in  the  tre<isury  for  that  purpose,  and  to  an- 
swer the  exigencies  of  the  army.  This  occasioned 
great  uneasiness  among  them,  and  may  be  attended 
with  very  bad  consequences,  in  case  we  should  have 
occasion  for  their  service  on  any  future  emergency. 
I  therefore  beg  the  Congress  would  make  provision 
for  their  pay,  and  point  out  particularly  whether  It  is 
to  be  done  by  the  commander  of  the  Continental 
forces,  or  by  the  Provincial  .Assemblies  or  Conven- 
tions from  wiience  they  arc  sent. 

As  the  time  for  which  the  riflemen  enlisted  will  ex- 
pire on  the  ist  of  July  next,  and  as  the  loss  of  such  a 
valuable  and  brave  body  of  men  will  be  of  great  in- 
jury to  the  service,  I  would  submit  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
adopt  some  method  to  induce  them  to  continue. 
They  are  indeed  a  very  useful  corps  ;  but  I  need  not 
mention  this,  as  their  importance  is  already  well 
known  to  the  Congress.      It  is  necessary  they  should 
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pay  an  early  attention  to  this  matter,  as  we  know  from 
past  experience  that  men  are  very  slow  in  re-enlisting.' 
When  I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  Admiral  Hopkins 
at  New  London,  he  represented  to  me  the  weak  state 
of  his  fleet,  occasioned  by  sickness  and  the  damage 
he  received  in  his  engagement  with  the  enemy';  and 
requested  I  would  spare  him  two  hundred  men  to 
assist  him  in  a  design  he  had  formed  of  attacking 
Wallace.  This  I  readily  consented  to  ;  and  the  men 
are  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  the  service  is  performed. 
I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  at  present  to  furnish  Gen* 
era!  Lee  with  the  companies  of  artillery  he  desires.* 
I  have  already  sent  two  companies  to  Quebec  ;  and  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  a  return  of  those 
that  are  here.  I  expect  Colonel  Knox  every  moment, 
and  shall  then  be  able  to  determine  whether  any  can 
bespared  from  hence.'  Blankets  weare  Ingreat  want 
of  ourselves  ;  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  a  few 
could  be  procured  for  the  riHemcn.  that  were  ordered 
for  Canada. 

t  The  com|»me!)  of  riflemen,  nisecl  bi  PennsylmnfA.  MirT'lud,  iiitd  VSr^tria, 
by  oeder  ol  Congrrw.  wrere.  by  the  Urmt  of  their  enlwlment,  to  •cnc  one  )C*r, 
anlcM  sooner  dischvgcd.  Congres!>  aiitliuriicil  and  directed  ihc  oHiccnuf  thue 
•;QinpAnie)>,  nnil  of  independent  rillc  cumpuiiei,  to  r^enlixt  ihe  men,  and  etiliit 
recmitv,  for  two  yenn'  iceviee,  liable  to  be  sooner  difchirgvd  upon  recdviitK  ' 
nxnitli'*  pA;r  In  advance. 

'  "The  Nitutilus.  Cipi.  CoJIIhk,  lxiic  in  here  iKc  nth  in»t.,  an^l  biingi.  an 
4C00VBr  frnm  C«pl«in  WallaMS  squadron  at  Khodc  Island,  tbat  on  ihe  6tli. 
iMt.  in  engagement  hap|>encd  heivieen  the  tilwgow  and  the  five  iJtip«  of  the 
Conlioeotal  licet."  G*vertior  Tryon  h  Lart/  Gtorgf  GfrmntHf.  15  April,  1776, 
The  engagcmcnl  occuiTed  off  Block  Island,  and  the  Aineiiouu  were  repuUevl. 

'  Lee  hdd  aaktd  CongrcKt  for  a  company  of  artUlei;,  aad  CougrcK*  rererred 
hurcquexl  10  Wuhingtnn. 

*  At  the  request  nf  the  Governor  of  Khode  l%)and,  Colotid  Knox  h«d  gnne  to 
NawpOTi  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  respecting  thi;  erection  of  works  of 
defence  at  thai  place. 


I  enclose  you  Mr.  Winthrop's  receipt  for  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  brought  some  time  ago  from 
Philadelphia  by  Major  Sherburne,  which  you  will 
please  to  deliver  to  the  Continental  treasurers. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  that  Mr.  Livingston 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  a 
Commissar)'  to  furnish  the  Continental  troops  sta- 
tioned in  this  city,  with  provisions.  I  suppose  this 
was  done  because  there  was  no  Continental  Com- 
missary then  on  the  spot.  Mr.  Livingston  still  claims 
a  right  of  furnishing  all  the  troops  but  those  lately 
arrived  from  Cambridge.  Mr.  Tmmbull  Is  now  here, 
and  as  1  consider  htm  as  the  principal  in  that  ofKice  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  whether  any  part  of  the  Con- 
tinental troops  Is  to  be  furni.shed  b)'  any  other  than 
the  Commissary  General.  I  must  needs  say  that  to 
me  it  appears  very  inconsistent,  and  must  create  great 
confusion  In  the  accounts  as  well  as  in  the  contracts. 
I  intended  to  have  laid  before  Congress  the  amount 
of  the  rations  as  supplied  by  Colonel  Trumbull  and 
Mr.  Livingston,  and  called  upon  those  gentlemen  to 
furnish  me  with  a  separate  estimate  for  that  purpose. 
Col.  Trumbull  has  given  me  his.  by  which  it  appears 
he  supplies  the  troops  at  8|(i'  per  ration.  1  have  not 
yet  received  any  from  Mr.  Livingston  but  am  in- 
formed his  contract  is  at  lo^^.  The  difference  is 
immense  as  it  will  amount  to  no  less  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  day  for  20,000  men.  It  is  indeed  to 
be  considered  that  Mr.  Livingston's  contract  is  in- 
cluding every  other  charge,  and  that  to  Mr.  Trumbull's 
must  be  added  store  hire,  clerks,  and  ever)-  other 
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contingent  expense,  but  even  then  it  will  not  amount 
to  so  much  as  Mr.  Livingston's  by  a  penny  per  ration 
which  in  the  gross  will  be  something  very  consider- 
able. I  thought  it  my  duty,  without  prejudice  or 
partiality  to  state  the  matter  fairly  to  Congress  that 
they  might  take  such  order  upon  it  as  to  them  shall 
seem  necessarj-.  I  cannot  however  in  justice  to  Mr, 
Trumbull  help  adding  that  he  has  been  indefatigable 
In  supplying  the  army,  and  I  believe  from  his  connec- 
tions in  New  England,  is  able  to  do  it  on  as  good 
terms  as  any  person  in  America. 

The  several  matters  contained  in  the  foregoing 
1  must  beg  the  early  attention  of  Congress  to.  and 
that  I  may  be  favored  with  an  answer  as  soon  as 
possible.' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Nhw  Yo»it,  aj  April,  1776. 
SiK. 

In  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
Congress  some  considerable  time  ago.  they  were 
pleased  to  ask  what  rank  aids-dc-camp  bore  in  the 
army ;  from  whence  I  concluded,  that  they  had  ad- 
verted to  the  extraordinary  trouble  and  confinement 
of  those  gentlemen,  with  a  view  to  make  them  an 
adequate  allowance.  But  nothing  being  since  done 
or  said  of  the  matter,  I  take  the  liberty,  unsolicited 
by,  and  unknown  to  my  aids-de-camp,  to  inform  your 
honorable  body,  that  their  pay  is  not  by  any  means 
equal  to  their  trouble  and  confinement. 

*  Read  in  Concrcu.  April  asth.    Rcfmed  to  R.  H.  Lev.  J.  AtUnu,  and  Hcwbs. 
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No  person  wishes  more  to  save  money  to  the  pub- 
lic, than  I  do  ;  and  no  person  has  aimed  more  at  it. 
But  there  are  some  cases  in  which  parsimony  may  be 
ill-placed  ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  one.  Aids-de-camp 
are  persons  in  whom  entire  confidence  must  be  placed  ; 
it  requires  men  of  abilities  to  execute  the  duties  with 
propriety  and  despatch,  where  there  is  such  a  multi- 
plicity of  business,  as  must  attend  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  sucli  an  army  as  ours ;  and  persuaded  I 
am,  that  nothing  but  the  zeal  of  those  gentlemen, 
who  live  with  me  and  act  in  this  capacity,  for  the 
great  American  cause,  and  personal  attachment  to 
me,  have  induced  them  to  undei^o  the  trouble  and 
confinement  they  have  experienced,  since  they  have 
become  members  of  my  family. 

I  give  in  to  no  kind  of  amusements  myself;  and 
consequently  those  about  me  can  have  none,  but  are 
confined  from  morning  till  eve.  hearing  and  answering 
the  applications  and  letters  of  one  and  another, 
which  will  now,  I  expect,  receive  a  considerable  addi- 
tion, as  the  business  of  the  northern  and  eastern 
departments,  (if  I  continue  here,)  must,  1  suppose, 
pass  through  my  hands.  If  these  gentlemen  had  the 
same  relaxation  from  duty  as  other  officers  have  in 
their  common  routine,  there  would  not  be  so  much  in 
it.  But,  to  have  the  mind  always  upon  the  stretch, 
scarce  ever  unbent,  and  no  hours  for  recreation, 
makes  a  material  odds.  Knowing  this,  and  at  the 
same  time  how  inadec^uate  tliK  pay  is,  I  can  scarce 
find  inclination  to  impose  the  necessary  duties  of 
their  office  upon  them.  To  what  I  have  here  said, 
this  further  remark  may  be  made,  and  it  is  a  matter 
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of  no  small  concernment  to  me,  and,  in  its  conse- 
quences, to  the  public,  and  that  is,  that,  while  the 
duty  is  hard  and  the  pay  small,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  there  sliould  be  found  a  promptness 
in  them  to  seek  preferment,  or  in  me  to  do  justice  to 
them  by  facilitating  their  views ;  by  which  means  I 
must  lose  their  aid,  when  they  have  it  most  in  their 
power  to  assist  me.  Influenced  by  these  motives,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  laying  the  matter  fully  and 
with  all  due  deference  before  your  honorable  body, 
not  doubting  its  meeting  with  a  patient  hearing.'  I 
am,  &c.' 


TO  JOSEPH    REED. 

Niw  York.  13  April,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  several  of  your  Letters 
since  I  came  to  this  place,  some  of  them  indeed 
after  getting  pretty  well  advanced  on  the  Road 
towards  Boston — My  cxtreamc  hurry  with  one  kind 
of  business  and  engagement  or  another,  leaves  me 
little  more  than  time  to  express  my  concern  for  your 
Indisposition  and  the  interposition  of  other  obstacles 
to  prevent  me  from  receiving  that  aid  from  you 
which   I  have  been  wishing  for  &  hourly  expecting. 

Your  Letter  of  the  18th  descriptive  of  the  jealous- 
ies and  uneasinesses  which  exist  among  the  Members 
of  Congress  is  really  alarming— if  the  House  is 
divided,  the  fabrick  must  fall,  and  a  few  Individuals 

'  The  pay  iif  ait  aii]-<)c>cjtmp  la  the  Cointnan(lcr-inM:hi<;l  wax  at  finl  Axed  at 
ihinr-thrcr  dallnr^  a  month.  In  con«e4]u«ncc  of  this  lelivr,  it  w.is  raisrd  to 
forty  doUars.  "Vht  tank  wu  that  of  Heutenanl-colonel.  The  Aids-de.4:B[np  of 
mijor-ecoeraU  ranliod  as  majore. 

'  Read  AprH  ssth.     Reforcd  to  R.  H.  Lm,  J,  Adamit,  and  HenTy, 
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perish  in  the  Ruins.— For  the  occurrences  of  this 
place  I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Palfrey, 
who  at  the  particular  request  of  Mr,  Hancock  comes 
to  Philadelphia. 

The  sooner  my  Camp  Equipage  is  sent  to  this 
place  the  belter,  that  it  may  be  ready  for  any  Service 
I  may  be  sent,  or  find  necessary  to  go  upon — If  you 
could  hire  Horses  to  bring  the  Waggon  &c.  to  this 
place  and  could  conveniently  and  readily,  sell  those 
two  you  bought  I  would  now  rather  wish  it  as  the 
use  for  them  is  uncertain,  and  the  expense  of  keeping 
(Provender  being  both  scarce  and  dear)  great — to 
which  may  be  added  that  I  have  not  the  same  occa- 
sion now  as  when  I  first  required  them,  having  taken 
four  of  the  Troop  Horses,  which  were  found  in  Bos- 
ton and  which  answered  the  purpose  exceeding  well 
from  Cambridge  here  to  fit  out  my  Baggage  Wag- 
gons. I  do  not  mean  however  by  what  I  have  said 
that  you  should  with  hold  the  Horses  if  you  cannot 
immediately  &  readily  dispose  of  them  without  loss. 

Inclosed  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hancock  for  payment 
for  the  whole.  I  am  with  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
Dr.  Sir,  &c. 

TO  SAMUEL  TUCKER.' 

New  VoMC,  94  Aprit.  1796. 

Sir, 

The  Readiness  shewn  by  the  Committee  of  Safely 
for  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  to  succor  this  Place 
with  their  Militia  on  a  late  occasion  when  they  where 

'  The  lcll«i  wa»  a<!dc»teil  to  Mr.  Tutlter  ■*  "  Prc*idenl  €>!  t!ic  Congresi  of 
New  Jcney  orlhc  Chairman  n(  the  <.'ninmiltcc  o(  Safefy  of  Ihiil  I'rovincc." 
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at  my  Request  called  upon  by  Brigadier  General, 
the  Earl  of  Stirling,  and  the  Alacrity  with  which  I 
am  Informed  the  Militia  then  stepped  forward  In 
Defence  of  their  Country,  are  sufficient  Proofs  of 
the  Important  Service  the  province  of  New  Jersey  is 
capable  of  rendering  in  Support  of  the  Great  cause 
of  American  Liberty,  especially  if  the  Millitia  of  that 
Province  be  put  under  such  regulations,  as  will 
enable  them  to  give  their  aid  at  the  very  time  it  may 
be  wanted  and  without  the  least  Delay  possible. 
What  renders  such  a  regulation  the  more  Necessary' 
is  that  in  the  present  Situation  of  Affairs,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  will 
be  sudden  and  without  our  having  long  Notice  of 
their  being  on  the  Coast.  Late  Experience  has 
taught  us  that  under  the  present  Regulation  it  will 
take  at  least  a  fortnight  (after  the  necessity  of  the 
requisition  is  seen)  to  assemble  and  embody  any 
considerable  Detachment  of  the  Militia,  whereof  it 
seems  absolutely  necessary  that  there  be  a  resolution 
of  your  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  for  alloting 
a  particular  number  of  your  Millitia  to  March  on  the 
first  Notice  of  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy ;  the 
Detachment  from  each  Regiment  should  be  fixed 
upon,  who  should  March  to  Certain  Places  of 
Rendezvous  on  the  first  Alarm  by  regulated  signals. 
A  Regulation  of  such  Signals  was  lately  made  by 
Lord  Stirling  for  the  Highlands  of  Neversinks  and 
Staten  Island  a  copy  of  which  with  some  Alteration 
I  now  send  you,  and  which  I  think  are  very  proper  for 
the  purpose — the  two  last  of  which  should  be  Repeated 
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at  a  number  of  Eminences  in  your  Province — And 
if  on  the  Signal  of  the  Appearance  of  a  large  Fleet 
the  Detachments  of  your  Militia  were  ordered  to 
Rendezvous  at  Brunswick,  Amboy,  VVoodbridge. 
Raway.  Elizabeth  Town,  Newark,  and  I^ergen,  they 
might  be  ready  in  a  day  or  two  to  March  to  such 
Place  either  in  your  Province  or  in  this,  as  would  be 
found  to  stand  most  in  need  of  their  Assistance. 
And  in  order  to  avoid  the  Inconveniences  which  may 
arise  from  the  Absence  of  your  Provincial  Generals 
from  that  Part  of  the  Country-  where  the  troops 
may  assemble,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  Colonels 
and  Commanding  Officers  of  every  Corps  or  Detach- 
ment be  Directed  Strictly  to  obey  the  Orders  they 
may  Receive  from  the  Continental  General  to  whom 
that  Department  may  be  allotted.     I  am,  &c.' 


TO   THK     PKKSIUENT   OF   CONGRESS, 

Nkw  Vokk,  as  April.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  not  yet  heard,  that  there  has  been  any  trial 
of  the  prizes  carried  into  Massachusetts  Bay.  This 
procrastination    is   attended   with   very   bad   conse- 

'  **  A  cl«tin,  welMras'il  orderly  Ser£eaiit,  (mtn  each  Brigode.  to  atlrad  in  iliv 
Ijeneral'-i  GukH  kooni,  near  Heftd  Qiutilcrs,  from  riix  in  Ihc  morning  until  thcf 
arc  diBrais^ert  in  the  evening  ;  they  arc  to  bring  their  Provisions  with  them,  and 
to  lie  re!ievi!fl  every  morning.  " — Ordtriy  Hoet,  34  April,  1776, 

**  Complninlt  hiivin^  htxn  made  to  ihc  Cacncral  of  InjuriciidoDelo  the  Farm- 
en  in  their  CiO|>«  and  Fields,  b;  the  Soldier*  puMing  nrei,  and  Iramjiting  upon 
the  young  Growth,  in  a  wanton  and  disordoriy  ni«nner^hcexpre§8lyordcfiHh« 
officers  cammaTiding  eJtfacr  upon  duty,  or  in  i)narter!>  in  the  Country,  to  taLc 
especial  Care  to  put  a  stop  to  such  practices,  and  endeavour  to  convince  their 
Men  that  «e  come  lo  piolcct ;  not  to  injure  thepiopertyofany  man." — 0r4trly 
Butt,  35  April,  1776. 
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quences.  Some  of  the  vessels  I  had  fitted  out  are  now 
laid  up.  the  crews  being  dissatisfied  that  they  cannot 
get  their  prize-money.  I  have  tired  the  Congress 
upon  this  subject ;  but  the  importance  of  it  makes 
me  again  mention,  that,  if  a  summar)-  way  of  proceed- 
ing is  not  resolved  on.  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  our 
vessels  manned.  I  must  also  mention  to  you,  Sir, 
that  Captain  Manly  and  his  crew  are  desirous  to  know 
when  they  may  exi>ect  their  part  of  the  value  of  the 
ordnance  stores  taken  last  fall.  They  are  anxious  to 
know  what  the  amount  may  be.  As  the  inventory  of 
that  cargo  is  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  I  would  hum- 
bly submit  it  to  them,  whether  a  valuation  thereof 
should  not  l)e  made,  and  the  captors'  dividend  be 
remitted  to  them  as  soon  as  possible.  It  will  give 
them  spirit,  and  encourage  them  to  be  alert  in  look- 
ing out  for  other  prizes. 

Several  officers  belonging  to  the  regiments  raised 
in  these  middle  colonies  inform  me.  that  their  men. 
(notwithstanding  their  agreement,)  begin  to  murmur 
at  the  distinction  of  pay  made  between  them  and  the 
regiments  from  the  eastward.  I  should  be  glad  that 
the  Congress  would  attend  to  this  in  time,  lest  it  may 
get  to  such  a  pitch  as  will  make  it  difficult  to  sup- 
press. They  argue  that  they  perform  the  same  duty, 
undergo  the  same  fatigue,  and  receive  five  dollars, 
when  the  eastern  regiments  receive  six  dollars  and 
two  thirds  per  month.'     For  my  own  part,   I  wish 

'  Congnu  h*d  diKctcil  ihai  if  any  of  the  troops  of  New  Jcncy  on*!  Peiin«yU 
vBin,  rsucil  al  bve  dolUn  a  mi^olil,  should  l>e  scat  to  Caiiftda,  their  pAy  should 
be  su  and  two  thirds  dolUn  a  month,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  muirh. 
JvmntaU  »f  Citmgnsi,  33  April.  1776. 


they  were  all  upon  the  same  footing  ;  for,  if  the  Brit- 
ish army  will  not  face  this  way,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  detach  a  great  part  of  our  troops.  In  that  case,  I 
should,  for  many  reasons,  be  sorrj'  there  should  be 
any  distinctions  of  regiments,  that  are  all  in  pay  of 
the  United  Colonies.  The  deficiency  of  arms  (in  the 
New  York  regiments  especially)  is  very  greaL  If  I 
am  rightly  informed  there  are  scarce  as  many  in 
Colonel  Ritzema's  regiment  as  will  arm  one  company. 
Can  the  Congress  remedy  this  evil  ?  If  they  can, 
there  should  not  be  lost  a  moment  in  effecting  it,  as 
our  strength  at  present  is,  in  reality  on  paper  only. 
Should  we  think  of  discharging  those  men  who  are 
without  arms,  the  remedy  would  be  worse  than  the 
disease,  for  by  vigorous  exertions  I  hope  arms  may 
be  procured,  and  I  well  know  that  the  raising  men  is 
extremely  difficult,  especially  to  be  engaged  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  is  the  footing  on 
which  Col.  Ritzema's  regiment  is  engaged. 

April  26M. — I  had  wrote  thus  far  before  I  was  hon- 
ored with  your  favor  of  the  23d  instant.  In  obedience 
to  the  order  therein  contained,  I  have  directed  six  regi- 
ments more  for  Canada,  which  will  embark  as  soon  as 
vessels  and  other  necessaries  can  be  provided. '  These 
regiments  will  be  commanded  by  General  Sullivan. 
I  shall  give  him  instructions  to  join  the  forces  in  that 
country  under  General  Thomas  as  soon  as  possible. 
With  respect  to  sending  more  troops  to  that  country, 
I  am  really  at  a  loss  what  to  advise,  as  it  is  impossi- 

'    JvHrmatt  of  Ongrtts,  23  April,  1776. 
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ble  at  present  to  know  the  designs  of  the  enemy.' 
Should  they  send  the  whole  force  under  General 
Howe  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  (o  relieve  Quebec 
and  recover  Canada,  the  troops  gone  and  now  going 
will  be  insufificient  to  stop  their  progress  ;  and  should 
they  think  proper  to  send  that  or  an  equal  force  this 
way  from  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  possessing 
this  city  and  securing  the  navigation  of  Hudson's 
River,  the  troops  left  here  wil]  not  be  sufficient  to 
oppose  them  ;  and  yet,  for  any  thing  we  know,  I 
think  it  not  improbable  they  may  attempt  both  ;  both 
being  of  the  greatest  importance  to  them,  if  they  have 
men. 

I  could  wish,  indeed,  that  the  army  in  Canada 
should  be  more  powerfully  reinforced  ;  at  the  same 
time  I  am  conscious,  that  the  trusting  of  this  impor- 
tant post,  (which  is  now  become  the  grand  maga2ine 
of  America,)  to  the  handful  of  men  remaining  here 
is  running  too  great  a  risk.  The  securing  of  this 
post  and  Hudson's  River  is  to  us  also  of  so  great 
importance,  that  I  cannot  at  present  advise  the  send- 
ing any  more  troops  from  hence  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  general  officers  now  here,  whom  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  consult,  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  army  at  this  place  with  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand men,  especially  when  it  is  considered,  that,  from 
this  place  only,  the  army  in  Canada  must  draw  its 
supplies  of  ammunition,  provisions,  and.  most  proba- 
bly, of  men  ;  and  that  all  reinforcements  can  be  sent 

*  Congrcsahtd  re<|Be9le<l  Ike  opinion  o(  GcDcral  Wtshiiifton,  whether  U  was 
irimMry  tn  •end  mere  tniopK  la  CanajJa.,  and  whether  he  could  with  nalclj 
«parv  thnn  from  ihc  army  al   New  Vnrk. 
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from  hence  much  easier  than  from  any  other  place. 
By  the  enclosed  return,  you  will  see  the  state  of  the 
army  here,  and  that  the  number  of  effective  men  is 
far  short  of  what  the  Congress  must  have  expected' 
I  have  found  it  necessary  to  order  Colonel  Day- 
ton's regiment  from  New  Jersey  to  march  as  one 
of  the  six  CO  Canada ;  wherefore  I  must  reccommend 
it  to  Congress  to  order  two  companies  of  one  of  the 
regiments  still  In  Pennsylvania  to  march  to  Cape 
May,  which  can  be  done  much  sooner  * ;  for,  had  this 
destination  of  that  regiment  not  taken  place,  it  would 
have  been  very  inconvenient  to  detach  two  companies 
from  it  to  that  place,  as  the  march  would,  (according 
to  Lord  Stirling's  and  other  accounts,)  have  been  at 
least  two  himdred  miles  from  Amboy,  and  they  must 
have  passed  within  twenty  miles  of  Philadelphia,  there 
being  no  practicable  road  along  the  seacoast  of  New 
Jersey  for  their  baggage  to  have  passed.  Doctor 
Potts  who  is  bearer  hereof,  was,  I  understand,  ap- 
pointed director  of  the  hospital  for  the  Middle  Colo- 
nies, but  the  army  being  removed  with  the  general 
hospital  from  the  eastward,  does  in  course  supercede 
him,  He  Is  inclined  to  go  to  Canada,  where  he  may 
be  very  useful,  if  a  person  is  not  already  appointed 
for  that  department.  I  would  humbly  beg  leave  to 
ask  the  Congress,  whether  in  all  these  appointments 

'  By  the  «ljuUnt>gcncral'«  ratum  on  lh«  sSth  of  April,  the  nurober  of  troops 
prcicot  and  fii  for  duty  under  G«nenil  Waihingiuii*»  comrnnrnt  wus  8,101,  In- 
cluding those  who  were  sick,  abtcnt  on  furlough,  rni'l  onmmm  and,  ihe  whole 
Mmy  Bt  New  Votk  amounled  lo  10,335. 

*  On  April  17th,  Congrea  had  ordered  twn  companies  oi  Colonel  Dsyioti'i' 
regimenl  to  procerrt  lo  C"apc  May  and  remain  there  till  further  order*. 
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it  would  not  be  best  to  have  but  one  chief,  to  whom 
all  the  others  should  be  subordinate.' 


TO    GOVERNOR   TRUMBIH.U 

New  York,  a6  April,  1776. 

Sir, 

When  you  did  me  the  honor  of  a  visit  at  Norwich, 
on  my  way  to  this  place,  I  communicated  to  you  the 
recommendation  I  had  received  from  Congress  for 
sending  four  battalions  from  hence  10  reinforce  our 
troops  in  Canada.  I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you. 
that,  in  compliance  therewith,  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day last,  I  detached  four  regiments  thence,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Thompson  :  and,  by 
an  express  received  last  night,  I  am  ordered  by  Con- 
gress, in  addition  to  those  already  gone,  to  send  six 
more  immediately.'  Our  regiments  being  incomplete 
and  much  wanting  in  numbers.  I  need  not  add,  that 
the  army  here  felt  a  sensible  diminution  by  this  de- 
tachment ;  and.  when  the  second  is  gone,  it  will  be 
weak  indeed,  considering  the  importance  of  this  place, 
and  the  many  extensive  posts,  which  must  be  guarded 
for  its  defence  ;  and  added  to  this,  almost  the  whole 
of  our  valuable  ordnance,  stores,  and  magazines  will 
be  deposited  here.     For  these  reasons,  it  appears  to 

*  Read  in  Congrets.  April  99th.  RefrnvH  to  Harriiwii,  Ru(leil[^,  Coldsbor- 
nngh,  Paine,  und  Rodney, 

*  "  Thi*  iletachTneni  will  be  timlrr  thr  cominand  of  C.ienecal  Sullivan,  ftnri 
COniiitA  of  two  of  tb(  EnMirrii  rc][inicnt&.  Rtwd't  and  Stark't,  and  i.if  four  of 
these  Proviticcv  The  two  fini  will  ctnliark  lo-day,  tlie  othen  w-iil  be  puslied 
fonran)  u  fan  an  passible."     Wothingtvn  /<•  Gmtial  Stkvylrr,  29  April,  1770. 
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me  expedient,  that  some  mode  should  be  adopted, 
without  loss  of  time,  by  this,  your,  and  the  Jersey 
government,  for  throwing  In  immediate  succors,  upon 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  or  any  case  of  emer- 
gency. I  have  wrote  to  the  Congress  of  New  Jersey 
upon  the  subject,  praying  them  to  form  such  regula- 
tions respecting  their  militia,  (they  being  the  only 
resource  we  have,)  that  assistance  may  be  had  on  the 
earliest  notice  of  an  approach  by  the  enemy,  for  pre- 
venting ihe  fata!  and  alarming  consequences,  which 
might  result  from  the  common,  tedious,  and  slow 
methods  generally  used  for  obtaining  their  aid  ;  And 
would  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning,  that,  if  the 
same  should  be  done  by  you  and  your  honorable 
Council,  respecting  your  militia,  or  such  part  of  them 
as  are  nearest  to  this  place,  the  most  salutary  ends 
might  result  therefrom. 

The  benefits  flowing  from  a  timely  succor  being 
too  obvious  for  repetition,  I  shall  propose  with  all 
possible  deference,  for  your  consideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  have  some  select  corps  of 
men  appointed,  under  proper  officers,  in  the  western 
parts  of  your  government,  to  repair  lo  this  place  on 
the  earliest  notice  from  the  general,  or  officer  com- 
manding here,  of  the  appearance  of  an  enemy.  If  it 
should  be  thought  necessary  upon  an  emergency,  in 
the  first  instance  to  resort  to  you.  and  for  all  the 
ordinary  forms  to  be  gone  through,  before  any  suc- 
cors can  be  ordered  in,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the 
relief  would  be  too  late  to  answer  any  good  purposes. 
This,  however,   1   shall  submit  to  you,  in  full  confi- 
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dence  of  your  most  ready  assistance  on  every  occa- 
sion, and  chat  such  measures,  as  appear  to  you  most 
likely  to  advance  the  public  good,  in  this  and  every 
other  instance,  will  be  most  cheerfully  adopttrd.  I 
am.  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  &c. 


TO   THE  COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY    OF    NRW    VORK. 

Nkw  VoiiK.  »7  April.  1776. 

Gentlemen. 

Id  answer  to  your  favor  of  the  25th  delivered  to 
me  yesterday  1  shall  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  it 
was  my  design  to  have  included  the  Militia  of  this 
City  in  the  2000  or  2500  Men  which  I  thought  might 
be  wanted  upon  an  emergency,  but  whether  common 
prudence  may  not  dictate  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing your  views  to  a  greater  number  in  case  of  neces- 
sity is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Board 

The  Signals  which  I  intended  should  convey  the 
first  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  Enemy's  fleet  you 
will  find  in  the  inclosed  paper,  but  if  you  will  please 
to  appoint  a  Committee  of  your  body  I  will  desire  the 
Brigadiers  Sullivan.  Greene  and  Lord  Sterling  to  meet 
them  &L  adopt  a  better  if  a  better  can  be  thought  of. 
New  Jersey  is  already  advertized  of  these  signals. 

If  the  four  Battalions  which  were  directed  to  be 
raised  under  the  Command  of  the  Colonels  McDou- 
gall,  Clinton,  Kitzema  and  Wynkoop.  are  placed 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  this  Colony  by  Congress,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  how  far  it  is  conceived  that  my  powers  over 
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them  extend,  or  whether  I  have  any  at  all.  Sure  I 
am  that  they  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  direction  of 
both,  and  I  shall  have  no  small  reluctance  in  asuming 
an  authority  I  am  not  vested  with  powers  to  execute, 
nor  will  my  Solicitude  (further  than  as  a  well-wisher 
to  the  Cause)  on  account  of  arms  for.  and  returns  of 
these  Regiments  continue,  if  they  are  not  considered 
as  within  the  line  of  my  Command  It  becomes 
therefore  my  indispensable  dutj*  to  be  ascertained  of 
this  matter  and  to  know  whether  these  Regiments 
cannot  be  ordered  out  of  the  Colony — for  Instance, 
to  New  Jersey  if  necessitj'  should  require  it' 

It  would  give  mc  singular  pleasure  to  advance  you 
the  sum  asked  for,  but  the  low  state  of  our  Cash  and 
heavy  demands  upon  the  paymaster  render  it  alto- 
gether  impracticable    at   this    time.      The   Quarter 

'  "Thcriolous  ttcbavior  of  Aome  Soldiers  of  the  Contiiiental  Annj,  ycslerdajr, 
anil  the  E*cntng  lieforc,  h««  filled  the  General  wUh  much  regret,  and  concern  ; 
and  lays  him  under  the  diMgrcr^thlc  ncccwity  <i[  HccUring  thai  if  ihc  like  hc- 
hsTior  should  tie  pmirticed  atjain,  the  Authon  will  be  broii);lit  to  the  severest 
punisbmeni  if  laken  ;  ur  irenlcil  iw  a  commvn  Enemy  il  they  <lare  lo  mis! ; 
Men  arc  not  lo  carve  out  Remedies  for  ihtiusclvca — \i  they  arc  injured  in  any 
respect,  there  are  legal  Modes  lo  ahtain  relict  ;  and  iusl  <;Aini)1ainu  will  always 
be  allendcd  to,  and  rcdrcsjed.  It  should  be  the  pride  of  n  Soldier,  to  ronduct 
bimiclf,  in  such  a  tnanucr  an  lo  obtain  the  Applaui>c,  and  not  ihc  rcproadi  of  a 
people,  be  i«  aent  to  defend  ;  and  it  should  be  the  businew,  ax  il  i*  Ihc  duty  of 
an  Officer  to  incnLcateand  cnfoicc  lhi&  doctrine," — OrdtrSy  Bovk.n  K^rA.,  1776. 

"  The  Co'Dim^indiriK  OfTicer^  uf  Reipinenta.  and  Corpo,  are  10  be  careful,  that 
the  Men,  are  tniulc  perfectly  vcU  acquainted  with  all  Orders,  Chat  itioc  for  the 
Cavcmiiicni  of  the  Army,  and  arc  not  lo  he  lca>  diligent,  in  enforcing  Obedi- 
ence Iheretci,  Yesterday  a  nnmlwr  of  Colonel  Irvine'i  Kegiment,  were  found 
in  dificrcnt  places,  firing  Ihcir  Pieces,  and  w-anting  their  Amrnunilioii.  under 
pretence  of  not  knowing  they  were  acting  contrary  to  urilerv 

"The  Articles  of  war  are  lo  be  read,  nt  least  once  a  creek,  to  every  Company 
in  tlic  Artny,  ihal  neither  Men,  nor  Officen  may  plead  Ignorance  against  any 
of  the  Kulev  and  Regulations  therein  contained. — Or,Urly  ftottk.  aS  April, 
1776. 
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Master  and  Commissary  are  both  wanting  money 
and  cannot  be  supplied,  nor  can  Genl.  Ward  get 
what  he  has  sent  (or,  to  pay  the  five  Regiments  to 
the  Eastward  till  a  fresh  Supply  arrives,  of  which 
Congress  is  informed.  Gen!.  Heath  since  my  arrival 
here,  has  obtained  a  Warrant  upon  the  Pay-Master 
for  Money  to  replace  the  Sum  which  your  Committee 
kindly  lent  him.  and  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
Genl.  Thompson  told  me  that  he  also  meant  to  do 
the  same,  these  matters  shall  be  enquired  into.  I 
am  &c.' 

'  "  I  p«mivc  by  the  icnor  of  jzva  ftvor  of  yesterday,  thai  my  letter  of  the 
*7th  hu  given  Bmbnge,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  w  it  was  not  mfisi  distftnUy  in 
my  idMS  to  give  any. 

"  Thrte  Ihinipled  metoiiupect,  thai  the  New  York  battalia ns  were  nolnpoa 
ih«  tame  eatabltshmcnl  of  the  other  Continental  troopk  ;  current  report,  nn  im. 
plied  exception  in  rhc  order  for  dctacbiDg  six  more  balialions  lo  Cuiads,  and 
that  part  of  your  letter  tit^Tiifying  that  four  of  Ihew  batialioos  were  to  be  rai^d 
under  your  immediate  direciion  ;  which  intiinatioti,  coming  In  corrobaratinn  of 
the  two  finrt  rewoiu.  (for  I  never  had  any  intormntton  o(  this  matter  from  Con- 
gress,) led  me  lo  bcite^'e,  Ihnt  you  intended  It  as  n  gentle  hint,  that  I  wa»  not 
to  contider  ibem  in  the  unc  li|;ht  t&  I  did  the  otlicrt.  It  wu  noi  to  be  won* 
dered  at,  therefore,  ihat  I  «hniitil  u'txh  to  know  [he  cxieni  of  my  atitbonty  over 
them,  that  my  conduct  miuhl  be  regukted  thereby,  or  that  I  xhould  noi  be  so 
lolidtou  in  arming;  reginienth,  raised  for  local  purposes,  as  Ihoec  for  the 
|€Ber«l  scr\-ice,  when  the  latter  arc  also  greatly  deficient  In  ihisc&Mntial  point. 
'rhM«  were  the  idus.  that  filled  my  mind  ai  the  time  of  writing  If  thccxtTcmc 
harry,  occauoned  by  a  variety  of  Iniiinctt,  which  \s  continuall)  ]ircAsio|[  npon 
me,  draded  the  meaning  1  wi^d  to  convey,  I  can  only  add,  tliat  it  never  vra», 
and  I  hope  never  will  l>e,  my  inlenlion  to  give  nnprovolml  oflence.  Of  ihit 
your  Committee  may  be  once  for  all  aMurcd,  that  it  \%  my  eome&t  wiUi  to  oo- 
upermie  with  them  in  every  measure,  which  can  condim  lo  the  general  good, 
and  ihat  if  I  (hould  ai  any  time  diiler  from  them  in  the  mc«ns,  I  shall  fee]  my 
ihare  of  the  concern  ;  being  with  rtspeci." — Wtuhinglou  it  New  York  Cam- 
mtiUet  »/  Sa/ify,  JO  April,  1776. 

The  Committee  replied  : — "  We  are  lorry  lo  find  therr  wia  .1  ]<ouibiIity  of 
nnuRilcrttandinji  the  imMage  in  our  letter  respecting  ihr  four  bstlalionK  raising 
in  lUs  colony.  Be  assured,  Sir,  that  wc  oe^-cr  conridercd  them  u  under  our 
direction,  acspt  >o  far  as  concerned  the  forming  and  equipping  of  than  ;  and  if 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    WARD. 

New  Voxk,  w/Ctt  April.  i;76. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  learn,  from  every  hand, 
that  your  works  for  the  defence  of  Boston  and  the 
Harbour,  go  on  exceeding  slow.  I  must  entreat 
you  therefore  to  push  Colo.  Gridley  on  to  a  diligent 
and,  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  in  this  particular — 
We  cannot  possibly  tell  where  the  Enemy  will  pitch 
their  Tents  next — if  Boston  is  left  open,  and  un- 
guarded, it  may  be  a  temptation  to  go  there ;  but  at 
any  rate,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  putting  the  Town 
in  the  best  posture  of  defense  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit  of. 

1  shall  be  glad,  in  your  next,  to  receive  a  particular 
acct.  of  what  has  been  done  towards  Fortifying  the 
Harbor.  Four  Regiments  to  wit.  Poor's,  Patterson's. 
Seaton's,  and  frond's  are  already  off  for  Canada. 
Reed's  and  Stark's  will  Imbark  this  day  for  Albany 
on  their  Road  to  the  same  place,  and  four  others  will 
follow  in  a  day  or  two.     1  am  Sir,  &c.' 

you  will  be  pIcM«i  to  refer  younclf  lo  our  lasl  letter,  ihe  dintnction  uken 
therein  between  tlie  fouc  liatiilioiis  mid  Van  Schaick's  regimenl  will  convince 
yan,  thai  wc  tneanl  nothing  more  tlian  in  obedience  lo  Congrc&s  to  hiTc  the 
completing  of  them  for  the  command  of  the  Coniinenial  fieneral  ;  nor  Aa  we 
esteem  them  m^  pointe<lly  under  our  direction  in  this  respect,  ak  (o  cicluilc  yottf 
*olici(i)de  nft  Com mniiftef •in -chief  to  have  them  tpcedily  eonipteled  aod  armed  ; 
a  M)liciludc  hi|{hly  t)C4:oniing  yuur  station,  and  which,  inUead  of  aflanling  the 
least  ground  lea  umhrage,  serves  lo  heighten  the  opinion,  wrhich  your  former 
conduct  ha&  invariably  taught  w>  to  entertain  of  your  visilani  atleniion  to  the 
important  duiie;.  u(  your  uflice,  and  of  your  leal  for  the  defence  and  xecurily  of 
the  rights  of  this  much  injured  coantry.*' 

'  From  collection  of  Alfred  P.  Dix  of  N.  Y. 

"  It  givct  mr  mnchl^'tmoem,  to  hear  from  rvriy  one  that  come*  from  Boaton, 
that  these  work>  [h*t  wen  laid  oul  for  JU  detente,  are  in  little  more  forward- 
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TO   JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

Nrw  York,  ag  April,  1776. 

Dear  Brother, 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  have  been  favored 
with  two  or  three  of  your  letters,  and  thank  you  for 
your  kind  and  frequent  remembrance  of  me.  If  I 
should  not  write  to  you  as  often  as  you  do  to  me, 
you  must  attribute  it  to  its  true  cause,  and  that  is,  the 
hurry  and  multiplicity  of  business  in  which  I  am  con- 
stantly engaged,  from  the  time  I  rise  out  of  my  bed 
til!  I  go  into  it  again.  1  wrote  to  you  a  pretty  full 
account,  just  before  I  left  Cambridge,  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  two  armies,  and  now  refer  you  to  it. 
Since  that  time,  I  have  brought  the  whole  army, 
which  I  had  in  the  New  England  governments  (five 
regiments  excepted,  and  left  behind  for  the  defence  of 
Boston  and  the  stores  we  have  there),  to  this  place  ; 
and  eight  days  ago  detached  four  raiments  for  Can- 

n«M,  thaut  ihey  were  when  I  lefl  tlial  town.  Whu  Am  I  to  blume  for  tbia  ahxtne' 
fnl  neglect,  but  yoia  Sir,  wltou-u  luhavclhem  cseculcd.  It  i«  not  nn  agrccahle 
tujc  to  be  under  tbe  ncc«s*ity  ot  putilnff  any  Genlleman  in  mind  of  hU  duty, 
but  it  »  wbai  I  owe  to  t}w  public.  I  expect  and  dcure  Sir,  ihftt  you  will  cscrl 
younelf  in  Completing  the  u-oika,  with  all  po&ible  di§ptich,  and  do  noi  Uy  inc 
under  tbe  diaugreeable  neccisity  of  writing  to  yon  again  upon  thia  subject." 
—  W*thinf;ton  to  i^^iiel  CriJIty,  38  April,  [776. 

**  A&  Ca)Aain  Van  D)cL,  commanding  ihe  Grenadier  Cuiiipauy  ul  Ihc  Cily  of 
New  York,  baji,  by  l^etter,  ncquainlcd  Lnrd  Stirling,  (hat  the  tTinrutnr  Battery 
10  tbe  North  Wc«l  of  Ihii  City,  it  now  complcat ;  and  the  General  being  iti- 
fonned  that  ibe  uid  Grenadier  Company,  did  on  the  fintt  Alunn  ol  danger  from 
the  Enm)',  volvnlarily  undertake  to  erect  the  said  Battery,  and  have  thcm- 
*clv«a,  tn  a  most  masterly,  and  neal  manner.  Aniahcd  the  ume  ;  The  Gcncrtl, 
fttUly  admiring  'kuch  an  P.xample  nF  Spiril.  and  I'er>cver«nce,  and  highly  e^ 
teeming  a  Body  of  Men  poate^ted  of  Ihe  nolilcvl  Virlue»*)f  ^ooA  dtifcn\,  dnire* 
hit  Thaokb  lo  be  ihux  publicly  given  tu  the  Company  of  GTeiiadicn.  (or  this 
Initance  of  ihrir  ready  Compliutk'c  with  hit  wiihcft." — Ordtriy  Bock,  sg  AprU, 
(776. 
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ada;  and  am  now  embarking  six  more  for  the  same 
place,  as  there  are  reasons  to  believe,  that  a  push  will 
be  made  there  this  campaign,  and  things  in  that 
country  not  being  in  a  ver>'  promising  way,  either 
with  respect  to  the  Canadians  or  Indians.  These 
detachments  have  weakened  us  very  considerably  in 
this  important  post,  where,  I  am  sorry  to  add.  there 
are  too  many  inimical  persons.  But  as  our  affairs  in 
Canada  can  derive  no  support,  except  what  is  sent  to 
them,  and  the  militia  may  be  called  in  here,  it  was 
thought  best  to  strengthen  that  quarter  at  the  expense 
of  this  ;  but  I  am  afraid  we  are  rather  too  late  in 
doing  it.  From  the  eastern  army,  (under  my  imme- 
diate command.)  it  was  impossible  to  do  it  sooner. 

We  have  already  gone  great  lengths  in  fortifying 
this  city  and  the  Hudson  River.  A  fortnight  more 
will  put  us  \\\  a  very  respectable  posture  of  defence. 
The  works  we  have  already  constructed,  and  which 
they  found  we  were  about  to  erect,  have  put  the 
King's  ships  to  flight  ;  for,  instead  of  lying  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  wharves,  and  their  sentries  convers- 
ing with  ours,  (whilst  they  received  every  necessary* 
that  the  country  afforded,)  they  have  now  gone  down 
to  the  Hook,  near  thirty  miles  from  this  place,  the 
last  harbor  they  can  get  to,  and  I  have  prevailed 
upon  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  forbid  ever>'  kind 
of  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
and  the  enemy.  This  I  was  resolved  upon  effecting ; 
but  I  thought  it  best  to  bring  it  about  through  that 
channel,  as  I  now  can  pursue  my  own  measures  in 
support  of  their  resolves. 
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Mrs.  Washington  is  still  here,  and  talks  of  taking 
the  smallpox ;  hut  I  doubt  her  resohition.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Custis  will  set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Maryland. 
I  did  not  write  to  you  by  the  'Squire,  because  his 
departure,  in  the  first  place,  was  sudden  ;  in  the  next, 
I  had  but  little  to  say.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear,  that 
my  sister  was  indisposed  when  you  last  wrote.  1  hope 
she  is  now  recovered  of  it,  and  that  your  family  are 
well.  That  they  may  continue  so,  and  that  our  once 
happy  country  may  escape  the  depredations  and 
calamities  attending  on  war,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  brother. 

Mrs.  Washington,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custis  join  in  love 
to  my  sister  and  the  rest  of  the  family." 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  York.  30  April,  1776. 

Sir. 

I  mean,  through  you,  to  do  myself  the  honor  of 
laying  before  Congress  a  copy  of  an  address  trans- 
mitted to  them  some  time  ago  by  the  Assembly  of 
Rhode   Island,  which  Governor  Cooke  favored  me 

'  "  AU  Oficcn,  noii-commistiioncd  Officen.  and  Solclien.  an  iirictly  com- 
m«nd«d  npon  no  pretence  whatever,  lo  citrry  any  thing  out  of  their  Barrtck^ 
or  thr  llonaei  they  11  [trcMnl  uccup)'.  thnt  tii'liingt  tniiiich  lliirnicks,  or  llouxn; 
neatber  are  tbcjr  to  iiijufe  the  lluildin^^  within,  oi  wiiliout.  All  I)aniB(;c» 
mnionly  ilone  to  the  IlfNim,  trhere  ihe  Troojii  aie  (|ua.rt(?red,  to  be  paitl  for 
by  the  Tmopx  (jcatter'il  in  llipni  The  Commaniiing  Ol^cers  of  <.-Qmpanie»  in 
deliver  Ic  Col.  Brewer,  Barrack  Master,  a  List  of  the  NatiiCN  of  those  quartered 
ID  neb  House ;  Hik  own  N'amc  at  (he  head  of  the  IJsl .  and  the  Regiment 
to  which  he  bcloBgs.  Immediately  upon  the  Troops  cncnmpins,  the  Qr.  Mr. 
(■enefsl,  and  Rarrack  Master,  Ici  examine  the  coiidiii'iMi  Ihe  Hcruies  are  left  in, 
and  aecorc  then)  in  Ihe  he*t  mannn,  inH  mate  thdr  rr|i(irl  to  the  General."— 
OrJrrfy  Bo*k.  30  April.  1776. 


with  in  the  month  of  January,  at  the  same  time  re- 
questing me  to  interest  myself  in  procuring  a  body  of 
forces  on  the  Continental  establishment,  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  colony.  I  doubt  not  but  the  address 
and  subject  of  it  have  had  the  attention  and  consid- 
eration of  Congress  before  now.  But  tf  they  have 
not  decided  upon  the  matter,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
mention,  that  I  have  made  inquir)'  into  the  situation 
and  condition  of  the  colony,  and  find  it  to  be  as  stated 
in  the  address  ;  and,  with  all  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  Congress,  conceive  it  highly  necessary'  and  expe- 
dient, that  they  should  adopt  some  measures  for 
relieving  their  distress,  and  granting  the  aid  prayed 
for.  The  importance  of  it  [Rhode  Island]  In  the 
chain  of  union,  its  extensive  seacoast.  affording  har- 
bors for  our  shipping  and  vessels,  at  the  same  time 
exposing  and  subjecting  the  inhabitants  to  the  rav- 
ages and  depredations  of  our  enemies,  the  zeal  and 
attachment  which  it  has  shown,  and  which  still  actuate 
it  towards  the  common  cause,  their  incapacity  to  pay 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  its  defence,  should 
they  be  able  to  furnish  them  after  so  many  engaged 
in  other  services  ;  these,  and  many  other  reasons, 
which  are  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned,  plead  power- 
fully for  the  notice  and  attention  of  Congress,  and 
seem  to  me  to  claim  their  support. 

Having  thus  stated  the  matter  to  Congress,  for 
their  consideration,  agreeable  to  my  promise  to  Gov- 
ernor Cooke  when  1  had  the  honor  of  seeing  him  on 
my  way  hither,  I  shall  leave  it  with  ihem,  not  doubt- 
ing but  they  will  duly  weigh  its  importance^  and  give 


sach  assistance  as  they  may  think  reasonable  and 
just.  What  they  chiefly  wish  for  is.  that  the  troops 
they  have  raised  may  be  taken  into  Continental  pay, 
and  commanding  officers  to  be  appointed  by  Congress.* 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.' 


TO   THB    PRESIDENT    0>    CONGRESS. 

Nrv  VOKK,  s  May.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  30  Ulto.  and 
observe  what  Congress  have  done  respecting  the  set- 
tlement of  the  pay  masters  accounts — This  seems  ex- 
pedient as  he  is  out  of  office  and  I  am  certain  will  be 
attended  with  but  little,  if  any  difficulty,  nothing  more 
being  accessary  thereto,  than  to  compare  the  War- 
rants with  his  debits  and  the  receipts  he  has  given 
with  his  credits.'  I  wish  cvtry  other  settlement  as 
easy,  and  that  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
and  audit  the  accounts  on  which  the  Warrants  arc 
founded,  particularly  those  of  the  Quarter  Master  and 
Commissar)'  Generals — they  are  long  and  of  high 
amount,  consisting  of  a  variety  of  charges,  and  of 
course  more  intricate  and  will  require  time  and  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  attention  to  adjust  and  liqui- 
date in  .a  proper  manner. — Upon  this  subject  I  did 

*  CongrcM  uMHied  to  thi«  raquut,  and  resolved  on  ibe  itth  o(  May,  that  ifae 
two  bAtUlions,  diiccted  lo  1>c  nuKed  by  Ihc  Rboile  Itl-iU'd  As^icmbly,  fhoald  be 
taken  inlu  C^mtiuciital  pav. 

*  Read  May  3nil      Keferted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Kaatem  Depailmcni. 

*  Me  trail  directed  to  hand  in  hit  vouchers  and  papen  lo  the  Superinlcndenis 
of  tkc  TnmutTj. 
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myself  the  honor  to  write  you  a  considerable  time 
ago.' 

Having  had  several  complaints  from  the  officers  in 
the  Eastern  Rcjjimcnts.  who  have  been  and  are  en- 
gaged in  recruiting,  about  the  expense  attending  it, 
and  for  which  they  have  never  been  allowed  any- 
thing, tho  the  officers  in  their  Governments  have,  as 
I  am  informed,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  the 
allowance  of  \os.  granted  to  the  Officers  for  every 

man  inlisted  by  the  Resolve  of  Congress  in —  ' 

is  general  and  Indiscriminate,  or  confined  to  the 
Middle  districts:  If  general,  must  I  have  retrospect 
to  the  time  of  the  Resolve,  and  pay  for  the  Inter- 
mediate services,  or  only  for  future  Inlistments? ' 

In  a  Letter  I  wrote  Congress  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber, I  inclosed  one  I  had  received  from  Jacob  Bayleyj 
Esqr.  about  opening  a  Road  from  Newbury  to  Can- 
ada*; 1  received  another  on  the  15  Ulto.,  and  from 
his  account  of  the  intelligence  of  others  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  and  am 
well  informed  that  the  distance  will  be  considerably 
shortened ;  in  so  much  that  our  Troops  going  to 
Canada  from  any  part  of  the  New  England  Govern- 
ments Eastward  of  Connecticut  River,  or  returning 
from  thence  Home,  will  perform  their  march  in  five 
or  Six  days  less  than  by  going  or  returning  any  way 

'  Con{[Teu  referred  Mm  la  JUt  raaolutions  of  i  April.  1776.  inilituiing  Ireasniy 
officers. 

•  youmait  0/  Cvngrfsi.  17  Jsnuaty,  «nd  6  Februiry,  1776. 

*  Conercst  dcciiled  thai  the  resolution  oC  17  jaiiiinr}-,  1776,  wa«  gener&L  in  bli> 
Operation,  and  directed  the  Cicneral  to  make  that  alloM-ancc  for  all  the  irDopo 
inlistcd  since  thiii  date,     ydunuls  0/  (^ngnu,  10  Mfty.  1776. 

*Vol.  III.,  p.  397- 
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now  used.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Road  may  be  car- 
ried to  Missisque  River,  as  it  is  said,  from  whence 
the  water  carriage  to  St.  Johns  is  good,  except  forty 
odd  miles  or  so  far  to  the  Northward  as  to  keep  clear 
of  the  Lakes  altogether  and  which  will  afford  an  easy 
pass  to  and  from  Canada  at  all  Seasons,  the  benefits 
resulting  from  this  Route  will  be  so  great  and  Im- 
portant that  I  have  advanced  Colo.  Bayley  Two 
Hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  begin  with,  and  directed 
him  to  execute  his  plan.  No  doubt  It  will  require  a 
more  considerable  advance  to  accomplish  it,  but  the 
whole  will  be  soon  sunk — The  Expence  saved  by 
shortning  Six  days  pay  and  provisions  for  the  men 
returning  to  the  Eastern  Governments  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  Campaign,  will  be  almost,  if  not  more 
than  equal  to  the  charge  of  opening  it ;  if  not,  as  in 
all  probability  there  will  be  often  a  necessity  for  de- 
tachments of  our  Troops  from  those  Governments,  to 
go  and  return,  it  will  soon  be  repaid.' 

By  a  letter  from  Genl.  Schuyler  of  the  27  ulto.  I 
find  Genl.  Thompson  and  his  Brigade  had  arrived  at 
Albany.  Genl.  Sullivan  with  the  last  except  three  or 
four  companies  of  Colo.  Wayne's  Regiment  not  yet 
come,  is  embarked  and  gone,  and  probably  will  be 
soon  there.  I  am  apprehensive  from  General  Schuy- 
ler's account,  they  will  not  proceed  from  thence  with 
the  expedition  wished  owing  to  a  difficulty  in  getting 
Teams  and  provender  for  the  Cattle  necessary  to 
cany  their  Baggage,  and  a  scarcity  of  Battcaus  for 

'  CoogRM  tpproved,  and  dirvctcd  Washington  lopro«(ciite  the  plui.    Jeur. 
mah.  10  May,  i;7(>. 


transporting  so  great  a  number,  tho  he  is  using  the 
utmost  Industry  and  diligence  to  procure  'em.  Should 
they  be  retarded  for  any  considerable  time,  it  will  be 
exceedingly  unfortunate,  as  we  are  much  weakened 
here  by  their  going,  and  our  Army  in  Canada  not 
strengthened.  I  have  sent  with  the  last  Brigade, 
Sixty  Barrels  of  Powder  and  other  Stores  and  In- 
trenching Tools,  a  supply  being  wanted ;  also  the 
Chain  for  a  Boom  at  the  Narrows  of  Richlieu,  and 
the  three  Boxes  of  money  brought  me  by  Mr.  Han- 
son, and  have  wrote  Genl.  Schuyler  to  have  the 
Boom  fixed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Commissary* 
too  has  forwarded  about  Eight  Hundred  Barrels  of 
pork  and  is  in  expectation  of  a  further  Quantity  from 
Connecticut  which  will  go  on  without  stopping  here. 
As  the  Magazine  from  whence  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  Armies  will  occasionally  receive  supplies  of 
powder,  will  probably  be  kept  here,  and  our  stock  is 
low  and  inconsiderable  being  much  reduced  by  the 
Sixty  Barrells  sent  to  Canada,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
a  Quantity  immediately  forwarded.  Our  Stores 
should  be  great,  for  if  the  Enemy  make  an  attack 
upon  the  Town  or  attempt  to  goe  up  the  North 
River,  the  expenditure  will  be  considerable.  Money 
too  is  much  wanted.  The  Regiments  that  are  paid 
have  only  received  to  the  first  of  April.  By  a  letter 
from  Genl.  Ward,  1  find  his  Chest  is  just  exhausted, 
the  money  left  with  him  for  the  payment  of  the  Five 
Regiments  at  Boston  and  Beverly,  being  almost  ex- 
pended by  large  drafts  in  favor  of  the  Commissary 
and  Quarter  Master,  and  in  fitting  out  the  Armed 
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Vessels.  I  would  here  ask  a  question,  to  wit,  whether 
as  Mr.  Warren's  Commission  is  superseiled  by  Mr. 
Palfrey's  appointment,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  fix 
upon  some  person  to  pay  the  Troops  at  those  places. 
or  are  the  payments  to  goe  thro'  his  Hands  ?  He 
docs  not  incline  to  do  any  thing  in  the  affair  without 
the  direction  of  Congress. 

I  have  inclosed  you  a  Return  of  the  last  Brigade 
departed  and  also  of  the  forces  remaining  here,  and 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  know  the 
whole  of  our  strength  from  time  to  time,  and  to  see 
it  at  one  view  for  regulating  our  movements  with 
propriety,  I  wish  it  were  a  direction  from  Congress 
to  the  Commanding  Officers  in  the  different  Districts 
to  make  Monthly  returns  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Continental  Army,  of  the  State  of  the  Troops 
in  their  departments  and  also  of  the  Military-'  Stores. 
Such  direction  will  probably  make  'em  more  attentive 
than  they  otherwise  would  be — I  could  not  get  a 
Return  of  the  army  in  Canada,  all  last  year." 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  Court  Martial  upon  Lieutent.  Grover 
of  the  2d  Regiment,  and  of  his  defence,  which  I 
should  not  have  troubled  them  with,  had  I  not  con- 
ceived, the  Court's  sentence  upon  the  facts  stated  in 
the  proceedings,  of  a  singular  nature,  the  small  Bnc 
imposed  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  enormity  of 
his  offence,  and  to  be  of  a  dangerous  and  pernicious 
Tendency.  For  these  reasons  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  lay  the  proceedings  before  them  in  order  to  their 


(orming  such  a  Judgement  upon  the  Facts,  as  they 
shall  conceive  right  and  Just,  and  advancive  of  the 
public  good.'  At  the  same  time  I  would  mention  that 
I  think  it  of  material  consequence  that  Congress 
should  make  a  Resolve  taking  away  the  supposed 
right  of  succession  In  the  Military  line  from  one  Rank 
to  another,  which  is  claimed  by  many,  upon  the  hap- 
pening of  Vacancies,  and  upon  which  principle  this 
offence  seems  to  have  originated  in  a  great  measure 
and  this  ordinary  Judgement  to  be  founded  ;  declaring 
that  no  succession  or  promotion  can  take  place  in 
case  of  vacancies,  without  a  Continental  commission 
giving  and  authorizing  it.  It  is  of  much  importance 
to  check  and  entirely  suppress  this  opinion  and  claim 
become  too  prevalent  already,  and  which  have  an 
obvious  tendency  to  introduce  mutiny  and  disorder. 
Or  if  they  conceive  the  claim  good  and  that  it  should 
take  place,  that  they  will  declare  it  so,  that  the  point 
may  be  known  and  settled  in  future.'     I  have  &c.* 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  VoKK,  5  May.  17;*. 

Sir, 

I  have  so  often,  and  so  fully  communicated  my 
want  of  Arms  to  Congress  that  I  should  not  have 
given  them  the  trouble  of  receiving  another  Letter 

'  Sm  note  on  p,  75. 

'  *•  /tejtflved,  Th»l  this  Conpe**  liu  hillicrlo  CKcrciKil,  BnO  oughl  lo  retain  ibc 
power  of  promnling  ihe  officers  in  the  continental  xcrvice  --iccording  to  their 
merit :  and  that  no  promotion  or  succession  shaU  take  place  upon  any  racancy 
wlthoai  the  authority  of  a  continental  cotnmiaion,  "     y^ufnaii.  16  May.  177&. 

'  K<-n<l  May  7lh.     Referred  lo  J.  Atlains.  limxion,  and  Htianc. 


upon  this  subject,  at  this  time,  but  for  the  particular 
application  of  Col.  Wayne  of  Pennsylvania,  who  has 
pointed  out  a  method  by  which  he  thinks  they  may 
be  obtained. 

In  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Phila- 
delphia, there  arc,  According  to  Col.  Wayne's  account 
not  less  than  two  or  three  thousand  stand  of  Arms 
for  Provisional  use,  from  hence  he  thinks  a  n\imber 
might  be  borrowed  by  Congress,  provided  they  are 
replaced  with  Continental  Arms  as  tht:y  are  brought 
into  the  magazine  in  that  City.  At  a  crisis  so  im- 
portant as  this  such  a  loan  might  be  attended  with 
signal  advantages,  while  the  defenceless  state  of  the 
Regiments  if  no  relief  can  be  had,  may  be  productive 
of  fatal  Consequences. 

To  give  Congress  some  idea  of  our  Situation  with 
respect  to  arms  (and  justice  to  my  own  Character  re- 
quires that  it  should  be  known  to  them,  altho  the 
world  at  large  will  form  their  opinion  of  our  Strength 
from  numbers,  without  .ittention  to  Circumstances) 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inclose  a  Copy  of  a  Return 
which  I  received  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Troops  in 
the  Highlands,  and  add  that  by  a  report  from  Colo. 
Ritzema's  Regiment  of  the  29th  ult.  there  appeared 
to  be  only  97  Firelocks  and  seven  Bayonets  belonging 
thereto,  and  that  all  the  Regiments  from  the  East- 
ward are  deficient  from  Twenty  to  Fifty  of  the 
former. 

Four  of  those  Companies  at  the  Fortifications  in 
the  Highlands  belong  to  Colo.  Clinton's  Regiment, 
but  in  what  condition  the  residue  are,  on  account  of 
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arms  and  how  Colo.  Wynkoop's  men  arc  provided,  I 
cannot  undertake  to  say,  but  am  told  most  miserably; 
as  Colo.  Dayton's  (of  New  Jersey)  and  Colo.  Wayne's 
(of  Pennsylvania)  also  are.  This,  Sir,  is  a  true,  the* 
Melancholy  description  of  our  Situation.  The  pro- 
priety therefore  of  keeping  Arms,  in  Store  when  Men 
in  actual  pay  are  wanting  of  them,  and  who  It  is  pre- 
sumed will,  as  they  ought,  bear  the  heat  and  burthen 
of  the  day,  is  submitted  with  all  due  deference  to  the 
Superior  judgement  of  others. 

I  cannot,  by  all  the  enquiries  I  have  been  able  to 
make,  learn,  what  number  of  Arms  have  been  taken 
from  the  Tories — ^where  they  lay — or  how  they  are  to 
be  got  at.  The  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony 
have  assured  me  that  no  exertions  of  theirs  shall  be 
wanting  to  procure  Arms,  but  our  sufferings  in  the 
meanwhile  may  prove  fatal,  as  men  without  are 
in  a  manner  useless.  I  have  therefore  thought  of 
employing  an  Agent,  whose  sole  business  it  shall  be 
to  ride  through  the  middle  and  interior  parts  of  these 
Governments  for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  such  Arms 
as  the  Inhabitants  may  incline  to  sell,  and  are  5t  for 
use. 

The  designs  of  the  enemy  arc  too  much  behind  the 
curtain,  for  me  to  form  any  accurate  opinion  of  their 
Plan  of  operations  for  the  summer's  Campaign  ;  we 
are  left  to  wander  therefore  in  the  field  of  Conjecture, 
and  as  no   place  (all    its  conse<iuences  considered) 

'  The  conduhfon  of  Congre&s  wfti  very  inadeiiuate.  for  ii  merely  tlcs.ired 
Washington  to  employ  nn  agcni,  Kiid  said  nothing  of  Ihc  reported  Mores  in 
PhilaJtlphia.  J'he  secret  committee  was  ordered  to  «nd  to  camp  Ihc  miukets 
tliat  were  fll  Ncw;k>tI.     yournah  o/ C«>tgreti,  14  Mky,  1776. 


seemed  of  more  importance  in  the  execution  of  their 
grand  Plan  than  possessing  themselves  of  Hudson's 
River  I  thought  it  advisable  to  remove,  with  the  Con- 
tinental Army  to  this  City  so  soon  as  the  troops 
evacuated  Boston,  but  if  Congress  from  their  knowl- 
edge, information,  or  believe,  think  it  best  for  the 
General  good  of  the  Service  that  1  should  go  to  the 
Northward,  or  elsewhere,  they  are  convinced  1  hope 
that  they  have  nothing  more  to  Ho  than  signify  their 
commands.     With  great  respect,  &c.' 

■  Read  May  Ml.  Refemd  loS.  Adams  Wythe,  Rodiiey.  R.  H.  Lee^  and 
Wliippie. 

"  The  OStccncummaniling  the  GiunI*,  in  ai\0  iicai  ihc  enmupmcnl,  are  tu 
be  particularly  atlcnlire  tn  prevent  nny  wa^lc,  nr  dcpredatinn,  being  coRimittcd 
upco  ibe  Fiehli,  Fences,  Tiee<i.  or  Ituiltlings  about  (he  mmp.  Turf  is  not  tu 
Iw  pennilted  to  be  cue.  unlect  l>y  the  expreu  onlets  of  llie  Chief  Enjjinecr,  ami 
tuy  Doa-comDiiMioaed  OfRcer,  or  Soldier,  who  ts  delccicJ  irniiiRg  any  of  the 
Trees,  or  Shnibs.  or  Hcslmying  any  i>f  the  Fences  near  the  coinp,  will  be  con. 
fined  and  tried  for  diMibcdiencc  of  orders.  The  Quarter  Master  Ceneral  will 
iitpply  a  cexlain  Quanily  of  Iniard*  for  ftooHng  for  the  tcntft  ol  every  Rej^meul, 
which  are  upon  no  nccoiini  to  be  convened  to  any  «rthrr  Bsc."—OrJfrfy  Bivi, 
Sth  May  1776. 

"  The  Coloneb,  and  cumiDAnding  ofTicert  of  Ke^lnelll^  nre  ngaiti  reminded 
o(  the  propriety  of  immediately  providing  ihdr  men  with  cloaihing  and  nccn- 
t«rief,  that  ihcy  may  be  rc.-tdyl» march,  oreintiArk,  upon  the  ilmriesi  notice.  The 
General  wishes  to  impfcM  thik  sIroHgly  upon  (he  mindis  of  the  Colonels:  lic> 
caiucBoeacuM  will  be  taken  to  delay  Ibeir  departure  the  munii--i)t  that  it  becomes 
Ucc^ury.  [t  ia  recommended  to  ihow  Corps  which  are  not  already  inpplieU 
wfch  Uaifoniu.  to  provide  banlini:  thins  for  theii  wei\."^Or,/fr/y  Book,  6ih 
Hay.  1776. 

"  Al  ft  Qnatlct  after  Seven  (his  Eveg  I  received  by  Exprcu  a  letter  from 
Tfaoft.  Cushing,  Ksq.,  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honb.  Gcnl.  Court 
covering  one  from  the  Commillee  of  SalTm.  Copies  of  which  1  do  myulf  ye 
hcoor  to  tranunil  to  Congrc^k,  lliat  they  may  judge  of  the  Ititclligcncc  con- 
tained ihemn,  and  direct  mich  measures  lo  be  taken  upon  the  occa-iiun  ai  iher 
may  llitiik  proper  and  necessary.  I  wou'd  observe  that  tuppotini;  l-apn  l.ee's 
accooBl  to  be  tne  in  part,  there  mtist  be  a  mistake  either  tu  t»  the  number  of 
Troopa,  or  the  Ships.  If  there  arc  no  nioic  ihips  than  wbat  are  mentioned.  It 
i»  certain  there  cannal  be  so  many  Tioopn — of  Ihin  however  Congro&  can  jud|{e 
«»  well  a«  myself  and  I  Mibmil  il  Xrt  ihcm  whether  iipon  the  whole  circDmilance* 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   WARD,  AT   BOSTON. 


Niw  York,  q  M^y,  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  27  &  28  ulto.  came  in  course  to 
Hand.  I  am  glad  that  you  have  given  your  attention 
to  the  works,  which  I  doubt  not  arc  by  this  time  com- 
pleat  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  they  are,  for 
should  these  accounts  of  Hessians  and  Hanoverian 
Troops  coining  over  prove  true  it  is  possible  the 
Enemy  may  make  some  attempts  to  Regain  a  Foot- 

aikd  ihe  uncertainty  of  their  clmination,  if  Ihey  wen  met  vrith  at  all,  xYivj 
choose  that  any  force«  shftll  be  detached  from  hence.  a&  they  will  mc  from  the 
reldrns  iranHnitCed  yesierdajr,  ihv  number  k>\  men  here  is  but  very  ^mall  and 
incDiuidcrablff,  and  which  is  much  lo  be  r^reitcd.  no  small  part  <pf  ihetn  wiib- 
oul  ann&.  Perhaps  by  dividing  and  mbdividin);  odt  Force  too  much,  wc  shall 
have  no  one  po«  «nflidenlly  gujintrd.  I  shall  wait  their  diredion.  and  what* 
ever  thdr  order  is,  will  comply  with  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  P.  S,— I  had  by  the  Espre«  a  Letter  (rom  Gcnl,  Ward,  cnnlaing  mn 
Aecl  similar  to  that  Ctom  the  Salem  Committee  &  by  way  of  Capin  Lee. 
Should  the  Com  ni  in  loners  arri»e.  How  arc  they  to  be  received  and  treated  ?  I 
wish  the  direction  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  by  return  of  the  Bearer." — 
WaskiHgloH  (9  the  Presidini  afCengresi.  7  May.  177&. 

"  The  account  having  come  Ihro  different  handu  I  hope  is  exaggerated  ;  it 
appears  inconsistent  and  impossible  in  part.  Certainly  there  is  a  mistake 
either  ai  to  the  number  of  traopo  or  the  thipK  ;  there  muil  be  mare  of  ilic  latter 
or  fewer  of  the  former.  60  Vesaels  could  not  bring  13,000  men,  unless  they  ore 
much  larger  than  u^ual,  beside*  proviilotu  and  «tores.  And  should  such  a  fleet 
tad  Armament  be  coming,  do  1  think  it  altogether  probable,  that  an  account  of 
their  dastinalion  and  views  would  be  so  distinctly  and  accurately  given  to  the 
Matter  whn  informed  Captain  Lcc  :  I  ibriuld  lalhcr  xnppoac,  that  they  would 
wish  to  take  us  by  siarpriEC.  For  these  reasons,  and  as  their  destination  may  be 
elwwhere,  and  as  the  Army  here  is  greatly  weakened  and  reduced  by  ten  tA  the 
strongest  Regiments  being  ordered  to  Quebec,  I  could  not  think  myself  anthor- 
Ued  to  detach  any  reinforcement  from  hence  without  the  direction  of  Consrest, 
lest  by  dividing  the  Army  into  small  panics  we  should  hare  no  place  secure  and 
guarded  ; — Aisaring  you  at  the  *amo  time.  1  shall  he  always  ready  and  happy 
to  give  you  every  auiUancc  in  my  power  against  our  common  Rnemicn  when 
it  can  be  done  consistently  with  che  public  ^fKiA."^Wafkingtom  tp  Tkomoi 
OukimK,  9  May.  1776. 
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ing  in  your  province.  I  have  Represented  to  Con- 
gress the  want  you  was  in  for  Casli  to  which  I  have 
not  yet  received  a  Answer.  When  I  do  you  shall  be 
Inform'd  thereof.  The  account  you  give  of  the 
Vessells  at  Beverly  being  unfit  for  Service  surprizc's 
me  prodigiously.  1  was  taught  to  believe  very  Dif- 
ferently of  the  Ship  Jenny,  by  Commodore  Manly  and 
Captain  Bartlett,  who  you  mention  to  have  given  you 
their  oppinion  of  them.  The  Brigantine  from  Antigua 
was  also  thought  very  fit  to  arm.  Doctr.  Brown's 
accounts  are  more  Immediately  in  the  Director  Gen'l 
of  the  Hospital  Department;  when  he  arrives  here  I 
shall  give  them  to  him  for  his  Inspection.  Mr.  Slngle- 
tany's  account  is  Easily  settled,  as  he  has  the  Com- 
missar}''s  Receipt  for  the  Arms;  if  the  account  of  the 
cost  of  the  arms  was  more  particular,  it  would  be 
more  regular  &  Satisfactory.  A  Letter  is  just  come 
to  my  hands  from  Winthrop  Sargent,  Esqr.  agent  for 
the  Navy  at  Gloucester.  He  says  there  are  some 
women  and  children,  whom  he  is  obliged  to  Mantain 
at  the  Continental  Expense  ;  also  a  Number  of  men 
taken  in  some  of  the  last  prizes.  You  will  please 
to  Examine  into  their  Situation  ;  if  Prisoners  of  war, 
they  should  be  sent  into  some  Inland  place  and  con- 
find  ;  if  Tories,  the  General  Court  are  the  proper 
persons  to  take  cognizance  of  them  :  I  see  by  the 
publick  prints  that  the  prizes  at  Beverly  are  to  be 
sold  the  20th  Instant,  as  by  the  Obstructions  put  on 
Commerce  in  General  there  may  appear  but  few 
purchasers  for  the  vessel  so  of  course  they  may  be  sold 
vastly  under  their  Value.     I  think  you  had  best  have 


some  persons  in  whom  yoii  can  Confide,  present  at 
the  sale  with  Power  to  purchase  the  large  ship  and 
the  Brig  from  Antigua,  if  he  finds  them  going  very 
much  under  their  VaUie.  It  is  not  above  two  or  three 
years  since  the  ship  cost  j^3,ooo  Sterling,  she  is  to 
be  sure  something  worse  for  wear,  &  I  believe  is  not 
Remarkably  well  formed  at  present,  as  she  has  been 
pillaged  for  the  use  of  our  Armed  Vessells  which 
must  make  a  Considerable  Abatement  of  her  Value. 
The  Brigantiiie  is  I  suppose  in  the  same  predicament. 
But  a  good  Judge  will  easily  know  the  Value.  Wm. 
Watson  Es(|r.  of  Plymouth  Advises  that  the  prizes 
Horfolk  and  Happy  Return,  are  Condemned,  and 
Desires  I  would  appoint  a  Day  for  sale  of  them  and 
their  Cargoes.  This  you  will  please  to  do — letting 
them  be  Advertised  in  the  papers  at  least  a  fortnight 
before  the  sale.  I  have  had  no  advice  from  Congress 
relative  to  your  resignation.  I  shall  write  them  this 
day  to  know  what  officer  they  may  think  proper  to 
the  command  in  your  state.  When  I  receive  their 
answer,  you  shall  be  informed.     I  am,  &c. 
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TO    LUNIi    WASHINGTON.  MOUNT  VERNON. 

New  Vohk,  lo  M»y,  t776. 

Dkar  Lund, 

As  I  am  not  able  to  form  any  idea  of  the  time  of 
my  return,  and  as  it  is  very  reasonable  and  just,  that 
Mr.  Custis  should  be  possessed  of  hts  estate,  although 
it  is  not  in  my  power,  (circumstanced  as  I  am  at 
present),  to  liquidate  the  accounts  and  make  a  final 
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settlement  with  him,  I  have  wrote  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Secretary's  office  for  authentic  copies  of  the  last 
accounts,  which  1  exhibited  against  him  and  the  estate 
of  his  deceased  sister.  With  these  (for  I  have  directed 
them  to  be  sent  to  you)  and  the  bundle  of  bonds,  which 
you  will  6 nd  among  my  papers.  1  would  have  Mr.  Custis 
and  you  repair  to  Colonel  Mason  and  get  him,  as  a 
common  friend  to  us  both,  as  a  gentleman  well  ac- 
quainted with  business,  and  very  capable  of  drawing 
up  a  proper  memorandum  of  the  transaction,  to 
deliver  him  his  own  bonds,  which,  if  my  memory  fails 
me  not,  and  no  changes  have  happened,  are  in  one 
parcel  and  endorsed ;  and  at  the  same  time  deliver 
him  as  many  bonds  out  of  the  other  parcel,  endorsed 
Miss  Custis's  bonds,  as  will  pay  him  his  moiety  of 
her  fortune  and  the  balance,  which  will  appear  due  to 
him  from  me,  at  my  last  settlement  with  the  General 
Court.  How  the  account  will  then  stand  between  us, 
I  cannot  with  precision  say,  but  I  believe  the  balance 
will  be  rather  in  my  favor  than  his. 

In  my  last  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Miss  Custis 
(which  you  will  have  sent  to  you,  I  expect,  by  Mr. 
Everard),  every  bond,  mortgage,  &c. ,  were  fully 
accounted  for,  and  will  be  the  best  ground  to  found 
the  dividend  (between  Mr.  Custis  and  myself)  upon 
lest  any  of  the  bonds  or  mortgages  should  be  mis- 
placed, or  in  the  office. 

Mr.  Mercer's  bonds  I  have  promised  to  take  Into 
my  part ;  and,  as  there  are  wheat  and  other  accounts 
opened  between  that  estate  and  me,  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  them  allotted  accordingly.     In  like  manner, 
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I  promised  to  take  Mr.  Robert  Adams's  debt  upon 
myself,  and  believe  the  last  mortgage  from  him  was 
taken  in  my  own  name.  As  to  the  others,  I  do  not 
care  how  they  are  divided,  nor  was  I  anxious  about 
these,  further  than  that  It  served  to  comply  with  their 
desires,  founded  (I  believe)  on  an  opinion,  that  I 
should  not  press  them  for  the  money. 

The  bank  stock  must,  I  presume,  be  equally  di- 
vided between  us.  Long  beforo  I  left  Virginia,  I 
directed  it  to  be  sold,  writing  to  Messrs.  Carj'  and 
Company,  who  had  always  received  the  dividends,  to 
negotiate  the  matter ;  in  consequence,  they  sent  me 
a  power  of  attorney,  and  a  great  deal  of  formal  stufT 
for  Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  to  execute  before 
the  governor.  This  wc  did,  literally  as  required,  and 
transmitted;  since  which,  the  directors  of  the  bank 
have  prescribed  another  mode,  and  1  have  had  for- 
warded to  me  another  set  of  papers,  to  be  executed 
also  before  the  governor,  which  it  has  never  been  in  my 
power  to  do,  as  they  arrived  but  a  little  wiiile  before 
I  set  out  for  the  Congress  last  spring.  Thus  the 
matter  stands,  as  far  as  I  know,  with  respect  to  the 
money  in  the  funds. 

There  is  another  matter,  which  I  think  justice  to 
myself  requires  to  be  mentioned,  and  that  is,  with 
respect  to  the  sterling  balance,  which  it  will  appear  I 
was  owing  to  Mr.  Custis  upon  the  last  settlement.  It 
was  then,  and  ever  since  has  been,  my  Intention  to 
assign  to  him  as  many  bonds,  carrying  interest,  as 
would  discharge  this  balance ;  but  my  attendance 
upon  Congress  in  the  fall  of    1774.    and  spring  of 


I 


r6] 


GEORXJE  WASHINGTON. 


73 


1775,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  attend  the  General 
Court  at  tlieir  sessions  ;  consequently  no  order  could 
be  taken,  or  account  rendered,  of  this  matter  ;  and 
now.  by  the  rise  of  exchange,  if  I  were  to  turn  current 
money  bonds  intosterling^,  I  should  be  a  considerable 
sufferer,  when  I  had  not,  nor  could  have,  any  interest 
in  delaying  of  it ;  and  that  it  was  so  delayed  was 
owing  to  the  reasons  abovementioned,  it  being  a  prac- 
tice to  let  out  ]iis  money  upon  interest  as  soon  as  tt 
came  to  my  hands. 

The  many  matters,  which  hang  heavy  upon  my 
hands  at  present,  do  not  allow  me  time  to  add  more, 
but  oblige  me  to  request,  as  I  have  not  written  fully 
to  Colonel  Mason  on  this  subject,  that  you  will  show 
him.  and  if  necessary'  let  him  have  this  letter.  I  am. 
very  sincerely,  &c.' 

' "  The  uncertatnly  of  my  ntuni,  and  the  jusliceAf  «invnderin|;  to  Mr.  Caslis 
■  he  bonds,  which  t  have  taken  for  Iht  moneys  nuKd  from  hin  estate,  and  lent 
nal  upon  tntemi,  a>  also  \a%  moiety  of  his  deceased  vittcr's  fortune,  (condstinu 
■Itogelltcr  of  hniiils,  ftc.)  ol)li|>e  me  10  hnve  recmine  lt>  a  friend,  to  we  thli  mai- 
ler dotK,  and  a  proper  iiieniorandum  of  the  imnsnaiini  made.  I  could  think  of 
SO  oat.  IB  whose  fncndiihip,  care,  and  abilities  I  could  so  much  confide,  to  do 
Mr.  Cu«I))  and  me  ihU  favor,  aa  younelt ;  and,  therefore,  1  take  the  liberty  of 
soliciting  your  aid, 

"  In  €»rdcr  Ihal  you  umy  bt  cuaWcd  to  do  ihi-  willi  etoc  and  propriety,  I  have 
written  to  the  clerk  of  the  Secretary'*  oflSce  for  allcded  copies  ol  tnv  last  Kcllled 
accounta  with  (be  tkncrnl  Court  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Cusci>>,  and  the  estate  of  his 
deceased  winter;  with  which  and  the  bonds.  I  have  deidred  him  and  Mr.  Wasti- 
iogloB  10  wait  upon  yon  for  the  purpose  aIkjvc  mmtiuned. 

"  The  amount  of  the  balance  due,  uprm  my  last  settled  occonnts,  to  Mr. 
Cmtb,  1  would  alto  hare  utignecl  liim  out  of  my  moiety  of  hi*  Ki»ler\  bonds : 
atid.  if  there  it  no  weight  in  wlul  I  hnve  ^d  in  my  Ictitri  to  Mr.  Lund  Wa*h> 
ingtoo,  cwn<:em)ng  the  riae  id  uichangc,  iind  which,  tn  avnii)  repetition,  a«  1  nm 
I  (Odd  deal  borricd.  I  have  desired  bim  lo  show  you,  I  desire  it  may  meet  with 
no  Botice.  m  I  want  nothing  but  what  is  conxlaient  with  the  strictest  Justice, 
honor,  and  even  gcnenwily :  although  I  hare  never  charged  him  or  bis  sister, 
from  the  day  of  niy  connciiun  with  them  to  tbti  hour,  one  farthing  for  all  the 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  Vork,  m  Mny.  t?76. 

Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favors  of  tlie  4  and  7  Instt.  witli  their  several  inclo- 
sures.  and  am  exceedingly  glad  that  before  the 
Resolution  respecting  Lt.  Colo.  Ogden  came  to  hand, 
I  had  ordered  him  to  join  his  Regiment,  and  had 
quelled  a  disagreeable  spirit  both  of  mutiny  and 
desertion  which  had  taken  place  and  seemed  to  be 
rising  to  a  great  degree  in  consequence  of  it — In 
order  to  effect  it,  I  had  the  Regiment  paraded,  and 
ordering  two  more  at  the  same  time  under  arms,  con- 
vinced them  of  their  error  and  ill  conduct,  and  ob- 
tained a  promise  for  their  good  behavior  in  future. 
To  such  of  them  as  had  absconded,  I  gave  pardons 
on  their  assurances  to  return  to  their  duty  again. 

In  my  Letter  of  the  5  Instt  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  you,  I  mentioned  to  Congress  the 
refractory  and  mutinous  conduct  of  Lieut  Grover  of 

tmaUe  I  have  hocl  in  managing  lh«fr  estates,  nor  foi  any  expecw  they  hare 
been  to  mc,  notwilhstantlmf;  koinc  hiindrccU  of  poun-ds  wr(>u1il  not  rcimbunic  the 
moneys  I  have  aclua.)!)-  jiaid  in  attending  \\\e  gialilii:  mceltngi.  in  William iburg 
m  coiled  iheir  clcbti^,  and  transact  thc>^e  several  matten  appertaining  to  the 
tespecLivt!  estates. 

"  A  variety  of  occurrences,  and  my  anxiety  to  put  this  place  oi  speedily  as 
possible  into  a  pMturc  of  defence,  will  not,  ai  this  time,  admic  of  my  adding 
more,  than  ihnl  I  nm,  with  unfeigned  regard,  Ac." — Watking^H  to  Gtergt 
Atat^n.  JO  May  1776. 

"Jcweph  Child  of  the  New  Vork  Train  of  Artillery  tried  at  a  lale  General 
Court  Martial  whereof  Col.  Huntington  w«  rrcMdenl  —  'for  drfmudinj; 
Chii&lophcr  SietMm  of  u  dollar,  aUo  fox  drinkiDQ  Damnation  10  all  VVhi^b  and 
Son^i  of  Liberty,  and  for  profane  curbing  and  swearing ' — The  C-ourt  finding  the 
priutncr  guilty  of  profane  c«r*ing  and  swearing,  and  spcAkiug  con  tern  pluouafy 
of  Che  American  Army,  do  aentcnce  him  to  he  drum'd  out  of  the  Anny."^ 
Ordrrly  Book,  lo  May,  1776. 


the  2d.  Regiment  and  laid  before  them  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  Court  Martial  upon  him  and  of  his 
defence,  with  a  view  that  such  measures  might  be 
adopted  as  they  should  think  adequate  to  his  crime.' 
I  will  now  beg  leave  to  inform  them,  that  since  then 
he  has  appeared  sensible  of  his  misconduct,  and 
having  made  a  written  acknowledgement  of  his 
offence  and  begged  pardon  for  it,  as  by  the  inclosed 
copy  will  appear,  I  thought  it  best  to  release  him 
from  his  confinement  and  have  ordered  him  to  join 
his  Regiment,  which  I  hope  will  meet  their  approba- 
tion,   and   render  any  determination  as  to  him  un- 


*  "  UeuL  Crovcr.  of  the  sd  Regiment  (cammBnttec)  liy  Col.  James  Kccrt.) 
having  been  iric<l  by  a  licncral  Cniiit  Martial,  fof  *  itisuliiiig  Capt.  Wilkinson, 
duobcytng  his  orden  and  nbtiiivc  laiij;ua£i; '  '"'a^  foiiiid  guihjr  of  the  charge, 
mnd  )fet  mulcl'd  ol  half  a  monlli's  pajr  only— a  piinUliinrnl  *i>  «cerdingly  dis. 
pivportion«d  to  the  offencr,  thai  the  General  ic»olved  lu  \ny  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding before  the  Congrew,  ami  Vnotv  whether  lliev  inclined  to  continue  an 
officer  in  their  tervicc  wliu  had  mis  bcliavcd  iu  so  capital  a  point :  bat  Lieut. 
Cnver  appearing  to  be  ihoroughljr  convinced  of  the  error  of  hit  conduct,  and 
kavii^  prmnlKed  strict  (obedience  lo  the  order,  of  his  Capiain.  and  other  supe- 
rint  officers,  for  ihc  time  lo  come,  the  General  (befoie  any  determination  of 
Conpvu  could  be  had  ii|<an  Ihc  matter)  (inlcred  him  to  be  released,  and  lo  join 
his  regiment  ;  but  has  it  now  in  command  from  Conj^re^^,  to  Mjjnify  lo  the 
Army,  that  no  promotion  upon  vncani'iet.  aball  take  place  merely  by  KucccsittDn, 
witbont  ihcir  authoriiy,  insomuch  ac  they  have  rescned  and  will  ckernsc  ihe 
power,  of  giriiie  CommiSBiDtis  to  persons  of  ntcril,  rcsanlles^  of  any  claim  by 
mecealoa.  Of  thti  all  officen  are  ile^ircd  lo  lake  notice,  xt  it  may  ^rrveon 
Ihr  one  band  to  prevent  the  di»>atii  fact  ion  ubicb  have  bul  loo  frequently 
Aiten,  fran  an  idea,  that  all  prumottont  should  be  confined  to  reifumentk,  and 
^  In  regular  «ucce**ion,  and  hcciiite  on  the  other  IiamI,  il  opens  a  large  field 
lot  the  lewsrdins  of  raeril,  which  ought,  and  U  hoped  will  be,  a  powerful  en- 
dienent  to  tht^  brave  and  active,  to  t,ignali»  them»clve«  in  the  noble  catuc 
ibcy  arc  engaged  in. 

"  This  determination  of  <.'ongre«,  the  Adjutant  General  i*  to  cummunieate  lo 
ihe  officer*  commanding  in  rijlfrreeil  dcpartinenli,  that  il  may  he  published  to 
ihcdtRereni  Rqpmenl*aod  Corps,  uinler  their  respective coininand»,"—Orrffr/)' 
JJW*,  |6  May,  1776. 


neccssarj'  ;  observing,  at  the  same  time  that  I  have 
endeavored,  and  I  flatter  myself  not  ineffectually,  to 
support  their  authority  and  a  due  subordination  in  the 
army.  I  have  found  it  of  importance  and  highly  ex- 
pedient to  yield  many  points  in  fact,  without  seeming 
to  have  done  it,  and  this  to  avoid  bringing  on  a  too 
frequent  discussion  of  matters  which  in  a  political 
view  ought  to  be  kept  a  little  behind  the  curtain,  and 
not  be  made  too  much  the  subjects  of  disquisition. 
Time  only  can  eradicate  and  overcome  customs  and 
prejudices  of  long  standing — they  must  be  got  the 
better  of  by  slow  and  gradual  advances. 

I  would  here  take  occasion  to  suggest  to  Congress, 
(not  wishing  or  meaning  of  myself  to  assume  the 
smallest  degree  of  power  in  any  instance,)  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  having  their  sentiments  re- 
specting the  filling  up  the  vacancies  and  issuing 
commissions  to  officers,  especially  to  those  under  the 
rank  of  ficld-ofificers.  Had  I  literally  complied  with 
the  directions  given  upon  this  subject,  when  I  first 
engaged  in  the  service,  and  which  I  conceived  to  be 
superseded  by  a  subsequent  resolve  for  forming  the 
army  upon  the  present  establishment,  I  must  have 
employed  one  clerk  for  no  other  business  than  issuing 
warrants  of  appointment,  and  giving  information  to 
Congress  for  their  confirmation  or  refusal.  It  being 
evident  from  the  necessity  of  the  thing,  that  there 
will  be  frequent  changes  and  vacancies  in  office,  from 
death  and  a  variety  of  other  causes,  I  now  submit  it 
to  them,  and  pray  tlieir  direction,  whether  I  am  to 
pursue  that  mode,  and  all  the  ceremonies  attending 
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it,  or  to  be  at  liberty  to  fill  up  and  grant  commissions 
at  once  to  such,  as  may  be  fit  and  proper  persons  to 
succeed 

When  I  came  from  Cambridge,  I  left  instructions 
with  Colo.  Knox  of  the  Artillery  Regiment  for  the 
regulation  of  his  conduct,  and  among  other  things 
directed  him  immediately  to  send  forward  to  this 
place  Lt.  Colo,  Burbcck.  who  notwithstanding  he  re- 
ceived orders  for  that  purpose  has  refused  to  come, — 
considering  himself  as  he  says  in  his  answer  to  Colo. 
Knox,  his  Letter,  (copies  of  which  I  have  inclosed) 
bound  in  point  of  generosity-  to  stay  in  the  service  of 
the  province,  tho  I  am  told  by  Col.  Knox  that  some 
of  the  members  of  the  General  Court  on  hearing  of 
the  matter  informed  him,  that  they  did  not  consider 
him  as  engaged  to  them,  and  that  he  had  no  just  pre- 
text for  his  refusal.  I  thought  it  right  to  lay  this  mat- 
ter before  Congress,  and  submit  it  to  them,  whether 
Colo,  Burbeck,  who  will  or  will  not  serve  the  Continent, 
or  go  to  this  or  that  place  as  it  may  suit  his  convenience 
and  square  with  liis  pretended  notions  of  generousity, 
shou'd  be  longer  continued  in  office.' 

Before  I  have  done,  with  the  utmost  deference  and 
respect,  I  would  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress  of  my 
former  letters  and  applications,  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  proper  persons  to  superintend  and  take  direc- 
tion of  such  prisoners,  as  have  already  fallen  and  will 
fall  into  our  hands  in  the  course  of  the  war,  being  fully 
convinced,  that,  if  there  were  persons  appointed  for,  & 


>  "  Kesffivt^,  lh»t  lieii(eQ*nl<colcinel  Burbeck  be  ilismiiiscil  from  the  Conli> 
nenul  ^nKt;."~'JpttrtutU  oj  C^ngr*s$,  35  H»jr.  1776. 
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who  would  take  the  whole  management  of  them  under 
their  care,  that  the  continent  would  save  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  by  it,  and  the  prisoners  be  better 
treated  and  provided  with  real  necessaries,  than  what 
they  now  are  ;  and  shall  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that 
it  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  much  importance,  and 
worthy  of  consideration,  that  particular  and  proper 
places  of  security  should  be  fixed  on  and  established 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  different  governments  for 
their  reception. 

Such  establishments  are  agreeable  to  the  practice 
and  usage  of  the  English  and  other  nations,  and  are 
founded  on  principles  of  necessity  and  public  utility. 
The  advantages,  which  will  arise  from  'em,  are 
obvious  and  many.  I  shall  mention  only  two  or 
three.  They  will  tend  much  to  prevent  escapes, 
which  arc  difficult  to  effect,  when  the  public  is  once 
advertised,  that  the  prisoners  are  restrained  to  a  few 
stated  and  well-known  places,  and  not  permitted  to 
goe  from  thence  ;  and  the  more  ingenious  among 
them  from  disseminating  and  spreading  their  artful 
and  pernicious  intrigues  and  opinions  throughout  the 
country,  which  would  influence  the  weaker  and  waver- 
ing part  of  mankind,  and  meet  with  but  too  favorable 
a  hearing.  Further,  it  will  be  less  in  their  power  to 
join  and  assist  our  enemies  in  cases  of  invasions,  and 
will  give  us  an  opportunity  always  to  know,  from 
the  returns  of  those  appointed  to  superintend  them, 
what  number  we  have  in  possession,  the  force  suffi- 
cient to  check  and  suppress  their  hostile  views  in 
times  of  emergency,  and  the  expenses  necessary  for 
their  maintenance  &  support.      Many  other  reasons 
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might  be  adduced  to  prove  the  necessity  and  ex* 
pediency  of  the  measure.  I  shall  only  subjoin  one 
more,  and  then  have  done  on  the  subject,  which  Is, 
that  many  of  the  towns,  where  prisoners  have  been 
already  sent,  not  having  convenience  for  or  the  means 
of  keeping  them,  complain  that  they  arc  burdensome  ; 
and  have  become  careless,  inattentive,  and  altogether 
indifferent  whether  they  escape  or  not ;  and  those  of 
'em  that  are  restricted  to  a  closer  confinement,  the 
limits  of  jail,  neglected,  and  not  treated  with  that  care 
and  regard,  which  Congress  wish.' 

I  have  not  received  further  intelligence  of  the  Ger- 
man troops  "since  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  covering 
Mr.  Cushing's  despatches  :  hut,  lest  the  account  of 
their  coming  should  be  true,  may  it  not  be  advisable 
and  good  policy  to  raise  some  companies  of  our  Ger- 
mans to  send  among  them  when  they  arrive,  for  excit- 
ing a  spirit  of  disaffection  and  desertion  ?  If  a  few 
sensible  and  trusty  fellows  could  get  with  them,  I 
should  think  they  would  have  great  weight  and  intlu- 
ence  with  the  common  soldiery,  who  certainly  have 
no  enmity  towards  us,  having  received  no  injury  nor 
cause  of  quarrel  from  us.  The  measure  having  oc- 
curred, and  appearing  to  me  expedient,  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  mention  it  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. Having  received  a  letter  from  General  Ward, 
advising  that  Congress  have  accepted  his  resignation, 
and  praying  to  be  relieved,  and  it  being  ncccssar)^ 
that  a  general  officer  should  be  sent  to  take  the  com- 

'  See  JouwiuUi  0/  ComgrtJt,  it  Ka.j,  1776. 

*  GenniiR  (roa|>s  uid  to  he  coming  from  Kutopc  to  rctntciice  the  Biiliah  anny 
in  AmerSo-    InttillEence  todiiicfledhflJ  been  coinmunioied  hy  Mr.  Cu^hinft. 


mand  of  the  troops  at  Boston,  especially  if  the  army 
should  arrive,  which  is  talked  of,  and  which  some 
consider  as  a  probable  event,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  Congress  the  appointment  of  some 
brigadier-generals,  not  having  more  here,  (nor  so 
many  at  this  time)  than  are  essential  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  conducting  the  forces  and  works,  that  are 
carrying  on.  Generals  Sullivan  and  Thompson  being 
ordered  to  Canada,  I  cannot  spare  one  more  general 
officer  from  hence  without  injuring  the  service  greatly, 
and  leaving  the  army  here  without  a  sufficient  num- 
ber.' Having  frequent  application  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  and  others,  about  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  and  not  having  authority  to  pursue  any 
mode  in  this  instance,  than  that  marked  out  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress  some  considerable  time  ago,  1 
hope  they  will  pardon  me  when  I  wish  them  to  take 
under  consideration  such  parts  of  my  letter  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  as  relate  to  this  subject  and  for  their 
determination  upon  it.  I  shall  then  have  it  in  my 
power  to  give  explicit  and  satisfactory  answers  to 
those  who  shall  apply.' 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Nkw  Vobjc,  is  M^y,  1776. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last  of  the  11    Instt.  which  I  had    the 
honor  to  address  you,  nothing  of  moment  or  import- 

'  Cungiem  rc!>u]v»il,  in  compliance  with  the  alinve  request,  an  the  I^lh  oJ 
May,  that  t^nernl  WonhinijlDn  shnukl  orfic»  n  inajor>gcncni1  ti>  ukc  commnntl 
in  (he  vasiero  ilepArxment,  and  bIk)  send  a  brigadier  on  thui  tervice. 

*  Kead  May  i^tli.     Kefemtl  tu  Liviugslon,  JcSenuii,  Kud  J.  Adauu,, 
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ance  has  occurred,  and  the  priacipal  design  of  this  is 
to  communicate  to  Congress  the  intelligence  1  re- 
ceived last  night  from  General  Schuyler  by  a  letter 
of  the  loth  respecting  the  progress  of  our  Troops  in 
getting  towards  Canada— not  doubting  of  their  im- 
patience and  anxiety  to  hear  of  it,  and  of  every  thing 
relating  to  the  Expedition — for  their  more  particular 
information  &  satisfaction,  I  have  done  myself  the 
pleasure  to  extract  the  substance  of  his  Letter  on 
this  Head,  which  is  as  follows : 

*^  That  Gcni.  Thompson  with  Ihe  last  of  his  Brigade  in  the 
morniag  of  Tuesday  sennight  embarked  at  b'ort  (jeorge  and 
in  the  Evening  of  the  next  day  Oenl.  Sullivan  arrived  at  Albany. 
That  he  had  ordered  an  Additional  number  of  Carpenters  to 
aftAtst  in  btiildini;  Boats,  who  finishing  Eight  every  day,  would 
have  no  complete  by  the  aist,  before  whirh  he  was  fearfiill  the 
last  of  _Genl.  Sullivan's  Brigade  could  not  embark.  That  they 
mnild  carry  30  men  each  besides  the  Baggage,  Ammunition  and 
Intrenching  Tools.  That  he  has  given  most  pointed  orders  to 
restrain  the  licentiousness  of  the  Troo])s,  which  was  disgraceful 
and  very  injurious,  in  those  gone  on  heretofore,  in  abusing  the 
Inhabitants  and  Batteau  men  and  that  he  had  ordered  C'aptain 
Romans  from  Canada  for  Trial  at  Albany,  there  being  sundry 
complaints  lodged  against  him.  He  also  informs  that  the  60 
Barrells  of  powder  had  arrived  and  would  be  forwarded  that  day  ; 
that  the  ist  Regiment  of  Oenl.  Sullivan'<i  Brigade  marched  that 
morning,  and  that  the  Intrcaching  Tools  and  about  600  Barrella 
of  Pork  were  also  gone  on  ;  that  he  cannot  possibly  send  more 
tlian  half  of  the  300,000  Dollars  into  Canada  being  greatly  in 
debt  on  the  public  Account,  and  the  Creditors  exceedingly  clam- 
orous and  importunate  for  payment,  which  sum  he  hopes  will 
be  Bufficieni  till  the  Canadians  agree  to  take  our  paper  Currency 
to  which  they  are  much  averse,  and  of  which  he  is  exceedingly 
doubtfull ;  That  he  had  got  the  Chain  and  would  forward  it  that 
day  to  Genl.  Arnold  with  orders  to  fix  it  «t  the  Rapids  of  Rich- 
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lieu.  He  adds  that  he  had  reviewed  Genl.  Sullivan's  Brigade  in 
presence  of  about  260  Indians  who  were  greatly  pleased  with  the 
order  and  regularity  of  the  Troops  and  surprized  at  the  number 
which  the  Tories  had  industriously  propagated  consisted  only  of 
3  Companies  and  that  they  were  kept  always  walking  the  Streets 
to  Induce  'em  to  believe  their  number  was  much  greater  than  it 
really  was."' 

I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  General  Schuyler's  In- 
structions to  Jas.  Price  Esqr  Deputy  Commy  Genl 
for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct  in  that  department 
which  I  received  last  night  &  which  Genl.  Schuyler 
requested  me  to  forward  you  ;  I  also  beg-  leave  to  lay 
before  Congress  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Saml. 
Stringer  director  of  one  of  the  Hospitals,  purporting 
an  application  for  an  Increase  of  surgeons,  mates 
&c. — an  estimate  of  which  is  also  inclosed  and  submit 
it  to  them  what  number  must  be  sent  from  hence,  or 
got  elsewhere.  It  is  highly  probable  that  many  more 
will  be  wanted  in  Canada,  than  what  are  already 
there,  on  account  of  the  late  augmentation  of  the 
Army,  but  I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  make  his 
requisition  known  to  Congress  and  to  take  their  order 

'  **  The  letter  from  the  Coiamissionen,  which  jroii  were  kind  enough  to  leare 
open  (or  my  permol,  tlescrihcs  mAttcn  unil  the  lilnation  of  mir  afTairt  in  ratt- 
sda  in  so  striking  a  light,  ihil  nothing  Iran  than  Ihc  nical  wiiic  and  vigorous 
eierlioni  of  Cooi^reu  and  ihc  army  [liere,  ulii  prnmiic  \accemn  to  aur  icheinn 
and  plans  in  ihal  quarlcr.  \Vhat  might  3i:ive  been  clTccictt  last  year  wittioul 
much  (tilBculty,  tia^  Liecome  an  uduuuis  and  imporiaiit  work.  However,  I  hope 
all  thin(;s  will  yclgoe  well.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  so  large  a  tiutithcr  of 
Indians  was  present  fit  the  review  of  General  Sullivan's  brigade ;  They  pmbobly. 
Irom  the  appearance  <A  m  many  armed  men,  wimewhni  Insttncted  in  discipline, 
may  liave  received  favorable  some  imprcv>ion!^  i>f  our  Slri-nglh  kuRificiit  lo 
ctjunter-o^ierale  all  the  Iiigeniuuit  and  tnMdiuus  orb  of  Turyii-ni.— H1ieti  tlivw 
arrive,  which  >'ou  mcDtion,  I  sliail  take  proper  notice  of  ihcm,  and  have  nccci>- 
sary  provisionn  made  for  their  cnteruinmcni. " —  {VatMiivtc*  if  Cfnrrai  Stkmy- 
kr,  16  May,  1776. 
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and  direction  upon  it.  As  to  the  Medicines,  I  shall 
speak  to  Doctor  Morgan  (not  yet  arrived)  as  soon  as 
he  comes  and  order  him  to  forward  such  as  may  be 
necessary  and  can  be  possibly  spared.' 

'  Read  May  i6th.     RHcircd  to  Wm.  Liviu);scoit.  JcfTettfUn,  and  J.  Adanu. 

Three  Cofninisiionu^.  Fianklio,  Chiu«,  and  Carroll,  wer«  appointed  by  Con- 
pea.  Febnury  tstli,  to  repair  to  Canada.  By  ihctr  instnictions  thcf  wtrc  In 
UM  all  anitable  means' to  induce  the  Canadinns  lo  join  the  other  co!onie«  in  the 
contest  againsl  KngUnd  ;  lo  promise  Iliem  the  luimc  privilegen  o!  an  indepen< 
dent  govemment.  and  Ihc  Mme  protection,  that  were  enjoyed  by  each  o(  the 
alliei'  colon ick ;  to  convince  ihem,  that  thejr  were  e<]ually  inLcmted  in  the 
cooinK^n  caiHc,  and  would  profit  e<]na]ly  by  ihr  advaniagps  of  *iici:c«»  :  and  la 
atsive  ibcm  that  free  toleration  should  l<c  allowed  in  religion,  that  ihe  terms  ot 
wiion  thoiikl  be  umilar  lo  lho«e  binding  logelher  Ihe  nlh«r  colonics,  and  thnl. 
in  caac  they  should  join  the  union,  these  colonies  would  prol<r(:l  lhema|{ain!>t  all 
enenies.  The  CommiMJoner*  were  al.xo  empirwcred  to edabSish a  printing* press, 
to«eUle  diBerenccK  between  the  inhsbitanls  and  the  Iroop*.  ir>  rcforni  nhiisnin 
the  amy.  tu  establish  rej^lation*  (ot  pro^rvjng  pc.ite  and  i^rrod  order,  and.  in 
effecting  these  obiccis,  lo  suspend  any  dvit  m  military  oAi(;«r,  till  ilic  pleasore 
nl  the  Congress  should  be  known.  Armed  with  these  extensive  powers,  the 
I'-ooiiDiwioncrs  arrived  at  Montreal  on  (he  Si^tli  ol  April.  They  were  acenmpo- 
nicd  by  the  Reverend  John  Carroll,  a  Catholic  ckrgyniiin.  afterwards  arch- 
biahap  ol  Kaltitnore,  whrnc  infltTrnrc  with  ihr  people  it  vr.i^  llinughl  would  lie 
aacfal,  on  accoant  of  his  lelij^crus  principles  and  chaiaeier.  Iliit  they  ionndthe 
stale  of  affairs  in  Canadn  by  no  means  Mitb,  at  to  encourage  any  jiit'l  hope  of 
■scccss  to  their  mission.  Negligence,  mismanogemcni.  and  a  combination  ot 
nnlacky  incidents,  h*d  produced  a  confusion  and  disorder,  that  it  was  now  too 
late  to  remedy.  The  Commissioner*  used  every  effort  in  theit  power,  but  In 
little  eBect.  Ill  health  caused  Di.  Franklin  to  rclutn  in  a  few  days.  His  two 
a*aociate>  remainol  till  after  the  American  [oroe*  had  lelrealol  to  .Sore),  and 
were  preparing  lo  ovacaste  Canada. 

"The  Continental  Coogrest  having  ordered  Friday  ibe  iTth  instant  to  be 
obtcTTcd  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  pmycr,  humbly  In  supitlknte  the 
mercy  of  Almighty  (iod,  that  ii  would  plciA'te  hiin  to  pardon  .ill  oitr  manifohi 
iin*  and  transgrciuionK,  and  to  prosper  the  ann^  of  the  United  Colonics,  and 
Anally  establish  the  peace  and  freedom  of  America  upon  a  wkid  anil  lasting 
toBBdalson  .  the  General  comm%iidk  all  officers  and  soldiers  to  pay  strict  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  of  ihe  Continental  Congrew ;  that,  by  ihclr  unfeigned  and 
piooa  observance  of  their  religious  duties,  they  may  incline  the  Lotd  and  ijivcr 
of  victory  lo  pratper  i>ur  .irms." — OrJerly  Bank,  ij  May.  iJ7ft. 

"  Vour  favor  tA  tlic  t^ih,  with  an  account  of  the  apprehending  of  Sundry 
Tories  by  order  of  your  Lomniitlcc,  and  the  taking  of  others  by  Capt.    Harden, 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

New  York.  17  M«jr.  1776. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  this  morning  Received  your  favor  of  the  1 3  Instant 
with  its  Enclosures,  Conveying  Intelligence  of  the 
Melancholy  situation  of  our  aflfairs  in  Canada,'  and 
am  not  without  my  fears,  I  confess,  that  the  prospect 
we  had  of  possessing  that  Country,  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  the  present  controversy,  is  almost  over, 
or  at  least  that  it  will  be  effected  with  much  more 
difficulty  and  effusion  of  blood,  than  were  necessary, 
had  our  exertions  been  timely  applied. — However  we 
must  not  despair.  A  manly  and  spirited  opposition 
only  can  ensure  success,  and  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  improving  the  advantage  they  have  obtained. — 
I  have  forwarded  the  Letters  to  Congress;  and  their 
answer  to  you  and  the  Honorable  Commissioners  I 
will  transmit  to  you,  as  soon  as  they  come  to  hand. — 

is  now  before  me,  Vnur  Zeal  and  activity  upon  this  occa«oiik  truly  commend- 
able, and  with  K*"!^*'  plnuiirr  I  will  lentl  any  ait)  in  my  pow«T,  ihal  &hnJt  ht 
thout;li[  wiUiiu  tbc  litieur  my  licpiLrtincnl.  lu  rwitout  or  Secure  i^ucti  ohuminBlilr 
pcsis  of  Soi:iciy.  But  ss  you  luivc  neither  pointcil  out  the  names  or  places  of 
abode  of  the  persons  alluded  l«  by  your  Infnrmants  on  Long  Uluid,  I  mitxt 
l>cg  Ihc  (Avor  o(  a  more  explicit  detcriplioii  from  yoj  ;  and,  in  the  mean  while, 
win  !rcl  on  tool  a  proper  iniguiry  into  t)ii&  matter,  of  lonie  (jciillemen  here 
acc^uaintcd  witJi  (he  Ivland,  &  concert  some  I'tan  for  defeating  the  design*, 
which  you  think  are  in  agitation.  1  (hall  add  to  man  at  present,  than  that  1 
am,  &c. —  lyasfitHss^n  /n  the  Cemmitfte  of  Suffolk,  j6  May,  1776. 

"  Roben  HanMn  Harrison,  Esq.,  is  appoinled  Secretary  to  the  Comm&ndcT 
in  Chief,  in  the  room  of  Joseph  Rccd  Esq,,  whose  private  conecmawillnot per- 
mit him  CO  continue  in  that  oflice. 

"  For  the  future,  (here  is  to  be  no  expence  of  nminnnition  at  the  Interment 
of  any  uflicer,  or  widicr,  of  the  Continental  Army,  unleu  expreiJy  ordered  tiy 
the  CommiiniJer  in  Chief." — Orderly  Btvk.  id  May,  1776. 

'  Oiving  an  account  of  a  reinforcement  of  the  enemy  at  Quebec,  and  the  re- 
treat of  the  American  forces  from  that  place  with  great  precipilnlion.  and  loss 
of  cannon,  firearms,  uod  powder  ;  and  intimaiinfi  the  probability  (hat  they 
would  b<  obliged  to  aljandon  t^nndn. 
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«S 


I  am  fully  sensible,  that  this  unfortunate  event  has 
greatly  deranged  your  schemes,  &  will  involve  you 
in  difficulties  to  be  obviated  only  by  your  Zeal  & 
assiduity  which  I  am  well  satisfied  will  not  be  wanting^ 
in  this  or  any  other  instance  where  the  good  of  your 
Country  requires  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  most  diligent  pains,  but  a 
small  part  of  the  Nails  you  wrote  for  is  yet  Collected, 
nor  will  there  be  a  possibility  of  getting  half  the 
quantity,  the  Quarter  Master  expects  that  they  will 
be  here  to  day,  when  they  will  be  instantly  forwarded 
with  the  five  Tons  of  lead — 

I  am,  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  much  esteem  and  re- 
gard, your  most  obedient  humble  servant' 

'  "  1  hare  ihi»  nigment  fcveived  by  eN|ires«  from  Graeral  Schuyler  an  «ccouiit 
of  the  melancholy  pnjspcct  ami  rcrcrec  of  ourafTnirs  in  Canada;  nnd  pretnim- 
ing.  Ihal  ihcleiicrt  which  ucompaii}-  this  will  give  (.'ongress  full  infonn&tion 
apOB  the  i*ibj«t.  I  shall  only  ndd,  that  Ci^ncral  fictuylcr,  in  pur»uaiscc  cA  orden 
(coBi  the  botiotal>lc  (..'inniniaxicnen,  hu  directed  Brigadier- Gene tal  Sullivan 
to  bait  hit  Itrigadc,  as  .1  further  reinforcement,  on  account  of  ili«  icardly  of 
pmvifiont,  w-outd  not  relieve,  but  conlribute  greatly  to  ditiresK  our  troops 
already  in  Canada.  Before  he  received  ihe«e  ordcn.  all  ibc  brif^de  except 
Oaytoo'a  and  Wayne's  regimeni-t  had  left  Albany  ;  but  I  ^uppoie  he  will  he  able 
toslop  tbcit  march," —  WaihingtoM  lotht  i'rtiidftit  ej  Co*tgre*i.  17  May.  1776. 

"  K\  I  have  no  doubt  of  (he  Willi nf(iiet<i  of  ihe  militia  of  ihtt  Cily  to  join  in 
Its  (lefeoce  againit  (he  atlcinplii  uf  the  Enenim  uf  America,  it  it  highly  nrces- 
*sry  in  order  lo  avoid  Coiifnqon  in  Che  time  <>f  any  alarm  that  the  PohCn  of  the 
Several  Regiments  of  Militia  be  fixed  on  !n  conjunction  with  thusc  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  and  thai  they  be  aLloited  to  the  Brigades  most  convenient  to 
their  terera)  Situations.  And  as  I  am  now  arranging  that  port  of  the  Ilnrinen 
of  the  amy.  it  will,  I  presume,  be  proper  that  directions  he  given  to  (he  Coin- 
manding  Officer*  of  the  Several  Corpt  to  take  the  Stalionit  that  1  chall  Aksign, 
by  the  orders  they  may  in  lime  of  Danger  receive  from  me  ur  the  Itrigadicr 
Getteralt  of  ibc  Continental  Army.  'I'he  like  meuiiTP  will  be  equally  neceuary 
with  regaitl  10  the  Militia  of  Kingi  County  and  port  of  t^ieenn  County,  an 
Long  Iflauit,  and  also  the  Miliiia  of  St.iten  Inland  :  and  I  ^im  persuaded  thut 
the  Riention  ol  ■  Matter  *o  obviously  Necessary  will  be  >iiitictcnl  lo  induce  the 
CopgWM  of  ihia  province  to  give  »uch  directional  ai  are  proper  on  this  Coca  •!  ion." 
—  Waskini^tait  lb  tkt  CenventioH  of  N*v>  York,  17  May,  1776. 


TO    RICHARD     HENKY    LEE. 


Nkw-  Vork.  i8  Majr,  1776. 

Mv  Dkar  Sir. 

In  great  haste  I  write  you  a  few  lines  to  cover  the 
enclosed  ; '  they  came  in  the  manner  you  see  them. 
and  as  explained  in  Captain  Langdon's  letter  to  me. 
I  hesitated  some  time  in  determining  whether  I  could, 

'  George  Mcrchnnl.  one  of  Arnold's  men  cnpturcd  at  Quebec  and  sent  «  prii^ 
(inct  to  EngUnd.  had  made  hi«  »L-ape  ntid  returned  to  America  with  lellen 
"  canct^aled  id  the  waistband  of  hi»  brccchet."  I'hc  l«llrn  were  fri>rn  Arthur 
l^ec  and  were  nddtcaed  lu  "  Lieuleiianl  Governor  Coldeit."  a*  a  blind.  They 
ere  primed  in  a  garbled  *t«.tc  in  Sparkn.  Oipiamotii  Currfif^ndrfttt  0/  tht 
Aiteruan  HevolutioH.  L.  380  W  i.y. 

"I  (lu  mjTKlf  the  honor  tn  irantimil  to  yon  the  encloanl  letieri  and  papers,  I 
rcLcivcd  this  niorniii);  in  the  ^late  they  novf  arc.  and  which  L-oiiIain  iuiidiy  mat* 
teri«  of  inlelligcnie  of  the  a\asx  inlcresling  naiuic.  Ai  the  couudcrotion  of 
them  may  Imd  to  important  conw>)ucncc»,  and  the  adoption  of  tevrrnl  measures 
ID  the  military  line,  I  have  ihousbc  H  odviMble  for  General  Gale«  to  attend 
Coi^Tciis  he  will  M!ow  iii-moriuw.  and  tati»f;  &  eKploin  to  litem  Mme  points 
they  may  wish  to  l>e  iiilonned  in  the  <.-ourM:  of  their  delibtraiionii.nnt  having  on 
opportunity  at  this  time  to  •ulimit  my  lliougbif  to  them  upon  Ihe»c  inlcrcstinj; 
aCGOUnU." — Waikin^^tan  to  Ihi  PrtiidenI  0/ 0>i*nrttt,  I6  May,  1776, 

"The  General  hoa  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  recruiting  aflicen  of  the  rcgi- 
nieiiik  thai:  lanic  Irom  the  eastward  (no  allowance  having  been  heretofore  mode 
them)  (hat  upon  a  repre^entaiiciii  of  their  case,  Congress  have  been  pleaded  to 
allow  a  Dollar  and  one  thin)  of  a  Dollar,  for  eatli  good,  and  able  bodied  man. 
that  shall  be  rc<:niited,  for  the  purpose  of  complctittg  the  several  r^ments,  ai. 
acompenaailon  (or  their  trouble,  and  e&pence  ;  and  that  the  Mme  allowance 
will  he  mode  Itiose  oHicen,  who  have  bcrcloForc  tnlbilcd  men,  upon  the  neu 
CKlabliiJimenl,  excluding  oU  Boyi,  ^nd  luch  men  a«  were  ioliMed  in  Camp  out 
of  the  old  regimcntH. 

"  The  several  Officers,  which  have  been  employed  in  this  service,  are  to  settle 
this  mniter.  under  these  meptions,  with  tbuir  several  Colonels,  01  commundini; 
officers  ;  and  lo  ^ive  in  rolU  of  the  mcn'K  names,  by  them  respectively  inlisieri. 

"The  utmost  care  and  exaclncss  i"*  recommended  10  the  Officers  claiming 
this  allowance,  a^  proof  will  be  required,  agreeable  to  ibe  above  dircctiona." 
—Orderfy  Book,  18  May,  I776. 

"  The  Brigadier  Geacrab  are  deiiied  lo  make  their  respective  Brigodo.  per- 
fectly auc|unintGd  with  the  alarm  posts,  which  have  been  reported  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief:  Rut  tn  cai^  of  an  Alarm,  the  rcKpecllvc  regimenta  ore  to 
dr«w  up,  oppnnie  to  their  encampments,  or  quarters,  unlil  (hey  receive  ofdtrs 
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with  propriety,  select  them  from  the  rest,  considering 
in  what  manner  they  came  to  my  hands  ;  but  as  there 
are  some  things  in  each  which  may  serve  to  irritate, 
I  concluded  ii  best  to  send  not  only  the  one  directe<I 
to  you.  but  the  other  also,  (to  Doctor  Franklin)  un- 
der cover  to  you,  as  you  may  communicate  and  secrete 
such  parts  as  you  like.     1  have  no  time  to  add  the 

to  repair  to  the  ftlAim  pottf  above  refeired  to.  The  following  Signals  arc  tu 
give  the  aUrm,  lo  all  the  Troop*  (■*  well  regular*  aa  MUilla)  anil  [lie  Inhabitanb 
of  lh«  ciiy  :  4tu).  Ill  Ibe  clay  timetwo  Cannon  to  b«  fircci  (nun  the  mmputal 
Kort  George,  and  a  Flag  lioistcH  from  ilie  Top  of  General  Wasltington's  llcftd- 
<|nartcr> :  lu  ttie  night  titiie,  tu-o  Caruion  liied  uk  above  frum  Furt  George,  anil 
rarrt  lij^hied  Lanthems  hoivied  from  the  top  uf  Head  C^anners  aforesaid. 

"  The  Colonels  and  officcm  t.-Din  man  ding  Coipi,  Art  iinmcdinlciv  lo  hare  their 
■»eD  rompleated  wilh  Iwenly-fout  rounds  <ii  powder  and  hall  propeity,  and 
coinpleally,  made  up  into  (.' art  ridges,  \\%  roundK  of  which  each  man  ta  to  have 
ia  hb  pouch,  or  cartridge  \n3\,  for  ordinary-  duly ;  the  nMnaining  eighteen  are  to 
he  wrapped  np  tight,  in  a  Cloth,  or  coar&c  Paper,  aod  mark'ii  with  the  name  of 
the  soklier  to  wliuni  they  belong,  and  carefully  packed  into  .-in  empty  powder 
hancL  The  CapiainN  or  Officers  L-omtnanding  Companies,  are  to  sec  thai  thiit 
ts  doae,  and  to  take  into  hii  own  potAOaion,  the  barrel  with  the  cartridges 
V>  packed,  and  to  hare  thcin  delivered  ti>  the  men,  oa  occa^on  may  reijuire  ; 
And  whatioever  Soldier  shall  be  found  watting  or  etntieuling  his  ammuiiiliuEi, 
ahall  not  only  be  made  tu  pay  for  il,  but  be  punished  for  so  baae  and  sbuncful  a 
■cglect.  and  dUobediencv  of  Ordere. 

"  Notwithtlanding  the  care  and  pain.i  thai  has  heeniakenio  provide  good  armn 
for  ibc  lioopa,  on  uaminalion  thpy  arc  found  to  be  in  the  most  shocking  tilua- 
lion.  The  ColoBels  or  comniandiitg  Officers  of  the  regiments,  are  tec{uesle<l  (a 
get  the  arniR  belongiog  tu  their  regimentu,  put  in  good  order  an  ncion  At.  powible, 
the  work  lo  be  cwcuted  at  the  Continental  Armoury,  or  elsewhere,  so  i.% 
lo  have  them  repaired  in  the  mth.t  expediiioiu  manner — Ever)-  man  to  he 
fumiBbed  with  a  good  Bayonet.  Buiall  that  have  hnd  BayoncU  heretofore,  and 
have  lost  them  to  pay  for  the  new  ones,  Wherever  a  Soldier  is  known  lo  ha« 
injored  hit  gun,  on  purpose,  or  luflercd  il  to  be  injured  hy  ncgligcnre,  lo  be 
ch(ir]{e*ble  with  repairs.  A»  account  to  \x  rendered  of  the  expence  of  those 
rvpdtrs,  after  deducting  what  each  liidividual  ought  to  pay.  A  warrant  will  be 
(iveo  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  regimertK  (or  the  discharge  of  the  natne. 

'*  All  repairs  that  arc  done  to  the  armt.  hereafter,  except  unavoidableaccidenls. 
to  be  paid  by  the  tnen,  and  stopt  oui  of  their  wages  by  the  comm.inding  officer 
ol  the  rcgimenL  An  Account  lo  be  rendered  to  him,  by  [he  Captains,  or 
tonmanding  OGBccrs  of  companiea," — Ordtrly  Boak,  19  May,  1776. 


necessity  of  vigorous  exertions  ;  they  arc  too  obvious 
to  need  any  stimulus  from  me.  Adieu,  my  dear  Sir, 
P.  S.  Upon  second  thought,  knowing  that  Doctor 
Franklin  is  in  Canada,  I  send  yon  a  copy  only  of  a 
letter  to  him,  (which  I  take  to  be  from  Doctor  Lee) 
and  the  original  to  the  Doctor. 


TO   THE    I'RESIIIKNT   OK   CONOKEiSS. 

Nkw  Vokk,  30  Miy.  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  16th,  with  several  resolutions  of 
Congress  therein  enclosed,  I  had  not  the  honor  to 
receive  till  last  night.  Before  the  receipt.  I  did  not 
think  myself  at  liberty  to  watt  on  Congress,  although 
I  wished  to  do  it  ;  and  therefore  the  more  readily 
consented  to  General  Gates's  attendance,  as  I  knew 
there  were  many  matters,  which  could  be  better  ex- 
plained in  a  personal  interview,  than  in  whole  volumes 
of  letters.  He  accordingly  set  out  for  Philadelphia 
yesterday  morning,  and  must  have  been  too  far 
advanced  on  his  journey  (as  he  proposed  expedition) 
to  be  overtaken.' 


'  *'  This  will  be  il«liv«roit  you  by  Oencrsl  Oates  who  MU  oul  to-da]f  for  Coo< 

giesN  agreeable  lu  my  le(t«i  of  yKt«rday.  I  have  coinmiltird  (o  him  the  heads 
ot  sundry  Rtaltcn  to  lay  before  Conyreii"  for  Oicit  conHtleraiion.  which,  from 
(he  intcTcMing  inteUiccnce  caniaincd  in  my  lasl,  appear  lo  mc  of  ihc  utmost 
ill) [tort an (X-,  anri  (o  demanil  Iheir  nmM  early  anif  «erioii«  altcntiaii.  Sensible 
IhnI  I  have  timiltei]  to  eel  >l»wi)  innny  ihingt  ncceioary,  and  which  prababty, 
when  dclibcratiii|{,  ihcy  will  wish  lu  be  acquainted  with  ;  and  not  cunceivin); 
myielf  at  libeiiy  la  depart  my  pcwt,  though  lo  attend  them,  without  their  pre- 
vious approbiiion  :  I  ha'i'c  requeiitcd  G^eral  <:atcs  to  subjoin  such  hints  of  hh 
own,  an  he  may  apprehend  mnterial/^  Hi^  mititary  experience,  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  wil]  enable  liim  In  give  Coitgrcsv 
the  fullest  laliifaction  about  the  mcauirek  necc!>^ry  to  be  adopted  at  Ihii  ularm- 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


»9 


I  shall,  if  I  can  settle  some  matters,  which  are  in 
agitation  with  the  Provincial  Congress  here,  follow 
to-morrow  or  next  day  ;  and,  therefore,  with  every 
sentiment  of  regard,  attachment,  and  gratitude  to 
Congress  for  their  kind  attention  to  the  means,  which 
they  think  may  be  conducive  to  my  health,  and  with 
particular  thanks  to  you  for  the  politeness  of  your  in- 
vitation to  your  house.'  i  conclude,  dear  Sir.  your 
most  obedient.  &c.* 

inj;  crisis  ;  «nd,  wiih  his  real  ami  ttnachmpnt  to  the  ca\i*c  of  America,  have  * 
duin  to  their  notice  and  Cavon.  \When  Congress  ubal]  have  come  to  %  deter- 
miaKJoa  on  the  subjcrt  of  ihis  letter,  and  sach  parts  of  my  former  leitcn  «« 
have  not  been  detcrmineU  on,  you  wi))  be  (>lea»«l  to  honor  mc  with  the  resull." 
—  Waakingtwti  to  tkt  Pmidtnt  af  Congrtit,  ig  May,  1776.  Gates  had  been  ap- 
pointetl  a  Mafor  Genetal  on  May  16.     He  arrivcU  in  Philadelphia  on  the  2IM. 

I  After  arming  Oenrral  Wafhingtuu'*  speedy  attendance  un  Cun^ttss,  1q  cdh- 
udt  Bpon  such  meuurcii ««  were  neccsBtry  for  carryingonihe  enduing  campaign, 
pMsfalent  Hancock  ailded  :  "  1  rei^nesl  the  favnr,  thai  you  wilt  pleaic  to  honor 
me  with  your  aod  your  lady's  Lumpany  «t  n>y  ln>u*c.  where  I  have  a  bed  at  your 
Nervier,  and  where  every  cndcnvor  on  niy  pari  ami  Mrs.  liaii<.-ockV  will  be  e>- 
erted  to  make  ynur  ahnde  agreiMble,  I  reside  in  an  airy,  open  pan  of  the  cily. 
in  Arch  Slrret,  curnei  uf  h'uurtii  Stnrel.  If  thi«  iilii^uld  be  iij^reeable  to  you,  it 
will  afford  mcnauch  plensoic."  Upon  receiving  Washington's  reply  of  thc3oth. 
HtBcock  Bfun  wrote  on  the  3t!it :  "  Your  favor  of  the  aoih  Inittani  I  received 
this  morning ,  and  cannot  h<^lp  cxprcMing  the  very  great  picuure  it  would  afford 
both  Mr«,  Hancock  and  myself  lo  have  ihe  liapi>ineM  of  accomniodating  you 
during  yonr  vlny  in  thin  city.  A*  the  home  I  live  in  !&  large  and  niomy,  it  will 
be  entirely  in  your  |>nii'f  r  to  live  in  that  manner  you  should  wish.  Mrs.  Wa^- 
ington  may  be  as  retired  as  she  pka^es  while  under  the  inoculaUon,  and  Mr«. 
Hancocli  will  eKtcem  it  nn  honor  to  liavc  Mrs.  Wiishinglnn  inncnialcd  in  her 
houM;  :  arid  as  I  am  informed  Mr,  Kandnlph  ha,s  not  any  lady  about  his  house  to 
take  Ihe  neceuary  care  of  Mrs.  Washington,  I  daltcr  mytetf  thi-  utll  he  a«  vrcll 
aitende<l  in  my  family.  In  short,  sir,  1  miisl  take  thclreedom  to  repeal  my  wish 
that  yon  woold  be  pleased  to  condescend  to  dwell  under  my  roof."  The  invi- 
tation was  not  accepted. 

■  Rewl  May  3ist. 

"  The  Senirie*  at  all  ihe  Baiiericv,  where  Cnnnnii  are  placed,  are  to  be  in- 
creAMd  10  Ihe  nomber  ihe  Brigadier  finds  neeessar}  :  and  Ihcy  arc  all  to  be 
■Iiinhled.  at  rughl  ;  They  are  not  to  niffer  any  pcraon  whatever  (excepting  Ihe 
rounds,  or  (.>fiicer  of  the  (iuardl  logo  into  the  Batieric*  at  nighl  ;    nor  is  any 
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TO    MAJOH*G£NERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Nsw  VOEK,  31  Mt.y.  1776. 

Dear  Sik, 

I  have  Enclosed  for  your  perusal  Copies  of  two  In- 
formations, and  a  letter  I  received  on  Saturday  last 
from  the  Committee  of  King's  district  by  the  hands 
of  a  Martin  Bebee,  who  says  he  is  their  clerk  and  was 
sent  express.  From  these  you  will  readily  discover 
the  diabolical  and  Insidious  Arts  and  Schemes  carrj^injj 
on  by  the  Tories,  and  friends  of  government,  to  raise 
distrust,  dissensions,  and  divisions  among  us.  Having 
the  utmost  confidence  in  your  Integrity,  and  the  most 
incontestable    proof  of  your  great  attachmt  to  our 

penmn  whaievcr,  but  lh«  (^nerals  or  FJckl  ORicers  n(  the  Annj,  And  otKcCTH 
And  men  of  the  ATiiUcry,  who  trnvc  rcftL  buMncss  there,  to  be  permitted  even  in 
the  day  time,  \o  go  on  the  plitformk  in  Ibe  batlerie^  ;  or  to  nppruach  the  Cui- 
iton,  or  Ici  meddle  wriih  the  Kainnten,  Spunge»  or  any  of  ihe  Artillery  Scorvt 
placed  ihete.  The  Officer).  u{  every  Guard,  are  to  tec  that  their  men  are  par- 
ticularly alctt  in  cKciniiiiK  thi'i  order. 

"  No  peiv>n  uhalcver,  belon^ng  to  the  Army  U  to  be  Uinoculated  for  Ihe 
Small  pox — thoie  who  have  already  under^ne  thai  operation,  or  who  may  be 
Miicd  with  the  Symptom-  of  tbal  riisorHci,  are  immedintcly  to  be  removed  to 
the  lIoHpital  provided  for  tlial  purpuHe  un  Manlreiur'v  Uland.  Any  diikobedi- 
encc  CO  tbi>>  order,  will  be  mo«(  severely  punished  ;  n!i  it  U  ai  present  of  ibc 
uimost  importance  ibat  tbe  BprcadinK  o(  thai  di^cemper,  id  ibe  Anuy  and  City, 
vhould  be  pTcvenlet!."— OnA*''/r  Bo^k.  ao  May,  1776. 

"  Doctor  Foster  appearing  lieiorc  the  Comtnitiee  sayt>,  that  infomution  was 
given  lo  General  Putnam,  thni  several  penons  had  been  inoculated,  at  ihehon«e 
of  one  Fisher,  in  Stone  Street,  contrnry  to  a  resolve  of  (he  Provincial  CongrcM 
of  this  Colony,  he  Ihe  cxamtnaiil  (a^^rcetible  to  Gcnl  Putnam's  order)  tinniodi- 
atcly  went  lo  Ihe  home  of  the  ab-ove  mentioned  Fisher,  where  he  diacovered  LL 
Colonel  Moullnn,  Capi.  Parlct,  Doctor  Hart,  and  Lieut.  Drown  hod  lioen  In- 
oculated by  Doi:tor  A<oi  Betu. 

"  Doctor  Azor  Betts  bdng  tent  (or.  appeared  before  the  Committee,  allowed 
the  char[^  8£&in&[  him,  and  ofier'd  in  his  vindication — that  he  hnd  been  repeat- 
edly applied  to  by  the  oiilicera  of  the  Continental  Amy  lo  inomitatc  them,  that 
he  refuted,  but  being  oretperHtaded  he  at  lost  inocutatod  the  per«ont  above 
raenliooed." — OrJtrly  BfoJi,  26th  May,  1776. 


common  Country  and  Its  Interest,  I  could  not  but 
look  upon  the  charge  agt.  you  with  an  eye  of  disbe- 
lief, and  sentiments  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  ; 
nor  should  I  have  troubled  you  with  the  matter,  had 
I  not  been  Informed,  that  Copies  were  sent  to  different 
Committees  and  to  Govr  Tnimbuil.  which  1  conceived 
would  get  abroad,  and  that  you,  should  you  find  that 
1  had  been  furnished  with  them,  would  consider  my 
suppressing 'em  as  an  Evidence  of  my  belief,  oral  best 
of  my  doubts  of  the  charges. 

The  confidence  and  assurance  I  have  of  the  Injus- 
tice and  Infamy  of  the  charges  agt.  the  Convention 
obliged  me  also  to  lay  the  matter  before  them ;  lest 
my  not  doing  it  should  be  construed  a  distrust  by 
them  of  their  Zeal,  and  promote  the  views  of  the 
Tories ;  who.  to  excite  disorder  and  confusion,  judge 
it  essential  to  Involve  tliose  in  high  departments  in  a 
share  of  the  plot,  which  is  not  unlikely  to  be  true  in 
some  parts,  believing  that  our  Internal  Enemies  have 
many  projects  in  contemplation  for  to  subvert  our 
liberties.'     Before  I  conclude,  I  wou'd  mention,  that 

'  Vfhtn  the  army  retreated  from  Canacta,  And  left  all  the  upper  parts  o(  the 
L4I1C  open  In  Iht-  rjivag»  al  the  enemy,  thr  inhabiLinl<>  were  greatly  nlinucd 
for  their  own  ju/dy,  and,  in  ihc  inldst  of  their  muniiuis  of  (le»}jair,  ihcj  were 
ready  to  throw  all  tlie  blame  u]>on  t)ic  commnnder  of  ihc  tiurtherti  deparlmenl. 
Cqnmittce*  of  lown»  and  dixlricl«  nucmhle'l,  and  pn»«d  resolves,  Qxpmsinc 
diitruu  of  General  Scbuylei.  am)  tii^inuatini;  weighty  charges  agaiiut  hifc 
mntiTcs  and  conduct.  RcKolveK  of  tbis  kii)<I  were  furuanled  to  Washinglun, 
aad  to  the  New  York  I'rovinrial  Congress.  To  a  coramillcc  of  the  Provincial 
Congreu.  who  had  been  the  organ  for  com tniinica ling  thene  chnrgefi  to  liim. 
Schuykr  trrote  — 

"  I  am  much  obligeil  to  yuii  foe  having  taken  priiilmtt  meaKuret  lo  pitrvein 
the  evik.  that  might  be  occaiioned  by  the  scandalous  am)  false  reports  propa- 
gated to  prejndicG  yovr  respectable  body  and  myMlf  with  the  public.  We  mn.it 
bMf  with  the  caprice,  jealousy,  and  eTivy  of  out  misguided  friends,  and  pity 


some  Officers  called  upon  me  a  few*  days  agoe,  having 
your  permit  to  gee  to  Pennsylvania  and  settle  some 
affairs   there.      This    License,  when    there    is    really 


theiDi  Our  Tor?  enemuM  we  must  watch  with  cnrc  and  circa m> pec ti on,  and 
convince  our  couniryincn  by  our  aclions,  thai  wc  are  inic  sons  of  liberty.  I 
have  some  rca-^on  lu  spprehend,  thai  the  Toriet  arc  uot  the  only  ones,  that 
have  been  fts^iduous  in  propAgatiiif;  this  slory.  In  the  district  jrou  mention  are 
some  perMn».  wha  npjilied  fi^r  nfBccs.  which  neither  the  Committee  nor  I  could 
confer.  Thit  iliMppoinlincnt  chngrint  Ihem,  ^nd  I  tkclicvc  (hey  have  occa- 
*ioned  the  repurt.  I  am  much  oUli^eU  to  Mr.  Truml>uU  (or  the  *tcp  lie  hjs 
ttken.  Ii  i«  "omcthing  kingiilar,  that  at  the  very  time  1  wax  Mndinj;  trxmpa  tu 
apprehend  Tories,  to  whom  I  am  so  obnoxious  iliai  they  would  not  he>iitRtc  to 
astaujnnie  me,  Ihe  country  l>elow  Uiould  he  arroing  3);aiiiKt  me  ox  a  Tor>'." 

On  Ihe  very  Axy  that  Washint^ton  unt  lo  General  Schuyler  ihe  pnpers  con- 
taining the  charges  agninitt  him,  Schiiylei  wrote  fiom  Foit  Hentge :  "  Rennet 
informs  rne  that  a  report  prevails  in  the  woslcrn  parts  of  Conneclicui  thai  1  w.is 
to  head  sume  of  the  reginiL-nta  tat*eJ  in  thi»  Colony,  join  the  Tories.  :ind  fall 
upon  the  country  ;  [hat  the  people  were  ordered  to  collect  oo  the  occasion  ;  and 
that  afliilaTitii  to  mpport  thu  report  hod  been  taken  And  sent  to  your  Excel- 
lency. I  hope  The  v:oundrels  may  be  wcured  .ind  held  np  to  public  contempt, 
Ungrateful  villoinn  !  to  allenpt  to  devtioy  a  man'*  rcputatiun  who,  having 
lighted  Ihe  candle  al  both  end*,  israpiilly  hringing  on  olil  age,  by  faligue*  that 
nothing  but  a  wish  to  be  inttrumenlal  in  pTmnrinjj  liberty  lo  my  country  would 
make  me  undergo."     And  again  on  the  aSth  uf  May  : — 

"  VouT  Exccllcnc)-'s  letter  of  the  2is(  invuint,  enciosing  a  copy  of  the  infa- 
mous libel  tmnnnitted  to  you  liy  the  Commiltee  ot  King's  district,  I  received  la«t 
nighl.  Whilst  this  was  only  report.  I  licaicd  il  uilh  cnnlempl.  without  taking 
any  notice  of  it  ;  but  it  i*  now  a  duly,  whidi  1  owe  myself  and  my  country,  to 
delect  the  scoundrels  ;  and  the  only  meant  of  doing  this  in  by  requexling,  that 
an  Immediate  inquiry  may  be  made  into  the  matter,  when  I  irn«t  h  will  appear, 
thai  it  was  more  a  »chemc  calculated  lo  ruin  me,  than  to  diiiuute  ouil  create 
jeAlCHUiei  in  the  friends  to  America.  Vour  LIxccllcnc)'  will  therefore  plessc  to 
order  a  court  of  inquiry  Ihc  trxiiicM  |ii>uible  :  (ot  I  cannot  %ii  ea.iy  under  «tich 
an  infamous  impulatioti,  since,  on  this  extensive  continent,  numln-rs  of  the  most 
re^pedable  characteri  may  nni  know  what  your  Excellency  and  Con);rcs<k  do  or 
my  principles  and  exertions  in  ihe  comninn  cause.  It  i>;  peculiarly  hard,  that 
at  the  very  time  that  assas&ins  and  Itycendiariei  are  employed  to  take  away  aiy 
life  and  destroy  my  property,  as  being  an  active  friend  lo  my  country  ;  at  the 
very  time  when  I  had  taken  measures  and  given  onlers,  some  of  which  are  ac- 
tually executed,  to^ecurelheToric\anHt»tend  them  down  to  your  Excellency, 
a  Ml  of  pretender!  Wh^js  (for  such  Ihcy  are  thai  have  propagated  these  diabolical 
talcs)  should  proclaim  me  Ihruugh  al]  Aiuerict  a  traitor  tu  my  conntiy," 


business,  is  certainly  countenanced  by  Humanity  and 
Generosity,  but,  nevertheless,  it  shou'd  not  be  In- 
dulged, and  I  hope  will  not  be  granted  in  future,  as 

"  May  jut. — I  am  infonnctJ  by  penona  of  good  credit,  iJiiU  about  one  hun- 
drett  penCHU,  living  on  wTial  are  comnicmly  called  ihe  Netr  Hamp^hiiv  Onints, 
have  had  a  devign  to  !>eiie  mc  a«  .1  Tory,  and  pcihaps  &iill  have.  There  nevci 
waA  a  man  fo  infaiDou^l)'  »caiidaliied  aiid  ill-treated  u>  t  ain,  and  t  hope  Con- 
grcs  winpdbltcly  do  roc  lliai  ju^ilicc,  tvhidi  I  thank  yoai  Excellency  for  having 
done  mc  in  yonr  letter  of  ihe  3ist,  if  thai  respectable  body  in  convinced  (of 
trhicb  I  nakc  no  ilouht)  a(  my  /cal  and  aitachmcDt  to  the  utMwc  of  my  injured 
country.  1  niu,  dear  Sir,  ever  moat  sincerely,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
bumble  lervanl." 

Tb«  following  communication  is  inlcrcstinB  chiefly  u.  it  exhibits  in  acoti- 
danwd  form  ihc  chai]^  of  the  people  >gain&t  General  Scliuyler : 

"  Address  of  the  Committees  of  Safety  and  tnt>pcction  for  several  Tawna  io 
the  County  of  Berluhirc.  Musachusetts  Bay.  bordering  on  [he  Colony  of 
New  Vnrk.  and  vrilh  the  Approbation  of  King's  District  in  said  Colony. 
■'  May  it  rifASK  vout  Exckllency, 

"  XVe  beg  leave  to  lay  before  yoiii  Kiccllenry  the  dijtlrcaM*  nf  our  minds 
with  all  humility.  Kear  of  injuring  our  common  cause  by  writing  u  urell  a* 
speaking,  on  ibe  one  hand,  or  by  nlencc  on  the  other,  hm  filled  us  with  pecuW 
iai  coocsm.  Tbc  parpoti  of  thLs  epistle  i&  so  delicatL'.  that  vre  write  with  (ear 
sod  trembling,  lest,  ■when  we  mean  to  «rve  our  <^iiniry,  wc  do  ii  an  Irreparable 
mjaty.  Purity  of  intention  will  not  always  secure  us  a|>ftLn!ii  wrong  ^icps.  We 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excdlency,  thnt  it  is  our  hearty  intcnlion  to  support  you 
in  the  defence  of  America  ng;iin*.l  the  tyranny  ami  n«iirpaiiono(OreBt  BHlain  in 
ibe  last  extremity,  and,  if  thai  is  the  plea&urcof  theCotitiiicntalCongrctt,  lothe 
butUiBgup  of  a  distinct  republic  or  American  empire.  But  what  has  filled  our 
■iadairHba  pecnliar  sense  of  dangcrto  the  common  c.iu.>icarclhe following  thing«. 
■rhlcli  we  lake  to  be  facts,  though  we  may  be  decaved  as  to  wimc  of  Ihem. 

"  That  General  Scbuylci  has  litid  tbc  superiiil ending  oTcrsigbt  of  oiir  Cana< 
dian  army  ;  thai,  after  the  defeat  of  December  3ii>t,  177s.  at  Quebec,  in  an 
attempt  to  take  it  by  slonn,  recruits  were  forwarded  in  the  slowest  and  most 
4iktt«y  manner  -  thai  our  anny  before  the  walls  of  Quebec,  during  a  long  and 
tedlocia  winter,  underwent  every  kind  ni  bardship,  and  their  spirits  were  broken 
bf  bang  neglected  :  thai  about  ihc  4th  of  May  so  inconsiderable  was  the  army, 
■o  Biaerably  provided  with  proviHions  tM<\  ammunition,  in  a  word,  so  greatly 
sqglected,  tbai  it  was  obliged  prccipilDlcly  10  raise  the  siege,  and  disgracefully 
Io  retreat,  to  as  nol  oitly  to  leave  tliose  live  hundred  valiant  wiu  of  Am«riea 
taken  williiii  lk«  walls  of  Quebec  (o  the  mercy  of  our  enemies,  but  an  additional 
number  of  sick  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  pleasure  ;  that  General  Schuyler  some 
lime  Last  winter  went  on  an  expcdibon  10  subdue  the  internal  enemies  of  Ibis 


it  gives  them  an  opportunity  of  getting  Intelligence 
of  all  our  Operations,  of  forming  opinions  of  our 
strength,  the  places  proper  for  attack,  and  settling  a 
channel  of  Correspondence  with  the  disaffected  by 
which  our  Enemies  may  and  will  be  furnished  with 

country,  cnllect»3  in  *nna  ttgmimt  the  counlry  At  Johnalown.  and  after  the  np- 
prcaion  o(  the  uiid  rebellion,  the  ringkxtcr.  Sit  John  Johnnon,  was  not  ao 
much  mn  put  under  moderate  cuiifinvniciit  ,  ihml  Ihc  bktd  Sti  John  Jobiisou  has 
since  colleclrd  a  Ramher  of  i^airl  cncmici.,  ok  we  mippou,  and  joined  nonie  o( 
ifac  KLiiif's  forces  id  the  uppet  forU,  and  raised  a  number  of  Canadians  snd 
Indians,  and  contcduwit  uponCoIunel  Be^lel'itrcgimenisutioiied  at  tlieCedan, 
and  ukcn  Ihcrn  to  a  man,  not  lcs»  than  about  five  hundred  in  nutnher,  many 
of  whom  were  .shot  and  otheia  tomahawked  in  cnol  blood  hy  the  inMittahle 
savagM,  after  they  were  made  prisoner* ;  ihi«  we  have  from  men  of  credibility, 
who  were  made  jinsoiien.  at  lh«  <nnte  lime,  but  found  meani  to  gel  away,  (he 
Colonel  of  said  rcRiment  being  necessarily  absent  M  the  time  of  said  fight ;  thai 
our  army  ha»  long  been  in  a  mast  dc|)lorablc  siiuaiion  in  Canada  as  to  provi- 
sions and  intrenching  tool«.  and  w.-e  view  ihem  a^  in  ilangei  of  heing  diiven 
ivholly  ouL  of  ihunc  Iccritori-rs,  which  even!  we  have  loo  much  troAon  to  fear 
will  decide  the  fale  of  New  England,  and  Ik  at  Ihc  niiut  dangerous  con»c> 
'lUence  to  all  the  United  Colonj««  ,  that  the  mind.*  of  many  oFBcen.  soldiers, 
and  others  arc  greatly  dissatisfied  with  ihe  conduct  of  Cencml  Schuyler,  and 
have  great  fear%  respecting  his  fidelity  to  his  country,  [hough  they  may  h« 
>vliolly  withniit  Inundation,  and  wf:  And  a  great  hackwardneM  In  men  to  enlUl 
in  lhi&  expedition  on  this  acconn!. 

"  Gotl  lorbid  that  we  ihouild  harbor  ungrounded  Ivalouaicn  of  the  deliverer*, 
and,  in  a  sense,  savjoars  of  ntir  country,  or  wilfaliy  shut  our  eye^  againsi  the 
ijreateiH  dangers.  We  be^  leave  to  at«ure  your  E3tcellein7,  thai  we  i^nsidcr 
all  Ihe  United  Colonics  but  as  one,  and  ob»erTc  no  other  di  sit  net  ions  than 
Ihose  o(  friends  and  enemies  to  Lhdr  country.  We  indulge  no  private  dugusi 
nr  resentment  :  wc-  are  ol  no  faction  or  parly.  We  wish  nut  to  injure  the 
reputation  and  glory  of  General  Schuyler,  were  it  in  our  power  ;  we  sincerely 
hope  hie  name  may  be  handed  down  willi  immortal  hoiiur  to  the  latest  ftOKlerily, 
nsone  nf  ihe  great  pillars  of  the  American  cause,  Wcmust  ttoi  conclude,  with- 
out awuring  yotir  Excellency  of  the  uttnosi  confidence  placed  in  you  by  persons 
of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  within  the  tpherc  of  our  knowledge.  Wc  can 
cheerfully  rest  in  your  wisdom  under  the  direction  of  Him,  who  ruleth  overall, 
for  directing  the  mibiary  operations  in  general  through  thi>  great  ronlincni.  in 
conformity  wiih  tlie  advice  o(  Ihe  Continental  Congreas.  We  heartily  pray  for 
success  to  >-oiir  arms  and  salvation  to  America :  and  that  your  diainieretted 
services  may  meet  wiOi  a  glorious  reward.     By  order  of  the  Committee." 
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full  accounts  of  our  designs  and  everj'  thing  that  can 
promote  their  service  and  Injure  ours. — There  is  but 
little  reason  to  believe,  nay  we  are  certain  they  will 
not  conduct  themselves  upon  principles  of  the  strict- 
est honor  for  the  favors  done  'em,  but  will,  when  in 
their  power,  exercise  every  matter,  that  can  operate  to 
our  prejudice.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 


TO    MAJOR-CENERAI.    PUTNAM.' 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

The  Congress  having  been  pleascO  lu  signify  a  desire  that  I 
should  repair  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  advise  and  consult  with 
them  OQ  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  and  as  I  am  on  the  point 
of  selting  out  accordingly  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  cause  the 
different  works  now  in  agitation  to  be  carried  on  with  the  utmost 
expedition.  To  this  end  I  have  written  to  the  Pro^Hncial  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  for  tools,  and  have  hopes  of  obtaining  them. 
Apply,  therefore  accordingly,  taking  an  exact  account  of  what 
you  receive. 

l^e  works  upon  Long-Island  should  be  completed  as  expe- 
ditiously as  possible  ;  so  should  those  in  and  about  this  town  and 
upon  Governor's  Island.  If  new  works  can  be  carried  on  without 
detriment  to  the  old,  (for  want  of  tools,)  I  would  have  that  in- 
tended at  Paulus  Hook  set  about  immediately,  as  1  conceive  it  to 
be  of  importance.  In  like  manner  I  would  have  that  at  the 
Karrows  begun,  provided  Colonel  Knox,  after  his  arrangement 
of  the  artillery,  should  find  there  are  any  fit  pieces  of  cannon 
to  be  spared  for  it ;  otherwise,  as  I  have  no  longer  any  depend- 
ence upon  cannon  from  Admiral  Hopkins,  it  would  be  useless. 

The  barriers  of  those  streets  leading  frotn  the  water  are  not  to 
be  meddled  with,  and  where  they  have  been  pulled  down  are  to 
be  repaired,  and  nearer  the  water,  if  more  advantageous. 

'  A»  the  oldeiC  major-gviteral  in  the  ariuy  Kt  N«w  York,  General  Putnam 
wa*  kft  in  command  tlurinc  Waihington's  Absence  ul  the  call  of  CongrtEs. 
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As  it  does  aoi  appear  to  me  improbable  that  the  eaemy  may 
attempt  to  run  past  our  batteries  in  and  about  the  tovro,  and  land 
between  them  and  the  woody  grounds  above  Mr.  Scott's,  I  would 
have  you  employ  as  many  men  as  you  can  in  throwing  up  flushes 
at  proper  places  and  distances  wilhin  that  space,  in  order  to  give 
opposition  in  landing  ;  but  \i  there  are  not  tools  enough  to  carrj- 
on  the  other  more  essential  worlts  and  these  at  the  same  instant, 
you  are  nut  to  neglect  the  first,  but  esteem  this  as  a  secondary 
consideration  only. 

Delay  not  a  moment's  time  to  have  the  signals  fixed  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  an  alarm  upon  the  llrst  appearance  of 
the  enemy.  I.ct  them  be  placed  in  such  a  manner,  and  at  such 
distances,  as  to  be  easily  discovered,  day  or  night.  U  this  was 
continued  upon  the  Long  Island  shore  for  some  distance,  good 
consequences  might  result  from  it,  as  nothing  can  be  attended 
with  more  signal  advantages  than  haWng  timely  notice  of  the 
enemy's  approach,  whilst  nothing  can  add  more  to  the  disgrace 
of  an  officer  than  to  be  surprised  ;  for  this  reason  1  have  to  beg 
that  the  same  vigilance  and  precaution  may  be  used  as  if  the 
enemy  were  actually  within  sight,  as  a  brisk  wind  and  flowing 
tide  will  soon  produce  them  when  they  are  once  on  the  coast. 
The  officers  and  men.  therefore,  should  be  cotistantly  at  their 
quarters,  the  guards  alert,  and  every  thing  in  readiness  for  im- 
mediate action. 

As  I  have  great  reasons  to  fear  that  the  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands  are  in  a  bad  situation,  and  the  garrisons,  on  account 
of  anns,  worse,  I  would  have  you  send  Brigadier  Lord  Stirling, 
with  Colonel  Putnam,  (and  Colonel  Knnx  if  he  can  be  spared) 
up  there  to  see,  report,  and  direct  such  alterations  as  shall  be 
judged  necessary  for  putting  Ihem  into  a  fit  and  proper  posture 
of  defence. 

Open  any  letters  which  may  come  directed  to  me  upon  publicic 
service  whilst  1  am  absent  ;  and  if  any  very  interesting  advices 
should  be  contained  therein,  vithcr  from  the  eastward  or  north- 
ward, forward  them  to  Philadt-Iphia,  after  regulating  your  conduct 
thereby. 

I  must  again  beg  that  your  particular  attention  be  turned  to 
our  powder  magazines,  to  see  that  that  valuable  article  is  properly 
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placed  And   secured.     1   also  beg  that   no   time  or  means  be 
neglected  to  mske  as  many  cartridges  as  possible. 


I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  Provincial  Confjrcss  of  this 
colony  have  in  contemplation  a  schemi;  for  seizinfii  the  principal 
Tories  and  disaffected  persons  on  Long  Island,  in  this  city,  and 
the  country  round  about ;  and  that,  to  carry  the  scheme  into  exe> 
cution,  they  will  have  recourse  to  the  military*  power  for  assist- 
ance. If  this  should  be  the  case,  yon  arc  hert-hy  reiiuired  during 
my  absence  to  afTord  every  aid,  which  the  said  Congress  or  their 
Secret  Committee  shall  apply  for.  I  need  not  recommend  secrecy 
Co  you,  as  the  success,  you  must  be  assured,  will  depend  abso- 
lutely upon  precaution,  and  the  despatch  with  wliich  the  measure, 
when  once  adopted,  shall  be  executed. 

General  Greene  will,  though  not  in  person  perhaps,  have  a 
principal  share  in  ordering  the  detachments  from  his  brigade  on 
Long  Island  ;  of  course  he  wilt  be  a  proper  person  to  be  let  into  the 
whole  plan,  I  would,  therefore,  when  application  is  made  by 
Congress,  have  you  and  him  concert  measures  with  such  gentle- 
men, as  thai  body  shall  please  to  appoint,  and  order  the  execu- 
tion with  as  much  secrecy  and  despatch  as  possible,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  the  utmost  decency  and  good  order.  Given  under 
my  hand  at  Head-Quarcers,  ia  the  city  of  Kew  York,  this  2tst 
day  of  May,  1776.' 

'  Tbc  mactiinAlioiifiof  diwffecled  pcrsonK,  or  'i'min,  lu  they  bc£&n  univer- 
taUy  to  be  atlled,  in  ihe  lower  counties  of  New  York,  hai!  Tot  some  lime  cxcUed 
wrians  apprcheoaioBt,  »»  to  their  cftecU  on  the  army,  and  iiiLriiculArly  when  the 
Brittsh  forces  shoald  Arrive  on  the  cdasI.  (iovcmor  Tryon  was  at  (he  head  of 
this  party,  aitd  by  hit  talcnt»,  bin  (onnci  popularity  in  the  province,  and  his 
emUMrict  among  the  people,  he  was  miluring  detigitir,  which  i1  wiu  foLitid 
nccoiuiy  to  laltc  »pccdy  and  cfiiticiil  measure*  to  Luuiitcracl.  The  Pro*iiitiaJ 
Con]{Tcu>  had  appointed  a  secret  cuminiltec  o(  their  number  (o  confer  wilb  tien* 
*nf  Wuhingioa,  frmn  time  to  time,  on  all  such  maticrs  a^  rcfinired  the  cot^pcr- 
Uinn  of  ibc  civil  and  military  powerv  (or  thu  common  vafL-ty.  The  bubjeci  o( 
th«  Tories  hail  occupied  ihcir  tic Hher&t ions,  and  it  was  agreed  thai  a  atxong  and 
^decided  cour^  ought  imincduicty  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  them.  General 
Washington  had  promi>ol  mililnr)-  aid  (or  carryini;  into  effect  any  rcsidvex, 
which  mitcht  \f  adopted  In  attain  lliiiobjecl.  The  foUowinji  i»  an  extnwt  from 
tile  tif>K.ce<]iii)(i  of  the  CongrcMou  the  i<)th  uf  May  . 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL  SCHUVLEK 

Dear  Sir,  ambot.  m  M»y.  1776- 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  request  my  at- 
tendance at  Philadelphia,  to  advise  with  them  on  the 
situation  of  our  affairs,  and  of  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessarj-  to  adopt  for  this  campaign,  I  had  got 
tlius  far  on  my  journey,  when   I  called  to  view  the 

**  Mr.  Morris,  from  the  coinoalliM  who  confened  with  General  Woshington, 
infomivil  ihc  Can^resu,  (bat  sundry  mnltcrs  of  grcnl  taiijonance  h«d  c«fne  be- 
fore the  committee  snd  the  Gcncnl ;  that  the  General  wished  fui  the  advice 
and  a^isiance  of  this  Congrei.'i  to  carry  into  execution  hU  own  powen,  if  not 
alv>  Ilic  a.t*>ixl«Rcc  ol  Ihc  powers  of  thiii  Gnngrcs«  ;  thai  the  matteni  confcRcd  on 
are  of  *uch  importance,  that,  tn  order  to  pre»erve  secrecy,  it  i»  ncce»'^ry  thai 
each  particular  member  bt  tiwom  not  to  reveal  tu  any  penon  out  of  ihe  Con- 
gress the  matters  lo  be  mimtionexl.  or  the  iubjccls  of  this  day's  deba.te.  The 
l*ruideni  then  put  the  question,  whether  every  member  h  willing  to  take  an 
oath  of  secrecy,  and  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

*■  Ordered,  thai  Mr.  Scott  anil  Mr.  Morris  wait  on  General  Washington  and 
inform  him  that  Ihc  Congrcs  have  taken  an  onth  of  secrecy,  and  the  nnture 
thereof,  and  receive  of  him  mck  papers  as  may  be  nece»Qty  lo  commnnicate  to 
this  Congms. 

"  Messrs.  Scott  and  Morris  returned  from  General  Washington,  and  dclivicrctl 
to  the  l*Te»ldert  such  papcn  a*  rhey  had  received  o(  ilie  General.  They  re- 
ported that  a  scheme  of  a  junction  is  fonntiig  between  Ihc  disAffcctcd  in  Connec- 
ticut and  OIL  Long  Island,  in  order  to  join  the  ministerial  army,  and  oppress  ibe 
Iriendt  of  lilwrty  in  thc«ie  colonies." 

After  further  coasideiation  Ibe  Coi^crew  paued  a  series  of  resolutions,  setting 
forth  the  unjuxtiltable  avU,  of  di»BfIccted  penonit,  the  dangcn  thicaiencHl  by 
them  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  the  noce^ity  of  selling  and  securing 
all  such,  as  manifested  hostile  inteniiotij;,  and  an  open  te»iitJince  to  the  newly 
cstat>li*he<t  civil  authority.  The  committee  appointed  toexccutc  lhe»e re*olves. 
of  whom  Gouvcrncui  Morrii  wii?>  chaimiBii,  were  insLrucIed  lo  proceed  with 
vigilance  and  Eirmncu,  tu  employ  Ihe  militia  where  occasion  required,  and  if 
necessary  lo  solicit  additional  force  from  General  WashinKton,  The  names  of 
several  pertoa>,  residing  in  Kioj^''*,  Quc«ii'k,  New  York,  Richmond,  and  West- 
chester counties,  had  been  reported  to  Ihc  Congress,  concerning  whom  the  com- 
mittee were  required  In  coUeci  cviHcnce,  and  examine  them  in  person,  as  well 
AS  I o  send  out  agenU  to  search  for  olbers  wh«  were  conccale*!  or  unknown. 
The  cwmmi«ee  were  direcieil  to  commit  to  wfe  custody  luch  persons,  as  tliej 
should  think  proper,  and  to  «end  them  for  this  purpo:i«  into  the  ncii^liborini: 
cotoniet,  where  the  infection  of  their  influence  could  not  be  diffused.  A  am- 
ilar  conne  of  prvtceeding  was  recmnmendcd  to  the  county  committee-t.     Several 


ground,  and  such  places  on  Staten  Island  conti^ous 
to  it,  as  may  be  proper  for  works  of  defence,  when 
your  favor  of  the  i6th  instant,  with  its  several  enclos- 
ures, came  to  hand.  I  am  exceedingly  concerned  for 
the  distress  of  our  troops  in  Canada,  and.  as  I  in- 
formed you  heretofore,  have  been  very  importunate 
with  the  commissary  to  forward  all  the  provisions  in 

ToriaM  from  New  York  were,  in  conMqiience  ol  these  rcMslve*  and  ollien  of  a 
■ilar  character,  conRncI  in  the  prisons  of  ConnecticTii.      .W.T,  Journal  o/  ifu 
^Iffm  yprk  PriminHol  Cfnj^ffi,  May  iglli.  aad. 

"  Thai  BO  confusion  may  ensue  wlicn  tlic  Troops  are  called  into  acliuii,  Ute 
licnenl  has  onkr'd  that  all  ihe  posis  and  of  the  lines.  rcdoubt>i,  and  balterics. 
be  H>  tiled  and  regulated  oa  every  ufhcer,  and  waldier,  may  know  hiii  p]a<:e  St 
daiy,  which  will  l>c  explained  to  ihem  by  the  Brigailier-i  Orncral,  according  lo 
ihe  ordert  at  yeMenlar.  And  further  to  confirm  the  order,  ami  itiKJplinc  ol  the 
Gnardf  u(  the  Aimy  ;  the  General  orden.  that  the  ofTicen  anJ  men,  who  are  lu 
mount  guard  do  parade  by  half  pui  Six  o'clock,  where  ihey  arc  by  their  Ad- 
jtiiani*.  in  the  prcMnce  ol  a  Field  Officer,  to  be  reviewed,  and  their  Amu,  and 
Atnmunilion.  lo  l»c  examined,  accoiding  lo  the  orders  of  the  iijth  instanl.  which 
last  mentioned  OHicen  arc  lo  nee  thni  their  ammunitian  and  .icc^iuiremeiila  arc 
cmnplele,  and  the  nicii  drewed  in  a  soldierlike  manner.  I'hc  Adjutants  are 
then  to  march  Ihein  to  the  parade  of  ihe  'tinKade.  mid  lo  deliver  ihein  over  ■•■ 
the  Major  »{  iheir  respective  brigailc.  who  b  very  minutely  lu  inspect  and  >cc, 
that  ihe  Guards  are  compleai,  in  the  particukrs  above-mentioned.  The  Bri- 
gude  Majoflt  are  then  to  tnareh  them  to  the  Grand  parade  on  the  (Common,  in 
the  Artillery  Park,  and  ((oni  Ihi-ncc  the  '■everal  i>ul  (ruardk  art-  lo  he  relieved, — 
On  iheOmrul  parade  the  BHgadicr%,  with  the  Field  Oiiicerik  ol  tlie  day,  will 
attend  to  ncc  the  Guards  paradeil.  and  march'd  to  their  srwral  dnlinattonv. 
The  Brifcade  Majoi  of  the  day  h  abo  to  attend  on  the  Grand  parade,  and  mnbe 
up  Ihe  Guards,  before  lie  repairv  to  Head  Quatlctk,  for  ihe  pntpoae  of  reporiinj; 
the  same  and  to  receive  any  Orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  the  Bng- 
adier  General  of  the  day,  and  to  Ihe  other  Ilrigadieri  uf  the  tine.  The  Brigadier 
GeDenJ  ol  the  day,  will  give  bis  order*  on  the  parade,  lo  the  Kicld  Ofliccn  of 
the  day,  at  wfanl  time  be  would  have  them  fpy  the  vikiliiiK  and  |pand  ronndfc. 
At  Kcvcilte  beating,  which  is  In  be  al  ihc  dawn  of  day,  all  thr  Guanl*  are  to  be 
under  Arms,  ai  ihcir  proper  posit,,  and  visited  by  (he  Vicld  iiflTicers  of  tlic  pic- 
qnet  (who  are  all  e»iuemcd  Field  ofheen  of  the  day)  wlio  are  lo  lee  iliat  the 
Ouatdii  arc  properly  pUceil.  and  that  every  thin|[  i<>  in  gfioA  order  for  defence, 
m  caieoi  an  Attack  The  Bit);itdier  I  iencral  will  on  Ihc  parade,  a^ign  loeach 
Fi«ld  Officer,  of  the  day.  the  posn  be  i*  lo  visit  fni  tliis  purpose. 

"  The  Artillery  Guard,  is  to  parade  at  the  >.ame  lime  and  place.^thc  Ma- 
tntacH  aod  Gunner*  neccsury  to  be  constant  at  each  battery,  are  with  their 
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his  power;  in  consequence  of  which  he  has  sent  a 
good  deal  on,  and  I  shall  again  repeat  my  orders  and 
enjoin  him  to  continue  his  supplies  as  largely  and  ex- 
peditiously as  possible. 

I  wrote  you  on  the  17th  Inst  and  am  hopefull  the 
27  &  ^  Casks  of  Nails,  which  were  all  that  could  be 
got,  with  the  5  tons  of  lead  then  sent  will  have 
reached  you  or  got  to  Albany,  from  whence  they  will 
be  forwarded,  and  in  a  Letter  to  Genl.  Putnam  have 

proper  implcBicnt!i  lo  march  olT  from  the  tlnnd  pancle,  al  tlie  lieul  or  the 
GnutJs,  tu  lie  ilalianeit  nt  the  respective  batteries. 

"The  I''i«ld  Officer  who  goes  tbc  Grand  RouutU,  is  to  visit  the  Camp  (Hiard^ 
fts  well  iM  the  Guards  tutloned  in  the  town,  and  at  the  ballehcc.  The  other 
two  Field  Officers  o£  the  diiy  art  to  do  ihc  like,  al  such  hours  of  the  night  a* 
will  be  Aui|{iicd  ihcm  \rj  the  Brigndiet  of  Ihc  day. 

"  Bjr  the  present  demand  for  Flintt.  by  tome  of  the  Troops,  the  Uenera]  has 
re«ion  to  apjirebend,  that  due  care  hwt  not  been  taken  u(  thote  lately  dclirered 
Co  the  Soldiers,  who  have  had  no  occasion  to  make  an  catTaurdiiiary  use  of  thvia 
— and  itli  well  kno'wn  that  a  good  Flint  well  screw'd  in,  wtU  stand  the  firing 
of  sixty  round  s  after  which  it  may  stil]  be  repaired — 'ti&  therefore  presumed, 
thai  the  men  have  either  lost  ihcir  Flinls  through  ncgligeoL-c,  or  abuned  ihcm 
by  ihnt  wontt  uf  practice*,  snaking  ihtir  pirtrt  conlirtMally,  which  nol  ullly 
■poilt  their  Lock,  Koften«  the  Hammer,  and  dcilroys  the  Flint,  but  frequently 
causes  ihe  death  of  luany  a  man,  by  the  Gun  being  unknowingly  londed. 

"The  Officers  are  therefore  required  to  pay  a  very  strict  attention  to  tlus 
particnUr,  and  have  their  Men's  Flints,  examined  when  Ihcy  review  their  am- 
munition ;  for  men  being  lurpiixed  with  liad  Hints  in  their  Guni',  may  be  at- 
tended with  fatal  c<in»cqiiences.  The  Officer*  are  alM  desired  to  be  careful, 
that  when  iheii  men  turn  out  to  «xerf;i)ie  Ibeir  Flints  be  taken  out  ;  and  a 
wooden  Snapper  i.crew*d  into  their  gnn.  until  their  exercise  be  over  ;  when  the 
I>*Unt  i!>  again  <o  be  well  icrew'd  iti  and  their  anntt  imniedtaiely  put  in  proper 
lighting  order,  after  whidi,  no  man  is  on  atiy  account  to  snap  his  piece. 

"  One  Flint  pr.  Ma,r  will  be  delivered  to  the  Troop*,  and  'tii  expected  more 
care  will  be  taken  of  ihem,  than  h&^  been  done  heretofore. 

"  The  Sentnc»  in  Fort  George,  and  on  the  Battery,  arc  to  keep  a  »harp  look- 
out lowarda  Ihc  Narrows,  Staten  laland.  Red  hook,  A:c.  to  obnervc  if  any  ng- 
nal>  arc  given  from  thence,  and  acquaint  the  officer  of  the  guard  immcdutcly 
therewith. 

"  The  Officcpi  and  Men  aie  strictly  enjoined  to  keep  close  to  their  quartern 
^No  cxcum:  will  be  admitted  from  citbei,  for  a  neglect  of  it.  and  the  roll*  are 
frequently  to  lie  called  ovei."—Ort^r/y  Boat,  sml  May,  1776. 
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directed  him  to  examine  our  stuck  uf  tlie  latter,  and 
to  furnish  you  with  a  further  quantity  if  it  can  be 
spared.  At  Philadelphia  I  will  try  to  get  a  supply. 
I  have  also  directed  him  to  send  you  Two  Tons  more 
of  Powder  and  such  Intrenching  Tools  as  can  be  pos- 
sibly spared  or  procured  from  the  Convention,  incon- 
sequence of  an  Application  I  made  two  or  three  days 
since.  We  are  deficient  in  those,  not  having  a  suf- 
ficiency to  carry  on  the  works  for  the  defence  of  New 
York  with  the  expedition  I  wish,  or  the  exigency  of 
the  times  demands. 

In  respect  to  Cannon,  shot,  and  Guns  for  the  ves- 
sells  in  the  Lake  I  have  requested  him  to  consult 
with  Col.  Knox  and  with  the  Convention  about  sail 
Cloth.  &c.  ;  and  if  any  of  them  can  be  spared  or  pro- 
cured, that  they  be  immediately  sent  you. 

Our  situation  respecting  the  Indians  is  delicate  and 
embarrassing.  They  are  attached  to  Johnson,  who 
is  our  enemy.  Policy  and  prudence  on  the  one  hand 
suggest  the  necessity  of  seizing  him  and  every  friend 
of  govcrnmt ;  on  the  other,  if  he  is  apprehended. 
there  will  be  danger  of  incurring  their  resentment.  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  conduct  the  matter  in  the 
least  exceptionable  manner,  and  in  that  way  that 
shall  most  advance  the  public  good. 

I  observe  by  the  minutes  of  a  council  of  war,  by 
General  Thomas's  letter,  and  that  of  Messrs.  Carroll 
and  Chase  to  Dr.  Franklin,  that  our  troops  cannot 
make  a  stand  at  Deschambault,  as  1  had  hoped.  I 
wish  it  were  practicable  ;  for  most  certainly  the  lower 
down  the  river  we  can  maintain  our  post,  the  more 
important  will  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  be. 


Considering  all  the  counirj'  below  us  as  lost,  and  that 
there  may  be  some  prospect  of  gaining  that  above, 
from  whence  we  might  draw  supplies  in  some  degree, 
and  have  the  friendship  and  assistance  of  the  inhabi- 
tants,— it  is  certain  we  should  make  a  stand  as  low 
down  as  we  can,  so  as  not  to  have  a  retreat  cut  off  in 
case  of  necessity,  or  an  opportunity  of  receiving  pro- 
visions. But  unacquainted  as  I  am  with  the  countrj*. 
I  cannot  undertake  to  say  where  it  should  be.  Not 
doubtingand  hoping  that  ever)' thing  for  the  best  will 
be  done,  I  am,  Sir.  &c.' 


TO    MAJOK'UKNKKAI.     THOMAS,    IN    CANADA. 

Phiijujkli'hia.  24  M*y,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  8lh  instant  with  its  en- 
closures, confirming  the  melancholy  intelligence  !  had 
before  heard,  of  your  having  been  obliged  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Quebec,  and  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat 
with  the  loss  of  the  cannon  in  the  batteaux,  and  in- 
terception of  the  powder  going  from  General  Schuy- 
ler.    This  unfortunate  affair  has  given  a  sad  shock  to 

'  "Washinglon  arrived  in  Philftdelphtu  on  Thnrvlay  pfttnioon,  33  Mny,  tjjti. 
About  two  o'clock. 

"  The  fuUowiiigan:  the  natn»  of  the  liilTerciil  Batleriei>,  in  and  about  lhi« 
City — The  Hallery  at  the  Soiilh  port  of  thr  Town,  the  Cratui  Batltry — The 
one  Einmedifttely  above  it,  Fori  Ccuf^r—Thc  one  on  the  left  ot  the  Onuiil  Bat- 
tery, Whitehall  Battery — That  behitnl  hih  Excellency  UenL-ral  Washington's 
Head  Quartere.  Ihe  Oytttr  Battery.  The  circular  BaitCTy  near  the  Brew  hnutf 
on  thf  North  Kivei,  The  Grenadier  Battery — That  nn  llie  lp(t  of  ihe  Grenadier'* 
llnttcry  The Imty  Baittry  ; — Thr  nnc  on  Itayxrcl's  \V^,Bay<^r<i  t  Hilt  firdcnhl ; 
The  one  on  llic  liiU  wheie  General  S[)entcr'*  Brigade  is  cncain|wJ  Speiteer's 
Jtrdouit ;  belvw  ihiii  Hill,  on  a  Wharf,  is  aFa&dnc  BaitCT}-,  called  iValtrhtiry't 
Battery. — On  the  liill  directly  above  it,  is  a  Kedauht,  near  the  Jeir*'  burying 
Grotind  by  (he  name  a\  Badlam't  ffedemit." — Orderly  Bpet  12  May    1776. 
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our  schemes  in  that  quarter,  and  blasted  the  hope  we 
entertained  of  reducing  that  fortress  and  the  whole  of 
Canada  to  our  possession. 

From  your  representation,  things  must  have  been 
found  in  great  disorder,  and  such  ;ls  to  have  made  a 
retreat  almost  inevitable  ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  hoped 
you  will  be  able  to  make  a  good  stand  yet,  and  by  that 
means  secure  a  large  or  all  the  upper  part  of  the 
countrj,'.  That  being  a  matter  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance in  the  present  contest,  it  is  my  wish  and  that 
of  Congress,  that  y<}u  take  an  advantageous  post  as 
far  down  the  river  as  possible,  so  as  not  to  preclude 
you  from  a  retreat,  if  it  should  be  ever  necessary,  or 
from  getting  proper  supplies  of  provision.  The  lower 
down  you  can  maintain  a  stand,  the  more  advanta- 
geous wit!  it  be,  as  all  the  country  above  will  most 
probably  take  part  with  us,  from  which  we  may  draw 
some  assistance  and  support,  considering  all  below  as 
entirely  within  the  power  of  the  enemy  and  of  course 
in  their  favor.  This  misfortune  must  be  repaired,  if 
possible,  by  our  more  vigorous  exertions  ;  and  trust- 
ing that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  your  part  or  in 
your  power  to  advance  our  country's  cause.     I  am,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Philadelphia.  aS  May.  1776. 

Sir. 

I  received  yours  of  the  24th  Inst,  with  its  several 
inclosures,  and  the  Letter  and  Invoice  from  GenI 
Ward  giving  Intelligence  of  the  fortunate  capture 
made  by  our  Armed  Vessells,  on  which  event  you 
have  my  Congratulations. 
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I  have  wrote  Genl.  Ward  as  you  will  see  by  the  in- 
closed Letter,  which  having  read  you  will  seal  and 
send  by  post,  to  send  forward  to  New  York  Colo. 
Putnam's  demand  &  also  such  Articles  as  Colo  Knox 
may  apply  for  out  of  the  Cargoe  taken.— ^In  like  man- 
ner 1  have  desired  him  to  send  me  as  soon  as  possible 
part  of  the  powder  and  eight  hundred  of  the  Carbines 
which  will  greatly  assist  in  making  up  the  deficiency 
in  this  instance. 

As  to  the:  plan  for  employing  the  Armed  Vcssells 
1  have  no  Objection  to  its  being  adopted,  provided  it 
will  not  frustrate  the  main  design  for  which  they  were 
fitted  out.  That  I  would  by  no  means  have  injured, 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  prevent  a  Cor- 
respondence between  the  disaffected  and  the  Enemy, 
and  the  latter  from  getting  supplies  of  provision,  but 
if  this  end  can  be  answered,  and  the  other  advantages 
in  the  plan  mentioned,  it  is  certainly  an  Eligible  one. 

The  great  variety  of  business,  in  which  Congress  are 
engaged,  has  prevented  our  settling  what  I  was  re- 
quested to  attend  for.  though  we  have  made  several 
attempts,  and  a  committee  has  been  appointed  for  the 
purpose  day  after  day  ;  nor  can  1  say  with  precision 
when  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  return.  I  must  therefore 
pray  your  attention  and  vigilance  to  every  necessar>' 
work;  and  further,  if  you  should  receive,  before  I 
come,  certain  advices,  and  such  as  you  can  rely  on,  of 
the  enemy's  being  on  the  coast,  or  approaching  New 
York,  that  you  inform  me  by  express  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. I  do  not  wish  an  alarm  to  be  given  me  without 
foundation  ;  but,  as  soon  as  you  are  certified  of  their 


coming,  that  it  be  instantly  communicated  to  me,  and 
orders  given  the  express  who  comes,  to  bespeak,  at  the 
different  necessar)'  stages  on  the  road,  as  many  horses 
as  may  be  proper  for  facilitating  my  return,  and  that 
of  the  gentlemen  with  me,  with  the  greatest  expedi- 
tion.    I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

P.  S.    I  advise  you'I  speak  to  the  several  Colonls. 
&  Hurr)'  them  to  get  their  Colors  done.' 


TO  JOHN    AUGUSTINE   WASHINGTON. 

Pkiladrlphia,  ji  Mo.;,  1776. 

Dear  Brother, 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  where  I  came  at  the 
request  of  Congress  to  settle  some  matters  relative  to 
the  ensuing  campaign.  I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  1 8th  from  Williamsburg,  and  think  I  stand  in- 
debted to  you  for  another,  which  came  to  hand  some 
time  ago  in  New  York. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  the  Virginia  Convention 
have  passed  so  noble  a  vote,  and  with  so  much  unan- 

1  "Joaeph  Lcni  of  Col.  McOougall's  Regiment  and  Capt.  H<^h's  Company, 

lr>ed  ml  th«  above  Court  MartiaJ  for  '  [)isobc<iiciice  ol  Orders,  and  striking  hii 

tominanflitig  Officer.  Bnsign  Young  when  iti  th«  execution  of  kix  duty'  is  fouiid 

kgiiilty  of  Di%oiK^tHef  of  urtitri  and  tcntcncc^  In  be  confined  live  dajn  on  bread 

'^nd  water  in  Ibc  Ptovust  Dun)^ii. 

"The  Ocneral  it  not  a  little  ^upmi:!!  at  llic  scnleiii,e  f»\  the  Court,  on  the 
t«rMoner  Joseph  Lent,  ami  thinks  ihe  punishment  so  inadequate  10  the  crime. 
that  he  disapproves  of  tlie  Mniience.  The  Geneia]  lio;>e»  ihu  hint  will  miJtc 
[lotara  Cencra]  Court  MarUals  more  particular  and  severe  on  the  kfinoHi  trime. 
'  a  Soldler'a  stnkinf;,  or  Attempting  to  strike  his  officer,  or  diiohey  hi.i  com- 
mantla." — OrJtfly  Bt^i,  2q  May,  \^^f^. 

"  Gvtl  Wuhingioii  h«^  wrote  to  lienU  I'ulnam  desiring  him  in  the  motl  preu- 
;  icnua,  to  give  pvtiiivc  onlen'  to  all  ihc  Coloncli  to  have  Colore  immediately 
■plctcd  for  their  m>pectivc  regiments." — Ordtrly  Bovk,  31  May.  1776. 
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imity.'  Things  have  come  to  that  pass  now,  as  to 
convince  us,  that  we  have  nothing  more  to  expect 
from  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  ;  also,  that  she  is 
capable  of  the  most  delusive  arts  ;  for  I  am  satisfied, 
that  no  commissioners  ever  were  designed,  except 
Hessians  and  other  foreigners  ;  and  that  the  idea  was 
only  to  deceive  and  throw  us  off  our  guard.  The  first 
has  been  too  efieclually  accomplished,  as  many  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  in  short,  the  representation  of  wliole 
provinces,  are  still  feeding  themselves  upon  thedainl)' 
food  of  reconciliation  ;  and,  though  they  will  not 
allow,  that  the  expectation  of  it  has  any  influence 
upon  their  judgment,  (with  respect  to  their  prepara- 
tions for  defence,)  it  is  but  too  obvious,  that  it  has  an 
t)peration  upon  every  part  of  their  conduct,  and  is  a 
dog  to  their  proceedings.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  to  be  otherwise  ;  for  no  man,  that  entertains  a 
hope  of  seeing  this  dispute  speedily  and  equitably 
adjusted  by  commissioners,  will  go  to  the  same  ex- 
pense and  run  the  same  hazards  to  prepare  for  the 
worst  event,  as  he  who  believes  that  he  must  conquer, 
or  submit  to  unconditional  terms,  and  its  concom- 
itants, such  as  confiscation,  hanging,  &c..  &c. 

'  On  WeducBday,  May  ij,  the  Vir){i')<*  Convention,  Lonkjstinjj  of  ane  hun- 
dred and  twelve  membrrt  renoUcil  unxnimousljr  lo  initrud  Ihcir  delegates  in 
the  Contincnlsl  Congress  lo  propciK  "  lo  that  rcsp«ciablr  body  to  declare 
Ihe  Colonies  Irce  uid  independent  States,  absolved  from  all  alle^aace  to,  or 
dependence  upon,  the  Crown  or  ParliatnenI  of  Grenl  Bfitain."  p]ccl|png  their 
Mippnrt  lo  such  a  dcclaralinn,  and  "  to  whatever  ineft&urci  may  be  thought 
proper  and  necc^'iary  hy  the  (longrMB  for  forming  foreign  alliencet,  and  a  con- 
federation of  the  colonics,  ai  inch  lime,  and  in  the  mantiCT.  as  lo  Ihcm  iltiaW, 
«eein  best :  Ptuvided,  that  the  power  u(  forming  govenirnent  Tor.  acid  the  regu- 
lation of  the  intcranl  c«nccn»  of  eacli  cotony.  tie  left  to  Uic  mpeciirc  colonUl 
legislatures.'" 


To  form  a  new  government  requires  infinite  care 
and  unbounded  attention  :  for  if  the  foundation  is 
badly  laid,  the  superstructure  must  be  bad.  Too 
much  time,  therefore,  cannot  be  bestowed  in  weigh- 
ing and  digesting  matters  well.  We  have,  no  doubt. 
some  good  parts  in  our  present  constitution  :  many 
bad  ones  wc  know  we  have.  Wherefore,  no  time  can 
be  misspent  that  is  employed  in  separating  the  wheat 
from  the  tares.  My  fear  is.  that  you  will  all  get  tired 
and  homesick  :  the  consequence  of  which  will  be.  that 
you  will  patch  up  some  kind  of  a  constitution  as 
defective  as  the  present.  This  should  be  avoided. 
Every  man  should  consider,  that  he  is  lending  his  aid 
to  frame  a  constitution,  which  is  to  render  milh'ons 
happy  or  miserable,  and  that  a  matter  of  such  moment 
cannot  be  the  work  of  a  day. 

I  am  in  hopes  to  hear  some  good  accounts  from 
North  Carolina.  If  Clinton  has  only  part  of  his  force 
there,  and  not  strongly  entrenched,  I  should  think 
that  General  Lee  wilt  be  able  to  give  a  very  good 
account  of  those  at  Cape  F"ear.  Surely  administra- 
tion must  intend  more  than  6ve  thousand  men  for 
the  southern  district,  otherwise  they  must  have  a  verj- 
contemptible  opinion  of  those  colonies,  or  have  great 
expectations  from  the  Indians,  slaves,  and  Tories, 
We  expect  a  very  bloody  summer  of  it  at  New  York 
and  Canada,  as  it  is  there  I  expect  the  grand  efforts 
of  the  enemy  will  be  aimed  :  and  I  am  sorr)*  to  say, 
that  we  are  not  either  in  men  or  arms  prepared  for  it. 
However,  it  is  to  be  Iioped.  that,  if  our  cause  is  just, 
as  I  do  most  religiously  believe  it  to  be,  the  same 
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Providence,  which  has  in  many  instances  appeared 
for  us,  will  still  go  on  to  afford  its  aid 

Your  Convention  is  acting  very  wisely  in  removing 
the  disaffected,  stores,  &c.,  from  the  counties  of 
Princess  Anne  and  Norfolk  ;  and  are  much  to  be 
commended  for  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
salt,  saltpetre,  powder.  &c.  No  time  nor  expense 
should  be  spared  to  accomplish  these  things 

Mrs.  Washington  is  now  under  inoculation  in  this 
city ;  and  will,  I  expect,  have  the  smallpox  favorably. 
This  is  the  thirteenth  day,  and  she  has  verj*  few 
pustules.  She  would  have  written  to  my  sister,  but 
thought  it  prudent  not  to  do  so,  notwithstanding 
there  could  be  but  little  danger  in  conveying  the 
infection  in  this  manner.  She  joins  me  in  love  to 
you,  her,  and  all  the  little  ones.  I  am,  with  every 
sentiment  of  regard,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate 
brother. 


1*0    UAJOR-GENERAL    i'UTNAM. 

PiiiLADKLPiriA,  3  June,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  by  yesterday  evening's  ex- 
press, with  the  several  letters  and  intelligence  from 
General  Schuyler,  and  am  much  concerned  for  the 
further  misfortunes,  that  have  attended  our  arms  in 
Canada.  I  have  laid  the  whole  before  Congress, 
who  had  before  resolved  to  send  a  considerable  aug- 
mentation to  our  army  there ;  and  doubt  not  that 
General  Schuyler  may  receive  assistance  from  the 
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militias,  most  convenient  to  him,  for  securing  the 
different  passes  and  communications,  till  they  can  be. 
As  to  sending  a  reinforcement  from  New  York, 
neither  policy  nor  prudence  will  justify  it,  as  we 
have  the  strongest  reasons  to  believe  the  day  not 
far  distant,  when  a  large  armament  will  arrive  and 
vigorously  attempt  an  impression  there  ;  to  oppose 
which  the  forces  we  have  will  not  be  more  than  equal, 
if  sufficient 

Congress  have  determined  on  building  sundry  gon- 
dolas and  ftre-rafts,  to  prevent  the  men-of-war  and 
enemy's  ships  from  coming  into  the  New  York  Bay 
or  Narrows.  I  must  therefore  request,  that  you  make 
inquiries  after  carpenters,  and  procure  all  you  can, 
with  materials  necessary  for  building  them,  that  they 
may  goe  on  with  all  possible  expedition,  as  soon  as 
the  person  arrives  from  hence,  whom  I  have  em- 
ployed to  superintend  the  work.  He  will  be  there 
in  a  day  or  two.     1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c' 


i 


'  On  the  3d,  Huicock  couvcyct]  to  W»hinglon  the  tlianlc*  o(  Con|;Tes>  (or 
ihe  "  unrcrailled  atlcncion  yaa  have  paid  to  your  important  tn»t ;  and  in  pttr- 
licvlar,  for  the  ■xsit'ianrc  ibcy  have  derived  from  yunr  mititary  kngwlcdj^c  and 
nperiencc  in  adoptiiiK  Ihe  bm  plan^  (or  the  defence  of  the  United  Colonic*. 
.  .  .  Ha^-ing,  tbcref4>re,  folly  Accomplished  Ihc  views  of  CongTct»  in  rr- 
<|uKlin|[  your  Kllendancc  in  thi&  Ctty,  I  am  commaiLdcd  to  inlorrn  yan  thai  they 
Mitiinil  to  your  choice  the  lime  ol  returning  to  head  ijuarters,  well  knowing  ynu 
will  repair  Ihithct  when  «ver  Ihe  exigency  of  affairs  shatl  render  yoor  presence 
Ibcre  neccaury." 

Oo  May  ajd  CongTAt  appointed  a  commiltec  of  five  to  confer  with  Wath- 
higtini.  Gates,  and  Mifflin  on  "the  mot.1  speedy  and  effectual  meant  for  ■up- 
parting  the  Atnericao  cauw  in  CAnndn.*'  The  mcmben  were  Harrison,  R.  K. 
!.««,  J.  Adams.  Wilson,  and  Ruiledge — all  but  one  being  (rom  the  Coloniet 
xmth  of  New  VorV.  Washington  was  ordered  lo  nitend  im  (he  34lh,  and  on 
lh«  lane  day  a  report  from  the  commillec.  drawn  up  by  ilnrrinon,  was  laid 
before  Congrcn,  and  in  pan  adupled,     (Jmirnah,  May  24th.)    On«  of  the 


TO    MAJOK-GENEKAL   SCHUYLER. 

N(W  YOIE.  7  Jnne,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  time  to  answer  your  two  last  favors  ml- 
nuteiy,  but  only  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them. 

New  Vork  elel«^«t«,  R.  R.  Livingsloo,  w»s  added  lo  th«  commiitee.  «ad  uo 
ibc  next  Hay,  pmbably  finding  the  tn<iuir)-  taking  a  wider  MX)pe,  a  raucii 
larger  couiintnee  wa»  appoinleO,  coiupo&cd  of  llarriton.  R.  El.  Lrc,  J.  AdanM«' 
Wilson,  R.  R.  I.ivingstmi,  ^^11it)|>]l;,  fvlicnuun.  Hoplcint,  W.  LivingRUni,  Read. 
TilghmiLn.  Hcwcs,  Middlcion,  and  Hall.  The  subject  was  now  no  lancer  cob- 
hned  lo  Canaita  and  ihe  nartherD  rrsntier,  but  included  "a  plan  of  millury 
operations  foi  ihe  eiikuingcuDipa^."  The  linil  report,  picpaivd  by  Kuticdge, 
tnu conddetcd  on  (he  Mime  diiy,  a.nd  in  pail  agreed  to  .  "  AV/f/iW,  lliaC  it  is  of 
Uk  UiefacBt  impurtancc  ihat  post  be  taken  m  Dcchambeau  and  ihsi  the  same  be 
fortified  ;  that  work!>  tie  likewise  erected  on  ihc  islands  in  the  river  Si.  Law- 
rence, at  the  mouth  o(  the  river  Sorel.  a*  well  to  keep  open  the  cotnmunica- 
lion  between  SI.  Jt^iii  ai  to  prevent  Ihe  euemies  pasiiiii^  to  the  upper  country, 
should  the  (nrcciof  the  Unitcti  Colanio  he  conipclkd  In  rcircal  from  Dechnm- 
bcaii.  That  it  h  highly  expedient  to  engage  the  Indiann  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonic*."  {MS.  yourua/i.)  On  the  aqlh  a  "  further"  report  wa» 
pntcnted  by  the  committee  (prohftbly  on  the  suggestion  o(  Lcc)  and  it  was 
resolved  "  chat  an  animated  addres!>  be  pulili.thed  to  impress  the  minds  at  the 
people  with  the  necessitj-  of  now  stepping  forward  lo  save  Lhcit  country,  their 
freedom  and  properly,"  ami  Jeffcrion,  Wythe,  S.  Adamii,  and  Kutlcdge  were 
cboiten  lo  prepare  luch  an  ml(lrr«.  (.W.S',  ^irurti.Tls.)  The  printed  youmals 
give  all  that  was  accomplishcrd  on  the  30th.  but  the  full  report  had  tn  the 
meftntime  been  prepared  in  the  ;:unfcrcncc  committee,  and  diijekled  by  Jeller- 
son  from  rough  memoranda'^  in  the  MSS.  of  R.  II.  Lcc.  Harrison.  Rutledge 
and  a  number  of  other-',  together  with  ahoul  six  reports  upon  lettenc  from 
Washington  and  Schuyler  that  had  been  >omc  weeks  befcur  Congress.  Jeller- 
Mu'b  digest  covers  four  cltiitely  written  foUo  paftct,  and  each  paragraph  ix 
lettered  apparently  with  tlic  initial  letter  of  Ihc  |icr»on  who  propoxcrl  (hat  par- 
ticular pftTagrttph,  ihus  (j  stands  for  Gates,  S,  Si:huyler.  W,  Washington,  anil 
C,  probably  Committee  or  Cung[rk>.  Washinijlun  su^-^eMed  fifieeii  paia^raph^ 
— quite  one  haLf  of  Ihc  whole ;  but  as  most  of  the  paragraphs  were  afterwards 
embodied  in  rcsolntions  of  (!ongrcss,  1  do  not  give  them  here.  There  arc  two 
pages  of  (luefllinn*  and  answer*  in  Che  MS.  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  but  they 
appear  to  have  been  addressed  to  ihe  comwitlee  and  not  to  Washint-lon. 

This  digested  report  was  broughl  into  Congress  on  the  3oU],  and  was  con- 
•ider«d  on  the  following  days,  only  a  pan  of  the  resolves  being  (Hinted  in  the 


being  just  returned  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  post 
about  to  depart  this  morning.  The  situation  of  our 
affairs  in  Canada  is  truly  alarming,  and  I  greatly  fear, 
from  the  intelligence  transmitted  from  thence  by 
Captain  Wilkinson  to  General  Greene,'  that  ere  this 
we  have  sustained  further  and  greater  misfortunes, 
than  what  happened  when  you  wrote.  I  have  en- 
closed you  a  copy  of  his  letter,  by  which  you  will  see 
I  have  too  much  ground  for  my  concern ;  and  I  sin- 
cerely wish  the  next  letters  from  the  northward  may 
not  contain  melancholy  advices  of  General  Arnold's 
defeat,  and  the  loss  of  Montreal,  The  most  vigorous 
exertions  will  be  necessary  to  retrieve  our  circum- 
stances there,  and  I  am  hopeful!  you  will  strain  ever)' 
nerve  for  that  purpose.  Unless  it  can  be  now  done, 
Canada  will  be  lost  for  ever;  the  fatal  consequences 
of  which  every  one  must  feel. 

I  have  enclosed  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress for  reinforcing  the  army  in  Canada,  and  keeping 
up  the  communication  with  that  province.'  I  hope  the 
several  colonics  will  immediately  furnish  their  quotas 
of  men.  which,  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, I  should  imagine  had  better  be  employed  at  the 
communications,  and  all  the  enlisted  soldiers  sent 
forward  to  Canada.  You  have,  also,  another  resolu- 
tion for  employing  and  engaging  a  number  of  Indians 
in  the  service,*  though  Congress  have  not  particular- 

'  Sec  this  klter  in  WilkiDtion's  Afrinoirt,  vol.  i..  p.  4S- 

*  Ii  wu>  roolvcd,  June  isi,  thai  tin  ihons&nd  milJlii  should  he  cmplDycd  from 
UuochiMctU,  N'cvr  Hampihirc,  Cnnnccliciil,  ond  New  York,  lo  rdnfotcc  lb« 
•  naj  in  Ctnida. 

'ConercM  liwl  votc<l  lire  reisini;  of  two  lhou<«n«l  {iidian»  for  tN  Canula 
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ized  the  mode  for  raising  and  engaging  'em.  I  would 
have  you,  and  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  In* 
dian  affairs,  pursue  such  measures  for  the  purpose,  as 
to  you  may  seem  best  for  securing  their  friendship 
and  service.  If  a  smaller  number  than  two  thousand 
will  do,  I  would  not  advise  more  Co  be  embodied 
than   may  be   necessary. 

If  your  presence  or  direction  at  St.  John's,  or  any 
post  in  Canada,  could  be  of  service  and  tend  to  put 
our  affairs  in  a  belter  channel  than  they  now  are,  I 
would  wish  you  to  goe,  as  General  Thomas  is  down 
with  the  smallpox  ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  direct  or 
request  you  to  do  it,  if  you  think  by  remaining  where 
you  are,  or  not  going,  will  be  of  more  public  advan- 
tage, or  that  the  cause  will  be  injured  by  doing  iL 
You  will  be  governed  by  such  measures,  as  appear  to 
you  best,  and  the  circumstances  of  our  affairs  under 
your  management,  and  those  in  Canada  with  which 
you  must  be  much  better  acquainted  than  I  am,  or 
can  possibly  be,  at  this  distance.     It  is  probable  your 

MTvice.  In  reply,  CenertI  .Schuylei  «ery  mtumlly  inquired  where  they  were 
[o  be  fountl,  and  addvcl,  that,  irn^tend  o{  rniung  thU  number  for  the  Amencan 
c«usc.  he  thoughc  that  if  they  could  be  prevcnCeil  from  joining  the  enemy  it  was 
more  than  cnuUl  he  expected.  The  IndiAns  hnti  hul  trnc  mutitn  in  their  alli&ncct 
with  the  whites,  which  wits  to  mlhc-rc  to  the  tU-on(>c<>t  side,  where  they  were  paM 
the  mull  lihcnliy,  and  ma  ilie  \e»M  tiak.  Cangreu  hid  tmstt  means,  and  wcrr 
panimoniuus  from  neccMity,  Thej*  were  moreover  averse  ni  fint  to  employing 
<his  kind  of  aid,  and  soughl  only  to  krep  the  savim;es  in  a  peaceful  neutialily. 
An  this  wns  noi  pouJble,  (roni  ihe  fierce  and  warlike  rulure  of  these  Mns  of 
the  foKtil,  and  as  ihc  enemy  has  na  scruples  on  the  suhjecl.  ic  was  deemed 
ncceuary  by  Confess  to  wek  their  a.tiifvtance.  No  moment,  hflurcver,  could 
have  hecn  ntnre  tinpropiiioui  lor  such  »»  attempt,  than  tlic  prckcot,  whcit 
the  decUning  stale  of  aOain  in  Canada  held  out  feeble  cncouragerncnli  to 
t  people,  who  acted  upon  the  prindplc  and  vvith  the  ullinintc  aim  of  the 
sKvaiccs. 
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presence  may  be  necessary  &  wanted  at  the  negotia- 
tion with  the  Indians,  which  will  be  one  cause  to 
prevent  your  going.' 


I 
I 


TO   THB    TRESinENT   OK   CONGRESS. 

New  York.  7  June,  177&. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  Congress,  that  I 
arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  about  one  o'clock, 
and  found  all  in  a  state  of  peace  and  quieL  I  had 
not  time  to  view  the  works  carrying  on,  and  those 
ordered  to  be  begun  when  I  went  away  ;  but  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  report  of  such  of  the 
general  and  other  officers  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see, 
that  tliey  have  been  prosecuted  and  fonvarded  with 
all  possible  diligence  and  despatch.'    I  am  much  con- 

*  Genenil  Sdiayler  •oon  ■flerwards  went  to  the  Gennui  Flkbi,  where  be  met 
a  bnrv  number  of  Indian*  (lom  the  w^^tem  parlik  of  New  York.  wWh  whnm  a 
ireaiy  was  fonned. 

General  Snilivan  arnvcti  at  St.  Johni  on  May  3tsl.  Writing  10  CongrcK  on 
Utt  following  day.  he  uid  ;  "  No  one  Uiinc  is  right ;  every  thing  is  tn  the 
MtnHHt  conliuinn,  and  nlmo*!  every  one  frighlrncd  at.  ihcy  know  what. 
I  am  surpriscil  ihal  an  army  ifioulrl  live  in  cunlinuu)  ftar  of  and  even 
retreat  before  an  enemy  whtch  no  perxon  amimg  them  hai.  M«n.  ...  I 
•ai  CTtremdy  sorry  to  infnrm  ynu  that  frpm  ihe  officer^  whose  buanwa  it  was  to 
gtre  CoDgre&»  the  tnie  stale  of  matter^  Congreu  \\&<*  not,  1  believe,  received  any 
thin^  like  ii.  This  1  conclude  from  the  rq>eatcd  letien^  nent  (o  Geni  Wa&hin{- 
100  giving  ihc  most  favorable  accounts  and  promising  ■  speedy  reduction  of 
(Quebec,  when  (here  was  nm  even  a  probability  of  it,  anrf  ihe  army  with  whtch 
thik  was  10  be  lionc  had  dwindled  iiiln  a  mob  without  even  the  fotm  of  order  ui 
rcgnlarity.  The  coni«c]uenee  of  which  we  have  emperienced  by  the  infammu 
retreat  from  Quebec,  and  the  ulill  more  wandalout  surrender  of  ihc  post  at  the 
Ccdan." 

'  Fnun  ft  letter  of  Jcdcdiah  Hnntington  In  Governor  Trumbull,  tinted  the  6lh, 
il  b  karoed  that  the  "  army  if  a>  well  prepared  to  mecl  Ihc  enemy  (for  its  num* 
b*rv)  aa  ever  it  has  been  mhcc  iln  commrncrrmenl — brtlcr  discipline,  more  am- 
■anilioo  and  good  armt ;  although  as  to  the  latter  arii<:le,  there  is  loo  great  a 
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cerned  for  the  situation  of  our  affairs  In  Canada,  and 
am  fearful,  ere  this,  it  is  much  worse  than  was  first 
reported  at  Philadelphia.  The  intelligence  from 
thence  in  a  letter  from  Captn.  Wilkinson  of  the  2d 
Regt.  to  Genl.  Greene  is  truly  alarming.  It  not 
only  confirms  the  account  of  Colonel  Bedel's  and 
Major  Sherburne's  defeat,  but  seems  to  forebode 
General  Arnolds,  with  the  loss  of  Montreal.  !  have 
enclosed  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which  will  but  too  well 
show  that  there  Is  foundation  for  my  apprehensions. 
On  Wednesday  evening  I  received  an  express  from 
General  Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers  respecting  Sir 
John  Johnson,  which  I  have  not  time  to  copy,  as  the 
post  is  just  going  off,  but  will  do  myself  the  honor  of 
transmitting  you  as  soon  as  I  possibly  can.'     Before 

deficiency.  ...  I  count  kige  to  put  down  the  numher  <A  onr  men  fit  for 
Action  here  at  Ave  hundred  each  regiment,  which  amounts  to  nine  thou&and  five 
hiudrcd.  Inilectl  I  do  not  tliink  ft  cauld  luro  out  et|{hl  Uiaownd  wcU  vnied. 
,  .     The  inhabitant!  promise  u«  three  thmiuintl  nf  City  Militia  ;  but  we  do 

not  believe  wc  shall  see  half  so  many." 

'  Sit  John  JohnMin  rnide-J  at  JubiiKtawn,  in  Tryon  couaiy.  about  forty  milet 
northwest  of  Albany,  anci  po>«essec]  Inrgc  pairimDnial  estaics  in  thai  nelghbor- 
bood.  Adhering  to  the  royal  caiue.  nnd  having  many  of  the  Indians  in  hi*  in< 
Hnence,  aa  well  a»  two  or  ihrcc  htmdrcrl  lligMantlcT>,  who  wcic  his  tenants,  an 
eye  wa&  kept  upon  hJs  conduct.  In  January  lie  had  given  hit  parole,  that  he 
would  Cake  nii  [>art  a^jaiml  the  coloniei.  See  RtmembraHCfr,  vol.  iii.,  p.  45. 
But  (j«ncta)  .Schuyler  rcoeived  such  intelligence  as  convinced  him,  ihac  Sir  John 
wa&  secretly  in&iigaiiDg  ihe  Indians,  by  which  he  had  virtually  broken  kb  parole, 
•nd  was  likely  to  produce  much  mischief  on  the  frontiers.  To  prevent  such  a 
CftUmity.  he  ihooght  it  advisable  to  secure  Sir  John,  and  qaoU  ihc  ridng  ipirit 
of  hostility,  which  he  was  fomenting  among  the  inhahiinnCs  and  Indiana  in  (hat 
quarter.  Colonel  naylon.  with  a  paj-t  of  hi»  regiment  then  on  its  way  to 
Canada,  was  detpatchi^d  to  prosecute  thu  cnterpriae.  But  Sir  John,  getting 
notice  of  the  propar.^tiDnx,  and  Kuspecting  the  ohjoci.  made  his  escape  to  the 
westward,  and  sought  Mcurity  with  the  Imlians.  and  a  unall  British  force  on 
the  I&kcs.  Sir  John's  papers  were  examined  by  Colonel  Dayton,  in  compliance 
with  his  orders,  and  Lady  Johnson  w&s  removed  to  Alb«ny.  where  she  was  re- 
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1  left  Philadelphia,  I  employed  a  person  to  superin- 
tend the  building  of  the  gondolas,  which  Congress 
had  resolved  on  for  this  place.  He  is  arrived,  and 
all  things  seem  to  be  in  a  proper  channel  for  facili- 
tating the  work ;  but  when  they  are  done,  we  shall 
be  in  much  want  of  guns,  having  never  received  any 
of  those  taken  by  Commodore  Hopkins.  Re  pleased 
to  mention  mc  to  Congress  with  the  utmost  respect, 
and  \  am,  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard  and 
esteem,  your  and  their  most  obedient  servant. 

P.  S.  I  this  minute  received  your  favor  of  the  5 
Inst.  I  am  in  need  of  Commissions  and  beg  Con- 
gress to  point  out  precisely  the  line  I  am  to  pursue 
in  filling  'em  up.  This  I  mentioned  in  my  Letter 
of  the  II  Ulto.  ...  I  am  much  pleased  at  the 
fortunate  captures  and  the  generous  conduct  of  the 
owners  and  masters  for  the  tender  of  the  money  to 
Congress.  * 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Nfw  VniiK,  S  June.  I776. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  you  and  which  was  designed  to  have 

lainMl  u  a  kind  oF  hoita|^  for  ihe  peaceable  conduct  erf  her  husband.  SIi« 
wiote  to  General  Washiniiion,  complain i ok  of  ibi>  deleniion  and  askingj  hi&  Jn- 
letferCDce  fur  h«r  n;]cas«  .  but  he  left  Ibe  maUer  with  General  Schuylet  ;iiid  the 
Albaoy  Committee.  Coland  Dayton  wu  siaiioned  for  several  weeks  at  johns- 
toirn,  with  the  Iroop^  undet  his  ct^mmand.  Sir  jAhn  John.inn  returned  not 
again  ;  in  Ibe  JanuBr>  following  he  found  his  vrty  to  New  York.  Chen  in  po*- 
Miuian  of  the  Driiifth  army,  tie  wxa  a  son  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  i>o  well 
luMwn  in  ibe  hirtoiy  of  the  last  French  war. 
'  Remd  Jun«  loih. 


come  by  the  post,  but  was  prevented  by  his  departure 
before  the  usual  time,  I  mentioned  my  having  received 
by  express  a  letter  and  sundry  papers  from  General 
Schuyler,  respecting  Sir  John  Johnson,  copies  of 
which  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  for  your  inspection 
and  perusal.  They  will  show  you  what  measures 
were  planned  and  attempted  for  apprehending  him, 
and  securing  the  Scotch  H  ighlanders  in  Tryon 
county. 

Having  heard  that  the  troops  at  Boston  are  ex- 
tremely uneasy  and  almost  mutinous  for  want  of  pay 
(several  months  of  which  being  now  due)  I  must 
take  the  liberty  to  repeat  a  question  contained  in  my 
Letter  of  the  5  Ulto.  "  what  mode  is  to  be  pursued 
respecting  it,  whether  is  money  to  be  sent  from 
hence  by  the  paymaster  General,  or  some  person 
subordinate  to  him  to  be  appointed  there  for  that 
purpose  ?  1  expected  some  direction  would  have 
been  given  in  this  instance  long  ere  this,  from  what 
was  contained  in  yours  accompanying,  or  about  the 
time  of  the  last  remittance,  I  presume  it  has  been 
omitted  by  reason  of  the  multiplicity  of  important 
business  before  Congress.' 

In  perusing  the  several  resolves  you  honored  me 
with  when  at  Philadelphia  and  since  my  return,  I 

'  Duinc  bad  told  Ptlfrcy,  the  PKytnulct  Gcncnl,  thai  Boiton  wu  coiuid* 
ered  witfain  his  dcpatlmcnt,  and  lliat  liis  EccounU  were  In  br  auditci]  in  l'!iilii- 
dtlphia;  but  Cangteti  doe*  nnt  appear  to  have  madr  any  formal  announce- 
meni  of  die  mode  or  paymf  nl.  On  the  71I1  Washingtun  adW^d  M&jor-G«nera] 
Ward  to  bgjTow  the  iieccMaiy  money  from  Uic  (i«nera]  Court,  if  the  toldi«n 
were  turbulent  And  very  imporliinatc  Tor  their  pay.  On  the  tach  Coo^rua 
elected  Ebene^cr  Haneock  deputy  pa^rmaslcr  genera]  (or  the  cMlern  dcpart- 
mcnl,  and  itml  hiin  l50,ttM  dollars.      He  waii  a  brother  of  Jnhn  Hancock, 
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find  one  allowing  a  chief  engineer  for  the  army  in  a 
separate  department.  The  sen'lce  requiring  many 
of  them.  I  wish  Congress,  If  they  know  any  persons 
skilled  in  this  business,  would  appoint  them.  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  has  frequently  applied,  and  suggested 
the  necessity  of  having  some  in  Canada.  I  myself 
know  of  none.  I  also  find  there  is  a  resolve  of  the 
3d  of  June  for  taking  Indians  into  service,  which,  if 
literally  construed,  confines  them  to  that  in  Canada. 
Is  that  the  meaning  of  Congress,  or  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief may  order  their  service  to  any  place 
he  may  think  necessary  ? 

In  respect  to  the  establishing  expresses  between 
the  several  Continental  posts,  who  is  to  do  it. — the 
Resolve  does  not  say.  Is  it  expected  by  Congress 
that  I  should  ?  whoever  the  work  is  assigned  to. 
1  think  should  execute  it  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
The  late  imperfect  and  contradictory  accounts  re- 
*ipecting  our  defeat  at  the  Cedars  strongly  point  out 
the  necessity  there  is  for  it— No  intelligence  has  yet 
come  from  any  officer  in  command  there,  and  most 
probably  for  want  of  a  proper  channel  to  convey  it, 
tho'  this  misfortune  happened  so  long  agoe.' 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  being  in  Congress,  if  I 
mistake  not,  I  heard  a  resolve  read,  or  was  told  of 
one,  allowing  the  New  York  Troops  the  same  pay 

*  Coloiisl  Bwdel,  of  New  Hampthirr,  had  l>ern  leiit  by  Arnold  to  hold  r 
BAinm  p«a  kuown  u  Ihr  Ccilftn.  nhoiii  (oriy-fiv«  miles  cbovc  MoniresJ.  An 
Engbah  force  ■pponnK.  Redd  went  Cu  Monireal  for  reinrorcements.  and  Butter- 
Seld,  whom  he  hud  IcTi  in  charge,  wricnd^rcd  on  Mny  t^Ih,  .itmosi  wilhoot  « 
sbow  of  fighltng.  Some  reinCorceoicnli  from  Aniold,  under  the  command  of 
M*J0t  Henry  Shcrbiime,  were  mcl  and  routed. 


of  others  in  the  Continental  service.  This,  if  any 
such,  I  do  not  find,  and  if  there  is  not  such  a  one,  I 
shall  be  under  some  embarrassment  how  lo  pay  the 
Militia  to  be  provided  by  this  Province.  The  Re- 
solve providing  them  says,  they  are  to  be  paid  while 
in  service  as  other  Troops  are.  But  If  those  In- 
listed  heretofore  in  this  province,  are  to  receive 
according  to  the  first  establishment,  it  is  a  matter  of 
doubt  what  the  Militia  are  to  have.' 

Before  this  comes  to  hand,  a  Hand-Bill  containing 
an  account  of  a  victor)^  gained  by  General  Arnold. 
over  the  party  that  had  defeated  Colo.  Bedel  and 
Major  Sherburne  will  most  probably  have  reached 
you.  I  have  inquired  into  the  authenticity  of  this 
fortunate  report  and  have  found  there  is  no  de- 
pendance  to  he  put  in  it,  nor  do  I  believe  it  deserves 
of  the  least  credit.  I  shall  be  happy  not  to  hear  the 
reverse.'     I  have  &c. 

P.  S.  If  Congress  have  come  to  any  Resolution 
about  an  Allowance  to  Induce  men  to  reinlist  you  will 

'  "  /(tsohtit.  Thai  the  p&y  ol  ihc  CnniJnmitl  troop*,  in  the  miildlc  ik-paiU 
nicnl.  be  ItciicefnrTh  the  Miinc  *•.  ihal  uf  the  troops,  in  Ihc  ciislcrn,  "  yvnrnals, 
10  June,  1776.  The  ])ay  nf  Ihc  Ka<>tetE)  Fijiiccs  beiii);  hi){}icr  tliaii  ttinl  allowed 
thcwe  lif  Ntrw  Vuik,  it  was  fimnd  that  many  Eram  Nrw  VarL  wrrc  cnluting  in 
ihr  rcyiincntv  of  New  EngUnd.  The  CongrcKs  of  New  Vock,  upon  receiving 
U  requisition  from  the  Continental  Coii){rcss,  (oi  iHore  truup»,  sent  Gotlvcnieur 
Morris  to  Philadelphia  to  deierminc,  if  possible,  this  "  odious  cliscriminatinn,'' 
with  the  above  mult. 

*  ArnoJd  hod  marched  against  the  Urilish  with  Ihc  object  of  legaining  hy 
lone  the  470  Amcricaini  ca[>tuied  in  ihc  two  cnKaKcmentk  nt  the  Ccdan  ;  but 
the  British  officer  i^hcrlrd  that  a  rosKuicrc  inuit  cnnue  upon  xiich  an  ailcmpi. 
and  Arnold  was  forced  to  be  content  nith  obiainint;  the  Americans  (uve  four 
oHtcers,  retained  iu>  hostoecii)  on  tlie  condition  of  returning  an  M|iifll  number  of 
Hritish  pri*oner».  This  agreement  wa*  *ei  aside  by  Congress,  JtiMtnah,  to 
Jnly,  177ft.     Thi*  report  was  drawn  up  by  Jcflc»>on, 
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please  to  favor  me  with  it,  as  the  Time  the  Rifle 
Regimt.  is  engaged  for  is  just  expired. 

As  the  Militia  will  be  coming  in  and  they  will  be 
in  much  need  of  covering  please  to  have  all  the 
Tents  and  Cloth  proper  for  making  'em  that  can  be 
procured  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible.' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

NttW  VoKX,  q  June,  1776. 

Sir. 

I  was  honored  Yesterday  with  your  Favor  of  the 
7th,  with  its  Inclosures.  When  Doctor  Potts  arrives 
I  shall  order  him  to  Canada  or  Lake  George,  as  may 
appear  most  proper  it  is  certainly  necessary  that  he 
or  Doctor  Stringer  should  go  to  the  former. 

The  resolve  respecting  General  Wooster's  recall,  I 
will  immediately  iratismit  to  him.  with  directions  to 
repair  hither  without  delay.'     The  situation  of  our 

'  Resd  Ml  The  lOth  ;  rcrerred  to  thr  comminee  tppoinied  on  the  6th,  vu. : 
Sherman,  Wythe,  Serjeant,  P.  Lee,  a»d  Owinnel. 

*  The  I'lenidenC  of  Congreu  had  writti:n  two  day*  b«(ure  ,  "  The  encloMd 
letur  (roiii  ihc  ConunisHoncrs  in  Canida,  I  ;ini  commnndcd  by  Con|ti«M  to 
tnn«niil  to  yuu.  Th«  coDieni^  of  It  are  ulanninK.  Our  army  in  that  qvaitcr 
b  almo&i  niincd  for  want  af  disdptinc  and  every  ihini;  cUc  ncccstJiT}'  to  consii- 
tnle  an  army,  or  keep  troops  ii>gether.  The  Congress,  in  IhU  uluaiinn  o(  our 
Alfairt,  have  resolved  that  General  Wooster  he  recalled  from  Canada.  I  am 
Iherefoie  to  request  you  will  immcdiutely  order  him  to  npur  to  hcad-^uartert 
at  New  York." 

It  b  Hardly  poanble  10  conceive  a  more  dc[iloiablc  piaure.  th.-in  ihai  drawn 
by  the  CominEuionets  in  ilieit  letter  10  CoD(;rcss.  dated  ai  Montienl,  May  37lh. 
"  Vov  wilt  have  a  faini  idea  o(  our  situation,"  i-ay  lUcy,  "  if  you  fii^urc;  to  ytnr- 
lelf  sn  army  broken  and  dhhcartcncd,  half  of  it  under  inocmEaiion  and  other 
dibeaxY,  toldicn  without  pay,  without  dikcipliiie,  and  altugelhet  reduced  to  live 
from  hand  to  mouth,  depending  on  the  «cuty  and  prccnrioiu  nipplico  of  a  tew 
half-Marred  cattle,  and  trifling  quantities  of  R>uur,  which  have  hitherto  been 
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affairs  in  Canada,  as  reported  by  the  honorable  Com- 
missioners, is  truly  alarming ;  and  I  am  sorry,  that 
my  opinion  of  the  il!  consequences  resulting  from  the 
short  enlistment  of  the  army  should  be  but  too  well 
confirmed  by  the  experience  they  have  had  of  the 
want  of  discipline  and  order  in  our  soldiery  there. 
This  induces  me  again  to  wish  Congress  to  determine 
on  a  liberal  allowance,  to  engage  the  troops  already 
in  service  to  re-enlist  for  a  longer  period,  or  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war;  nor  can  I  forbear  ex- 
pressing my  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  keeping  the 
military  chest  always  supplied  with  money,  as  evils  of 
the  most  interesting  nature  are  often  produced  for 
want  of  a  regular  payment  of  troops.  The  neglect 
makes  them  impatient  and  uneasy.     I  am  much  sur- 

pickeO  up  in  differani  puts  of  the  country.     General  Thotnas  is  now  %\  Cham. 

I>l>ce  under  the  »inaU(>ux.  B«in|j  laken  with  thai  ilUwrder  be  left  the  camp  al 
Sorel,  and  wrato  (o  General  Wvostcr  to  come  and  take  the  Lonimanil.  Vilicn 
the  iniet^st  of  our  country  anil  the  liafcty  of  youi  ;irniy  arc  ai  itake,  we  think 
il  a  very  improper  time  to  conceal  nur  Kcnciments,  either  with  re«peci  lo  persons 
or  lhin){&.  General  Wooiter  is,  in  our  opinion,  lulaU)'  unfit  tu  L'omtnand  your 
army,  nrul  camluit  the  urar.  Wc  have  hithrctu  [irevaileil  on  him  lo  remain  in 
Monlreal.  Hi«  «iay  in  this  colony  '\%  unnrircvdiy,  and  even  prejudicial  tt>  our 
■  Aftin.     Wc  wuuld  lliercfore  ndvi^  hU  retuL[.  " — MS.  Letter. 

General  Woosicr  requested  from  Congress  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  &h 
commatulerof  the  force*!  in  Canada.  The  subject  wax  referred  to  n  committee, 
who.  after  a  full  cxamiimiion,  lepurlcrl  it  at  their  o|>inion.  Ilut  nothing  ccniur- 
ablc  or  blaoicwotthy  a|ipcateil  againil  him.  yi/umalj,  August  17th.  He  re- 
signed his  •;ommitj.ioo  in  the  Continental  anny,  and  was  appointed  first  major- 
^neral  of  the  (.'onncclicul  milili.t. 

*'lt  ib  ^Iruugly  recommended  Ui  the  ufGi:ers  of  the  ditlercnl  regiments,  to 
pruiicc  ihe  Salutr  vrith  the  Kuicc,  and  10  fall  upon  a  mcthotl  of  being  uniform 
therein  ;  so  a.s  that  all  may  .inquire  one  and  the  same  irnvle  and  the  Urncral 
•Iciirc*.  that  when  the  line  i-  liirned  onl  al  any  rnc.-impment.  all  the  oHicerk 
keep  their  annt  ailvance<l.  and  salute  only  hy  taking  »R  their  halt,  until  ihey 
have  obtained  a  more  i-onect  methu<l  ofsnluiini;  with  their  arms," — Oriltrty 
Seek,  9june,  1776. 
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prised  at  the  scarcity  of  provisions  there,  particularly 
of  flour ;  as,  from  several  accounts  I  ha<I  received 
from  thence,  I  was  led  to  expect  that  considerable 
supplies  of  that  article  could  be  procured  there.  That 
our  misfortunes  may  not  become  greater,  I  have  wrote 
to  the  commissary  to  fonvard  more  provisions,  in 
addition  to  those  already  sent. 

An  adjutant  and  quartermaster  general  are  indis- 
pensably necessary,  with  assistants.  The  money 
saved  the  continent  by  their  Tion-appolntment  will  be 
but  small  and  trifling,  when  put  in  competition  with 
the  loss  for  want  of  them.  Colonel  Fleming,  who 
acted  in  the  former  capacity  under  General  Mont- 
gomery is  now  here  ;  but  his  indisposition  is  such  as 
to  render  him  unfit  at  this  time  for  the  post  ;  it  is  an 
important  one,  and  requires  vigor  and  activity  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  it.  He  will  be  of  much  service 
to  Colonel  Reed,  the  business  of  whose  office  will 
increase  considerably  by  the  augmentation  of  the 
army.  It  will  be  nccessar)^  too,  that  the  commissa- 
ries in  Canada,  and  the  deputy  quartermaster-gen- 
erals, should  have  several  assistants  and  clerks  ;  nor 
do  I  think  a  precise  number  can  be  fixed  on,  as  a 
variety  of  circumstances  may  and  must  occur  to  ren- 
der the  number,  essential  for  doing  the  business  in 
those  departments,  greater  or  less  at  different  times. 
It  will  be  better,  I  apprehend,  to  leave  it  indefinite, 
and  with  power  to  the  commanding  officer  to  allow 
such  as  may  be  wanted. 

I  am  still  in  the  dark,  how  the  unfortunate  affair 
ended  at  the  Cedars,  or  on  what  terms  the  surrender 
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was  made,  as  the  last  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
has  reference  to  a  former,  and  mentions  an  agreement 
entered  into,  which  I  have  not  seen  ;  but  I  know  of 
it  more  than  I  could  wish. 

I  have  received  from  Providence  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Morris's  Order  as  Chairman  of  the  secret  com- 
mittee of  Congress  234  Musquets  in  part  of  the  244 
directed  to  be  sent — the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Brown  will  account  for  the  Deficiency. 

1  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  ordering  a  Quan- 
tity of  Lead  and  Flints  to  be  immediately  forwarded. 
Our  Demands  for  both  are  and  will  be  ver)-  pressing 
— ^there  are  also  wanted  some  particular  and  necessarj' 
Medicines  to  compleat  our  Hospital  Chests,  of  which 
I  will  get  Dr.  Morgan  to  furnish  the  Congress  with  a 
List,  when  he  writes  or  waits  on  them  about  some 
other  Matters  necessary  to  be  fixed  in  his  Department. 

As  General  Wooster  in  all  Probability  will  be  here 
in  a  little  Time  in  Compliance  with  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  and  my  Order  transmitted  him,  I  wish  to 
know  what  I  am  Lo  do  with  him  when  he  comes — 

Genl.  Schuyler,  in  his  Letter  of  the  3[st  Ulto.  of 
which  I  transmitted  you  a  Copy  Yesterday,  mentions 
that  sundry  Persons  had  a  Design  to  seize  him  as  a 
Tory  and  probably  still  have,  and  wishes  Congress  to 
give  him  some  public  Mark  of  their  Approbation,  if 
they  are  convinced  of  his  Zeal  and  Attachment  to  the 
Cause  of  his  Country^ — whether  he  intended  that  1 
should  communicate  his  Desire  to  them  or  not ;  I  am 
not  certain  ;  but  supposing  that  he  did.  I  must  beg 
Leave  to  request  that  yo\i  lay  the   Paragraph  before 


them  that  they  may  do  In  the  Instance  of  his  Requisi- 
tion, whatever  they  may  judge  necessary.  I  have  &c. 
P.  S.  If  Congress  have  agreed  to  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  for  allowing  the  Indians  50/"  for  every 
Prisoner  they  shall  take  at  Niagara  &c.  it  is  material 
I  should  be  informed  of  it — this  will  be  a  favorable 
Opportunity  for  them  to  embrace  to  gain  Possession 
of  Detroit  and  the  other  Posts  whilst  the  Enemy  are 
engaged  towards  Montreal,  &c.' 


1X1    GENERAL   SCHUVl-ER, 

New  VnitK.  5  juoc,  1776. 

Dear  Sik, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  sev- 
eral  Favors  of  the  21st  24th  26th  &  26th  27  28  & 

'  Read  11  June,  177&.  Geiieml  Lee  Kugge*ic<J  Unit  c\eri'  effwrl  be  made  logct 
poMMMJon  of  Detroit  anJ  Niagara,  but  Cungrcssdcoilcd  to  attempt  only  Detroit, 
"  In  Pkovincial  CflNURB!»s,  New  York.  June  8,  1776. 

"  Kf.Tch'^d,  lh»t  ibe  Ihaalu  o(  the  Cun^run  be  pre^cnlcil  to  hin  Exccltcncir 
Oeacnl  WKOiinglon,  for  the  importanl  ncnice*  he  h.-u  reiiilcrol  to  the  United 
Culoniev  and  for  tlie  aiienlion  he  has  paid  to  the  inierest  and  tivit  ftuihorityof 
this  colony  ;  an<l  ihst  he  be  n»>ured  of  tlie  readiiie»i  of  iliih  Coii^iess,  lo  afford 
him  all  the  aitt  in  thrir  power  to  enable  him  lo  execute  tlic  imporamt  Enisl  re. 
poMtl  in  him. 

"  Ordirtd,  thai  the  Pfeudciil  wait  upon  Ijcnetml  Wnshiiigton,  uQ<l  coDiDiuiii- 
cat«  the  wd  roiolutiuii  to  liim. 

"  Jtmt  9.  The  l^miideiit  iiiformeil  the  Congrei-v  ihni.  pui-Miaiii  to  the  order 
of  yeatcnlay  he  waited  upon  hi«  ExceUency  Oeneral  Washinston,  and  com* 
auitnted  to  him  the  resolve  therein  mentioned  1  thai  hi*  Exccllicncy  wsk 
pleued  to  rdoni  the  following  answer,  and  requested  the  F'rcsideni  to  com- 
municaie  the  tame  to  c:ongr»> 

"  '  Gentlemen  1  am  extremely  obligrct  for  the  high  -eirac  you  cntcrtnln  of 
my  wnricei,  anil  for  your  [>roiniHe»  of  every  |ii)jii>iblc  XMiitauec  in  the  di»<c}iargc 
of  my  important  duly. 

"  *  Vou  tnay  rat  asiured,  ihnl  my  alienlion  to  the  h&ppineas  of  thii  Colony 
ihall  Bot  be  wanting,  nor  my  r^ard  to  the  civil  authority  remiticfi,  while  1  am 
■  koaored  with  the  command  I  now  hold.*  " — Virg^ima  GittetU.  IJ  July,  1776. 


3 1  St  Ulto.  with  the  several  Papers  enclosed — the 
Whole  of  them  except  the  last,  I  communicated  to 
Congress  when  at  Philadelphia;  that  I  did  not  get 
till  on  my  return,  but  have  since  transmitted  them  a 
copy  of  it  and  of  the  papers  respecting  Sir  J.  J[ohn- 
son]. 

In  Regard  to  a  further  remittance  to  Canada,  the 
Commissioners  have  wrote  Congress  fully  on  the  Sub- 
ject, and  I  presume  they  will  forward  such  a  Supply 
of  Money  immcdiatel)'  as  they  think  necessary. 

As  there  is  but  too  much  probability  that  Sir  j.  J. 
may  attempt  to  ravage  the  frontier  counties  and  to 
excite  the  disaffected  to  lake  arms  against  us.  1  think 
it  will  be  advisable  that  Colonel  Dayton  should  re- 
main as  you  request,  as  long  as  you  apprehend  a 
Necessity  for  it. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  spare  any  more  men  from 
hence,  either  for  the  communication,  or  to  assist  in 
rc{)airi:ii^  Ticonderoga —  The  detachments  already 
gone  t  1  Cnnada  have  weakened  the  force  necessar)- 
for  the  defence  of  this  place,  considering  its  Import- 
ance, more  perhaps  than  policy  will  justify —  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  reinforcements  which  Congress 
have  resolved  to  send  to  Canada  for  keeping  open 
the  communication  between  that  country  and  these 
Colonies  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  inclosed  in  my 
letter  of  the  7th  would  supersede  the  necessity  of 
men  going  from  this  camp  provided  they  could  be 
spared.  I  should  suppose  that  Vanschaick's  and  Wyn- 
koop's  regiments  exclusive  of  any  other  men  would 
nearly  suflfice  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  your 
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several  letters,  or  that  very  few  men  more  m  addition 
to  them  certainly  would, — if  they  were  compleat  and 
properly  employed ;  but  I  am  informed  by  a  letter 
from  General  Sullivan  of  the  i8th  Ulto.,  dated  at 
Albany,  that  those  regiments  were  not  to  be  found 
on  the  strictest  enquiry  he  could  make  ;  that  Colo. 
Vanschaick,  who  was  there,  never  furnished  a  single 
man  for  guard  or  any  other  duty  after  he  got  there, 
and  that  Lieutenant  Colo.  Courtland,  of  Wynkoop's 
Regiment,  when  he  applied  for  pay  for  two  compa- 
nies said  to  be  in  Tryon  County  to  keep  the  Tories 
in  order,  informed  him  they  had  neither  arms  nor 
ammunition  ;  that  in  some  Companies  there  was  not 
a  man  present  fit  for  duty,  and  that  in  others  there 
were  not  more  than  eleven  and  in  some  less.  He 
also  complains  of  the  great  waste  of  pork  by  the 
Waggoners  drawing  out  the  brine  to  lighten  the  car- 
riage— and  in  his  letter  two  days  before  charges  the 
batteau  men  and  the  Waggon  Master  with  indolence, 
.and  a  strange  neglect  of  duty —  I  well  know,  my 
'dear  Sir.  that  the  multiplicity  of  matters  you  are  en- 
gaged in  will  necessarily  put  in  the  power  of  these 
who  are  not  influenced  by  principles  of  honesty  and 
justice  to  practise  many  impositions ;  but  I  must  beg 
you  will  turn  your  attention  as  much  as  possible  to 
these  things,  and  reform  such  abuses  as  have  already 
^happened  or  prevent  them  in  future. 

I  am  very  doubtful  whether  the  flour  you  seem  to 
think  may  be  had  in  Canada,  can  be  got.  The  Com- 
missioners' letters  as  late  as  the  28th  Ulto.  seem  to 
preclude  every  such  hope. 
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I  esteem  it  a  matter  of  importance  not  only  to 
fortify  and  secure  Ticonderoga  but  every  other  post 
on  the  communication,  and  chat  you  should  garrison 
them  with  men  under  judicious  and  spirited  officers 
to  be  fixed  there  who  might  be  called  to  account  for 
misconduct,  which  is  difficult  to  do  where  they  are 
shifting  and  changing  continually,  and  who  would 
esteem  it  their  IndispensibU"  duty  to  carrj-  on  and 
maintain  the  Works  against  any  surprizes  or  attacks 
that  may  be  attempted —  I  have  wrote  to  Congress 
to  appoint  Engineers,  if  they  can  fix  upon  proper 
Persons  for  the  office.  If  you  know  of  any,  you  had 
better  employ  them.  I  am  confident  Congress  will 
allow  them  the  usual  Pay. 

When  I  came  from  Philadelphia  I  left  the  Indians 
there  and  doubt  not  but  Congress  will  use  their  En- 
deavors to  prevent  them  returning  for  some  time.  I 
shewed  them  what  you  said  upon  the  Subject. 

I  have  spoken  to  the  Q.  M.  about  proper  Person 
to  Superintend  the  Building  of  gondolas;  but  he 
knows  of  none.  There  is  a  man  who  came  to  direct 
the  building  of  some  here ;  and  if  any  of  the  Car- 
penters shall  be  deemed  qualified  after  seeing  the 
model.  I  will  send  you  one.  I  have  wrote  to  Phila- 
delphia for  a  supply  of  flints  which  shall  be  forwarded 
you  as  soon  as  possible  and  will  give  direction  that 
you  be  furnished  with  a  quantity  of  necessary  med- 
icines— 

With  respect  to  St.  Luc  Lacorne,  Major  Campbell 
and  the  other  prisoners  at  Esopus.  I  think  it  will  be 
prudent  for  you  to  remove  them  or  such  of  them  as 


you  apprehend  dangerous  to  some  other  secure  place  ; 
and  they  should  be  under  a  suitable  and  trusty  giiard. 

Your  continuing  to  build  batteaus  appear  a  neces- 
sary measure. as  a  sufficient  number  should  be  had  to 
transport  our  troops  going  to  Canada  or  coming  from 
thence,  if  they  should  ever  be  under  the  disagreeable 
necessity  of  evacuating  the  possession  they  now  have 
to  the  enemy — an  event  1  sincerely  wish  not  to  hap- 
pen but  which  from  the  melancholy  complexion  of 
things  in  that  quarter.  I  conceive  possible. 

I  have  been  much  surprized  at  not  receiving  a  more 
perfect  and  explicit  account  of  the  defeat  of  Colo. 
Bedel  and  his  party  at  the  Cedars.  I  should  have 
thought  some  of  the  officers  in  command  there  would 
undoubtedly  have  transmitted  it  immediately  ;  but  as 
they  have  not,  it  is  probable  I  should  have  long 
remained  in  doubt  as  to  the  event,  had  not  the  Com- 
missioners called  on  me  to-day.  nor  should  I  consider 
my  not  having  a  return  of  the  army  stores  &c  in 
Canada,  a  matter  of  less  wonder,  had  I  not  been 
accustomed  to  the  neglect  If  it  is  not  become  too 
inveterate,  I  wish  it  could  be  got  the  better  of — It  is 
certainly  of  much  importance  and  necessary  to  be 
known  frequently. 

Since  mine  of  the  21st  &  yours  of  the  31st  Ulto. 
Captns  Swann  and  Dundee  with  three  privates  have 
been  here,  having  a  permit  to  go  to  Philadelphia. 
They  came  down  the  North  River  from  Albany  (I 
believe)  to  this  place  where  I  make  no  doubt  they  rec- 
onnoitre all  our  works,  and  in  their  passage  there  at 
the  Highlands.     This  Indulgence  I  conceive  of  such 
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Infinite  prejudice  to  our  cause  for  the  reasons  1  have 
assigned  and  many  more  that  may  be  added,  that 
I  hope  it  will  be  never  granted  again. 

I  wish  you  to  notify  the  Several  Committees  in  the 
neighborliood  of  Albany,  having  the  care  of  prison- 
ers, of  the  injurious  consequences  which  must  neces- 
sary result  from  such  a  license,  to  prevent  their 
allowing  it  to  any  on  future  applications. 

As  Congress  have  resolved  on  a  large  augmenta- 
tion to  the  army  in  Canada,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
copy  of  their  vote  transmitted  in  my  last,  it  seems 
material  that  you  should  advise  with  the  Commissary 
in  that  department  and  Mr.  Trumbull  there  and 
concert  a  plan  for  their  subsistence.  If  they  cannot 
be  supplied  plentifully  with  provisions,  their  going 
will  be  of  more  injury  than  benefit,  and  encrease  the 
distress  of  the  whole. 

In  your  favor  of  the  28th,  you  are  desirous  that  a 
Court  of  Inquiry-  should  be  ordered  respecting  the 
charges  contained  in  the  Informations  I  enclosed  you 
in  mine  of  the  21st.  If  you  conceive  it  necessary,  I 
will  do  it  with  pleasure,  if  you  will  point  out  the  mode 
to  be  pursued  to  me,  the  matters  objected  to  you, 
appear  so  uncertain,  vague  and  incredible,  that  there 
is  nothing  to  found  the  proceedings  on,  were  there 
the  most  distant  necessity  for  the  scnitiny — By  reason 
of  a  paragraph  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  I  mentioned 
the  matter  to  Congress,  to  whom  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  this  day.  and  when  at  Philadelphia  communi- 
cated it  to  some  of  them,  on  their  reading  your  first 
letter  in  which  mention  was  made  of  the  subject.     In 


.doing  this  and   giving  you  the    Information    I  had 
^received,  I  consider  myself  as  having  only  discharged 

the  duties  of  justice  and  of  friendship. 

I    am  sorry  for  the  attack    yovi  have  had  of  the 

Ague,  and  wishing  you  a  perfect  Recover^',  I  am  &c. 


TVJ   THK    PRESIDENT   OF   CONORKSS.' 

New  Voitic.  lo  lune.  1776. 

Sir. 

Since  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you 
yesterday.  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  (and 
for  a  few  minutes  conversing  with).  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr. 
Carroll,  from  Canada.  Their  account  of  our  troops 
and  the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  department,  cannot 
possibly  surprise  you  more  than  it  has  done  me.  But 
I  need  not  touch  upon  the  subject,  which  you  will  be 
so  well  informed  of  from  the  fountain-head;  nor 
should  I  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  a  letter  by 
this  day's  post,  but  for  the  distraction,  which  seems 
to  prevail  in  the  commissary's  department,  (as  well  as 
others  in  that  quarter)  ;  the  necessity  of  having  it 
under  one  general  direction  ;  and  the  dissatisfaction 
of  Colonel  Trumbull,  at  the  allowance  made  him  by 
Congress  (as  an  equivalent  for  his  trouble).  With 
respect  to  this  particular  matter,  I  can  only  say,  that 
I  think  he  is  a  man  well  cut  out  for  the  business,  and 
that,  where,  a  shilling  is  saved  in  the  pay,  a  pound 
may  be  lost  by  mismanagement  in  the  office  ;  and  that 
his  resignation  at  this  time^  (1  mean  this  campaign.) 

'  Read  in  Congress  June  tiih. 


may  possibly  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences.  1 
therefore  humbly  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety 
of  handsomely  rewarding  those  gentlemen,  who  hold 
such  vcr\'  important,  troublesome,  and  hazardous 
offices,  as  commissary  and  quartermaster.' 

In  speaking  to  the  former  about  the  supplies 
necessary  for  the  troops  to  be  raised,  he  informed 
me,  that  the  quantity  of  salt  provisions,  which  was 
shipping  from  hence,  might  render  his  attempts  to  do 
it  precarious ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  desired  him 
to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Convention  of  this 
colony,  which  he  will  do  this  day,  but  in  the  mean 
while  desired  Congress  might  be  informed  of  the 
matter,  which  I  cannot  better  do  than  in  his  own 
words  enclosed,  and  submit  the  consideration  of  it  to 
the  wisdom  of  that  honorable  body.  To  Congress  I 
also  submit  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  two  Con- 
tinental battalions,  under  the  command  of  Colonels 
Shae  and  McGaw,  at  Philadelphia,  when  there  is  the 
greatest  probability  of  a  speedy  attack  upon  this 
place  from  the  King's  troops.  The  encouragements 
given  by  Governor  Tryon  to  the  disaffected,  which 
are  circulated,  no  one  can  well  tell  how  ;  the  move- 
ments of  these  kind  of  people,  which  are  more  easy  to 
perceive  than  describe ;  the  confident  report,  which  is 
said  to  have  come  immediately  from  Governor  Tryon, 
and  brought  by  a  frigate  from  Halifax,  that  the  troops 
at  that  place  were  embarking  for  this ;  added  to  a  thou- 
sand incidental  circumstances,  trivial  in  themselves,  but 


'  Trumbull  wiihetl  (or  •  commission  on  1)i»  purctuse*  :  Init  Congren  rmtneit 

his  pay  tu  ijo  iloHar*  »  niunih.     Jvurnah.  r;  Juiir.  1776. 


I77«] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


131 


Strong  from  comparison  ;  leaves  not  a  doubt  upon  my 
mind,  that  troops  are  hourly  expected  at  the  Hook.' 

t  had  no  doubt  when  I  left  this  city  for  Phila- 
delphia, but  that  some  measures  would  have  been 
taken  to  secure  the  suspected  and  dan«;erous  persons 
of  this  government  before  now.  and  left  orders  for 
the  military  to  give  every  aid  to  the  civil  power.  But 
the  subject  is  delicate,  and  nothing  is  done  in  it.  We 
may  therefore  have  internal  as  well  as  external  ene- 
mies to  contend  with.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.' 


'  General  Howe  wrote  (roin  Kalifnx  10  Lord  George  Ocnnamc.  on  the  7th of 

June,  infonntne  him,  lh«l  the  adminil  hn<i  given  orders  to  ihe  crui:(en  ofT  the 

IBOrtheni  CO«si  (a  direct  all  ihc  troops  Irom  Huropc  \o  proceed  to  Nov  York. 

[from  whence  th«y  might  be  orilcrcd  to  ttieii  rcapectite  dciiLinalinnH  (or  the  cam. 

paign  :  and  he  adHcri,  that  he  •bould  hiin»«lf  preccilc  the  fleet  in  a  (rignlc  «> 

N«w  Vork.  where  he  might  conwdi  Governor  Tryon,  gain  inlormjiiion,  awd  be 

(iicpared  to  concert  men*iirc«  For  (urihn'  o|>enition>.     The  plan  wu  to  nuUce  ft 

'  tft&iling  upon  [.ong  Ulvnd.  in  nrrler  ti>  Hecure  the  pusage  of  ihe  iihipping  intn 

J1I1C  barlior,  which  cmilit  only  he  eflccleri  by  the  poMcssion  ol  a  e<>minnnding 

ngfal  Qcar  Broolilvn,  which  Howe  had  been  given  10  <lRdc^^t.1nd,  had  been 

ified.     On  Ihc  arrival  of  Clinlon  the  "  rcbeU  "  were  to  he  Forced  Imm  llie 

tlanil  of  New  VnrL.      In  ca«r  of  inch  an  event,  ii  rni;;hi   lie  atiiicipaicd,  ihsl 

wwald  be  Kome  dil^culiy  between  f^eoeral  Carleiun  and  Oener^l  l-lowe, 

I  to  Ac  cotnmuid,  dncc  the  fomicr  was  older  in  rtLnk  \  but  CjeniiTal  Howe  u- 

'nrcd  the  minister,  that  no  such  diHicully  would  .iHae.  thai  he  should  yield  the 

jweecdene;  lo  (jcneral  Carlcton  when  their  fnicc«  were  uniled.  >'»ggctling  that 

the  ■rmic*  might  lie  enrainped  teparately,  each  t;eiiL-inl   retaiuing  comniand 

met  hU  nwn  diviiJon  in  whatever  relnled  to  itn  inlcrn.il  managemenE,  Mibjcct  lo 

a  nngtc  he*"!  in  what  pertained  lo  ibc  whole,  ■«  in  ihe  casr  of  allied  armir«. — 

MS.  Litfer.     Tryon  wa*  circulatiiij^'  u  printed  fly  sheet.  ofTeriiiR  a  ho«ni»  of 

lend  to  all  who  should  enlist  in  lii»  Maic&ty'iscrviLC. 

*  "  Ob  MontUy  afienioon  [May  87],  Gen,  Washington,  the  Membcn  of  Cim- 
greas.  Gen.  Gate*  and  Mifllin,  reviewed  the  fnur  battalions,  the  rifle  battalion, 
the  itgbt  hone,  and  three  artillery  camjianies  of  tile  city  militia,  amounting  lo 
near  1500  men.  when  they  went  Oirtnigh  tlieir  man<rnver>  lo  genctal  aalirftc- 
^ttOB.  Al  tba  aame  (itne  two  bnltalion^  of  the  Conllnenlal  troopt  were  reviewed 
the  Geoeral.  The  Indians,  who  are  Lome  lo  town  on  busineas  with  the 
CoDgrexi.  allended  the  General  in  reviewing  the  militia,  ttc." — Bttttn  Uautte, 
10  June,  177(1. 


FORGED  l-ETTER.' 


TO    I-UND    WASHINGTON. 


New  VfiRK.  IX  June,  1776. 

DSAE  LUNII, 

Though  t  trrole  la  yav  but  s  very  few  d>y»  i^,  ant)  have  nothing;  new  ul 
much  motncnl  10  communicate.  [  caonol  ileny  myself  the  i:oinrort  of  unburtben- 
■■V  my  miod  to  you,  whenever  I  h«T«  a  Utile  leisure,  unld  the  ihouiand  anxie* 
tics  and  dinquicludes  thai  almoait  duliact  inc.  t  kmiw  the  guixlness  of  yonir 
heart,  and  llial  yau  will  altenil  lo  mc  with  indulgence  and  tympathy,  ifaough  it 
be  not  in  your  power  any  olherwue  to  afford  mc  relief.  There  cannot,  in  the 
nature  of  lhing\  be  a  Mluation  so  Iruly  irlcsome  to  an  ingenuous  mind,  as  the 
being  perpetually  obliged  to  act  a  [lart  foreign  to  our  irae  fceltn£{s ;  yet  this, 
tlu  I  u  you  know,  in,  and  miiM  be,  my  lot.  I  wear  a  countenance  tlreuted  in 
the  cabu  serenity  of  perfect  confidence,  whlbt  my  hekrt  i*  corroded  with  infinite 


'  After  much  besitatioD  I  have  concluded  lo  print  in  tills  collection  the  so- 
called  "forged"  letters  of  WaHhiugto^n.  finl  iiisned  in  I777-*7S.  I  have  been 
not  a  little  Kurprisol  lo  have  hnri  my  attention  many  times  ^crioll«Iy  called  10 
iheic  forgeries,  aiwl  to  find  huw  often  they  are  nefcrred  lo  a>  genuine  matter,  in 
spile  of  the  recorded  drnlalt  nf  Wa>hingtnn,  and  nf  hu  intimalvs  who  were 
oo^iianl  of  his  having;  repudiated  them.  In  a  letter  to  TtmWhy  Pickering,  3 
March,  I7q7,  Wuhingmn  in  detail  points  out  the  forged  letters,  and  in  a.iiuthet 
to  the  historian  Williiun  Gordon,  13  Ociobrr,  1797,  he  reveru  to  Ihcm  and  his 
disavowal  of  their  authorship.  The  purpow  n(  the  letten  is  apparent  on  their 
face,  and  it  is  said  they  were  "industriously  distributed  "  by  the  British  when 
they  first  appeared ;  hot  they  produced  little  cflect.  In  llie  Du  Siriiilicre  col- 
lection in  Philadelphia  ii.  a  iiingle  folio  leaf,  on  which  it  printed  "  an  inter- 
cepted original  letter  from  Gcncrnl  Washington  to  his  Lady  in  the  year  1776." 
This  leaf  was  i»iied  in  1777, but  the  matter  had  hecn  <!erived  fn)m  an  English 
source  ;  (or  in  the  name  year  a  London  printer  (J.  Bcw)  had  printed  "  Letters 
from  General  Washington,  to  several  of  his  Friends  in  the  year  1776.  In 
which  are  »e[  fdrth  a  fairer  and  fuller  view  of  American  Politico,  than  ever  yei 
transpired,  or  the  Public  could  Ik  made  acquainted  with  through  any  other 
Channel."  The  edltorof  that  volume  claimed  to  hare  received  the  leltert  fmm 
a  friend  "serving  in  a  loyal  corps  under  Brigadier- Gen  era]  De  Lancey  of  New 
York."  This  friend  gave  the  following  eKplaiiation  of  the  niiinner  in  Hhich  be 
had  become  |»K)«s>e<I  of  ihcnt :  "  Among  the  prisonen^  at  Kort  Lcc,  I  espied  a 
mulatto  fellow,  whom  I  ihuuglit  1  reculleclcd,  and  who  confirmed  my  conjec- 
tures by  gAning  very  camcsiiy  at  mc,  I  a»kc<i  him,  if  he  knew  me.  At  first, 
he  was  onwilling  to  own  it  ;  but,  when  he  wii!>  about  lo  be  carried  off,  think- 
ing, I  suppose,  that  I  might  perhaps,  be  of  some  service  lo  him,  he  cBine  and 
told  me.  that  he  wis  Billy,  and  the  old  servant  of  General  Washington.     He 
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•ppKhcnnoos,  and  I  hare  bo  bosoBi  f  rienil  nou  me,  to  whoni  I  dare  lay  il  open. 
TcB  me.  Lund,  for  you  hav«  long  been  privy  to  my  inost  aecnt  thought!.^ 
tnisiing  to  Ihy  nativr  candor.  I  have  never  he^ialed  lo  tny  my  heart  liare  and 
opcii  ti>  Iby  inkpcclioii  ;  tell  otc  then,  am  \,  do  you  ihuik,  mure  xubjecl  to  fean 
than  other  men  ?  For  I  will  not  conceal  it  from  you,  that,  at  lbi»  momeni,  I 
feci  Biyacif  a  verycowaril.  Uo  not  mitlakc  mc  :  1  tliaiilc  my  God,  I  have  never 
yd  known  what  il  was  to  fear  for  any  personal  danger  that  might  bcfal  me.  I 
am  not  afmid  to  die,  why  should  I }  I  am  afraid  only  to  die  with  infamy  and 
di^i«cc.  And.  if  1  am  arraid  »o  lo  di«,  need  1  tell  you  that  I  am  (en  thuuiand 
limes  more  afraid  to  live,  like  l.udfcr,  a  fallen  angel.  No,  I.und,  that  irvie 
loo  mtKh  ;  betide  what  will.  I  cannot,  and  I  vrill  not  sumre  cither  my  miafor- 
tunc*,  or  my  ditgraccs.  Heaven,  that  knows  ho>r  truly  I  love  my  country  ;  and 
thai  I  embarked  in  thi»  arduous  enlerpri/e  on  the  [>iirest  motives.  But  wc  have 
ovcnhot  our  mark  ;  we  have  gra»pcd  at  things  beyond  our  reach  ;  it  is  impoa- 
nUc  wc  sho<nU  succeed  ;  and  I  cannot  with  truth,  aay  that  I  am  aorrr  lor  it ; 

1  been  left  there  on  account  of  an  Indkpaillion  vrbich  prevenictl  hu  attend- 
\o&  maslet.  t  a>Jicil  liim  a  great  many  quntions,  as  you  m«y  snppofie ; 
Inn  fonnd  very  little  satisfaction  in  his  answers.  At  InM,  however,  he  told  me 
llitl  he  had  a  ^tmall  portmanteau  of  his  m:>ster\ :  ol  which,  ivhen  he  found  that 
he  most  be  put  into  confincniciit,  he  intii*:ilcd  my  irare.  Il  contained  only  a 
few  Mok'ldngs  >nd  shirts  ;  and  1  ni^ild  sec-  nothing  worlb  iny  care,  except  an 
almanack.  In  whkli  he  hatl  kept  a  journal,  or  diiiry  uf  hts  proceedin|{^  --inee  lii» 
Snt  coining  to  New  Vurk  there  were  ako  two  letters  (ram  his  lady,  one  from 
Mr.  Cwtis.  and  sonic  pretty  loti^  ones  fruni  a  Mr.  Lond  Washinglon.  And  in 
iAine  bundle  with  iheni,  the  fint  draught!),  or  fi>ut  copies,  of  an*wen  lo 
I  lead  ihete  with  avidity  .  and  lieing  highly  enlertaincil  with  them,  have 
ihewn  thrin  lu  sercrul  ol  my  friends,  who  all  agree  with  mc,  that  he  \s  a  »ery 
ttitTercnt  character  from  w)ial  ihcy  had  sup[ioteil  liim.  I  ncrcr  knew  a  man  so 
Ipniidi  (O  be  pitied.  If  I  rememlwr  right,  you  have  seen,  and  have  some  knowl> 
I  edc*  of  him  ;  but  il  i*  imjiusHible  yuu  could  form  \o  jutt  au  eilimate  bk  ihesc 
laiten  will  give  you.  They  contain  ahn.  ns  you  will  lind,  a  denl  of  infonnn- 
limi,  not  10  be  had  anywhere  else  :  I  aa^nre  myself,  therefore,  yon  will  thank 
oie  for  ibc  trouble  I  hare  taken  in  copying  them  for  your  peruul. " 

The  publicaliou  tfas  not  received  very  enlhwcia^tji.'ally  in  England.  The 
Vftkir  //ffiritf  merely  »a.id  :  ' '  Wc  can  not  look  upon  these  letters  «»  genuine  ; 
we  mitm  pronounce  them  well  wrillen  ;  they  would  do  great  hnnxtr  lo  Gen- 
ii WatJiinglon.  conid  hi«  claim  to  them  be  indisputably  established."  The 
CritintJ  ffct-int'  expre«ed  the  same  doobi  of  their  reliability,  "  It  is  difficult 
to  determine  their  authenticity  froni  any  intrinsic  evidence.  They  lontain  no 
facts  of  a  private  nature,  and  tbcy  diiacurer  nut  imty  icntimeni,  but  a  correct- 
nra  of  coinpo«ition."  The  letlcn  were  reprinted  in  Amcrici  in  1778,  but  the 
volume  has  no  publisher,  or  place  of  publication  ,  but  Mr.  HUdebum  In  hit 
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because  I  Rn  f«r  fnnn  being  sure  that  wedcsene  lo  sucve«d.  Thai  the  Briliih 
Ministrf  had  ncditaiecl  whcinai  fnul  Ui  the  liberties  of  Araenca ;  ukI  that,  if 
we  had  not  uppucd  their  firei  eiTortt  to  impiHe  laxei  upon  uk.  wJlhvui  our  con- 
aeitt,  we  mishi  have  t>i<l  adieu  tu  evcTy  idea  of  eonitiluti'Onal  wcurit}'  hereafter, 
I  have  not  a  doabl.  Nay,  I  am  h>  ihuruughly  penwaded  of  the  unworthincsti 
of  their  desij^i,  ami  of  the  duly  of  every  houot  American  (o  oppo»  them,  that, 
(li%atii^ric<t  a<i  I  am  with  my  siiuaiion,  were  it  10  du  uver  a);ain,  I  would  raihcr 
be  even  as  I  an),  than  tamely  croudi.  whilst  cliaini  were  fiatening  rmiud  ny 
neck.  Kor  then  '•»  tiot.  in  uty  etiiuiatiun.  «o  vile  n  thiug  upon  earth  as  a  hu- 
man bein^;  whu,  Imviii^  once  euioyed  liberty,  L-au  patiently  bear  to  «ee  it  taken 
from  him.  I  would,  and  1  will  die  ten  ihouianij  deaths,  rather  than  be  thtk 
thing  myself.  On  <h^>4e  principles,  and  ihese  only.  1  tint  took  up  amut ;  but 
my  mikfoTtuiie,  and  the  true  source  of  all  my  uneasiness  i^.  that  tliough  in  good 
policy,  as  well  as  honor,  thew  ought  to  be  the  principle*  of  ever;  American.  1 
have  long  ago  iliscovcrcd  they  are  noi.  And  on  lhi&  account  alone.  Ihnl  I  riread 
our  defeat.     Our  want  of  >kiU.  our  want  of  ammunition,  ni  short,  our  want  ol 


fimtt^ftkePrers  ^w /'mivyfttfMlif  attributes  It  lo  Philadelphia.  In  1796  these 
and  other  Icttew  were  printed  in  New  Vork  by  mme  who  were  politically  op- 
posed to  Waiihinj^oii,  dnd  il  wu  the  ujf|>earance  uf  ihin  volume  ihat  cnllnl  out 
hifi  letter  lo  Pickering.  The  litlc  of  the  volume  i&  ' '  Epbtles,  domestic,  oonh- 
deniial  and  ol^cial  from  General  Washinfiton."  Xol  a  woni  of  doubt  of  their 
authenticity  is  contained  in  the  preface. 

As  to  the  aulhoi  of  thcM  Torged  letters,  wc  have  the  important  cvideoix,  giving 
Wa«hingloti'»»u»jiicion»,  containc-d  in  »  letter  fium  Col.  Tench  Tilghmnn,  then 
in  the  military  family  of  Washington,  and  well  known  to  possess  his  eonlidencc: 
"  The  tetters  published  under  Gi-'neral  Ws&hirigton'i.  »ignaiure  are  not  gena- 
ine.  They  are  intended  for  (he  piir|>o«cs  you  mention.  He  suspcctH  Jack 
Randolph  for  the  author,  as  the  leitets  contain  a  knowledge  of  hit  family  afTain 
that  none  hut  a  Virginian  conki  be  acquaintMl  with  TheieiiTimcnIsarr  noble, 
and  >uch  ai^  the  (!ciirr*l  him>>elf  ollcn  cxpresKS.  I  have  licari]  kim  declare  a 
thauMnd  times,  and  he  Aoc\  il  ever;-  day  in  the  waoxl  public  company,  that  in- 
dependence wm  Tartheil  i>i  :iiiy  thing  from  his  ihoiighu,  and  that  he  never 
eniertnined  the  idea  iiniil  he  plainly  hiu  that  absolute  tunque^t  wai,  the  aim, 
and  unconditional  «ubmissioD  the  term*  which  Great  Britain  meant  10  grant." 
TfHefi  Turkman  If  Jama  TUghman,  I'alUy  Forge.  34  .\priJ.  177G.  And  aa 
further  proof  may  be  cited  a  M.'>.  note  on  the  I'hiladclphia  leaflet,  in  the  hand* 
writing  of  Pu  Simitiere  ,  "Spvirions  wrote  in  London  by  a  Mi.  Randolph  of 
Virginia.  *■  ThJ»  "'jack  Randolph"  wa>  no  lew  a  person  than  John  Randolph, 
the  last  royal  altomey  general  of  Virginia,  and  long  the  ablest  lawyer  in  the 
colony.     He  went  to  England  in  1775. 
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eoeijlhing  which  *a  innjr  ought  to  have,  ore  all.  do  doubt,  escecdingty  ■guniil 
m  ;  bnt.  ihcy  are  all  DO(h)ii|[  to  our  want  of  viitnc. — 

Unuted  to  the  many  arts  aitil  dcfirc*.  by  which  dnignitiK  men  carry  iheir 
)>(rinl*,  I  nnwi]lii^[l}  lintcucd  tu  my  own  npprchcUMOni,  when  earty  in  the  fim 
CongreM,  I  ibou^  I  mw  a  teuilciicy  to  incaftttm  which  I  neirer  could  approve 
of.  I  reaaoncd  myielf,  liowevcr.  out  of  my  fears,  with  i>o  ordinary  repixwch  <iii 
m)  cnm  mcaonoi.  in  having  given  way  to  lunpicions.  whidi  could  not  be  true, 
untns  we  had  men  amonj[Bl  ounelvca  more  llagitioiu  than  cvcq  llioae  we  wen 
<^ipORng.  At  length,  however,  when  a  continental  anny  came  to  be  voted  tur. 
my  fean  letamctl  with  redoubled  force ;  for  then,  for  llie  firal  time,  [  clearly 
*a«  our  aim>  reached  farthci  than  wc  cared  lo  avow.  It  wa>  carried  with  an 
unaninily  that  really  astonished  me  :  because  1  knew  many  who  voted  for 
it,  were  a^  nvene  to  the  independency  of  America,  nfc  I  was.  And  they  even 
ridiculed  me  for  my  apprahmriona  on  that  account ;  and  indeed,  when  they 
M]g([e»ted  that  Great  Britain,  wcini;  u<<  apparent)*  deietrntned  to  riw^ne  every 
thing  rather  than  thai  they  should  tax  us,  would  never  think  of  engaging  in  a 
civil  war  with  nt,  which  tnud  necuaarily  co«t  her  man  than  even  Amerii.^ 
t-ould  rapty  her,  t  could  not  bul  hope,  that  I  wax  mii-takcn  ;  and  that  our  mili- 
lirr  preparations  might  be  a  grxtd  political  movement.  In  one  thing,  h<nwever, 
we  all  agreed,  that,  as  ihc  force*  were  chiefly  to  he  raifcd  in  New. England,  it 
Kimld  be  extremely  ra»h  and  ini|>rudcnt  in  the  snnthem  dclegalev  lo  leave  them 
in  (lie  poswssion  of  so  (tirmidnblc  a  power  without  any  check  I  need  not  lell 
JOB,  that  it  was  thia  cmnsideralian  which,  if  I  am  to  be  credited,  sorely  agaiaiii 
my  will,  determined  me  to  accept  of  the  command  of  this  army.  We  set  out 
with  bed  omens  ;  I  wai;  mistrustful  of  them  in  every  thing  ;  and  ihey  were 
uughi  to  look  upon  me  with  jenlirasy. 

This  soon  manifested  ilM^If  in  forming  them  lo  any  thing  like  decent  disci> 
pline,  Itui  I  have,  long  ago,  |>estcrcd  you  more  than  cnongh  with  complaints 
on  this  head.  I  knew  not,  however,  eertainly,  that  I  had  been  appointed  la 
this  high  station  only  to  be  disgraced  and  ruined,  till  about  the  middle  and  latter 
end  ttf  last  February. 

When,  contrary  to  my  withea,  I  found  il  ntntolulely  necesMry  that  we  should 
etner  lo  open  hostilities  against  our  fellow  subjects  in  the  ministenal  army  ; 
doubtless,  common  i^rudcnL-e  reiguiied  tliuL  when  wc  did  ailempi  it,  wc  should, 
if  pewible,  do  k  speedily  and  elfeciually.  And  having  all  the  reason  in  the 
world  lo  believe  that  large  armies  would  be  sent  against  ui- early  in  the  summer. 
I  fctolved,  coat  what  it  would,  m  cul  off  those  already  here,  which  would  have 


gtv«i  lu  mch  iofiDJlc  nflvantagts  over  any  future  ninforccngents  that  night  be 
AcnL  And  this  I  b«Ucra  wu  aaaily  in  onr  power:  but  aii  I  have  already  toU 
you,  nothing  ii  to  bv  <lan«  with  our  Xew  England  allies,  uDlcsstbey  are  In  into 
all  your  secrets.  1  could  not  advance  a  step  without  communicating  ray  inlea> 
tiom  to  the  gctitlemcD  in  the  ci%'ii  dcpftnnicni  ;  a  thing  ever  ruinous  in  war. 
Il  soon  got  wind,  as  I  had  foreseen  ;  and  it  appeared  that  the  general  of  the 
en«iay  m'os  apprized  o(  my  design.  Still,  however  I  persevered  in  my  parpose»: 
which  in  iplte  of  all  his  care  and  omiion.  I  was  confident  must  >ui:ceed.  and 
reduce  him  to  the  utmost  citremity.  Bui  (as  every  military  nian  must  know) 
^M  capital  a  blow  was  n<it  to  be  struck  without  the  lou  both  of  many  men,  and 
much  property ! 

For  my  deagn  was.  if  ihcy  would  not  snrreudvr  by  an  honorable  capilnla- 
tlon  to  bum  the  town  about  their  ear>,  and  so  ru>h  in,  and  cut  them  ofi  in  their 
nttempik  to  escape  to  the  ship>.  And  this,  with  our  mperioriiy  of  nnmben),  we 
certainly  could  hiivc  effected  ;  thuu)i;h,  no  doubt  il  would  have  been  a  bloody 
buMncu,  if  llicy  had  not  surrendered  ai  1  Ihinit  they  wuuld.  Uul  when,  as  I 
wan  obliged,  1  laid  this  bcfurc  ihc  Council  and  Kc  present  alive*,  they  not  only 
found  a  tbuuMiiid  obicclion^  lu  it,  but  abM>luiely  restrained  ute  :  and  1  could  uot 
have  got  a  man  ihai  would  luvc  gone  on  what  they  calletl  so  desperaic  a 
scheme.  Hence  wa«  I  under  a  necesuly  of  preceding  in  the  |>oor,  slow,  anil 
un-«aldicr-likc  manner,  which  nut  oidy  gave  them  an  opporlunily  to  escape,  but 
has  taught  Ihcm  to  despise  us.  There  is  no  fonning  an  idcu  of  the  importance 
of  !>nch  a  struLc  at  that  juncture.  If  any  thing  upon  earth  could  have  made 
America  independent  and  glorious,  thai  was  the  golden  opportunity.  1  coafes-s 
to  you,  1  ha«l  worked  iny  imngination  up  to  «uch  a  pilch  of  high  expectation, 
that  my  di->ap)ti>intmrnl  hns  dispirited  inc  in  «  manner  I  never  can  recover. 
For,  from  that  moment,  1  have  destiaircd  of  our  ever  d>.Mng  any  thing  truly 
great.  Any  btlle  glcAUKi  of  success,  or  fairer  prospects  we  have  since  had, 
serve  but  to  make  our  inferiority  the  mra-e  conspicuous.  F'or  what  incidents  can 
fall  out  to  aggrandixc  it»,  who  cnn  be  m^tdr  grcal  only  by  grc«t  and  spirited 
efforts,  when  wc  have  Mhewn  that  we  wanted  boih  the  undcratanding  and  the 
virtue  to  piirchnJK  to  our>clve.i  immonni  glory  on  better  iind  cheaper  lems  than 
evd  we  can  hope  hereafter  to  have  it  ?  Hut  the  wor>>l  n^mains  yet  to  be  told. 
Some  of  those  very  men  who  were  the  mo*t  [nrward  to  thwart  me  In  ihis 
measure,  had  discovered  a  dificrctit  way  of  Ihinkio^  *>n  other  uccauona,  and  I 
am  perniMlcd  that  were  the  c[ue»Uon  put  to  them  now,  a*  (n  lhi>  dty,  and  the 
southern  regiment*,  I  should  not  hear  a  dincniious  voice.    Hut,  let  me  spare  you. 


After  tU  this,  jroa  will  again,  1  doubl  not.  u  you  oClCQ  hftvc,  uk  mc  why  I 
cootiBae  in  »  stustion  so  <li«igrceflbl«  to  m«  ?  I  wish  yon  hul  forhonif  thi« 
{[uesUoD,  Ihv  truth  b^ing.  thai  1  neiihcr  am  able,  nor  very  \rilliri|>  to  answer  it. 
My  mululion  to  hold  it  out  as  loDg  o,s  I  izan,  is  dictatHl  by  my  Icclings,  which 
I  ncilhcr  can  dctcribc  to  you,  aot  wholly  jmtifjr  on  p«pcr,  but  which,  hoivevci, 
I  find  it  impoi&ible  for  mc  to  diircgord.— The  eye^  of  nil  America,  perhaps,  of 
Eufope,  of  the  world  are  fixeil  on  mc.  It  ha<>  been  our  policy,  (and,  at  the  time. 
I  thought  it  w«il  founded)  to  hold  out  falcc  l^htK  to  the  world.  There  arv  not 
■  hnadrcd  men  in  Amencs  Ihal  know  our  situation  :  threr-fnurths  of  the 
Congrc»  itself  are  ignorant  of  it  ; — ymmeH  excepted,  there  tivr^  not  a  man  at 
all  acquainted  with  my  peculiar  eircumManc-es.  The  world  look*  upon  us  oa  in 
poaxsaion  of  an  army  all  aninuled  wilti  the  pure  dame  oF  liberty  and  de- 
tcnnimd  to  die  rather  than  not  he  Irer,  tl  is  in  powscMion  of  proofs,  that  it  i« 
to,  nndcr  mj  awn  hand  '  I  have  always  to  upolcen  of  it,  and  I  still  do.  But, 
yon  know  bow  rcmole,  in  my  judgment,  stll  IhiK  in  from  the  truth,  though  I  am 
not  rare  thai  there  is  another  man  in  chc  army,  hckidn  myKcU,  thni  lhink%  so. 
I  ahoutd  gucm,  however,  that  there  are  many.  Uut,  Lied  d|>  u  my  own  mouth 
m,  il  is  little  In  he  K-ondcrcd  al  that  theirs  are  m>  Clki,  at  Ica^l  tn  me. 

Thus,  d re u instanced,  can  you  iioiui  out  n  wfty  in  which  il  is  possible  for  mc 
to  resign,  jusl  now  as  it  were,  on  the  ere  of  action,  wichcrat  imputation  of  cow. 
aniict  ?  There  is  no  such  way.  Ilesidcs,  diRiilent  and  detponding  as  1  am,  how 
do  I  know,  that  it  is  not  so  with  those  we  have  to  oppooe?  they  certainty  have 
reoaoB.  The  events  of  war  depend  on  a  thousand  minatle  without  the  ken  of 
a  mere  by>standei.  I  know  not  that  the  commander  of  the  armies  of  the  low 
nntntriea,  could  hi*  head  have  been  re:atl  ai  you  do  mine,  had  not  the  same 
(san,  and  the  same  caases  for  them  that  I  have,  Vou  learn  not  thit  from  the 
hislofy  ;  nor  wa»  It  to  t)c  empectcd  yon  ihonld.  V'el,  he  wicceedod  at  last.  And, 
who  knows,  whni  an  over-ruling  providence,  who  often  brings  about  the  greaieti 
revoluiioDs  by  ihc  mocl  unlikely  mean»,  ma.y  intend  fnr  America?  Tl  jl  be  the 
win  of  God,  that  America  ohoald  be  independent  of  threat  tintain,  and  that  this 
be  the  scAMWi  for  it,  even  I  and  the\c  hopeful  men  aruiind  may  not  be  ihoughi 
mtwortfay  inrtrumenta  in  hi<i  handn.  And.  should  we  succeed,  we  are  heroes, 
and  iminortaltied  beyond  even  ihsat  of  former  time*.  Whereas,  dix^roce  only, 
and  intolerable  infamy  await  out  retreat.  In  this  pertuaniDn,  1  resolve  to  goon, 
conteaied,  with  the  glorious  King  William,  to  save  my  country,  or  die  In  (he 
Uvt  ditch.     I  am,  my  dear  Lund,  your  Faithful  Friend  and  Servant. 
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TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

Nkw  VokK.  to  June,  1776. 

Sm. 

Before  this,  I  expect  you  have  received  the  resolve 
of  Congress  for  augmentirifj  our  army  here  and  in 
Canada,  with  their  requisition  for  the  quota  of  men 
to  be  furnished  by  your  colony.'  I  must  beg  leave 
to  add,  that,  from  the  intelligence  1  have  just  re- 
ceived, and  a  variety  of  circumstances  combining  to 
confirm  it,  Genera]  Howe,  with  the  fleet  from  Hali- 
fax, or  some  other  armament,  is  hourly  expected  at 
the  Hook,  with  designs  doubtless  to  make  an  im- 
pression here,  and  possess  themselves  of  this  colony, 
of  the  last  importance  to  us  in  the  present  contro- 
versy. Our  works  are  extensive  and  many,  and  the 
troops  here  but  few  for  their  defence,  being  greatly 
reduced  by  the  regiments  detuched  on  the  Canada 
expedition. 

In  this  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  the  experience 
I  have  had  of  your  zeal  and  readiness  to  assist  the 
common  cause,  induces  me  to  request  the  most  speedy 
and  early  succor,  that  can  be  obtained  from  your 
colony,  and  that  the  militia  may  be  forwarded,  one 
battalion  after  another,  as  fast  as  they  can  possibly  be 
raised,  without  waiting  to  make  up  the  whole  comple- 
ment to  be  furnished  for  this  place,  before  any  of 
them  march.     I  would  advise,  that  they  come  prop* 

'  Congreu  had  reutlved  on  Uie  jct  of  June  in  reinforce  the  annjralNew 

Vork  by  thirleetn  ihousancC  eiglit  hundrrd  inilili.i.  lu  be  dnwn  from  Mnua- 
ahuteits,  Connecticut,  Neu'  York,  and  New  Jersey ;  and  lo  establish  i  flying 
k:ainp  in  the  middle  cvlonicti.  to  conEist  uf  leii  thousand  militia  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  and  Maryland.     These  troops  were  called  new  levieii. 


I 


eriy  provided  with  field  and  other  officers,  and  that 
the  person  appointed  by  the  colony  to  command  the 
whole  be  here  a  day  or  two  before  them,  to  receive 
his  orders,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  take  the  command 
on  their  arrival.  It  will  be  proper,  too,  that  notice 
be  sent  a  day  or  two  before  their  coming,  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  furnishing  and  disposing  of 
them  in  proper  places.  I  have  wrote  a  similar  letter 
to  the  Jersey  Convention,  praying  aid  from  them.  I 
am,  Sir.  &c.' 


TO   THE    MRKSIDKNT   OF   CONGKESS. 

MXAD'QUARTKKS,   NftW  VokK,   I3  JuDC,  I776. 

Sir. 

T  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Congress  a  let- 
ter, which  came  by  express  last  night  from  General 
Schuyler,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from 
Colonel  Kirkland.  I  have  likewise  enclosed  the  copy 
of  one  directed  to  General  Putnam,  or  the  command- 
ing officer  at  New  York.  The  representations  con- 
tained in  thcst:  letters  have  induced  me.  without 
waiting  the  determination  of  Congress,  to  direct 
General  Schuyler  immediately  to  commence  a  treaty 

'  "  Immediately  upon  receipc  of  thi«  wnlcr,  you  arc  lo  rcpnir  to  Long  Istuid. 
■ad  take  upon  you  the  c<>n>mand  of  the  companies  bclongine  lo  your  refpment, 
poMcd  LowAitt  the  em*l  end  ihereof.  for  The  defence  of  the  inh;)l>ilant*,  prti. 
ledioa  of  llie  alocL.  &<..  To  cflcci  thcv:  ends,  you  are  to  u>e  every  meant  tti 
ran  powvr,  a*  il  i*  of  great  impurlance  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  abtaliiinf; 
wppUcs  of  fre*h  provisions  ami  olhpr  necessaries.  Vnii  are  also  10  prevent,  as 
far  M  in  your  power  lies,  c^en'  kind  of  correspondence  anJ  inicrcourse  be- 
tween ihe  inhaWiant*  and  the  enemy,  iciring  upon,  nnd  carrying  before  the 
(.'omnittees  of  Safety  fi.v  Irtnl.  all  iho^  who  >hall  be  detected  in  such  infitniout 
pfaciices,"-^  WajJIiMjfft'ti'i  /$utrtKti«tts  to  MaJ«r  Prter  Schuyler  10  June, 
1776. 


with  the  Six  Nations,  and  to  engage  them  in  our 
interest,  upon  the  best  terms  he  and  his  colleagues  in 
commission  can  procure  ;  and  I  trust  the  urgency  of 
the  occasion  will  justify  my  proceeding  to  the  Con- 
gress. The  necessity  for  decision  and  despatch  in  all 
our  measures,  in  my  opinion,  becomes  everj'  day  more 
and  more  apparent  The  express.  Mr.  Bennet,  was 
overtaken  at  Albany  by  General  Schuyler,  who  had 
received  intelligence  at  Fort  George,  that  a  consider- 
able body  of  Mohawk  Indians  were  coming  down  the 
Mohawk  River  under  the  conduct  of  Sir  John  John- 
son. The  general's  extreme  hurry  would  not  allow 
him  to  write  :  but  it  seems  his  intention  Is  to  collect 
at  Albany  a  sufificient  force  to  oppose  Sir  John.  1 
have  given  him  my  opinion,  that  Colonel  Dayton's 
regiment  should  be  employed  in  that  service,  and  to 
secure  the  post  where  Fort  Stanwix  formerly  stood. 

In  consequence  of  an  information,  that  several 
merchants  were  exporting  salted  pork  and  beef  from 
this  place.  I  requested  the  commissary  to  make  appli- 
cation to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  a  restraint  to  be 
laid  on  the  exportation  of  those  articles,  as  I  appre- 
hended, not  only  that  the  enemy  might  receive  sup- 
plies by  the  capture  of  our  vessels,  but  that  our  people 
might  shortly  experience  a  scarcity.  The  Provincial 
Congress  have  accordingly  made  a  resolution  (a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed)  to  stop  the  exportation  for  four- 
teen days.  They  expect  Congress  will  In  the  mean- 
time frame  some  general  regulations  on  this  head. 
They  are  unwilling,  they  say,  to  subject  their  con- 
stituents to  partial  restraints. 
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I  once  mentioned  to  Congress,  that  1  thought  a 
war-office  extremely  necessary",  and  they  seemed  in- 
clined to  institute  one  for  our  army ;  but  the  affair 
seems  to  have  becn-since  dropped.  Give  me  leave 
again  to  insist  on  the  utility  and  importance  of  such 
an  establishment.  The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
jectf  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  its  necessity,  and 
that  aflfairs  can  never  be  properly  conducted  without 
it 

T'is  with  pleasure  that  I  receive  the  resolve  en- 
closed in  your  favor  of  the  1 1  th  instant.  One  consid- 
erable ground  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  army  is  thereby 
removed.  I  have  employed  persons  in  building  the 
gondolas  and  rafts,  which  the  Congress  thought 
necessarj'  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Provincial  Congress,  I  have  determined 
to  sink  ckevaux  dtyrwr  one  of  which  is  already  begun. 
I  am,  &c 


TO    BKIGADIBR-tiENERAL    SULLIVAN,  IN    CANADA. 

New  Vfinit.  13  June.  I77h. 

Dear  StK. 

Having  received  intelligence  of  the  unfortunate 
death  of  General  Thomas,  occasioned  by  the  smallpox 
he  had  taken,  the  command  of  the  army  in  Canada 
devolves  on  you.  I  am  therefore  to  request  your 
most  strenuous  exertions  to  retrieve  our  circumstances 
in  that  quarter  from  the  melancholy  situation,  they 
are  now  in,  and  for  performing  the  arduous  task  of 
bringing  order  out  of  confusion.  I  confess  there  is 
more  room  for  enterprise  and  activity,  than  I  could 


wish  ;  but  then  you  will  remember,  that  you  and  your 
colleagues  will  be  entitled  to  the  grateful  thanks  of 
your  country,  in  proportion  to  the  services  you 
render. 

Being  extremely  hurried  in  sending  despatches  to 
Congress  and  General  Schuyler.  I  have  not  time  to 
write  to  you  so  fully  as  I  could  wish ;  and  therefore 
shall  only  add  my  request,  that  you  from  time  to  time 
make  me  regular  returns  of  the  strength  of  the  army, 
militarj-  stores,  and  every  material  occurrence,  &  wish- 
ing you  and  your  Brothers,  under  the  direction  of  a 
gracious  Providence,  to  lead  your  army  to  conquest 
and  victor)'.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
ser\'ant. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  14  June,  1776. 


I 


SlK, 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  letter  from 
General  Schuyler,  and  its  several  enclosures,  which  I 
have  received  since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing 
you  yesterday.  From  these  you  will  learn  that  Gen- 
eral Thomas  died  the  2d  instant'  ;  and  the  apprehen- 
sions of  our  frontier  friends  in  this  colony,  that  our 
savage  foes  arc  meditating  an  attack  against  them. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  paragraph  in  the 
Copy  of  General  Schuyler's  Letter  to  General  Put- 
nam or  the  Commanding  Officer  here,  Inclosed  in 
mine  of  the  13th  wliere  he  requests  a  supply  of  cloth 

'  He  died  of  the  BinaUpox,  havini*  tnken  the  dixonter  wlihout  inoculation  u 
Sorcl.  Dnring  his  iUncw.  Ciencral  Thompson  wan  at  the  head  of  ihe  army. 
On  rite  4lh  of  June,  (ienpral  SullJvan  arrived  at  Sotel,  knd   lonb  )hr  iximmancL 
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ing  to  be  sent  for  the  Army  in  Canada.  As  there  is 
but  little  or  no  probability  of  getting  it  here,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  know  whether  there  will  be  any  chance  of 
procuring  it  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  it  should  be  sent 
thro*  the  hands  of  the  Qr.  Master  here,  to  what  ac- 
count it  is  to  be  charged. 

I  was  last  Evening  favored  with  yours  of  the  nth 
Inst,  and  hope  the  Two  Battallions  which  Congress 
have  ordered  from  Philadelphia  to  the  defence  of  this 
place,  will  come  provided  with  Arms;  if  they  do  not, 
they  will  be  of  no  service,  as  there  are  more  Troops 
here  already  than  are  armed. 

From  Genl.  Schuyler's  Letter  he  has  in  view  the  tak- 
ing post  where  Fort  Stanwix  formerly  stood.  I  wrote 
him  I  thought  it  prudent  previous  to  that,  to  secure 
a  post  lower  down  about  the  Falls  below  the  German 
Flatts.  lest  the  Savages  should  possess  themselves  of 
the  Country,  and  prevent  supplies  of  men  and  pro- 
visions that  may  be  necessary  to  send  there  in  future, 
he  says  he  is  in  want  of  Cannon  and  ammunition,  but 
has  expressed  himself  so  ambiguously  that  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  whether  he  meant  what  he  has  said,  as 
an  application  or  not,  this  being  the  only  Intelligence 
on  the  subject  and  the  first  mention  of  his  want.  I 
have  desired  him  to  explain  the  matter  and  in  his 
future  requisitions  for  necessaries  to  be  more  certain 
and  explicit  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  In  the  mean 
time  I  shall  send  him  some  Intrenching  Tools  and 
inquire  whether  there  are  any  Cannon  that  can  be 
spared  from  hence.     I  am,  &c.' 

'  Rc«d  15  June.     Referred  to  Ihe  Commitcee  of  War  and  Ordaance. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    WARD. 

New  York.  i6  June.  1776. 

Sir, 

1  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favors  of  the  27th  Ulto.  &  of  the  3d  &  6th  Instt.  and 
in  answer  to  the  ist  think  you  was  right  In  your 
direction  to  Mr.  Barttoll  about  Brigantine  Hannah  as 
Mr.  Morris  had  wrote  for  one. 

The  two  schooners,  considering  their  force  and 
number  of  men,  certainly  behaved  extremely  well  in 
repelling  the  attack,  made  by  such  a  number  of  boats ; 
and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented  that  the  affair  was 
attended  with  the  death  of  Captain  Mugford.  He 
seemed  to  deserve  a  better  fate.' 

The  determination  of  the  Court  of  Incjuir}'  upon 
Colo.  Varnum's  complaint  transmitted  in  that  of  the 
3d,  is  very  different  from  what  he  expected  or  I  im- 
agined it  would  be  from  his  state  of  the  case. — 
Whether  it  is  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  so  determine,  as  the  Evidence  which  was  before 
them  is  not  Inserted  in  the  proceedings,  which  ought 
to  have  been,  as  I  at  this  distance  can  have  no  other 
means  to  warrant  me.  either  in  confirming  or  reject- 
ing the  Sentence.  I  cannot  but  add  that  it  seems 
extraordinary  to  me  and  exceedingly  strange,  that 
Capn.  Lane  should  have  been  at  so  much  trouble  and 
cxpence  to  get  the  men  without  having  a  right  to 

'  "  The  poor  capt&in  hox  since  l"^l  his  life  in  x  rieiperaic  cngngeraent  with 
thirteen  boAts  (mm  the  men-of-war.  which  alUckeil  and  Aticmpled  to  bo«rd 
him  ;  but  liy  a  moHl  brave  rc^i^tAnce  Uicy  »unk  fuut  of  the  l^tatk  and  fought  >o 
wftiml)'  vrilh  Ihcir  «pea.n  luiil  Mnalt  tava%  as  to  oblige  ihcm  to  quit  him,  ihou^ 
he  had  but  lwmty.acvcn  men,  and  ihey  five  times  hi>  number."— ^Ai^iV 
Aifamr  to  JuAn  Adams.  7^  May.  1776. 
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'em — For  which  reason,  to  discountenance  a  practice 
extremly  pernicious  in  its  nature,  of  one  officer  try- 
ing to  take  away  and  seduce  the  men  of  another,  and 
on  account  of  the  imperfection  in  the  proceedings  in 
not  stating  the  matter  fully  &  the  whole  evidence ; 
the  Complaint  should  be  reheard  and  ever)'  thing 
appertaining  to  it,  the  manner  of  Inlistment  &c.  par- 
ticularly specified  for  me  to  found  my  Judgement  on.' 

The  arms  &c.  which  you  sent  to  Norwich  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Invoice  contained  in  that  of  the  6th 
are  not  Arrived— The  number  of  Carbines  is  only  half 
of  what  Genl.  Putnam  wrote  for,  as  1  have  been  In- 
formed, and  it  is  less  \\y  three  hundred  than  I  directed 
to  he  sent  in  my  Letter  from  Philadelphia,  of  the  28 
Ulto.  This  I  suppose  had  not  come  to  hand  when 
you  wrote,  as  you  have  not  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  it. 

I  have  inclosed  two  Letters  for  Majr.  Small  and 
Chs.  Procter  Esqr.  supposed  to  be  at  Halifax,  which 
being  wrote  with  a  design  to  procure  the  enlargement 
of  Capt.  J'rocter  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Mercury 
Man  of  War,  or  Induce  them  to  intercede  for  a  more 


'  Co  May  Ijlh  Washington  hail  called  Cen«nl  Ward'*  attention  to  ■  i:uinplainl 
raade  bj  Colonel  Vamum  in  which  it  w>c  charged  that  Ward  had  refused  to 
order  fifteen  or  sixtecD  men  enllMed  for  Vamum's  regiment  to  join  that  regi- 
meal,  and  had  allowed  ihem  to  be  rc-cRli«(cct  in  CnloRcl  Phinny'n  regiment. 
pvilig  as  a  reason  Ihal  Varmim'a  had  goni:  lo  New  Vock.  "  H  the  facts  arc  a.% 
Kt  forth  therein,"  W*»liiri[jlon  wrote,  "he  must  lie  reilcemed  ;  for  li  »mli 
pnciicn  lu  he  compUinK  of  are  given  the  Icn&l  countenance  to,  it  nil)  li.-ivc  the 
WWII  of  consequences  by  encuiira|j;in);  ^oldien  lo  shift  from  one  reifinieni  [o 
uother.  and  throw  ilic  whole  army  into  confurion."  The  petition  of  Varnum 
ha*  been  lost,  bnt  it  implicated  a  Lieutenant  Mcrn'l,  of  Phinny'*  regiment,  for 
entisting  tncin  who  had  before  been  enlintcd  in  another  regiment.  A  court  of 
nii|Diry  w«k  held,  and  Merril  wat  declared  to  be  not  guiUy  of  the  chnige  laid 
aptsM  him,  nor  in  any  way  culirable  in  the  matlei. 


146 


THE  WRITINGS  OI^ 


[1776 


humane  Treatment  to  be  shewn  him,  I  request  you 
to  forward  by  the  first  opportunity  by  way  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

1  am  this  moment  favored  with  yours  of  the 
9  Inst,  advising  me  of  the  capture,  made  by  our  armed 
vessels,  of  one  of  the  transports  with  a  company  of 
Highlanders  on  board,  and  I  flatter  myself,  if  our 
vessels  keep  a  good  look  out,  as  the  whole  fleet  are 
bound  for  Boston,  which  sailed  with  her,  that  more  of 
them  will  fall  into  our  hands.  This  is  a  further  proof 
that  Governmt.  expected  Genl  Howe  was  still  in 
Boston. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  your  health  is  more  and 
more  impaired,  and,  having  heard  by  a  letter  from  Col. 
Hancock,  that  Mr.  Whitcomb,  Colonel  Whitcomb's 
brother,  is  appointed  a  brigadier-general,  I  shall  order 
him  to  relieve  you  as  soon  as  I  am  informed,  that  he 
accepts  his  commission  :  and  if  he  does,  you  may 
immediately  call  him  to  your  assistance,  before  1  am 
certified  of  his  acceptance.  This  will  ease  you  of 
some  trouble,  till  I  can  regulate  a  few  matters  of  im- 
portance here,  which  1  hope  to  do  in  a  little  time. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.' 


'  "  You  arc  to  repair  loFort  Moni(;Amei7,  And  »kc  upon  yaw  the  command  of 
the  pntta  in  the  Htghlanrlit.  .     .      Um  cvcT)'  pmalblc  diligence  in  forward- 

ing the  wofks  at  Kortt  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  agreeable  to  late  dimr- 
(ion»  given  to  Mr.  Bcdiow,  who  will  fumiah  you  iviiK  the  name :  as  il  i»  pro- 
posed by  the  Pravincin]  CongroK  of  New  Vork  to  rrcall  their  Commiuionen 
[ram  Ibosc  post&,  and  leavr  the  care  of  them  altogether  lo  ibv  comiDandins 
olBcer  of  the  Continental  force*,  and  hi.t  order. 

"  .\fi  these  are  or  may  become  poata  of  inAnitc  imp«irtancc.  especially  the 
lower  one,  I  rannol  auiliciciiUy  imprru  upon  yuu  the  neoewiity  ol  pulling  Lhera 
into  a  lit  po^rurc  nf  drfrnrc,  withnail  Ae\ay."—'lViukiMgtan'iJHrtrueH»msl9 
Cfhnei  yamis  CitMUm.  14  June,  1776. 


TO    BHIOAUIEK'UENKRAL   SULLIVAN. 

NkwVokk.  i6jn»c.  177b. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  5th  and  6th  instant 
by  express  yesterday  evening  from  General  Schuyler  ; 
and  am  exceedingly  happy  on  account  of  the  agreea- 
ble and  interesting  intelligence  it  contains.  Before  it 
came  to  hand.  I  almost  dreaded  to  hear  from  Canada. 
as  my  advices  seemed  to  promise  nothing  favorable, 
but  rather  our  further  misfortunes.  But  I  am  now 
hopefull  that  our  affairs,  from  the  confused,  distracted, 
and  almost  forlorn  slate,  in  which  yt)u  found  them. 
will  emerge  and  assume  an  aspect  of  order  and 
success.'  I  am  convinced  that  many  of  our  misfor- 
tunes are  to  1>«  attributed  to  a  want  of  discipline,  and 
a  proper  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  soldiery. 
Hence  it  was,  and  from  our  feeble  efforts  to  protect 
the  Canadians,  that  they  had  almost  joined  and  taken 
part  against  us.  As  you  arc  fully  apprized  of  this. 
and  conceive  them  well  disposed  towards  us,  with 
confidence  I  trust,  you  will  take  every  step  in  your 
power  to  conciliate  and  secure  their  friendship.  If 
this  can  be  effected,  &  of  which  you  seem  to  have  no 
doubt,  I  see  no  objection  to  our  indulging  a  hope  that 
this  country,  of  such  importance  in  the  present  con- 
troversy, may  yet  be  added  to  and  complete  our  union. 
I  confess  this  interesting  work  is  now  more  diffi- 
cult, than  it  would  have  been  heretofore,  had  matters 

'  ConcMering  (he  actual  »Utc  of  ihingi  in  Csnada,  General  SnlUvan'i  lelt«n 
wen  Tcry  exiraordiunry.  In  hU  description  of  ftffain,  lh«y  bore  iht  most  flai- 
lering  a«peci :  yt\  tvrelvc  Aayi  nflcrwnrd^  Ihc  whole  American  army  wu  driven 
out  uf  the  province,  whiirb  nil  (he  ofRten  on  the  spot,  exci^l  General  Siillivab, 
had  li^reteeii  uid  predicted. 


maintain  posts,  the  greater  will  our  possession  of  the 
country  be  ;  observing-  at  the  same  time  the  necessity 


been  properly  conducted ;  but  yet,  I  flatter  myself  it 
may  be  accomplished  by  a  wise,  prudent,  and  ani- 
mated behavior  in  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in 
it ;  especially  if  assisted  by  the  friendly  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants.  I  think  every  mark  of  friendship  and 
favor  should  be  shown  them,  to  encourage  their  zeal 
and  attachment  to  our  cause,  and  from  which  if  they 
once  heartily  embark  we  shall  derive  innumerable 
benefits. 

Your  conduct  in  pwshing  and  securing  posts  low 
down  the  countrj'  is  certainly  judicious,  and  of  the      j 
utmost  advantage.  The  farther  down  we  can  take  and  fl 

of  having  a  safe  retreat  left,  if  you  should  be  obliged  ^^ 
to  abandon  them  by  a  superior  force.  I  am  hopefull 
and  shall  anxiously  wait  to  hear  of  General  Thomp- 
son's making  a  successful  attack  upon  the  party  in- 
trenching at  the  Three  Rivers.  Their  defeat  will  be 
of  the  most  essential  ser\'ice.  U  will  chagrin  them 
and  disconcert  their  schemes  on  the  one  hand,  and 
animate  our  men  and  give  life  to  our  Canadian  friends 
on  the  other,  and  efface  from  their  minds  the  unfavor- 
able impressions,  our  late  conduct  has  made. 

It  will  be  of  material  consequence,  in  your  advances 
down  the  country,  to  secure  the  several  important 
posts  as  you  goe  ;  at  which,  you  may  in  case  you 
should  be  obliged  to  decline  the  main  object  you  have 
in  view,  make  a  vigorous  and  successful  stand  in  your 
retreat.  I  concur  with  you  In  thinking  It  not  of  ma- 
terial moment  to  keep  a  very  large  number  of  men  at 
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Lachine  or  the  upper  posts.  There  should  be  no 
more  than  will  be  necessar)'  to  repel  such  attacks  and 
attempts,  as  may  be  made  by  the  savages,  and  the 
regular  troops  above  you  ;  allowing  for  such  a  num- 
ber of  disaffected  Canadians  as  may  join  them.  But 
then  there  should  be  a  sufficient  number  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  our  further  misfortunes  there  might  be  of 
the  most  injurious  consequence.  If  they  can  be 
maintained,  the  disaffected  above  will  dwindle  away, 
and  the  insurrection  promise  nothing  disastrous. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance,  and  not 
acquainted  with  the  situation  of  affairs  as  well  as  you, 
who  are  on  the  spot,  to  give  any  particular  direction 
for  your  conduct  and  operations.  I  therefore  have 
only  to  request,  that  you  with  your  officers  will  in 
everj'  instance  pursue  such  measures,  as  the  exigency 
of  our  affairs  may  seem  to  require,  and  as  to  you 
shall  appear  most  likely  to  advance  and  promote  the 
interest  and  happiness  of  your  country.  The  return 
which  you  mention  to  have  inclosed,  was  not  in  your 
Letter  ;  you  probably  thro  hurry  forgot  to  put  it  in, 
or  Genl  Schuyler  may  have  omitted  it  when  in  his 
hands.  I  wrote  you  on  the  13  Inst  on  this  Subject 
md  must  again  enjoin  a  particular  attention  to  this 
^part  of  your  duty,  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  be  frequently  certified  of  our  whole  strength  and 
Stores. — In  compliance  with  your  recjuest  I  shall 
transmit  a  Copy  of  your  letter  to  Congress  by  tomor- 
row's post  It  will  give  them  sensible  pleasure  and 
such  as  they  had  no  good  reason  to  expect,  at  least 
so  soon. 
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1  have  inclosed  you  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from 
Genl.  Ward,  from  the  capture  mentioned  in  it  there 
is  no  reason  to  expect  the  other  transports  that  sailed 
with  her  are  not  far  off  the  coast.' 

In  regard  to  your  giving  Commissions,  it  is  a  meas- 
ure that  I  can  iicitlier  approve  or  disapprove,  having 
no  authority  to  act  in  this  instance  myself — The  pro- 
priety of  it,  must  depend  upon  the  powers  and  prac- 
tice of  your  predecessors  in  command — If  they  had 
none,  it  will  be  judged  of  most  probably  by  the  good 
or  bad  consequences  it  may  produce — Congress  from 
your  Letter  will  see  you  have  exercised  such  a  power, 
and  when  they  write  you,  will  either  confirm  or  refuse 
it  in  all  probability.' 

'  C«piiin  of  a  tnnsport  with  ■  cumpaoy  of  Hi^hlindcn  on  board. 

* "  I  (lu  myself  the  hunor  to  mn^mit  to  Congress  a  Copy  of  a  kiter  covering 
Co|>ie)>  of  olh«i  LellL-rs  which  I  rMcivcd  jrcsicrday  fruni  General  Sullivan. 

"The  Inlclligcncc  cuniMiunicaled  liy  liiui  i»  pleaitng  ntid  Intcmling  and 
Kucli  a\  inny  atfoTil  (he  UicatcKi  .Saii^fsclion,  if  the  Condii'Ci  the  CanadEaD* 
have  di'u.'Qveri-il  Miictr  hi«  arrival  arnuiiK  them  i»  in^enuuiu  and  siJicerv.  His 
account  u  contradicted  b>-  Genl  Arnold's  letter  tu  Ocnl  Scbujrkr  o(  which 
a  Copy  i»  alu  transmitted. 

"General  Sullivan  menlmn*  hii  having  given  commixMuiis  10  tome  of  ibc 
L'anadiani  as  a  measure  founded  in  ncceuily  and  Rcquolii  ray  approbation  of 
il,  but  uiil  conudcnni;  luynclf  iinpuwrcTcd  lo  imy  anything  upon  the  Kubject  it 
may  noi  be  improper  (or  Conj^eB*  lo  give  him  iheit  cippiniun  in  this  Instance. 
1  have  Inclosed  Copie*  of  Genl  Schuyler's  L«ilets  received  ai  tlie  same  lime — 
ih«y  coDlAiDed  Accounts  Respecting  the  Indian>>  variant  fnain  what  were 
reported  by  Mr.  Kirkland  bui  amounting  to  the  some  thing  ihc  probability  nl 
the  Mvagc*  Attat-king  "ur  Vrrin\\tv>."~Wti3hiHgloH  ta  tkf  PftsiJrttt  •/ 
t*w5p«».  t6  June,  1776. 

"  Great  and  crying  Com  plain  in  beiii|{  made  againvl  the  ArninieTs,  nut  only 
for  their  Idtene»,  but  the  de{:eilful  manner  in  which  their  work  n  executed — 
The  Genera]  docs  in  implicit  lermi  as&uie  them  If  any  further  Coniplaint^  ot 
either  should  Lie  exliibited,  he  will  puninh  ihrro  in  the  mow  cxcmplfli-}'  manner, 
of  thi«  ihr  Superintcndenl  n(  Ihar  branch  of  busincu  it  desired  la  maVe  them 
fully  acquainted- " — Ord/rly  B««i,  16  June.  1776. 
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Lest  you  should  conceive  that  I  do  not  think  La- 
chine  or  the  Cedars  posts  of  importance,  and  whose 
defence  are  not  very  material.  I  must  then  add,  that 
I  esteem  them  of  much  consequence  but  only  mean 
that  more  men  need  not  be  employed  than  what  will 
be  equal  to  any  probable  attack  that  may  be  madt; 
against  them. 

1  would  observe  before  1  have  done  that  It  is  my 
most  earnest  request,  that  harmony,  a  good  under- 
standing, and  a  free  communication  of  sentiments 
may  prevail  and  be  preserved  between  the  general 
and  field-oflficers.  particularly  the  former.  Nothing 
can  produce  greater  benefits  than  this,  nor  tend  more 
to  promote  your  military  operations  ;  whereas  history 
and  observation  sufficiently  evince  (they  abound  with 
numberless  examples)  the  fatal  consequences,  which 
have  ever  resulted  from  distrust,  jealousy,  and  disa- 
greement iunong  officers  of  these  ranks.  Wishing 
therefore  your  counsels  and  efforts  to  be  founded  in 
a  happy  union,  and  to  meet  the  smileb  of  a  kind 
Providence.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c- 

P,  S.  Knowing  your  great  zeal  for  the  cause  of 
your  country,  and  desire  to  render  her  every  possible 
service,  I  must  caution  you  not  to  put  too  much  to 
the  hazard  in  your  exertions  to  establish  her  rights, 
and  to  receive  with  a  proper  degree  of  caution  the 
professions  the  Canadians  may  make.  They  have 
the  character  of  an  ingenious,  artful  people,  and  very 
capable  of  finesse  and  cunning.  Therefore  my  advice 
is.  that  you  put  not  too  much  in  their  power  ;  but 
seem  to  trust  them,   rather  than  do  it  too  far.     I 
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would  also  have  you  to  keep  all  your  posts,  as  you 
goe,  well  secured,  to  guard  against  any  treacherous 
conduct 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

Hew  York.  17  June,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  last  night  received  by  Mr.  Bennet  your  favor  of 
the  8  Inst,  addressed  to  Genl  Putnam,  or  the  Offi- 
cer commanding  here,  covering  one  for  Congress 
with  a  copy  of  Col.  Kirkland's  to  you — both  of  which 
I  shall  immediately  forward  to  Philadelphia. 

In  consequence  of  your  former  Letters  the  Com- 
missary has  been  directed  to  continue  Supplies  of 
Provisions,  1  shall  repeat  the  direction  and  doubt 
not  of  his  exertions  in  this  Instance — If  its  arrival 
at  Albany  ceased  for  a  time,  it  might  be  owing  to 
the  accounts  received  that  a  good  deal,  particularly 
flour  might  be  had  in  Canada.  I  will  speak  to  him 
about  the  expenditure  of  pork  here,  and  request  that 
no  more  be  used  than  he  may  find  necessary,  that 
there  may  be  a  large  quantity  for  the  Canada  de- 
partment.' I  will  also  speak  to  the  Quarter  Master 
General  to  provide  and  forward  alt  the  clothing  he 

'  "  I  lun  informed  thai  11  Number  of  PcrKpn^  on  I^ng  Isljuid  (by  Character 
not  the  most  friendly  to  ili«  Cause  of  ihe  UniCMl  Colonics)  have  in  ihdr  Hinds 
cnnsidcnble  Quaniilic&of  Pork  and  other  Provisions  which  ihcy  refuse  lo  part 
with  for  CuniineniAl  BilU. — they  in«y  have  other  reau>n»  for  Ihefr  condoci  siill 
more  ilelritncnlal  snoi  therefore  F  niiist  hrg  Ihc  IntcrpiHilion  of  your  L'ongicu 
in  thi»  Mktler  »o  a*  to  prevent  the  Evils  which  arc  inucli  to  he  apjiieh ended— ^ 
The  Commmifisiry  General  will  puTchnKc  all  their  Provisions  at  i;ood  Prices, 
and  give  them  Conlinentol  Bills  in  Pay — Gold  and  Silver  he  h»s  none — The 
ProvisiO'ns  arc  wanted  for  the  Army,  ajid  thone  who  are  Well  Wishcra  10  Ihe 
CauM,  and  live  in  exposed  Situations  will  undouhtedly  be  g[»d  tn  diitpoM^  of 
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can  get  as  soon  as  possible.— As  to  Intrenching  Tools, 
they  are  extremely  scarce  and  what  we  have  far  too 
few,  for  the  works  carrying  &  proper  to  be  carried  on 
for  the  defence  of  this  place — However  I  will  try  to 
furnish  you  with  a  few  more,  and  wish  your  endeav- 
ors to  purchase  what  you  can  from  the  country 
people — Many  of  them  perhaps  will  part  with  a 
Spade  or  Pick  Ax  and  some  with  both,  and  tho'  many 
may  not  be  collected  in  that  way,  what  are,  will  be 
of  great  Service. 

If  the  accounts  of  Colonel  Bedel's  and  Major  But- 
terficld's  conduct  be  true,  they  have  certainly  acted 
a  part  deserving  the  most  exemplary  notice.  I 
hope  you  will  take  proper  measures,  and  have  good 
courts  appointed  to  bring  them,  and  ever)'  other 
officer,  that  has  been  or  shall  be  guilty  of  malconduct, 
to  trial,  that  they  may  be  punished  according  to 
their  offences.  Our  misfortunes  at  the  Cedars  were 
occasioned,  as  it  is  said,  entirely  by  their  base  and 
cowardly  behavior,  and  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any 
other  cause.' 

In  my  letter  of  the  7th,  which  will  have  reached 
you  ere  this,  I  enclosed  a  resolve  of  Congress  for 
engaging  the  Indians,  not  more  than  two  thousand, 

them. — ilic  DiMcUantiLKei  which  may  result  lu  ibe  lublic  l>y  ItovinR  ihcm  in 
the  Hands  trf  M«n  of  a  tlifleteni  Coitiplexion  are  too  olivioai  ti>  n.c-.]  nnimad- 
vrmoo. — 

"  I  bave  ynur  Report  rei.pet-ting  the  Ohsiniction  of  the  Navigali^in  of  the  lliid. 
ton's  Kivcr  under  Conndenttion  and  [ann]  pumiiing  Mentum  to  miry  it  into 
EiFvution  with  all  pouiblr  I>Mpatch." — \\'mhiitgi«n  to  tht  Ntw  York  Cen- 
gnu,  13  June,  1776. 

'  "Col.  Bedel  and  Major  Buucrfcld  (for  their  bud  conduct)  arc  ushicred. 
and  rendered  incapable  of  bearing  a  cammistion  in  the  army  of  the  Untied 
Stales." — Kstratt  from  a  Utter  ffffm  Ti<onJtr«ga.  3  August,  1776. 
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in  our  service.  This  will  indicate  to  you  their  opin- 
ion ;  and  knowing  their  sentiments  fully  upon  this 
head,  I  cannot  but  advise,  that  you  fortliwith  hold  a 
conference  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  any  others,  you 
with  your  brother  commissioners  may  think  neces- 
sary ;  and  form  with  them  an  alliance  on  such  terms 
and  conditions,  as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  secure 
their  interest  and  friendship,  without  waiting  the  fur- 
ther direction  of  Congress,' 

The  situation  of  our  affairs  will  not  suffer  the  delay, 
and  I  am  persuaded  your  conduct,  and  the  speech  you 
intend  to  deliver  the  Sachems,  will  meet  their  appro- 
bation and  thanks.  I  think  that  part  of  it.  which 
mentions  the  time  and  place  of  our  taking  post,  might 
be  omitted  ;  but  this  I  leave  to  you.  1  shall  inform 
Congress  of  what  i  have  wrote  you  on  this  subject, 
and  of  the  verbal  intelligence  you  sent  me  by  Bennet 
from  Albany,  where  you  overtook  him,  respecting  the 
Indians  coming  down  the  Mohawk  River  under  Sir 
John  Johnson,  and  of  your  preparing  to  resist  them. 
I  sincerely  wish  you  success,  and  that  their  5rst  incur- 
sions and  attempts  against  us  may  be  attended  with 
their  entire  defeat.  It  will  be  necessary  to  employ 
Colonel  Dayton  and  his  regiment  in  this  service,  and 
in  securing  a  post  where  Fort  Stanwix  formerly  stood, 
which  I  esteem  of  much  importance  ;  but  I  submit  it 


'  Tlic  IndJMU  were  to  be  engird  in  the  «enr4ce  of  th«  colonies,  lo  a  number 
ool  to  exceed  3000.  {MS.Jaumolj.)  Toencnurogvlbe  IndiuiBOencnl  Wash- 
ington  »».  auihorixccl  to  ofTci  them  a  rcwanl  nf  one  hundred  doll&rs  lot  ever) 
cmmmoned  officci,  and  thirty  liollan  for  tvtry  prnmic  soldier  of  the  king'v 
iroop»,  taken  in  the  Indiko  country  or  on  the  fronU«r.  {AfS.  Joitrrtats. 
June  I71h.) 


to  you.  who  are  much  better  acquainted  with  that 
countr)'  than  I  am,  whether,  previous  to  that,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  and  essential,  that  a  post  be  estab- 
lished lower  down  somewhere  about  the  falls  below 
the  German  Flatts,  to  secure  our  communication  with 
that  garrison.  Should  this  not  be  done,  will  it  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  savages  to  come  between  that 
and  our  frontiers,  and  Intercept  all  supplies  of  men 
and  provisions  going  thither  ? 

I  observe  you  esteem  the  ground  opposite  to  Ticon- 
deroga  to  be  more  advantageous  for  a  post  against 
the  enemy.  Messrs.  Chase  and  Carroll  had  told  me 
the  same.  I  should  think,  therefore,  that  the  place 
most  capable  of  defence,  and  having  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages, shotild  be  improved,  and  necessary-  works 
thrown  up,  with  the  utmost  despatch.  But  will  not 
both  he  best  ?  Cannot  Ticonderoga  be  kept,  and 
this  improved  and  maintained  at  the  same  time?  I 
must  submit  this  to  you  and  refer  you  to  mj  Letter 
of  the  9th  upon  the  subject  of  fortifying  all  the  posts 
and  about  the  lingincers.  If  you  know  of  any  per- 
sons, who  can  be  of  service  in  that  way,  do  employ 
them.  I  know  of  none  myself,  or  have  I  one  whom 
T  can  possibly  spare. 

I  have  been  applied  to  by  Colo  Nicholson  who 
says  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  Com- 
mand of  a  Regiment  to  be  raised  out  of  2  Bat- 
tallions  of  York  Troops  that  were  in  Canada  last 
year,  for  instructions  for  that  purpose.  As  this  con- 
cerns the  department  more  immediately  under  your 
direction  and  with  which  you  must  be  much  better 


acqd  than  I  am,  I  Utd  not  think  it  right  to  give  him 
any  direction  about  it.  but  if  the  fact  is  so,  advise  that 
you  will  g^ive  him  such  orders,  that  the  views  of  Con- 
gress may  be  carried  into  execution  as  you  judge 
necessary.'  In  like  manner  I  have  had  several  appli- 
cations from  officers  coming  from  the  Canada  de- 
partment for  pay  that  became  due  them,  which  did 
not  conceive  myself  at  libertj'  to  comply  with  being 
ignorant  of  their  appointments  or  ser\'ice  and  as  they 
will  perhaps  apply  to  you  for  certificates  to  lay 
before  me,  I  wish  you  to  be  vcr>'  explicit  as  to  the 
time  of  their  being  in  office  and  from  which  their  pay 
is  due. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Nrw  York,  17  June,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  came  to  my  hands  as  a  private  letter 
from  General  Sullivan.  As  a  private  letter  I  lay  it 
before  Congress.'  The  tendency  (for  it  requires  no 
explanation)  will  account  for  the  contrast  between  !t 
and  the  letter  of  General  Arnold.  That  the  former 
is  aiming  at  the  command  in  Canada  is  obvious. 
Whether  he  merits  it  or  not,  is  a  matter  to  be  con- 
sidered ;  and  that  it  may  be  considered  with  propri- 
ety, I  think  it  my  duty  to  observe,  as  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  he  is  active,  spirited,  and  zealously 
attached  to  the  cause,     That  he  does  not  want  abili- 


'  John  NichoUon's  pcUlion  ma)-  be  found  in  Force,  Ameriean  Archivtt. 
Fourth  Series,  vi,.  89). 

*  The  letter  referred  to  »  that  dfltKl  7  June,  1776,  printed  in  Force.  Amen^ 
can  Anhivti,  Fourth  Sciica,  vi.,  938.  Compare  Icllci  of  5  June,  on  page  ^t 
of  ihc  umc  valume:. 
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ties,  many  members  of  Congress  as  well  as  myself, 
can  testify;  but  he  has  his  wants,  and  he  has  his 
foibles.  The  latter  are  manifested  in  a  little  tincture 
of  vanity,  and  in  an  over  desire  of  being  popular, 
which  now  and  then  leads  him  into  embarrassments. 
His  wants  are  common  to  us  all — the  want  of  expe- 
rience to  move  upon  a  large  scale  ;  for  the  limited 
and  contracted  knowledge,  which  any  of  us  have  in 
railitar)'  matters,  stands  in  very  little  stead,  and  is 
greatly  overbalanced  by  sound  judgment,  and  some 
knowledge  of  men  and  books,  especially  when  accompa- 
nied by  an  enterprising  genius,  which,  I  must  do  Gen- 
eral Sullivan  the  justice  to  say,  I  think  he  possesses. 
But,  as  the  security  of  Canada  is  of  the  last  im- 
portance to  the  well-being  of  these  colonies,  I  should 
like  to  know  the  sentiments  of  Congress  respecting 
the  nomination  of  any  officer  to  that  command.  The 
character  I  have  drawn  of  General  Sullivan  is  just, 
according  to  my  ideas  of  him.  Congress  will,  be 
pleased  therefore,  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of 
continuing  him  in  Canada,  or  sending  another,  as 
they  shall  see  fit.  Whether  General  Sullivan  knew  of 
the  promotion  of  General  Gates  (at  the  time  of  his 
writing,)  and  that  he  had  quitted  the  department  he 
left  him  in,  when  he  marched  his  brigade  hence  to 
Canada,  I  cannot  undertake  to  say ;  nor  can  1  de- 
termine whether  his  wish  to  be  recalled  would  be 
changed  by  it,  if  he  did.  I  shall  add  no  more  than 
my  respectful  compliments  to  Congress,  and  that  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard 
and  esteem,  Sir,  &c' 


■  Read  June  l8th.    Primte. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ESSEX  COUNTY,  NEW  JERSEY. 

Gentlemen,  [No  i>«ie.i 

The  absolute  necessity  of  preventing  aM  corre- 
spondence between  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County 
and  our  Enemies,  obliges  me  to  [use]  every  Degree 
of  Intelligence  that  lead  to  the  Channel  of  such  Inter- 
course— Doctor  William  Burnet  of  New  Ark  '  can 
Inform  you  of  certain  Informations  and  Charges 
against  Part  of  the  Army  under  my  Command. 
as  if  they  were  liable  to  Bribery  and  Corruption 
in  permitting  Persons  to  go  from  Staten  Island 
to  the  Men-of-War  at  or  near  Sandy  Hook  :  and 
as  the  Person  from  whom  he  has  received  the  Intel- 
ligence resides  at  New  Ark  within  the  District 
of  your  Commitee,  T  must  request  it  as  a  Mat- 
ter of  great  Importance  that  your  Committee  will 
as  soon  as  possible  call  on  David  Ogden  Esqr.  to 
declare  who  the  Person  was.  who  informed  him,  that 
he  had  engaged  the  Guard  of  the  Rifle-Men  at  Staten 
Island  to  carrj'  him  nn  Board  the  Men-of-War  with 
all  the  Circumstances  within  his  Knowledge  and  also 
that  you  do  call  on  the  Person  whom  he  points  out 
to  be  his  Informant  to  declare  every  Circumstance 
within  his  Knowledge  relative  to  the  Matter. 


to    the   CQMMITTRE    of    safety    of    PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gentlemen,  '*'"«'  V""-  itJuhc  't?*- 

I  was  this  Evening  honored  with  yours  of  the  15 
Instt..  and  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pain,  that  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you,  that  it  is 

'  CIttinnAn  ol  the  C^mm'Ttlet  of  Etsex  C«un^. 
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out  of  my  power  at  this  time  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest made  by  your  honorable  body.'  The  many  im- 
portant works  carrying  on  for  the  defence  of  this 
place,  against  which  there  is  the  highest  probability 
of  an  attack  being  made  in  a  little  time,  will  not  allow 
mc  to  spare  from  hence  any  person  having  the  least 
skill  in  the  business  as  an  engineer,  nor  have  I  but 
one  on  whose  judgment  !  should  wish  to  depend  in 
laying  out  any  work  of  the  least  consequence.  Con- 
gress well  know  my  wants  in  this  instance,  and  sev- 
eral of  my  late  letters  to  'em  have  pressed  the  ap- 
pointment of  gentlemen  qualified  for  the  business. 

Added  to  this  on  account  of  the  deficiency,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  secure  or  improve  two  posts  in  the 
Highlands,  esteemed  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
prevent  the  enemy  passing  up  the  North  River,  and 
getting  into  the  interior  parts  of  this  colony,  should 
our  attempts  to  stop  them  here  prove  incfifectual.  But 
I  beg  you  to  be  assured.  Sir,  and  to  Inform  the  Com- 
mittee as  soon  as  It  is  in  my  power,  I  shall  with 
infinite  pleasure  direct  a  person  to  attend  them  for 
two  or  three  days,  if  the  service  will  not  admit  of 
a  longer  absence,  in  order  to  trace  out  such  works 
and  plans  for  carrying  them  on,  as  shall  appear 
necessary ;  and  wishing  you  to  ascribe  my  non- 
compliance to  want  of  ability,  and  not  Inclination  to 
comply  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor.  &c. 

'  rongma  had  aathohicd  thr  Commitice  of  Safely  in  Plulaiielphia  lo  erect  a 
rcJoubl  at  Billmfpporl,  iitid  throw  obfllractions  icrou  the  PdAwair  at  that 
place,  for  the  pitrpo^  of  opposing  the  progrCM  of  the  «ieinjS  «hip»  up  the 
rircr,  «Bd  hod  >erced  that  the  name  sliould  be  conKiniclcd  at  the  Coniinciiiai 
cxpeiuc.  Tbc  Committee  hnil  requeiited  the  Commander-in-diief  lo  send  Ibrm 
an  cnfpneer  to  plan  and  supetriniend  thcM  workii. 


FORGED  LETTER. 

TO   JOHN    PARKE   CUST[S. 

1 8  Jnne.  1774. 
Mv  Vkbv  DtAfc  Jack, 

Vou  h«ve  «cee<tinsly  oblisd  me  hy  yonr  letter  which  I  roceived  by  yester- 
day's post.  It  discover*  an  nttention  to  the  great  AfTain  now  carryii^  uii,  and 
sn  inromiatian  cnnccmiDg  them,  whidi  I  cnra  to  yon,  I  hkd  nut  given  yon  credit 
for,  Voui  ynutli  mict  in-niierieticc  pleaded  yunr  exciue  ;  and  tJiuugh  you  gave 
me  no  oppottunity  to  praiic  you  ioi  any  active  exertion*,  I  paid  yuu  ni>  unlinary 
compliments,  in  my  own  mind,  for  your  modaty  in  forbeaHng  to  meddle  with 
thingn  which  it  wr»  no  reproach  to  you  to  confo*,  were  out  of  your  re»ch.  Con- 
sidering your  rank,  luitune  and  cduculiun,  whenever  it  is  proper  (or  you  locomc 
forwanl  on  the  tJieatre,  tl  must  not  he  nay  underparl  that  yuu  act.  Vera  arc, 
[hcrefoie,  certainly  iu  ihc  right  to  decline  taking  any  pa^rt  at  Ml,  tiU  you  arc  fit 
foi  a  tint  and  leading  character.  And  yoti  have  my  full  and  perfect  ftpprob«- 
tion  of  your  rcmlalion  (o  pcniit  in  your  purpose,  for  the  pruent,  not  to  accept 
of  any  naV,  civil  or  military.  I  *ee  youi  anxiety.  I»t  ihe  present  opportunity 
for  s^pialiiing  your  )n»t  love  for  your  country  should,  hy  your  unneoessaty  can- 
Hon,  be  rallcrod  to  slip  by  you,  unimproved.  Your  ardor  is  commeodable  ;  and 
far  be  it  from  m*  to  discourftKc  in  you  a  spirit  I  so  much  love.  But.  whil«  you 
retain  these  honorable  pTindpIe»,  there  it  little  danger  of  your  waniiiig  oppof* 
tunitics  to  call  them  forth  into  action.  The  momentona  enterpriie  in  which 
your  country  is  engaged,  is  not  to  be  accomplished  in  this  or  that  year.  If,  jn 
no  longer  a  period  Ihati  the  siege  of  Troy,  we  bring  all  our  mighty  schemes  to 
bear,  it  will  b«  the  greatest  work  that  ever  was  perfected  in  so  bttlc  a  time. 
Vou  have  wt  your  heart,  you  tell  me  on  it  military  employment.  This  is  the 
usual  bent  of  young  men  ;  and,  as  it  was  my  own,  it  will  be  with  an  i||  grace, 
that  I  reprehend  it  in  you.  But,  with  the  eKperience  that  I  have  had  of  it.,  I 
tltoaJd  he  wa,nling  in  that  Invc  and  esteem  I  owe  yon,  ihould  1  hcniaic  in  teU 
yoa  that,  ax  your  father,  tlicic  is  not  a  profession  you  could  have  chotcn  in 
which  I  should  not  more  cordially  have  cancurred  with  you.  Vet,  I  love  arms  ; 
I  am  married  to  my  jtworil,  as  well  as  to  your  amiable  mother ;  ami  herein  in 
my  wilneu,  that  I  am  in  eamut  when  I  «ay  death  alone  shall  divorce  mc  from 
either.  I  am  not  so  blindly  devoted,  however,  to  my  profeuaon,  as  not  to  *ec 
by  bow  frail  a  tenure  I  hold  Ihc  little  reputation  I  have  in  it.  Av  a  aatesman, 
u  a  icoaior,  it  i^  in  the  general,  »u(Bctent  iIiaC  you  mean  wcU,  that  yuu  are 
careful  to  qufllify  yourself  to  form  «  right  judgment  of  the  trae  interests  of  your 
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couatiy,  mnd  th»t,  with  the  honnt  jinp«nUlity  «f  a  free  man,  vou  tutve  «tiU  ex- 
oled,  youi  bent  endeaTon  to  pranotc  ihom  ■Dtereils.       Bui,  irith  m  toldier, 

,  Micceu  alone  in  merit  -.  and  Iherr  ii  nothing  thnl  oin  xtimc  fut  llic  want  uf  it. 
The  woffltl  i*  a  wornc  judgi-  uf  tnilitiuy  mattcn  than  any  other,  ll  would 
aMonuh  )nM,  to  6nd,  on  a  minute  campariMjn,  haw  very  liltJc  diSerence  tlierc 
wa»  in  ll»e  *ltil!  and  spirit  which  guided  Bmddock  and  Wolfe  in  the  la*l  action* 
oT  their  li*e*.  Bol.  how  different  tiai  lieen  Iheit  fate  '. — 3  think,  t  am  not  with- 
ont  aomc  Ulenta  for  the  Unc  of  Ufe  which  has  (alien  lo  my  lot.  Bat,  opposed  at 
I  mail  l>c  bj  men,  probably,  of  infinitely  nuperior  akill,  and  enconipaiaed  n)ore> 
over  with  lacb  bosli  of  olhei  difiieiOties  and  dibCouniKrmcntt  at  I  am,  it  h  nol 
misc  Lo  conuMnd  mocmk,  and  when  ctthci  my  contemporarick,  or  future  his- 
lorianK.  thall  tit  in  judgment  on  ni)  conduct,  if,  haply.  ilUfnrtunc  should  over* 
Lake  mc.  Mcing  our  mifCBnria(;c*  only,  and  having  neilhcT  curimily  nor  atHlily 
lo  inveatigalB  the  thouinnd  canwi  which  led  to  them,  am  [  not  Ino  well  war- 
ranted ia  concluding,  ihil  thry  will  be  attributed  to  mi^mana^mcDt  7  Have  I 
nol  then  rvawm  to  wish  ihal  youi  choice  had  fallen  on  the  quieter  bui  not  leu 
importani  calling  of  n  prirate  gentleman  ;  in  which  at  a  tenator,  70a  miEht  have 
proof  of  your  ahitities,  in  1  way.  in  which  fortune  would  nol  have  had  «■ 

rgraol  a  «harc  ?  But  Qotwithttandin|[  all  this,  and  if  after  all,  ycu  Ix  irrevo- 
cably determined  to  try  your  fortune  in  the  fi«ld.  and  yoa  can  gain  your  motherV 
and  your  wife't  rontent,  I  here  give  it  you  under  my  hand,  that  you  idiall  not 
want  mine.  Mo»t  ccriainly  there  canroi  be  a  more  honorable  cmploymeni  : 
and  if,  {which  Heaven  avcrt^  Portunc  «houId  declare  againfl  yon,  my  cntumla- 
tion  will  be.  that  I  can  amure  my»elf,  yon  will  drscrve  to  be  lucccatfnl.  I  will 
on  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  pmrare  you  an  appalnlmenl  tn  the  cnni- 
naad  of  a  regiment,  either  here,  or  in  the  uinthcrn  wing.  And  if  my  opinion 
may  have  any  weight  with  you,  you  will  for  many  ccakoni,  prefer  the  being 
ilattoned  in  wme  of  the  *outhem  >late«.  There  in  no  leai  of  its  being  an 
mactin  ttalion.  I  have  lUtle  eicpcctation  that  thi*  year  will  cloie  with  aughl 
ConiMcnbly  dccitive  un  either  kidc .'  and  if  our  cncmici  be  able  lo  hold  out 
■ttolfaer  campaign,  il  i»  moat  likely  their  policy  will  be,  by  meant  of  thrtr  naval 
•npenority,  tocairyon  a  kind  of  an  incunive  war.by  makitig  tinexpecled  deaccntk 
in  dJITcrent  and  dialanl  placet.  Meanwhile,  permit  me  to  press  you  to  pcr»cvcre 
in  your  altcnlion  lo  mllitaty  maltcrt.     The  manual  etcrciM,  which  you  were  to 

[  jottlydiligeotioieam,  uhiUil  waswithyou.iibui  the  A.  B.  C.  ofyourptnfesxion. 
Neiiber  will  you  proiil  «>  mnch  as  ynu  might  rra«->nahly  expect,  from  the 
•lady  <rf  ihote  autbork,  who  hare   written   proip^vrdly  on  rhe  art  of  war.      Tliia 


ill  like  the  IcArning  (he  gune  of  \Vh»l  hy  reading  Hoyle.  I  h«Ye  been  witneu 
to  the  mUchievimii  eSecti  of  it.  A  man,  book-learned  only,  iloe»  wet;  vrcll  in 
the  ulill  Kcno  of  marchings  and  encampment*.  But  when,  in  the  various 
bwit1c!i  of  actual  war,  a  cau»e  arise*,  aa  miol  often  l>c  the  case,  ni>i  dckcrihcd  in 
hu  books,  he  is  utlcily  at  a  Iom.  1  would  not,  bowcvei,  have  you  to  under* 
■taiid  me  an  if  I  meant  lu  discourse  yuur  reading  these  books  &i  all  ;  «o  (sr 
from  it,  I  would  have  you  read  theni  very  often,  and  make  yourself  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  •»  much  aa  you  can  in  theory.  My  caution  meant  only 
lOfuard  you  agalunt  ]>lacing  too  much  reliance  on  them.  Their  bc»t  commcn- 
talOTS,  ivcit  to  your  ow  n  experience,  will  be,  the  historian*  of  Greece  and  Rome  ; 
which  it  isyour  liappineu  to  be  able  to  read  in  the  originals.  But.  the  main 
anil  mo&[  cvNcntial  qualifi'tatioii  is  an  high  senie  of  honor,  an  (.'Icvalion  of  scn- 
liinenl  and  n  certain  dij;nificd  slUc  of  liehavior  that  distinifuiihcs,  or  should 
diftinignish,  a  soldier  from  every  other  man.  It  it  a  shame  indeed,  if  he  who 
undertakes  to  rommnnd  others,  lias  nut  lirst  learned  lo  commantl  himself  :  1 
wilt  not  cndnrc  any  ihinjj  mean  or  sordid  cither  in  your  prinaples,  or  your  man> 
ti«n  :  having  determined,  if  it  ««re  left  with  me,  Co  be  u  itrict  and  rigorous  in 
ihne  particulars,  u  were  iho  knights  of  old,  when  a  candidate  was  lo  be  invest- 
ed irith  the  orders  of  chivalry.  I  cannot  dissociate  the  ideas  between  a  soldier 
and  a  Kcntlemjin  ;  and  however  common  it  may  be  lo  give  thai  lajii  appellation 
to  persons  of  every  character,  ir  yet  conveys  lo  me  an  idea  of  worth  1  want  words 
to  express.  [  am  not  solicitous  to  pay  you  compliments,  even  by  implication  ; 
but,  t  may  certainly  be  permitted  to  say,  thai  if  I  had  not  known  you  to  be  a 
gentlemen,  you  never  should  have  had  my  consent  lo  youi  becoming  a  soldict. 

Vour  ohwtiationv  on  this  important  contest  are  just  nnd  accurate,  and  dis- 
cover a  reach  of  thought,  and  a  peneimtion  beyond  what  [  bad  cxpeaed  of  you. 
Whal  you  wiy  nn  the  Kubjcct  of  independency  is  perfectly  judicious,  and,  no 
'loulit,  tiighly  wurlhy  i>{  alt  our  most  senDUS  consideration.  Yet,  I  have  a.  pre- 
sentiment, that  it  will  lake  place,  and  cpeedily.  Open  and  unreserved  as  my 
conduct  towards  you  liu  ever  been,  I  have  n"  reluctance  in  confess  to  you,  ihni 
the  meaxure  i>  diametrically  npj^niitc  lo  my  judgmeni  ,  for  1  Kavc  not  yet 
despaired  of  an  honorable  reconciliation  ;  and  whilst  I  can  entertain  but 
an  hope  of  that,  both  interest  and  inclination  lead  me  to  prefer  it  to  every  thing 
else  upon  eadh.  Human  aliaiis  are  oddly  cnlcred  .  Tonbtain  what  yon  most 
wbh  (or,  you  must  often  make  use  of  meuu  yon  the  leut  approve  of. 

As  in  bargaining,  to  obtain  a  fair  and  equal  price,  you  must  frecjucnlly  ask 
more  than  yon  wiih  lo  lake.      I  do  not  really  wish  for  independence.     I  hope 
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ibcn  ftre  few  who  do;  but.  I  have  never  heard  the  reasonings  of  (how.  whn 
hare  proved  that,  if  we  did  not  declkre  for  it  we  should  fail  to  ohtain  the  con- 
utitutional  mbordlnatlon  tn  which  wc  are  entitled,  fairly  refuted.  I  would  not 
have  jou,  ihercfoie.  hastily  conclude-  that  if.  in  lhi«  straggle,  we  (all  Khort 
<rf  every  thing  we  have  claimed  ;  we  are  worried  ;  per)iap»,  the  very  wont  thing 
that  could  bcfal  uf>,  i&  ihar  we  ^ouM  gain  alt.  I  do  aaMire  you  that,  In  tny 
upiDion,  ihe  next  mtsforiune  to  ihat  o(  heing  tbmst  From  out  juxt  rank  in  the 
order  of  freemen,  would  be  the  giving  u.«  up.  and  leaving  ui  tn  ourselves.  But. 
this  Great  Britain  will  ncvet  du.  volvinlarily  ;  (or,  il  even  she  (toes,  whatever 
m«7  become  of  a&.  from  that  moment  ihc  may  date  the  comnicaccntcnl  of  her 
mra  downfall. 

]  am  exceedingly  happy  in  the  becoming  moderation  which  yon  oh«erve  and 
endcaTor  10  introduce  towards  ihe  unhappy  men  whose  political  creeds  differ 
fioai  oun.  But  for  thii  blot  in  her  ^^cutcheon,  thrown  on  hei  by  two  many  of 
her  raih  and  unworthy  ailvoratcs.  by  a  comrnry  conduct.  Ihiv  effort  dF  America 
would  have  done  her  honor,  even  though  she  had  failed.  I  am  «hoclced  fit  the 
inaUnccft  of  intolerance  f  ilnily  hear  of,  and  have  no  power  to  prevent.  But, 
like  the  other  evils  of  war.  it  is  %  cnlamily  IhnI  unavoidably  grows  mil  of  such 
a  conrulsion  ;  and  one  might  a^  well  hope  to  Ucm  ihc  fury  of  a  lorrcnl,  as  to 
give  laws  to  an  outrased  people.  It  is,  howcvet,  ihc  duty  of  every  tme  friend 
10  liberty,  by  every  gentle  and  conciliatory  mettns  in  hi!>  power  lo  restrain 
it.  And,  I  am  happy  lo  find  this  senlimcnt  daily  becoming  more  genernl 
•lOBOf^t  us.  All  things  considered,  I  cannot  bnl  think,  il  not  a  little  to  our 
honor  that  thing«  have  not  been  carried  lo  still  a  greater  hetgtiih  in  this  way. 

Remcmbcf  mc  .tffccCiunaleLy  lo  NcDy,  aud  lell  her.  that  though  I  khould  be 
motl  happy  lo  see  her,  1  may  not  hope  for  that  happiness  speedily  ;  aa  the  din 
of  armik  I  imagine,  would  be  hml  iinpleasing  enterlai nmen  1  lo  bet ;  and  I  have 
ittUe  ptoapcci  of  «ny  lei«'irc.  aI  leul  before  wc  go  into  winter  (|uarters.  I  hope 
>fr.  Calvert,  and  all  the  family  are  well ;  1  beg  to  be  remembered  to  them,  I 
will  write  lo  yriwr  mother  in  n  few  day*.  Voii  *re  wry  good  in  leaving  her 
alone  at  hille  as  may  be,  ('nntinue  to  wnie  to  me  frequently,  (reely,  and  fully  ; 
tbe  hearing  ol  my  dearest  ft^enda  and  family'i  welfare  being  the  only  tme  hap* 
pin«M  I  have  any  chance  in  enjoy  amidst  the  perpetual  hurry  in  which  1  live. 

1  am  my  dear  Jack.        Vour  very  affectionate  Friend  and  Father. 

Gbo.  Washinoton.' 


'N«w  VorV.  June  34,   1776-     \.ti!i\  Tuesday  an  elegant  cnteruinmcni  was 
given  by  our  Provincial  Congress,  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Nxw  York.  20  June.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors 
of  the  14th  and  i8th  instant,  and  the  interesting  re- 
solves contained  in  them,  with  which  I  have  been 
honored.  The  several  matters  recommended  to  my 
attention  shall  be  particularly  regarded,  and  the 
directions  of  Congress  and  your  requests  complied 
with  in  every  Instance,  as  far  as  in  my  power. 

The  instituting  a  war-office  is  certainly  an  event  of 
great  importance,  and,  in  all  probability,  will  be 
recorded  as  such  in  the  historic  page.     The  benefits 

hisniilc,  the  General  tnd  StafT  ORiccrs,  and  the  cammanrliug  oRiccn  of  the 
•liRcrenC  i^imciitu  in  and  near  IhUcity,  when  tlic  fnllowing  loutU  were  dmnk  r 
I.  The  Congrr«s,  —  3.  The  Amrrican  anny.  —  3.  The  American  flcpt, 
-^  4.  TIic  egJony  o(  Xcw  Voik.  —  5.  The  pra[«%ttng  I.ardt.  —  6,  The 
President  »f  South  Carolina.  —  7.  Mr,  Burke,  —  8.  Dr.  Price.  —  q.  The 
friends  of  America  td  hoth  hoiuett  of  Parliament.  —  10.  The  pairincic  citii«n« 
o(  l.onclftn,  —  II  The  Whigs  Ihroughciul  Ihc  British  Empire.  —  12,  The 
friends  to  the  rights  of  maDkind  in  every  part  of  the  earth.  —  13.  Freedom  lo 
those  who  have  virtue  In  defend  il.  —  14.  May  ihe  sircngth  of  (he  Dritinh  con- 
«litu(ion  expel  ihe  poison  of  corTupti'^ri,  —  15.  May  placcmeo  and  pensioniTs 
never  find  seats  in  American  Senate.  —  it.  May  justice  and  mulnal  Lonfidcnce 
pcrpeluBte  Ihc  union  of  the  colonies.  —  17.  May  (he  industry  of  AmeticanE  be 
«qual  to  the  natural  resonrccs  of  their  country'.  — 18.  May  the  ruins  of  the 
Kritish  Umpife  cnish  ihose  who  undcTmincd  it*  pillars.  —  19.  May  no  injurie.* 
ei^<ic  fioin  our  busouis  (he  acntimcnta  of  humanity.  —  30.  May  liberly  hesluw 
laareU  on  her  virtuoui  tons.  —  31.  May  the  crown*  of  tjTant*  he  crowns 
of  thomit,  —  23  May  the  fair  genius  of  EnglaiKJ  cease  lo  prostitute  hei^elf  to 
llie  iU*e»  of  American*.  —  33.  May  the  generous  »oni  of  St.  Patrick  ex|>e]  all 
the  vcncnour  reptiles  of  Britain.  —  34.  May  the  clear  stream  of  liberty  mis 
with  the  waters  of  Tweed.  —  35.  The  memory  of  the  virtnous  Hampden.  — 
16.  The  immortal  memory  of  William  the  Third.  —  17.  The  memory  of  the 
vicinriout  George  Ihe  Second.  —  38.  The  memory  of  the  late  noble  Lord 
Howe,  —  39,  The  memory  of  ihc  patriotic  Warren.  —  30.  The  memory  of 
ihc  bntve  Monifiomcfy.  —  3t-  Ciril  and  reli|;:imi8  liberty  to  all  manJcind 
yifiHia  Gauiu.   13  Jnly.  1776. 
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derived  from  it,  I  flatter  myself,  will  be  considerable. 
though  tile  plan  upon  which  it  is  first  formed  may  not 
be  entirely  perfect.  This.  like  other  great  works,  in 
its  first  edition,  may  not  be  free  from  error ;  time 
will  discover  its  defects,  and  experience  suggest  the 
remedy,  and  such  further  Improvements  as  may  be 
necessary  ;  but  it  was  right  to  give  It  a  beginning,  in 
my  opinion.*  The  recommendation  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  New  York  for  restraining  and  punishing  dis- 
affected persons.  1  am  hopefull  will  be  attended  with 
salutary  consequences ;  and  the  prohibition  against 
exporting  provisions  appears  to  have  been  a  measure 
founded  in  sound  policy,  lest  proper  supplies  should 
be  wanted,  wherewith  to  subsist  our  armies.  I  have 
transmitted  General  Schuyler  the  resolves  about  the 
Indians,  and  the  others  on  which  he  is  to  act;  and 
have  requested  his  strict  attention  and  exertions 
in  order  to  their  being  carried  into  execution  with  all 
possible  despatch. 

1  note  your  request  respecting  Mr.  Hancock — he 
shall  have  such  directions  as  may  be  neceasar)*  for 

'The  Board  of  War  and  Ordiianee  consiMed  or  &ve  meinberH,  witb  a  Kcre- 
xuy  and  the  necessary  dsriu.  Il  waa  the  duty  of  ihl!i  Boatd  to  ohtain  nitd 
pfcMXve  an  alphahclicAl  rcgfiler  oF  all  thcofficentn  ttieContinent.it  tirmy,  with 
their  rank  and  ihc  daCo  of  (heir  cominiuion!, ;  la  keep  cxaet  aix-uunU  of  the 
trtillery.  armi,  ■minuniliun,  and  warlike  siorei,  and  [u  liavc  the  »ami:  under 
then  particular  chursc  ;  to  pri^virlc  for  the  for«'ardiii|>  of  all  detpnichct  ami 
noacT*  traumicted  by  Cungrew  on  the  publit  Mivice :  "(o  kU|>cfinteR(l  ihc 
rising,  IStdng  oiii.  and  despatching  all  iuch  land  forces,  as  «hould  be  ordered 
lor  the  icrvicc  of  the  U  nited  Coloniei ;  to  have  the  care  and  direction  oi  all  the 
prisoflcr*  of  war.  according  to  the  onler^  and  rcgulnlitms  o1  Congress  "  :  «nd  ii> 
keep  a  careful  record  of  all  their  lelien  and  imoMciiona. 

The  penons  chown  for  the  iir«  Board  «f  Wat  were  John  Adam*,  Shcriuau, 
Harriton.  Wilson,  and  Edward  Roilcdnc.  The  Kcreury  wai  Richard  Prtcii. 
— /o*tnui*  */  Cm^ftJ.  June  I JiH.  ijih.     Sec  note.  vol.  III..  358. 
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conducting  his  oflfice  and  are  happy  he  will  have  so 
early  a  remittance  for  paying  the  Troops  in  his 
Department. 

The  Silver  and  paper  money  designed  for  Canada 
will  be  highly  ser\'iceab!e  and  1  hope  will  be  the 
means  of  re-establishing  our  credit  there  in  some 
degree  with  the  Canadians  and  also  encourage  our 
men  too,  who  have  complained  in  this  Instance. 
When  it  arrives,  1  will  send  ft  forward  under  a 
proper  guard. 

I  have  commiinicated  to  Major-General  Gates  the 
resolve  of  Congress  for  him  to  repair  to  Canada,  and 
directed  him  to  view  Point-au-fer,'  that  a  fortress  may 
be  erected  if  he  shall  judge  it  necessary.  He  is  pre- 
paring for  his  command,  and  in  a  few  days  will  take 
his  departure  for  it.  I  would  fain  hope  his  arrival 
there  will  give  our  affairs  a  complexion  diflfercnt  from 
what  they  have  worn  for  a  long  time  past,  and  that 
many  essential  benefits  will  result  from  it.  The  kind 
attention  Congress  have  shown  to  afford  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief here  every  assistance,  by  resolving 
that  recommendatory  letters  be  written  to  the  Con- 
ventions of  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  Assembly  of 
Connecticut,  to  authorize  him  to  call  in  the  militia  in 
case  of  exigency,  claims  my  thankful  acknowledg- 
ments; and.  1  trust,  if  carried  into  execution,  will 
produce  many  advantages  in  case  it  may  be  expedient 
at  any  time  to  call  in  early  reinforcements.  The  de- 
lays incident  to  the  ordinary  mode  may  frequently 

'  A  point  of  land  on  the  western  short  of  I.ske  Champltin,  between  lute  kus 
Noix  ukI  Ixle  la  Motlc. 
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render  their  aid  too  late,  and  prove  exceedingly  in- 
jurious. 

I  this  evening  received  Intelligence  of  the  19th 
Inst  from  Capt.  Pond  of  the  armed  Sloop  Schuyler 
of  his  having  taken  about  50  miles  from  this  on 
the  South  side  of  Long  Island,  a  Ship  and  a  Sloop 
bound  to  Sandy  Hook — The  ship  from  Glasgow  with 
a  Company  of  the  42  Regimt  had  been  taken  by  one 
of  Commodore  Hopkins's  fleet  who  took  the  Soldiers 
out  and  ordered  her  to  Rhode  Island — after  which 
it  was  retaken  by  the  Cerberus  and  put  under  the 
Convoy  of  the  Sloop — As  Captain  Pond  Informs, 
there  were  Five  Commissd.  officers,  Two  Ladies,  & 
four  privates  on  board — they  are  not  yet  arrived  at 
Head  Quarters — Inclosed  is  an  invoice  of  what  they 
have  on  board. 

General  Wooster  having  expressed  an  inclination 
and  wish  to  wait  on  Congress,  1  have  given  him  per- 
mission, not  having  any  occasion  for  him  here.  He 
set  out  this  morning.  I  have  been  up  to  view  the 
grounds  about  Kingsbridge,  and  find  them  to  admit 
of  several  places  well  calculated  for  defence;  and, 
esteeming  it  a  pass  of  the  utmost  importance,  have 
ordered  works  to  be  laid  out.  and  shall  direct  part  of 
the  two  battalions  from  Pennsylvania  to  set  about  the 
execution  immediately,  and  will  add  to  their  numbers 
several  of  the  militia,  when  they  come  in,  to  expe- 
dite them  with  all  possible  despatch,'     Their  conse- 

'  These  world  were  of  great  iniportancc  in  keeping  open  s  comtnuniailion 
with  the  countty.  Tliey  embraced  the  fnrt  nti  an  eminence  near  KufUon'K 
Kivu,  called  Kon  Washington,  the  redoubts  at  Jcflrey's  Point,  anij  nn  ihchilli 
norih  and  cast  of  Fori  Waitiingtun,  bicaHworkw  at  Kin^bridge,  and  Fort  In- 


qiience  as  they  will  keep  open  the  communication 
with  the  country  requires  the  most  speedy  completion 
of  them.      I  am,  &c.' 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    SCHUYLEK. 

N«w  VoKK,  30  June,  1776. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  sundry  resolves  of  Con- 
gress, respecting  the  Indians,  the  fortifying  Fort 
Stanwix,  and  for  rendering  more  easy  and  commo- 
dious our  passes  Into  Canada.  As  the  resolves  are 
of  an  interesting  and  important  nature,  1  must  re- 
quest your  particular  attention  to  them,  and  most 
active  exertions  for  accomplishing  and  carrying  the 
whole  into  execution  with  all  possible  despatch. 

1  am  hopeful  the  bounty,  which  Congress  have 
agreed  to  allow,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  last  re- 
solve, will  prove  a  powerful  inducement  to  engage 
the  Indians  in  our  service,  and  their  endeavors  to 
make  prisoners  of  all  the  King's  troops  they  possi- 
bly can.'  Vou  will  use  every  method,  you  shall  judge 
necessary,  to  conciliate  their  favor;  and  to  this  end 
you  are  authorized  to  promise  them  a  punctual  pay- 
ment of  the  allowance,  Congress  have  determined  on 

ile|>cDdco(:t  on   ihe   north  tide  ot   Hacrlein  ('reek    nexr  iu  junctiun  wilh  Ihr 
Hudson. 

'  Read  June  141I1.  Referred  lo  ihe  Board  ol  W»r  ami  Urdiwncc 
'  Thii  resolve  nuihori/cd  (iencrttl  WzKhtngton  loemploj  sutli  iDdiant,  a»  he 
vhuuld  lake  into  ihe  ^crvicv,  in  any  place  wberu  he  should  think  iliey  would  be 
ino&i  usefal,  and  tu  ofl«r  ihem  a  rcwnrd  oi  one  hundred  dol]ar!>  iur  every  uom- 
miwitined  officcc,  and  thirty  doUan  tot  rv«y  private  suldicr  of  the  King'-i 
troopt,  ibat  they  ihould  capture  in  tli'i^  Indian  cuuiirtry.  ur  on  the  frontirr^  of  the 
cnlMiia. 


1 


for  such  officers  and  privates  belonging  to  the  King's 
army,  as  they  may  captivate  and  deliver  to  us. 

yutu  2\si. — I  have  this  moment  received  your 
favors  of  the  15th  and  17th,  and,  the  post  being 
about  to  depart,  have  not  time  to  answer  them  fully. 
I  shall  only  add,  that  Lady  Johnson  may  remain  at 
Albany,  till  further  directions.     I  am,  &c, 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

New  Vokx,  23  Jviw.  1770. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  air  extract  of  a  letter  from 
General  Ward,  which  came  to  hand  by  last  night's 
post,  containing  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  their 
having  obliged  the  King's  ships  to  leave  Nantasket 
Road,  and  of  two  transports  more  being  taken  by 
our  armed  vessels,  with  two  hundred  and  ten  High- 
land troops  on  board. ' 

1  sincerely  wish  the  like  success  had  attended  our 
arms  in  another  quarter  ;  but  it  has  not.      In  Canada, 

'  S<t««ral  Britiili  snncd  thipa  hod  kept  poncMJon  of  Nantultel  Rood,  from 
llic  time  BcBlun  w^u  cvaiiin-tcd.  On  the  13th  of  June,  in  the  evening.  General 
Ward  nnWred  live  hunilrcil  men.  antl  a  dclochniciit  of  the  irain  of  artillery 
«itlialhinc«ii-tncb  uofUt,  iwo  eighteen -i^ounden.  and  ^ome  antall  cannon, 
nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  Wliitcoint),  lu  take  po)it  on  Lang  l&land,  and 
annoy  the  British  ships.  The  necessary  works  were  thmvn  up  in  the  nighl. 
and  the  nem  morning  cliir  ciLnnoii  and  monar  opened  a  Arc,  and  «r>on  ttrovc 
the  vckt«l»  out  of  ihc  hnrbor.  The  fleet  conMslcd  of  tbiTlccn  in  number. 
the  Renown,  of  Tifty  KUim.  wveraJ  miiHllcr  iihipi  of  war,  ind  lTani]>url>  with 
Highland  ttot^  on  board.  They  blew  up  the  liglil-houne  ix  ibey  went  off, 
and  pBt  to  sea. 

Gcneittl  Wartl  wrote  -  "  Th«  Colonel  Hken  in  ihe  tmn«pon»  in  l.ieulenaDl- 
C«loncl  Campbell,  commander  ol  one  nf  General  Friuer's  batlaliuns  of  Migfa- 
tandem  ;  he  is  a  member  of  Parliament,  and  a  gentleman  uf  foTtunc." 
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the  situation  of  our  affairs  is  truly  alarming.  The  en- 
closed copies  of  Generals  Schuyler's,  Sullivan's,  and 
Arnold's  letters  will  inform  you,  that  General  Thomp- 
son has  met  with  a  repulse  at  Three  Rivers,  and  ts 
now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  General  Burgoyne, 
who.  these  accounts  say,  is  arrived  with  a  considerable 
army.'  Nor  do  they  seem  to  promise  an  end  to  our 
misfortunes  here  ;  it  Is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  the 
next  advices  from  thence  will  be,  that  our  shattered, 
divided,  and  broken  army,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
return,  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  country, 
and  retreat,  to  avoid  a  greater  calamity,  that  of  being 
cut  off  or  becoming  prisoners.  I  will  be  done  upon 
the  subject,  and  leave  you  to  draw  such  conclusions 
as  you  conceive,  from  the  state  of  facts,  are  most 
likely  to  result ;  only  adding  my  apprehensions,  that 
one  of  the  latter  events,  either  that  they  are  cut  off, 
or  become  prisoners,  has  already  happened,  if  they 
did    not    retreat    while    they    had   an    opportunity. 


'Two  dxyx  after  G«neril  SnlHvan'n  mfrival  al  Sorel,  he  Kent  General  'I'homp- 
M^n,  ftt  tlie  h«d  of  three  rcstnienls,  to  meet  and  attack  the  etieuiy  m  Thrre 
Riven.  R>  in  tinlucky  M»i»  of  acciJenu,  hiii  pany  was  ai«nile<l  and  beaten 
and  hlm&cH  and  other  officers  were  taken  pnBOiticr&. 

Mutual  Cotnplaintii  have  been  by  the  Annnreri.  and  Soldtefk.  respecting  the 
repairing  of  Amit.  The  OfBcei^  of  Ihri^cveial  regimen  tit  arc  earnestly  called 
upim  to  exaniine  tUcir  men  and  luru  out  att  thuxc  who  can  wuH(  to  any  advan- 
tage in  the  Armwrrr's  Shop,  though  they  should  not  be  complete  workmen  and 
(o  pre^'eiii  fuithci  uneanncM,  the  several  Capiiunii  are  to  itu>pect  the  anus  of 
their  Companicv.  and  either  ihcinKlvcs,  or  by  »omc  persons  for  whom  they 
will  be  answerable,  have  the  defective  Anns  sent  to  the  Armorer's  where  the 
M.)^ter  Workman  will  give  a  receipt  (or  them — the  tame  officer  in  like  manner 
attending  lo  the  reluin  nE  the  arm».  and  to  make  a  reporl  if  the  Armorcn' 
(ail  in  their  work — The  Honor  and  Safety  of  the  Army  de|wnd»  k>  mvch  upcm 
a  iitrict  altentioD  lo  the  state  of  the  armfl,  that  the  Ciencral  hope%  no  paint  will 
be  spared  upon  this  head." — Orderly  B^k,  33  June.  1776. 
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General  Schuyler  and  General  Arnold  seem  to  think 
it  extremely  probable ;  and  if  it  has  taken  place,  it 
will  not  be  easy  to  describe  all  the  fatal  consequences 
that  may  flow  from  it.  At  least  our  utmost  exertions 
will  be  necessarj'.  to  prevent  the  advantages  they 
have  gained  from  being  turned  to  our  greater  mis- 
fortunes. General  Gates  will  certainly  set  out  to- 
morrow, and  would  have  gone  before  now,  had  he  not 
expected  to  receive  some  particular  instructions  from 
Congress,  which  Colonel  Braxton  said  he  imagined 
would  be  given  and  transmitted  here. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Arnold, 
respecting  some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  to  General 
Schuyler,  and  of  a  talk  had  at  Albany  with  thirteen  of 
the  Oneidas.  They  seemed  then  to  entertain  a 
friendly  disposition  towards  us.  which  I  wish  may  not 
be  changed  by  the  misfortunes  we  have  sustained  in 
Canada.      I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.' 


TO    MAJOR-OENERAI.   OATES. 


IKSTBUCTIONS. 


The  honoralile  Cnntineniat  Congress,  reposing  the  greatest 
confidence  in  your  wisdom  and  experience,  have  direcied  me  to 
!^}poiDt  you  to  the  very  important  command  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  Canada,  with  power  to  appoint  a  deputy 
adjutant -gene  rat,  a  deputy  quartermaster-general,  a  deputy  mus- 
lermastcr-gcneral,  and  such  other  officers  as  you  8h.^^  find 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service.  You  are  also  empowered 
to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  the  army  in  Canada,  and  notify  the 
tame  to  Congress  for  their  approbation, 

'  Read  Jnnc  35th. 
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Vou  are  also  amhorized,  until  the  linst  of  October  next,  to  sus- 
pend any  uflicers  and  fill  up  all  vacancies,  transmitting  to  ihe 
honorable  Conijress  such  urder  and  suspension,  giving  your 
reasons  therefor,  and  specifying  the  particular  charge  made 
against  such  officer.  You  are  directed,  previous  to  your  depart- 
ure, to  consult  with  the  commissary -general,  and  concert  with 
hint  the  most  effectual  measures  for  continuing  proper  suppliesof 
provisions  for  that  department.  Vou  arc  in  like  manner  to  con- 
sult with  Colonel  Knox  about  the  artillery,  which  may  be  wanted, 
and  what  may  probably  be  procured  there  ;  and  whether  any  brass 
or  iron  field-pieces  can  be  spared  from  hence  for  that  service. 

Upon  your  arrival  in  Albany,  you  will  consull  with  general 
Schuyler,  in  regard  to  the  present  stale  of  provisions  and  store*, 
and  fix  upon  some  certain  means  of  forwarding  the  regular  sup- 
plies in  future  from  that  place.  At  the  same  time  endeavor  to 
leara  whether  supplies  heieiolorc  sent  have  not  reached  that 
departiaent.  and  by  what  means  such  lailures  have  happened 
that  a  proper  remedy  may  be  provided.  From  General  Schuyler 
you  will  also  receive  such  advice  and  information,  respecting  the 
operations^  of  the  campaign,  as  may  be  useful  and  necessary. 
Vou  are  to  direct  2II  the  general  officers,  deputy  quartermaster- 
general,  local  commissaries,  paymaster  in  Canada,  and  all  other 
persons  there,  or  on  the  communication,  without  delay  to  render 
their  ac<-0unlb  and  settle  them.  No  general  officer  on  such 
settlement  is  to  receive  pay  as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  nor  any 
lield-oflicer  as  captain  of  a  company. 

Upon  your  taking  the  command  of  the  troops,  you  wilt  give 
particular  orders,  agreeably  to  a  rule  of  Congress,  that  no  ofhcer 
shall  cuttle  or  sell  to  the  soldiers,  on  penalty  of  being  fined  one 
month's  pay,  and  being  dismissed  the  service  with  infamy  ;  thai 
all  sales  of  arms,  clothing,  ammunition,  and  accouiremenls,  made 
by  soldiers,  are  to  be  deemed  void  ;  and  that  the  baggage  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  is  hereafter  to  be  regulated  conformably  to  the 
rules  of  the  British  army. 

By  a  like  resolve  no  troops  in  Canada  are  to  be  disbanded 
there,  but  all  soldiers  in  that  country  ordered  to  be  disbanded, 
or,  their  tiroes  of  enlistment  being  expired,  refusing  to  rc-cntist, 
shall  be  sent  under  proper  ofiicers  to  'I'iconderoga,  or  such  other 
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p<Mts  on  the  lakes,  a»  you  shall  direct,  where  they  are  lo  be  mus- 
tered, and  the  anns,  accoutremeats.  blankets,  and  titensih,  which 
they  may  have  belonging  (o  the  public,  shall  be  delivered  up  and 
deposited  in  the  public  store.  You  will,  as  soon  as  possible, 
make  as  accurate  a  return  as  you  can  procure  of  the  troops, 
artillery,  arms,  ammunilion,  provisions,  and  scores,  which  you 
6nd  in  Canada,  or  upon  the  communication  with  Albany,  distin- 
guisbiog  where  stationed,  and  in  what  magazines ;  and,  if  pos> 
sible,  transmit  such  a  return  to  the  honorable  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  to  me,  once  a  fortnight. 

The  distance  of  the  scene,  and  the  frequent  changes,  which 
have  happened  in  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  do  not  allow 
me  to  be  more  particular  in  my  instructions  The  command  is 
important,  the  service  difficult  but  honorable,  and  I  most  de- 
voutly pray,  that  Providence  may  crown  our  arms  with  abundant 
success.  Given  under  ray  hand  at  Head -Quarters,  New  York, 
June  24th,  1776.' 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHOVLER. 

Nrw  York,  34  jatw,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  the  20  Inst.  I  received  your  two  favors  of  the 
15th  &  17th  by  Bennet,  and  yesterday  evening  that 
of  the  19  continued  to  the  20th.  with  Genl.  Sullivan's 


'  General  Washinpoii  hid  been  directerf  by  CongreM.  on  the  I7'h  of  jnne, 
lu  wn<l  (_>enentl  Gate^  into  ('anad>  rn  take  command  f>f  all  l)ie  force*  in  that 
province.  He  en|afcd  a  high  popularily  in  Congm*  at  thu  HnM.  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  writing  la  Waohington,  June  I3lh.  ufx  "  It  \*  mure  ifavt  prob- 
able, thai  CoRfrrcw  will  ordei  our  friend  Uales  to  Canada.  Hb  great  ahitilv 
and  viftuc  will  be  abtoluielr  neccsuiry  10  resiore  ihtne^  (here,  and  hi^  recoin- 
mcndations  will  alwa}*!  be  readily  complied  with.  Vou  will  Tind,  tb^c  greai 
pcmen  arc  giren  to  the  commander  in  that  di>^ant  'icparlmcni.  The  symem 
(at  Canada,  since  the  arrival  of  the  rommiiAioneri  here,  will,  ]  ho]>c.  be  of 
evtential  Acnrkc  to  our  officers.  All  good  men  pray  moil  lienriily  im  yoor 
health  happineu,  and  i.ucceM,  and  nunc  more  than  your  afleciionaie  Irienil." 

Adasu  wisbnl  to  have  Gftto  in  comtnmd  ir  (he  Evl,  bnl  th«  death  of 
ThflfiHu  rendered  it  nccew>r>  ir>  apj^ouit  him  to  the  nortbein  amy. 


Letter  and  return,  and  the  several  Copies  you  In- 
closed. The  accounts  transmitted  by  General  Sulli- 
van are  truly  alarming,  and  I  confess  I  am  not 
without  apprehension  lest  the  next  advices  should  be, 
that  the  unfortunate  defeat  and  taking  of  General 
Thompson  have  been  succeeded  by  an  event  still 
more  unfortunate^  the  destruction  of  a  large  part 
if  not  the  whole  of  our  army  in  that  quarter.  The 
weak,  divided,  and  disheartened  state,  in  which 
General  Sullivan  represents  it  to  be.  does  not  seem  to 
promise  any  thing  much  more  favorable,  and  is  what 
General  Arnold  appears  to  be  suspicious  of.  From 
the  whole  of  the  accounts,  supposing  the  facts  all  true, 
there  was  nothing  left  to  prevent  their  ruin,  but 
a  retreat."  That,  I  hope,  has  been  made,  as  the  only 
means  of  saving  themselves,  and  rendering  their 
countf)'  the  least  service. 

By  reason  of  the  succession  of  ills,  that  has 
attended  us  there  of  late,  and  this  last  one,  1  fear  we 
must  give  up  all  hopes  of  possessing  that  country,  of 
such  importance  in  the  present  controversy,  and  that 
our  views  and  utmost  exertions  must  be  turned  to 
prevent  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  into  our  colonies. 
To  this  end.  I  must  pray  your  strictest  attention,  and 
request  that  you  will  use  all  the  means  in  your  power 
to  fortify  and  secure  every  post  and  place  of  import- 
ance on  the  communication.  You  are  as  much 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  as  any 
man  can  be  ;  and  with  confidence  I  trust,  that  nothing 

'  Arnold's  IttCer  to  Sullivan  ik  printed  in  Force,  American  Arckivet,  Fourth 
SeriM.  vi..  796. 


you  can  do  will  be  wanting  to  effect  it.  If  the  troops 
have  retreated,  they  will  in  a  little  time,  I  am  hope- 
full,  complete  such  works  on  the  passes,  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  most  vigorous  efiforts  of  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  our  country' ;  especially  when  you  are 
assisted  by  the  militia,  who  most  probably  are  on 
their  march  ere  now.  Had  this  unfortunate  defeat 
not  happened,  the  militia  were  designed,  not  only  to 
reinforce  the  army  in  Canada,  but  to  keep  up  the 
communication  with  chat  province,  as  you  will  see  by 
recurring  to  the  resolve  directing  them  to  be  em- 
ployed.' 

*  Mr.  Hawlcy  pmicd  this  nibject  in  his  l«R«n  of  sist  >nd  371I1  pf  J«nc : 

"The  meet  inapomni  mMterv  arc  nJon  to  lie  decMcd  by  aims.  Unhappy  It 
is  for  the  MuBac^iiudth.  and  I  fear  for  the  whole  contiocni,  thu  ai  this  kcuod 
wrc  have  a  numerotii  assembly.  More  than  one  half  [he  Hoii^eannewmcmbere. 
Theit  deciiions  arc  most  aJflictiiiKly  nlaw.  when  every  thing  oilU  for  the  ulmont 
anlor  and  despatch.  The  Lont  have  mercy  upon  im  !  Thr*  colony,  I  ima^^ne, 
will  raiae  (he  men  required  by  Congress,  before  snow  falU,  but  Ln  noseuiOB  for 
ihe  rdicf  o<  either  New  York  ox  Canada.  Pray,  Sir.  conuderwhai  thercU  to  be 
done.  It  is  my  clear  opinion,  that  there  will  not  a  sinElc  company  move  in 
thia  colony  for  either  of  those  places  ihe.ie  three  wect.-i.  1  hnow,  Sir,  it  will 
*e«  you  :  but  you  will  not  he  alone  in  the  vexalion.  My  suul  at  time*  w 
ready  to  die  within  mc.  ai  ulhci*  my  blood  to  preai  out  at  ihe  pore*  nf  my  body. 
Hal  what  fhM  be  thr  rippdicntu  ?  I  never  w.is  good  at  them.  l(  I  may  xay 
it.  I  am  a>loiii«he<:1  at  the  policy  of  Consress.  in  ofdcring  more  re^mcnl^  hcrr. 
iMtcad  ot  ordering  ihote,  whidi  arc  here,  lo  parts  where  (hey  arc  intinitcly  more 
■wednl ;  but  my  opinion  is  little  worth.     Such  as  it  U.  I  have  given  it." 

"  For  God '9  sake,  if  it  i<i  pmsihle.  let  all  Ward '»  people  he  i it»l a ntly  ordered  la 
Canada,  or  to  some  place  where  they  arc  more  needed  than  here.  Pray,  Sir. 
conaidcr  ihal  they  are  officered,  aimed,  and  equipped,  in  all  renpeci*.  Every 
thing  i*  to  be  done  (or  the  militia.  (>ur  people  will  fight  here/n>  art'i  ft  ftxit ; 
but  v»ry  few  of  them,  believe  mc,  will  be  got  10  Canada  this  year.  [  pray  your 
Eiwilf  cy'»  ]>ardon  (or  my  troublctomc  rvpciiiion  of  this  matter  to  you.  I  am 
beiv.  and  ue  the  tmc  state  and  posture  of  awaits.  No  place  on  the  cAntinent 
I  conceive  i*  more  >ecure  than  Boston. " 

"  The  riotoD*  behavior  of  some  »oldier»  of  ihe  Continental  army,  yeaterday 
and  ibe  eveoing  before,  hat  BUed  the  General  n>ith  much  r^ret  and  concern  ; 
and  layi  him  wider  the  disagreeable  nccc»tty  of  dKlanog,  that  if  ihc  like  he- 
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Major-General  Gatt».  whom  Congress  had  ap- 
pointed to  command  after  General  Thomas's  death, 
will  set  out  to-morrow  and  take  with  him  one  hundred 
Barrells  of  powder  out  of  which  the  supplies  neces- 
sary for  the  dififercnt  posts  must  be  drawn. 

I  have  also  directed  Col.  Knox  to  send  up  the 
Cannon  you  wrote  for,  if  they  can  be  possibly  spared 
from  hence,  with  some  artillerists.  &c,  a  proper 
quantity  of  Ball  and  other  necessaries  for  them,  and 
will  in  every  instance  afford  you  all  the  assistance  I 
can.  At  the  same  time  \  wish  if  there  are  any  Can- 
non at  Ticonderoga,  or  other  necessaries  there  or 
elsewhere,  that  you  may  want  and  which  can  be 
spared  for  any  other  post  or  purpose,  that  yon  would 
get  them  in  preference  to  any  here,  as  the  number  we 
have  is  not  more  [than]  sufficient  for  the  extensive 
and  important  works  necessary  to  be  maintained  for 
the  defence  of  this  place. 

In  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners 
for  raising  two  companies  of  the  Mohekans  or  and 
Connecticut  Indians,  they  appear  to  me  not  to  answer 
the  views  of  Congress,  as  I  presume  they  live  within 
the  Government  of  Connecticut  and  are  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  same  light  with  its  Inhabitants  ;  and  that 
their  design   was  extended  to  those  who  were   not 

haviour  ahonld  be  pnutisei)  agiin,  th«  unhoni  will  be  brenghl  to  the  .sererest 
punishment,  iJ  taken,  or  treated  ■*  a  cnmmoii  enemy  if  Ihcy  dare  to  rerist. 
Men  arc  iiol  to  cv\-c  out  remedies  for  thrm>>elvE»  If  llicy  trr  injured  in  any 
mpccC,  ihcrc  iire  legal  moiln  to  obtain  relief,  and  ju>i  romploinU  will  alwmy* 
he  .mended  to  and  redressed,  li  thoidd  be  ihe  pride  o(  a  soldier  to  condoci 
himxelf  in  Ruch  a  manner,  a&  (o  olilain  the  applaute  and  not  the  rqiraach  of  a 
people  he  »  Mnt  \a  defend  :  and  it  should  be  the  buhineis  a«  it  in  the  duty  of 
an  officer  to  inculcate  and  enforce  th)*  doclrinc  " 
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livers  among  ws,  and  were  of  Hostile  character  or 
doubtfull  friendship.  But  in  this  I  may  be  mistaken 
and  there  may  be  a  necessity  of  engaging  those  you 
have  to  secure  their  Interest. 

As  to  your  doubts  about  the  Officer  Commanding  in 
Canada,  his  right  to  punish  capitally,  I  should  suppose 
that  necessity,  independent  of  any  thing  else,  would 
Justify  the  exercise  of  such  an  authority;  but  Con- 
gress having  determined,  that  the  Commanding  officer 
there  should  inflict  exemplary  punishmt  on  those 
who  violate  the  militarj*  regulations  established  by 
them  has  put  the  matter  out  of  question  and  I  appre- 
hend everj'  Commander  there  has  such  power  and  of 
right  may  and  should  exercise  it. 

As  Colonel  Parsons  has  requested  you  to  send 
down  the  person,  who  is  supposed  to  have  murdered 
his  brother,  I  have  no  objection  to  your  doing  it, 
if  you  judge  necessar)'.  He,  from  what  I  have  been 
told,  designs  to  apply  to  Congress  for  instituting 
some  mode  of  trial  for  the  offence. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


FORGED  LETTER. 
TO    MR.S.  WASHINGTON. 


S4  Jane,  1776. 


MV  [iKAKlUiT  l.trr.  AND  Ixvvx, 

Vott  have  hart  me.  I  know  not  hnw  much,  by  the  inMna^don  in  yont  hut, 
ttui  my  letlen  to  yon  have  Inicly  Itt^n  Irvt  frcqiicnl,  hcc«utc  I  have  felt  )ci>b 
concern  (or  you.  The  !tiia.pi<:inn  i*  mo*!  unjust ;— may  [  nol  nrfd,  it  i*  matt  me 
kind  t  Hsve  we  tived,  now  rtlmoul  a  «cnr«  a(  yearx,  in  the  cloMti  and  drmreit 
conjugal  inlinuicy  In  wi  little  purpose,  that,  «n  an  appearance  nnly  of  inattea- 
tion  luyiiu,  'nil  whicli  ynu  might  have  accounted  Inr  1.11  a  (hoiiKand  wajv  more 
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nfttnr&l  and  more  probable,  jrou  ditiuld  pitch  upon  that  nngle  motive  which 
alone  »  injurious  to  me?  I  have  not,  I  own,  wrote sooften  to  you  *.%  1  wished 
and  as  I  ought.  But  think  of  my  situation,  and  then  ask  your  heail.  if  I  be 
without txcmie.  Wc  are  not  my  dearcil,  in  circumstances  the  most  favorable 
to  out  happiness :  ImiI  let  lu  not,  1  beseech  you,  idly  make  them  worse,  by  in- 
dulging suspicions  and  apprehensions  which  minds  in  distress  are  but  apt  to 
gire  way  10.  I  never  was,  %i>  )'ou  hove  often  told  me,  even  in  my  better  and 
more  disengaged  dnys,  so  altenlivr  tn  [he  little  puncliliins  of  frienrlahip,  ba,  it 
may  he,  became  me  :  Init  my  hcnrt  telh  me.  there  never  wa«  a  moment  in  ray 
life,  .'lince  1  firai  knew  yoii,  in  which  it  did  not  cleave  and  cling  tn  you  with  the 
warmest  affection  ;  and  it  must  cease  to  lieat.  ere  it  can  cease  to  wish  lor  your 
happineM,  above  any  thing  nn  earth. 

I  congratulate  you  most  cordially  on  the  fair  preapect  of  mccnreiy  of  your 
amiable  daughlcr-in-lnw  :  nor  can  I  wonder,  that  thid  second  losi  of  a  litiic  one 
■hould  afCcct  you,  I  fear  the  fatigues  of  tbc  journey,  and  tlic  peqictual  .ngila- 
tion»  of  a  camp,  were  too  much  for  her.  They  are,  however,  both  young  and 
liealthjf ;  so  that  there  can  be  little  doubl  of  their  won  repairing  the  loss. 

And  now  will  my  dearest  love  permit  mc,  a  liltic  more  earnestly  than  I  have 
ever  yet  done,  lo  press  you  to  consent  to  that  so  ncccswry,  so  safe  and  »o  easy, 
though  so  dreadful  .1  thing— 'fhc  being  intioculated.  It  was  atwaya  advisable  ; 
but  at  this  jnncture  it  seems  to  be  almost  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am  far  from  sure,  that,  that  revtiess  madman,  our  qnondam  Governor,  from 
the  mere  lust  of  Hning  mischief,  wilt  not  snon  betake  himself  to  the  carrying  on 
a  predatory  war  in  our  rivers.  And  as  I'olomack  will  certainly  be  thought 
most  favorable  fur  his  purposes,  a*  affording  him  scope  lo  keep  wilhonC  the 
reach  of  annoyance.  I  have  little  reason,  to  flatlrr  myself  that  it  would,  not  be 
particularly  pleasing  In  him,  10  vent  hts  spite  at  my  house.  Let  him  ,  it  would 
aflfeci  me  only  ai  i(  might  affect  you  ;  and,  for  this  rcaaon,  among  others,  1 
wish  you  out  of  hrs  reach.  Vet  I  thinV  I  would  not  have  you  quit  your  bouse, 
professedly,  fmm  an  apprehension  of  a  visit  from  him.  An  appearance  of 
fearfulnens  and  timidity,  even  in  a  woman  of  my  family,  might  have  a  bad 
clfecl  ;  but,  1  mukl  be  something  more  or  less  than  man,  not  to  wish  you  out  iif 
the  way  of  a  danger,  which  to  say  the  least,  must  be  disngrceabLe  to  you,  and 
could  du  good  lo  no  one.  All  this  makes  fnr  your  going  to  Philadelphia,  a 
place  of  perfect  security  ;  and  it  would  almost  be  worth  while  to  be  ionocu- 
tated,  if  it  were  only  for  the  fair  prelenceit  furnishes  you  with  of  quitting  Vi^nta, 
at  a  time  when  I  could  not  but  be  esccedingly  uneasy  ai  yoiii  remaining  tn  it. 
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But  I  ilatler  mjrvelf.  any  further  argtunnit  wjU  be  uoneccsury,  when  I  ilull 
add,  u  I  now  do,  that  till  ]rou  liairc  had  the  nnallpaii,  anxtoukly  aa  «lse  I  ^oald 
with  for  H,  T  never  atn  think  of  contenting  to  your  paonng  the  vrinter  hm  in 
<]iLartera  with  me. 

I  would  have  I.und  Woxhtngton  imtnediatrly  remove  all  the  arnnarrieti  and 
■oapjaook  of  (he  iJav«ii  («  the  iiuarter»  in  Frederick.  The  Harvesting  tnuiit  be 
got  in  by  hireling*.  Let  hint  not  keep  any  large  Mock  of  grain  Irud  nul,  e«pc- 
ciaUy  at  the  mill,  or  within  the  reach  of  water  carriage  ;  in  particular,  let  as 
Iktle  %i.  may  be,  be  left  at  Clifton'sk  iju.-irlen..  Il  will  not  be  too  lale,  cren  in 
the  llrd  week  of  July,  to  k>w  the  additiuna!  lupply  of  hemp  and  Hax-aeed,  which 
Mr.  Mifflio  haa  procured  for  me  in  Philadelphia;  and  which  I  hope  w31  be 
wiU»  you  before  thi*  letter.  For  obvious  reasons,  you  will  not  »ow  il  00  the 
Uand,  nor  by  the  water  vide.  But  I  hupc  you  will  have  a  good  account  of  your 
crop  on  ih«  Ohio.  If  Bridgey  continue*  tefractory  and  riotous  thcmgh  I  lioow 
you  can  ill  tpaie  him,  let  him  by  all  meoiu  be  tent  off,  a»  I  hope  Jack  Custi»'s 
boy  Joe  already  it,  for  his  Mucinew  at  Cambridge. 

My  ■itcntion  is  this  motneni  called  oPT  lo  the  dbcovery.  or  pretended  disicoT- 
cry,  of  a  plot.  Il  is  impoMible,  as  yei,  10  develope  the  mystery  in  which  it 
either  is,  01  is  supposed  to  be  involved.  Thus  much  only  1  can  find  out  with 
certainly,  that  il  wJU  be  a  Fne  field  for  a  war  of  llei.  on  both  aJdea.  No  doi^t 
it  will  make  a  good  deal  of  noi»c  in  the  country  ;  and  there  are  who  think  it 
useful  10  have  the  minds  of  the  people  kepi  confeiantly  on  tlie  (ret  by  nimors 
o(  tbia  aort.  For  my  part,  I  who  am  said  10  be  the  object  principally  aimed  at 
IB  h,  find  myself  perfectly  at  my  ea»e  ;  and  I  have  memioaed  it  lo  you  only 
^ron  an  apprehen^ioo  that,  heanng  il  from  others  and  not  from  me.  you  might 
!  that  I  was  in  the  midat  of  danger  that  I  knew  (u>t  of. 

The  perpetual  soliciluclc  of  your  poor  heart  abnut  me,  is  certainly  highly 
daliering  to  me  .  yet  !  should  be  happy  to  be  able  to  quiet  your  fears.  Why 
do  yoa  complain  of  my  reserve  ?  Or,  how  could  you  imagine  that  I  distrusted 
atihor  y«ir  prudence  or  your  fidelity  ?  I  have  the  highevi  opinion  of  tbcm  both. 
tlut  why  should  I  leaic  >'ou  with  tedious  details  of  Khemcs  ^nii  views  which 
are  pcrpctoally  varying?  and  which  therefore  might  not  improbably  mialead, 
where  1  meant  to  inform  you  ?  Suffice  it  that  I  My,  what  I  have  often  before 
lold  you,  thai,  as  far  a«  I  have  the  control  nf  ihcm,  nil  our  prcparationn  of  war, 
atn  only  at  peace.  Neither  do  1.  at  this  moment,  see  the  least  likelihood  of 
llioc  being  any  considerable  military  opcrutioLis  thu  scawn  ;  and,  if  not  in  this 
■csson  certainly  in  no  other.     Ii  is  impoKible  to  suppose,  that,  in  tlK  leisure. 
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and  quiet  of  wintei  qturtcn>.  men  will  not  h&ve  virtue  to  listen  to  the  dictates 
of  plain  coi&mcn  seniic  and  sober  iea«on.  The  only  true  interest  oT  buth  nides 
Is  reconciliation  ;  iicu  can  tlieie  Iw  ■  point  in  the  world  dearer,  than  dial  both 
>idc(  must  be  losen  by  war,  in  ■.  manner  which  even  ^eace  will  nut  cowpenbitie 
for.  We  mukt,  at  luc,  agree  and  be  friends  ;  fur  we  cannot  live  withoul  ihem, 
and  they  will  not  without  ua :  and  a  byeslander  miiibl  well  be  puulcd  to  tind 
out,  why  as  good  termit  cannot  be  given  and  taken  noM-.  ok  when  we  shall  have 
well  ni|;h  ruined  eacli  other  by  the  mutual  madneis  of  cutting  one  another' i^ 
throats.  Foi  all  these  reasons,  which  cajinot  but  be  of  obvious  to  the  Enslish 
CO  nuuissi oners,  and  uun>,  as  tJiey  are  to  me,  1  am  at  a  loss  to  imn|[ine  how  any 
ihing  cati  arise  to  obstruct  a  negotiation,  and,  of  consequence,  a  pacification. 
V'ou,  who  know  my  heart,  know  that  there  is  not  a  wish  nearer  to  it  than  this 
is ;  but  I  am  prepared  foi  every  event,  one  only  encepled — 1  mean  a  dichonor> 
able  pcocc.  Rather  than  that,  let  me,  though  with  ihc  loss  of  every  thing  else 
I  hold  dear,  continue  this  horrid  trade,  and  by  tlic  most  unlikely  means,  be  Ihc 
unworthy  inslmment  of  preserving  political  sccurily  and  happiness  to  than,  as 
well  as  lo  ourselves. — Pity  this  cannot  be  accompIUhed  withovit  &xiDC  on  mc 
that  sad  name.  Rebel.  I  love  my  king  ;  you  know  I  do  :  a  soldier,  a  good  man 
cannot  but  love  him.  How  peculiarly  hard  ihen  is  our  fortuiic  to  be  deemed 
traitors  to  so^ood  a  king  !  But  t  am  not  withoul  hopes,  that  even  he  will  yet 
ice  cause  to  do  me  justice  :  posterity  1  am  .lure  will.  Mean  while  1  comfort 
my.self  with  the  reflection  that  this  has  been  the  fate  of  the  best  and  btnvcst 
men,  even  of  the  Barons  who  obtained  Ma^iu  Cbarta,  whilst  the  dbpute  was 
pending.  This,  hoKcvcr,  anxiously  as  1  wish  for  it.  it  is  not  mine  to  com- 
mand :  I  sec  my  duty  ;  thu  of  standing  up  for  the  liberties  of  my  country  ; 
and  whatever  difii cullies  and  discouragements  lie  in  my  wny.  I  dnrc  not  shrink 
from  ii ;  and  I  rely  on  that  Being,  whn  h&s  not  left  to  us  the  choice  of  dntice. 
that,  whilst  I  conscientiously  discharge  mine,  !  shall  not  finally  lose  my  reward. 
If  1  really  am  not  a  bad  man,  I  shall  not  long  he  so  set  down. 

Assure  yourulf,  I  wilt  pay  ill  possible  nitcntion  to  your  rceommendaiiotLs. 
But  happy  as  I  am  in  an  opportunity  of  obliging  you,  even  In  the  smalleKt 
things,  take  it  not  amiss,  that  I  use  the  freedom  with  >-ou  to  whisper  in  your 
ear,  to  be  spnring  of  Ihcm.  Vou  know  how  I  am  circumstanced :  hardly  the 
promotion  of  s  Kuballeni  is  left  mc  And,  free  and  independent  as  t  am.  I  rc- 
iiolvc  lo  rcmnin  '.o,  I  owe  the  Congress  no  obligations  for  any  personal  favor* 
done  to  myself ;  nor  will  I  run  in  debt  lo  them  for  favort  lo  others.  Eicsides, 
I  am  monifie<l  to  have  lo  aide  of  them,  what,  in  nound  policy  (if  nihei  motives 


I 


had  bcvn  warning)  they  oughi  to  have  granled  lo  me,  unukerl.  I  cannot  ile- 
•cribv  lo  you  the  incanvenicncn  lhi«  army  «iiBer»  far  want  of  lhi«  conteqaeiice 
bring  given  l»  iit  LomtiiNiulcr  in  chief.  Itul,  3«  ihct«  inighi  be  incrcated,  were 
my  peculiar  situalian  in  thi«  rckpcci  genemlly  known,  I  forbear  -,  only  enjoininc 
you  a  cnutioai  kilence  on  ihis  hentl.^In  n  regular  army,  oar  Virginia  young 
mep.  would  certainly,  in  geneml.  mnkr  the  be«l  officers  ;  but  t  rrgrei  thai  ihey 
hare  boi  non-  put  it  in  my  power  juitly  to  pay  them  thin  coin|i1imeni.  They 
tliiUke  their  northern  allie* ;  and  tlii*  itinllke  h  the  Miurce  of  infinite  mischief* 
and  irexationk  tu  roe.  In  ihe  many  diiputck  and  quArreU  ul  this  Kori  which  we 
have  had,  one  tiling  !ia>  pailiiAdarly  struck  me.  My  countrymen  are  not  infe- 
cior  in  nndemtnnding  ;  and  ore  certainly  *u|>en'or  in  ttiat  dtnlinguiihed  ipirit  and 
high  »en3«  of  huiiur  nhitli  Jiould  furiu  the  character  of  an  offfoet.  Vet,  some- 
how at  olh«r,-il  forever  hAppcnn,  that  iu  every  altercation,  lliey  are  proved  to 
be  Id  the  wroiqj ;  and  they  expect  of  tne  aiienlloiia  and  |Mrtialiiie«  which  it  it 
not  in  my  power  to  shew  ihem. 

Let  me  rely  that  your  an»wer  to  ihik  will  Iw  Jaied  in  Philadelphia.  If  1  lun 
not  fcry  bu^ly  engaged,  (which  I  hope  may  not  be  the  case.)  perhapi  I  may 
find  ways  and  niean«  to  pay  yon  a  visit  of  n  day  or  two  ;  but  ihis  I  rather  hint 
as  what  I  wl^h,  than  what  I  dare  bid  you  expect.  If  you  «iill  think  the  frag- 
ments of  the  aet  of  greys  t  buughi  of  Lord  Botetourt  unequal  to  the  journey,  let 
Ltind  Waahington  tell  ihein,  singly,  or  otherwi&e  as  he  can.  to  the  he^t  advan- 
tage, and  purcbaae  a  new  tei  of  bayM.  I  could,  as  you  desire,  get  them  here, 
and  pethapi  on  better  lenua  ;  but,  I  have  a  notion,  whether  well  or  iUfoundcd 
t  know  not,  that  they  never  answcrwcll  in  Virginia.  I  beg  to  be  aBeciionutely 
renemiMTed  to  all  out  friends  and  relation<. ;  and  thai  ynit  will  continue  lo  be- 
lieve me  to  be  Vonr  mMt  faithful  and  tender  Hiuband.' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  27  June,  177b. 

Sir. 

I  this  morning  recei\"ed,  by  express,  letters  from 
Generals  Schuyler  and  Arnold,  with  a  copy  of  one 

'  **  The  letter  !^d  to  be  the  Ocnenl'i,  b  partly  genuine  and  partly  spurious. 
Thotc  who  metamorphosed  the  intercepted  original  cominitied  an  error  in  point 
of  time,  for  Mr..  Waihington  was  with  Ihe  General  in  New  York  at  the  date 
of  ((-" — JaJtn  /.aurriu  U  ktt  father,  93  January,  1776. 
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from  General  Sullivan  to  the  former,  and  also  of 
others  to  General  Sullivan  ;  of  all  which  I  do  myself 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies.  They  will  give 
yovi  a  further  account  of  the  melancholy  situation  of 
our  affairs  in  Canada,  and  show  that  there  is  nothing 
left  to  save  our  army  there  but  evacuating  the  countr)-. 

I  am  hopeful  General  Sullivan  would  retreat  from 
the  Isle-aux-Noix,  without  waiting  for  previous  orders 
for  that  purpose  ;  as,  from  Generals  Schuyler's  and 
Arnold's  letters,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  by  remaining 
there  any  considerable  time,  his  retreat  would  be  cut 
off,  or  at  best  be  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty.  I 
would  observe  to  Congress,  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  send  any  carpenters  from  hence  to  build  the  gon- 
dolas and  galleys,  General  Arnold  mentions,  without 
taking  them  from  a  work  equally  necessary,  if  not 
more  so,  here  of  the  same  kind  ;  and  submit  it  to 
them  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  as  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  us  to  have  a  number  of  those  vessels 
on  the  lake,  to  prevent  the  enemy  passing,  to  with- 
draw the  carpenters  for  the  present  from  the  frigates 
building  up  the  North  River,  and  detach  them  imme- 
diately, with  all  that  can  be  got  at  Philadelphia,  for 
that  purpose  and  carrying  on  those  here. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  another  cap- 
ture, made  by  our  armed  vessels,  of  a  transport  on 
the  19th  instant,  with  a  company  of  Highland  grena- 
diers on  board.  The  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from 
General  Ward,  by  last  night's  post,  contains  the  par- 
ticulars ;  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the  aist 
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and  25  Inst,  in  due  order  with  their  important  en- 
closures, to  which  I  shall  particularly  attend.  I  have 
transmitted  to  General  Schuyler  a  copy  of  the  resolve 
of  Congress  respecting  the  Mohickan  and  Stockbridge 
Indians,  and  directed  him  to  put  an  immediate  stop 
to  the  raising  the  two  companies.' 

The  Quarter  Master  General  has  been  called  upon 
for  stopping  the  tents  designed  for  Massachusetts 
bay,  and  ordered  to  forward  them  immediately — he 
means  to  write  to  Congress  upon  the  subject  and 
hopes  his  conduct  will  not  appear  to  deserve  their 
reprehension,  of  this  they  will  judge  from  his  rela- 
tion of  the  matter. 

Being  extremely  desirous  to  forward  the  intelli- 
gence from  Canada  lo  Congress,  well  knowing  their 
anxiety  about  our  Affairs  there,  1  must  defer  writing 
upon  some  other  matters  I  want  to  lay  before  them, 
till  the  next  opportunity,  which  I  hope  will  be  to- 
morrow, when  I  will  inform  them  fully  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Rations  having  desired  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral to  furnish  me  with  some  things  necessary  in  that 
instance.      I  have,  &c.' 


*  "  Allbougli  tlic  (.-omcniuioDen  have  undoubtedly  mi^Ukrn  the  intebtion  of 
Congma,  ytt  tlie  Icmik,  in  which  the  wsolve  J*  coiiccLvctI,  vk  '  Thai  ihc 
General  be  raijMnwcrcd  in  employ  in  Canada  a  niinih«r  n(  Indi.iiu  nol  excveding 
two  thouutiid,'  may  at  Tim  view  t>eem  to  cvnfine  (licit  employnicni  to  ihe  limilt 
nf  that  Province,  and  lu  give  n  IftUlude  or  (.-until met ii>n  ax  to  the  place  in  which 
Ibey  ate  to  be  rai&cil.  And  in  this  sense  they  must  have  been  understood  by 
Genera]  Schuyler  and  the  other  Commiuionen.  I  un,  however,  to  requeal, 
yoit  wilt  give  ordcni  to  have  a  slop  put  lo  ruling  the  Mohickan  and  Stockbridge 
Indian)  at  toon  a<>  pouiblc." — Hatuotk  t#  H'atAitj-ltiit,  35  June,  1776. 

*  Read  July  ist,  ond  referred  to  the  Bunrd  vi  War. 

"  Upon  Information  ihai  Major  Rogera  wa^  tnvclltI^[  through  the  country 
under  suspicious  ci rcnmOanccs,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  tiave  him  secured.     I 


TO   THE    PKESiUENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Nkw  Yohk,  3d  June.  1776. 

Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress,  con- 
tained in  your  favor  of  the  25  Inst :  and  my  promise 
of  yesterday,  1  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you 

ibrrvforc  «<;m  <ifler  him.  He  wu  ukcn  at  South  Amboy,  aail  brougbl  up  to 
Mew  York.  Upon  examinaiion,  be  infonDeil  uil*  iliat  he  came  frum  New 
Hampiihirt.  ihc  cuiinlry  of  hiv  u>uttl  nl^udc,  where  he  had  left  hh  ffimily  :  ami 
pretended  he  wx^  destined  to  Phi l«c1cl phis  on  buunc^i  with  Cangreas. 

"  Ak  by  hU  (jwii  t:on(c^Mtlll  he  ViaA  tnMHCii  Hml«i>u\  Kivcr  at  New  Windsor, 
niid  wa&  taken  wj  far  out  ol  hi>  propel  mnd  iliiect  ruule  lo  rhJUdelphin.  ihix 
cuimlileraliuii,  added  tu  the  lehjgib  uf  lime  he  hud  taken  l»  perfuini  hi>  )uur> 
ncy,  his  beinj;  round  iii  ?o  Mitpitit^us  a  plan  lu  Ainliuy,  kit  unuei:vssaj*y  &lay 
thcTc  on  preieriLe  of  getting  some  baggage  fnim  NeM'  Vurk,  and  an  cx{)ecta- 
lion  of  receiving  money  from  a  ptnoa  here,  of  bad  eh*racler.  and  in  no  eir- 
L-nin>laiicc!>  to  furnish  him  out  of  lii&uwu<itock.  the  MnjuA  re|>ulatiou.  aiid  hi- 
heing  an  half>pay  oDicer,  have  iiii;rca3icLl  my  jcalmnie*  almul  liini.  The  l»i*i- 
ne&4,  which  he  infarmt  me  he  ha«  wiih  Coiigre^v,  i>>  .1  seciei  riller  of  liis  services, 
lu  the  cdU  llul,  ill  iiise  il  »li<^ulJ  be  rejetlnl,  he  lutein  huvc  Ilia  way  left  open 
to  an  cmployiiieiii  iu  the  Eam  Indloi.  tu  which  he  i>  o^^ed ;  and  in  thai 
L'A^e  he  lilaEleni  himself  he  ivill  ohiain  leave  uf  t'ongre-M  In  go  to  Great  BriiaJii. 

"  As  he  liud  been  pul  upon  lii<i  pnrolr  by  Coii^ckv  I  Ihoughl  il  would  be 
impr<>|>ct  1(1  «lay  hii  prugrete  to  fliiladclphia,  ihuuld  he  be  lU  fact  cLestiiicd 
thilhet.  I  therefore  send  him  forward,  but.  (lo  prevent  impixiiion.)  under  the 
care  of  ■»  ufTioer.  with  letten  founil  upon  him,  which,  (rum  theii  tenoi.  leeni 
calculated  10  rvcommend  him  to  Congrcse.  I  submil  i(  to  ihetr  consideration, 
wHclher  it  wovild  not  be  dangcroui  to  uccept  (he  offer  of  his  services." —  tt'asA- 
iH^tOM  to  (he  Prendfnt  */  C^Mgrtss,  I7  June.  177ft.  A  couniiL  of  oflicei*  held 
on  ihe  S7lh  came  lo  ihc  tontlusiuo  t]iat  the  Major  wan  "  under  all  the  circnm* 
Ntanoes  iiol  t«  be  »ufiiciciit]y  relied  on." 

Congress  dinrrtcd,  July  6th.  that  Major  Roger*  thnutd  he  lenl  to  New 
Hampshire,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Bovefiiment  of  that  province  should  judge 
best.  He  wun  sfierwanli  went  over  lu  the  BritiKh,  accepted  u  comiuiMion  u 
eoJond,  imd  raised  the  famous  Queen's  Ringers,  a/lcrM-ards  caininaiidcd  by 
Sincoe. 

"Several  pcr^ions  having  been  detained  hy  Scntrie*.  noiwilhatanding  ihcit 

having  given  the  Cuuntcrkign  at  night  ;  and  otheis  in  the  dny  time  on   the 

wbarrcs  on  a  prctefKe  of  their  not   having  pa^ed —     The  General    forbids 

'''Bcticies,  and  any  SoHJcr  convicted  of  ihcm  in  (otere  will  be  punished. 

if  giiftrd;  to  be  careful  in  pottting  their  Scnlrie&,  to  make  them  ac- 

tnlh  this  QtAtr.—Ordfily  Book,  27  June,  1776. 


that  the  Cost  of  a  ration  according  to  the  Commis- 
sary General's  estimate  from  the  ist  of  July  to  the 
ist  of  December  will  be  from  8d  to  SS  York  cur- 
rency. 

Having  discharged  the  obligation  I  was  under  in 
this  Instance  and  finding  that  many  applications  havt; 
been  made  for  victualling  the  Flying  Camp.  I  would 
with  all  possible  deference  wish  Congress  to  consider 
the  matter  well  before  they  come  to  any  determina- 
tion upon  it.  Who  the  Gentlemen  are  that  have 
made  offers  upon  this  occasion  I  know  not,  conse- 
quently my  Objections  to  their  appointment  cannot, 
proceed  from  personal  dislike,  nor  have  I  it  in  view 
to  serve  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Commissary  General,  by 
wishing  him  to  have  the  direction  of  the  whole  sup- 
plies for  his  emolument,  because  whatever  rations  are 
taken  from  him,  save  him  the  trouble  of  supplying 
Provisions  to  the  amount,  without  diminishing  his 
pay,  that  being  fixed  and  certain  ;  but  what  Influences 
me,  is  a  regard  to  the  public  good.  I  am  morally 
certain  if  the  Business  is  taken  out  of  Mr.  Trumbulls 
hands  and  put  into  anothers.  that  it  may.  and  will  in 
all  probability  be  attended  with  great  and  many  In- 
conveniences. 

It  is  likely,  during  the  continuance  of  the  War  be- 
tween us  and  Great  Britain,  that  the  Army  here  or 
part  of  It,  and  the  Troops  composing  the  Flying 
Camp  will  be  frequently  joined  and  under  the  neces- 
sity of  affording  each  other  mutual  aid.  If  this  event 
is  probable,  and  most  certainly  it  is,  the  same  confu- 
sion and  disorder  will  result  from  having  two  Com- 


missarics  or  one  Commissary  and  one  Contractor  in 
the  same  Army,  in  the  same  department,  as  did 
between  Mr.  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Livingston  on  the 
coming  of  the  former  to  New  York. 

I  cannot  discriminate  the  two  cases,  and  not  fore- 
seeing that  any  good  consetiucnces  will  flow  from  the 
measure  but  that  many  bad  ones  will,  such  as  clash- 
ing of  Interests — a  contention  for  stores,  Carriages 
and  many  other  causes  that  might  be  mentioned  if 
hurry  of  Business  would  permit,  I  confess  I  cannot 
perceive  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  different  person 
or  any  but  the  Commissar)'.  I  would  also  add,  that 
few  Armies,  if  any,  have  been  better  supplied  than 
the  Troops  under  Mr.  Trumbull's  care  in  this  in- 
stance which  I  should  suppose  ought  to  have  consid- 
erable weighty  especially  as  we  have  strong  reasons  to 
believe  that  a  large  share  of  the  misfortunes  our  Arms 
have  sustained  in  Canada,  sprang  from  a  want  of 
proper  and  necessary  supplies  of  provisions. 

Mr.  Trumbull  too  I  am  informed,  has  already  made 
provision  in  New  Jersey  for  the  Flying  Camp  which 
will  be  stationed  there,  and  employed  proper  persons 
in  that  Colony  to  transact  the  business  incident  to  his 
department,  in  obedience  to  my  orders  and  his  full 
confidence  that  it  was  to  come  under  his  management. 
My  great  desire  to  see  the  Affairs  of  this  important 
post  on  which  so  much  depends,  go  on  in  an  easy 
smooth  and  uninterrupted  course  has  led  me  to  say 
thus  much  upon  the  subject,  and  will  I  hope,  if  I  am 
unhappy  enough  to  differ  in  opinion  with  Congress, 
plead  my  excuse  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken. 
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I  would  also  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congress  the 
necessity  there  is  of  some  new  regulations  being 
entered  into,  respecting  the  Chaplains  of  this  Army, 
they  will  remember  that  applications  were  made  to 
increase  their  pay  which  was  conceived  too  low  for 
their  support,  and  that  it  was  proposed,  if  it  could 
not  be  done  for  the  whole,  that  the  number  should  be 
lessened,  and  one  be  appointed  to  Two  Regiments 
with  an  additional  allowance.  This  latter  expedient 
was  adopted  and  while  the  Army  continued  altogether 
at  one  encampment  answered  well,  or  at  leiwt  did  not 
produce  many  Inconveniences.  But,  the  Army  now 
being  differently  circumstanced  from  what  it  then  was, 
— part  here, — part  at  Boston — and  a  third  part  de- 
tached to  Canada,  has  Induced  much  confusion  and 
disorder  in  this  Instance  ;  nor  do  I  know  how  it  is 
possible  to  remt'dy  the  evil  but  by  affixing  one  to 
each  Regiment  with  salaries  competent  to  their  sup- 
port no  shifting  no  change  from  one  Regiment  to 
another  can  answer  the  purpose  and  in  many  cases  it 
would  never  be  done,  the  Regiments  should  consent ; 
as  where  details  are  composed  of  unequal  numbers  or 
ordered  from  different  posts.  Many  more  Inconvenien- 
ces might  be  pointed  out,  but  these  it  is  presumed  will 
sufficiently  shew  the  defect  of  the  present  establish- 
ment, and  the  propriety  of  an  alteration. — What  that 
alteration  shall  be  Congress  will  please  to  determine. 

Congress.  I  doubt  not.  will  have  heard  of  the  plot, 
that  was  forming  among  many  disaffected  persons  in 
this  city  and  government  for  aiding  the  King's  troops 
upon  their  arrival.     No  regular  plan  seems  to  have 
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been  digested ;  but  several  persons  have  been  en- 
listed, and  sworn  to  join  them.  The  matter,  I  am 
in  hopes,  by  a  timely  discover)*,  will  be  suppressed 
and  put  a  stop  to.  Many  citizens  and  others,  among 
whom  is  the  mayor,  are  now  in  confinement.  The 
matter  has  been  traced  up  to  Governor  Tryon  :  and 
the  mayor  appears  to  have  been  a  principal  agent  or 
go-between  liiin  and  the  persons  concerned  in  it. 
The  plot  had  been  communicated  to  some  of  the 
army,  and  part  of  my  guard  engaged  in  it.  Thomas 
Hickey,  one  of  them,  has  been  tried,  and,  by  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  a  court-martial,  is  sentenced  to 
die.  having  enlisted  himself,  and  engaged  others.  The 
sentence,  by  the  advice  of  the  whole  council  of  gen- 
eral officers,  will  be  put  in  execution  to-day  at  eleven 
o'clock.  The  others  are  not  tried.  1  am  hopeful  this 
example  will  produce  many  salutary  consequences, 
and  deter  others  from  entering  into  the  like  traitorous 
practices.' 

'  "  After  Orders.  Thomas  Hickey  belonging  tn  ihe  General**  Goard  having 
been  convicted  by  General  (ourt  Martial  whcrro*  I  ol.  l'arsQn»  was  PreMdcnl 
oi  ihc  crimr*  of  '  Scdjtiun  uml  mutiny,  and  also  of  lioldiiiK  a  (reacberoui 
coirenpundencc  with  the  enemy,  (nr  the  moil  horrid  and  dclestnble  purpoKcx,' 
is  Miilenccil  to  su^er  Jtaih.  The  Geuenl  apprgves  ibv  »Dtmc«,  «ni]  orders 
thai  he  bu  haiigcd  tomoiTDw  at  Eleven  u' duck. — 

'■  All  the  officers  and  men  off  duly  hclangiiig  to  Gen'l  Heath's,  Spencer's, 
Lord  Sterling*!)  and  lien'l  Scoll's  Brigades,  tt>  he  under  Amui.  on  Iheir  respec- 
tive parades  nt  Ten  oVIock  lo  marrow  morning,  to  march  from  thence  to  the 
Ground  between  (ieii'l  Sjienccr'i  and  Lord  Sicrling'i  cncampiaenl*  to  altend 
ihe  exct-ution  of  the  above  »«tieence. 

"The  Provos.!  Marshal  immediately  lo  mftkc  the  ncccKsary  preparations 
and  to  .iticnd  on  that  duiy  tomorrow — 

"  Each  of  the  Dhtcadt  Maro^  to  futiiish  Ihc  Provost  Marsltal  with  twenty 
men,  (roin  each  EIrigade,  with  gnod  arm*  and  bayanctk,  as  a  ^ard  on  the 
prisoner  toand  at  lh«  place  of  ttxc^\Mn."^Ordt^  Book,  37  June,  1776. 

"The  unhappy    Fate  o(  Thomn*  Hickey,  excioled  ihii   day   fot  Mutiny, 


The  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  will  show,  that  some  of  the  disaffected  on 
Long  Island  have  taken  up  arms.  I  have,  agreeably 
to  their  request,  sent  a  party  after  them,  but  have 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  apprehend  them,  having  con- 
cealed themselves  in  different  woods  and  morasses. 
General  Gates  set  out  on  Tuesday  with  a  fine  wind, 
which  has  been  fair  ever  since,  and  would  soon  arrive 
at  Albany.  1  this  moment  received  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Davison,  of  the  Schuyler  armed  sloop,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  enclosed  ;  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  for  the  intelligence  communicated  by 
hinu'    I  could  wish  General  Howe  and  his  armament 


Sedition  aihI  Treauhtry  :  ihc  Griicral  hopei  will  be  a  wonting  to  every  Sol- 
dier, in  ibc  Army,  to  avoid  iho&e  crimes  and  all  olhcm,  so  dis^niccful  to  the 
characier  o(  a  Soldier,  and  pernicious  lo  Jii»  country,  whmw  pay  he  receives 
uid  Bread  he  cati, — And  in  order  to  avoid  Ihokc  Crime*,  the  mo»l  cerUtn 
method  i»  In  keep  nut  nf  lemptalinn  of  ihcfn,  nnd  patticiilatly  lo  avaid  lewd 
Wotnen.  who,  by  (he  Hying  Confe^ion  of  thti  poor  Criminal,  lii»t  led  him 
into  p^actice^  wliicli  cnde<i  in  an  untimely  and  ignominons  Death." — Ordfrly 
Bock,  38  June,  1776. 

The  hUtory  of  this  "  conupiracy  "  is  told  in  MiMuUs  a/ a  Cetufiraty  agaitut 
the  Likfrtifs  0/  America,  {"hi  In  del  phis,  1865.  This  n  a  reprint  of  a  pamphlet 
printed  in  London  in  [77b. 

'  I.iefilenani  Davi*on  gave  intelligence,  thai  he  hod  taken  fuur  priicfi,  and 
ihat  one  of  the  prisoners  said  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  nod  thirty  uil  left  Halifax 
for  Sandy  Hook  un  the  91)1  of  July,  General  Howe  liimsclf  being  on  board. 
When  the  priwncri  arrived  at  hcnd-quarfen,  they  confirmed  this  report,  stai- 
ine  that  ihcy  had  been  on  board  the  Greyhound,  one  of  the  vevieU  of  the  fleet, 
and  teen  lieneral  Howe. 

General  Howe  arrived  on  the  35II1,  and  the  main  liody  nf  hik  Reel  on  the 
Sqth.  the  Iroop*  being  immediately  di»eml)a»lceH  011  Stalen  Island.  Tryon  was 
an«  of  the  fimt  tn  call  on  ihc  General,  am)  the  two  concluded  (hat  it  would  b* 
an  easy  matter  10  reduce  that  pan  of  Amerii-a  to  Mibje^iion.  Reed  noticed 
that  the  "  «pirii  of  the  people  begins  to  flag,  or  the  approach  uf  danger  dis- 
spirits  them."  To  Ah  td/e,  30  June,  1776.  Mm.  Waaliinglon  was  sent  away, 
and  preparali(>n«  ntade  to  receive  the  enemy.  r>clay.  nnly,  wai  ilenired,  (hat 
the  raw  miltiia  Ihar  wa»  coming  10  the  camp  might  he  lepliced  by  ihr  e«pecied 
aew  lev|e». 
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not  to  arrive  yet,  as  not  more  than  a  thousand  militia 
have  yet  come  in,  and  our  whole  force,  including  the 
troops  at  all  the  detached  posts,  and  on  board  the 
armed  vessels,  which  are  comprehended  in  our  re- 
turns, is  but  small  and  inconsiderable,  when  com- 
pared with  the  extensive  lines  they  are  to  defend, 
and,  most  probably,  the  army  that  he  brings.  I  have 
no  farther  intelligence  about  him.  than  what  the 
Lieutenant  mentions;  but  it  is  extremely  probable 
his  accounts  and  conjectures  are  true.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S,  1  have  Inclosed  a  Gen'l  Return — &  It  may 
be  certainly  depended  on  that  Gen'l  Howe  &  fleet 
have  sailed  from  Halifax — 

Some  of  the  men  on  board  the  prizes  ment'd  in 
the  Lt's  Letter  were  on  board  the  Greyhound  &  saw 
Gen'l  Howe.' 


TO  ma;or-oeneral  schuvler. 

N'ew  York.,  38  Juac,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  25th  and  its  Inclosurcs  with 
Gen'l  Arnold's  of  the  same  date  I  received  by  yester- 
day morning's  Express — that  of  the  24th  came  by  to- 
day's Post.  I  am  sorry  General  Sullivan  in  the 
Situation  our  affairs  were  in  should  have  stopped  at 
the  Isle-aux-Noix,  until  he  could  obtain  orders  for 
retreating  further,  thereby  hazarding  his  army  with- 
out a  prospect  of  success,  and  rendering  his  retreat 
liable  to  an  interception,  or  at  least  difficult,  In  case 

'  Read  J«ay  I»t. 


1776] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


19] 


the  enemy  were  in  a  condition  to  pursue  their  vic- 
tory. For  these  reasons  I  cannot  but  approve  your 
directions,  and  I  hope  they  have  arrived  in  time,  if 
he  had  not  before  left  the  IsIe-aux-Noix,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  council  of  war,  and  joint  intercession  of 
his  officers.  My  letter  of  the  24th  would  show  you, 
had  it  been  received,  that  from  his  representation  of 
matters  I  thought  a  retreat  the  only  means  left  for  the 
security  of  his  army,  and  doing  the  least  essential 
service  to  their  country.  If  he  gets  off,  I  shall  be 
happy  that  our  loss  was  so  inconsiderable  in  num- 
bers, though  1  regret  much  the  captivity  of  General 
Thompson. 

I  have  wrote  Congress  about  Carpenters  on  Gen- 
eral Arnold's  letter,  and  having  none  to  spare  from 
hence,  have  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  their  send- 
ing some  from  Philadelphia  if  not  there,  withdrawing 
for  the  present  those  employed  up  the  North  River, 
deeming  it  a  Matter  of  Infinite  Importance  to  have 
a  considerable  number  of  Gundaloes  on  the  Lakes  to 
prevent  the  Enemy  passing. 

I  have  directed  the  Quarter  Master  General  to  pro- 
cure and  forward  you  the  Anchors  and  Cables.  Mill 
saws  and  files  if  to  be  had.  I  have  also  requested 
Colo.  Knox  to  examine  whether  some  more  field 
pieces  cannot  be  sent  up,  and  I  design  to  order  a  fur- 
ther Quantity  of  Powder  to  be  forwarded  you,  to 
Answer  two  purposes,  One,  that  you  may  have  proper 
supplies  for  the  several  Posts  and  every  contingency 
— the  other  because  I  do  not  wish  to  keep  a  larger 
stock  here  than  may  be  necessary,  least  any  unfor- 


tunate  event  should  cast  up,  and  wc  be  deprived  of 
more  than  we  are  yet  able  to  loose. 

I  would  have  you  make  ready  ever>*  thing  neces- 
sary for  taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwlx  ;  and,  when  you 
arc  prepared,  to  use  your  utmost  industry  for  erect- 
ing and  completing  the  work.  Our  most  vigorous 
exertions  will  be  required  in  every  instance.  I  am 
convinced  our  enemies  will  strain  their  every  ner^'e 
against  iis  this  campaign,  and  try  to  injure  us  wher- 
ever we  may  be  unprovided.  It  will  be  extremely 
proper  to  forward  on  the  militia  for  reinforcing  the 
several  garrisons  on  the  communication,  and  secur- 
ing the  different  passes.  I  wish  they  were  not  so 
slow  in  repairing  to  the  places  of  rendezvous;  but  I 
would  fain  apprehend  they  will  he  in  time  to  prevent 
any  attempts  our  enemies  may  have  in  view.  I  am 
extremely  sorry  for  your  indisposition,  and  that  you 
should  be  so  harrassed  by  the  ague  and  fever;  and 
wishing  you  a  perfect  recovery  from  it  and  a  speedy 
one.  I  am,  dear  Sir.  &c. 

P.  S.  Congress  by  a  Letter  I  received  from  the 
President  last  night  have  resolved  up  on  four  Thou- 
sand men  more  to  augment  the  Army  in  the  Northern 
department  and  recommended  the  colonies  of  New 
Hampshire  immediately  to  send  one  Regimt  of  mili- 
tia^Massachusetis  two  and  Connecticut  one — they 
have  also  resolved  on  a  bounty  of  Ten  Dollars  for 
ever>'  Soldier  that  will  Inlist  for  three  years  and  re- 
quested the  Several  Governments  who  are  to  furnish 
militias  to  do  it  with  all  possible  expedition.' 
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Our  Armed- Vessels  at  the  Eastward  have  taken 
some  valuable  prizes,— and  also  three  more  Trans- 
ports, safely  brought  in  with  about  330  or  30  High- 
land Troops  well  accoutred.  Captain  Nedel.  one  of 
Commodore  Hopkln's  fleet  took  two  also  with  about 
150  morc^hc  put  all  the  prisoners  on  board  one  of 
the  prizes  we  fear  she  is  retaken— the  arms  he  took 
into  his  own  Vessell — the  olher  prize  was  retaken 
and  again  taken  by  another  of  our  Vessels— Yester- 
day I  received  a  letter  from  !-t.  Davison  of  the  Schuy- 
ler Armd  Sloop  advisg  that  she  with  another  of  our 
Cniizers.  had  retaken  4  prizes,  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  Grey  Hound  Man  of  War— the  prisoners  on 
board  the  prizes  Informed  the  Lt.  that  Genl.  Howe 
was  on  board  the  Grey  Hound  and  sailed  from  Halli- 
fax  the  9  Insl  with  132  Transports-  that  they  saw  a 
Vessel  the  Evening  before  standing  towards  the 
Hook  which  they  imagined  was  the  Grey  Hound, 
there  is  reason  to  conclude  he  is  now  there — The 
Militia  ordered  for  the  defence  of  this  place  come  on 
slowly — not  more  than  a  thousand  yet  arrived — our 
force  by  no  means  so  strong  as  It  should  be — It  is 

"  II  in  scarcely  neceutrr  m  mention  the  tnotives  en  which  Cnnenss  uted,  or  lo 
rxplkin  the  propriety  of  the  measure.  The  arrival  nj  r^enenl  Hufgoyne  with  a 
large  rcinfircrmenl.  ihe  known  chancier  t>\  thnr  olliirrr  lor  aclion  and  cnlcriirite, 
ibc  defeat  of  General  ThompiMn  with  (lie  Iroup*  under  his  conitnand,  aiitl  hit 
licing  made  priioner,  arc  %n  many  ci  reams  lances,  thai  poiol  nut  the  ahMiluie 
nwnaity  of  t>eing  more  npcdiliout  in  wit  preparaliont  lor  the  dcfvncv  of  that 
Pmrlnoe  [Canada),  and  ot  increasing  out  faice  there.  In  (hit  light  I  have  rep- 
menied  the  mailer  lo  the  Convention  of  New  Hampshire,  anil  the  Afiaunblics 
of  M iusachu»etts  Bay  and  Connecticni,  lo  whom  I  have  wroic  hy  ihjsexpreu 
in  ihc  mokl  preudng  language,  urging  ihcm  to  send  (amard  their  Militia.  A* 
an  additional  ericnura^-einotil,  the  TongieM  \\»\t  resolved  Ihul  a  bounty  of  i«n 
dollars  be  ^wtn  to  evrtj-  uiUli«t  who  «hal1  enlist  for  thtee  veart." 


said  and  I  believe  with  authority  that  20  Tons  of 
powder  and  2000  Sterlgs  worth  of  goods  have  got 
into  Providence." 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

New  VoKK,  39  June.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  your  favour  of  26th 
Inst,  and  agreable  to  your  request  shall  pay  proper 
attention  to  the  Resolves  It  inclosed. 

I  observe  the  augmentation  Congress  have  resolved 
to  make  to  the  forces  destined  for  the  Northern  de- 
partment and  the  bounty  to  be  allowed  such  Soldiers 
as  will  Inlist  for  three  years.     I  hope  many  good  con- 

*  "  Oflicvn  are  wllhoat  delay  to  Inspect  the  Stale  of  the  Ammucttion  which 
the  men  have  nnd  gel  their  Arm*  in  good  order  for  service  and  strongly  to  in- 
culcotc  ujion  all  Sentrict  c<tpecially  npan  night  duty  the  gre.iteat  vigllaiice  and 
aitenTt>on.  The  tioldicr*  on  their  part  lo  he  very  altenlive,  anrl  obedient  to 
these  orders,  as  a  carclcvmcss  and  neglect  may  lie  of  the  mosl  fatal  consequence. 

"  No  I'ctMinii  to  III;  pcrmiltcd  (<>  iniqiect  the  wrorks  without  leave  in  writing. 

"  ThcGcncral  re<]nest<i  the  Colunels  of  ihe  several  Regiments,  nol  In  depend 
wholly  upon  iheir  ofiicets,  in  complying  with  the  al«ne  onlei,  reiinecting  the 
arms  and  ammunitton  of  the  soldiers,  but  lo  pay  panicniar  attention  to  the 
matter  themselves  it  heing  ai  this  juncture  at  the  greatest  importance. 

"  After  Orders,  It  !s  not  Irnm  any  distmst  of  the  vigilance,  or  spirit  of  the 
inferior  of]iccr»  [tn  he  has  the  greatest  confidence  in  them)  th^t  the  General 
recommends  to  (he  Colonels,  an  attenlinn  In  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  iheir 
respective  rcgimenit,  hill  that  every  ofTicer  from  the  highe*!  to  the  loweat  when 
the  hour  of  aliacit  seeni»  fast  approicliing,  may  exeri  himtell  in  this  neceesarr 
duty,  and  li  is  pnrticulaily  recommended  front  the  Brigadier*  GcncmU  to  the 
Edsi^s  to  give  it  the  utmoM  auenlion," — Qrderiy  Rook,  aS  Jnne.  1776. 

"  The  General  eapei:ts  that  all  S'^ldiem,  who  are  entrusted  with  the  defence  of 
anjr  work,  will  behave  with  great  cooineis  nnd  bravery  and  will  be  particularly 
careful  not  lo  throw  away  their  fire,— he  recommendi  to  them  lo  load  for  their 
fimt  fire,  with  one  tnuskel  ball  and  four  or  eight  buck  ihot,  according  to  the 
al<e  and  strength  of  their  pieces,  if  the  enemy  is  received  with  such  a  (ire  at  not 
more  than  twenty  or  thirty  yardit  distRnce,  he  has  no  doubt  of  their  being  rc- 
pnteed," — Ordtriy  Book.  29  June.  1776. 
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sequences  will  result  from  these  measures,  and  that 
from  the  latter  a  considerable  number  of  men  may  be 
induced  to  engage  in  the  service. 

I  should  esteem  myself  extremely  happy  to  afford 
the  least  assistance  to  the  Canada  department  in  com- 
pliance with  the  desire  of  Congress  and  your  requisi- 
tion, were  it  in  my  power,  but  it  is  not.  The  Return 
which  I  transmitted  yesterday  will  but  too  well  con- 
vince Congress  of  my  Incapacity  in  this  instance,  and 
point  out  to  them,  that  the  force  I  now  have  is  trifling, 
considering  the  many,  and  inaportant  posts  that  arc 
necessary  and  must  be  supported  if  possible.  Gut 
few  militia  have  yet  come  in  ;  the  wliole  being  about 
Twelve  hundred  Including  the  Two  Battalions  of  this 
City  and  One  Company  from  the  Jerseys.  I  wish 
the  delay  may  not  be  attended  with  disagreablc  cir- 
cumstances, and  their  aid  may  not  come  too  late,  or 
when  It  may  not  be  wanted.  I  have  wrote,  I  have 
done  everything  I  could,  to  call  them  in,  but  they 
have  not  come,  tho  I  am  told  that  they  are  generally 
willing. 

The  accounts  communicated  yesterday  through 
Lieutenant  Davison's  letter  are  partly  confirmed,  and, 
I  dare  say,  will  turn  out  to  be  true  on  the  whole. 
For  two  or  three  days  past,  three  or  four  ships  have 
been  dropping  in  ;  and  I  just  now  received  an  express 
from  an  officer  appointed  to  keep  a  look-out  on  Stat- 
en  Island,  that  forty-five  arrived  at  the  Hook  to-day  ; 
some  say  more ;  and  I  suppose  the  whole  fleet  will 
be  in,  within  a  day  or  two.  I  am  hopeful,  before 
they  are  prepared  to  attack,  that  I  shall  get  some 
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reinforcements.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  attempt 
to  make  the  best  disposition  I  can  of  our  troops,  In 
order  to  give  them  a  proper  reception,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  ruin  and  destruction  they  are  meditating 
against  us. 

As  soon  as  the  Express  arrived  last  night,  I  sent 
the  Letters  for  the  Northern  Colonics  to  the  Qr. 
Master  General  with  orders  to  forward  them  immedi- 
ately. 

When  Monsieur  Wiebert  comes,  (I  have  not  seen 
him  yet),  I  shall  employ  him  as  Congress  have  di- 
rected.— The  terms  upon  which  he  offers  his  service, 
seem  to  promise  something  from  him.'  I  wish  he 
may  Answer,  and  be  sl<illed  in  the  business  he  says 
he  is  acquainted  with.' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Ntnv  York.  50  Jwie.  1776. 
Sir, 

1  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favor  of  (he 
29th  early  this  morning,  with  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  honor  me,  together  with  the  resolves  for  a 
further  augmentation  of  our  army.  The  battalion  of 
Germans,  which  Congress  have  ordered  to  be  raised, 

>  AntWDc  Felix  Wiebert,  »  French  engineer,  who  ctroe '*  with  such  ampl* 
itcoinnientlBCioTi  of  kU  skill,  that  the  Congees^  ire  <Ie^rous  of  bBving  him 
plKccti  in  a  situAiimi  where  he  vxvf  have  it  in  his  power  to  shew  it."  ffancjck 
to  tVai^tHgton .  I  July.  1 776.  His  service  appears  \n  have  been  shnrl,  a&  Gen- 
eral rulnam  wrote.  13  [leccmlicr,  177C1,  of  hj»  "  being  coniincd  in  the  i'rovosl 
l[uanl  in  New  Vurk  becsuie  he  refuHed  to  enter  into  the  wrvice  of  the  Enemy." 
Id  Kovembcr,  1779,  CoihmCHloie  John  Paul  Jones  appoioted  a  Colonel  Wjebcrt, 
"  ia  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes."  (;ovcmoT  of  the  aick.  wounded,  and  prii- 
onen  in  the  island  in  the  Texel.  '  Kead  July  in. 
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will  be  a  corps  of  much  service  ;  and  I  am  hopeful) 
that  such  persons  will  be  appointed  officers,  as  will 
complete  their  enlistments  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion. ]  shall  communicate  to  Colonel  Stephenson 
and  one  of  his  field-officers  what  yo\i  have  requested, 
and  direct  them  to  repair  immediately  to  Philadelphia. 
It  is  an  unlucky  circumstance,  that  the  term  of  enlist- 
ment of  these  three  companies,  and  of  the  rifle  bat- 
talion, should  expire  at  this  time  when  a  hot  campaign 
is,  in  all  probability,  about  to  commence.' 

Canada,  it  is  certain,  would  have  been  an  important 
acquisition,  and  well  worth  the  expenses  incurred  in 
the  pursuit  of  it  But  as  we  could  not  reduce  it  to 
our  possession,  the  retreat  of  our  army  with  so  little 
loss,  under  such  a  variety  of  distresses,  must  be  es- 
teemed a  most  fortunate  event.  It  Is  true,  the 
accounts  we  have  received  do  not  fully  authorize  us 
to  say,  that  we  have  sustained  no  loss  ;  but  they  hold 
forth  a  probable  ground  for  such  conclusion.  I  am 
anxious  to  hear  it  confirmed.* 

■  Congrcn  rewlved,  ihftt  (our  cDinpanies  of  Germini  ahonld  b*  raJwd  in 
PcniuylvaDia,  and  (our  coiiipAnicK  in  MnrylAnd.  They  also  rewlve*),  Iliai  (in 
vompanici  of  riflcmcii  iliuuld  be  ctilJilcil,  fuu.t  of  llicui  in  Virginit,  and  luro 
in  MsryUui'd.  in  <>crve  (ur  ihrcr  ir'ciu*,  and  be  foTnied  tncu  .1  n:|[imcnt  wilh  three 
COmiMluicv  olrcail)  raised  in  New  Vork.  Capt>iti  SlephcnMin  wm^  Appointed 
colonel  ii\  thii  leciRieui. 

'  President  Hancock  liiui  ^1(iltcIl  ;-  "  Th«  luat  u(  Cuiinda  is  undoubleiDy  mi 
>oine  accounts  lo  Ik  viewed  in  ihc  li^hl  of  a  misfurtune.  The  CDCilinent  has 
been  put  to  n  grcut  e):[>en»c  endeavouring  Co  get  jiouesticn  of  ll.  That  our 
oniij  ihouM  make  m  prudent  n  retreat,  a*  to  lie  able  lo  Mvr  their  baggage, 
cannon,  aminitnition,  and  «ck  (rom  falltntt  into  ihe  hand*  of  the  enemy,  ia  % 
circuiDstutn,  that  wilt  aQord  a  parttnl  consolation,  and  reflect  hoiior  upon  the 
oiKccn.  irfo  conducted  It.  Coniidcnng  the  iufierior  (orce  of  the  British  inwpii, 
and  a  retreat  unavnidablc.  every  thing  hM  been  done,  which  in  Huch  a  umailon 
could  be  expected.  In  short.  5iii,  I  am  extrctnety  glad,  that  our  anny  ik  likclj- 
lo  2"*  **''  ont  a(  Canada." 
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I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  an  extract 
of  a  letter  received  last  night  from  General  Ward. 
If  the  scheme  the  privateers  had  in  view,  and  the 
measures  he  had  planned,  have  been  carried  into  exe- 
cution, the  Highland  corps  will  bt?  tolerably  well 
disposed  of;  but  I  fear  the  fortunate  event  has  not 
taken  place.  In  General  Ward's  letter  was  enclosed 
one  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  who  was 
made  prisoner  with  the  Highland  troops.  I  have 
transmitted  you  a  copy.  This  will  give  you  a  full 
and  exact  account  of  the  number  of  prisoners  on 
board  the  four  transports;  and  will  prove,  beyond  a 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by 
the  British  troops  was  a  matter  neither  known  or  ex- 
pected when  he  received  his  orders.  Indeed,  so  many 
facts  had  concurred  before  to  settle  the  matter,  that 
no  additional  proofs  were  necessary. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  yesterday, 
I  had  only  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Forty  five 
of  the  fleet  in  the  Morning,  since  that  I  have  received 
authentic  Intelligence  from  Sundry  persons,  among 
them,  from  Genl  Greene,  that  One  hundred  and  Ten 
Sail  came  in  before  night  that  were  counted,  and  that 
more  were  seen  about  dusk  in  the  ofting.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  whole  that  sailed  from  Hallifax  arc  now 
at  the  Hook.' 


'"Since  ColDnel  Reed  Icfl  ihls  place.  I  hnre  received  ccrUtn  tnformUioD 
ffDin  the  Hook,  thm  Bboui  furty  of  the  encmy'ii  f^cci  have  arrivc^l  there,  and 
others  are  now  in  sifhi,  and  that  there  cnnnot  be  a  diMibt,  hui  ilie  whdc  fleet 
will  be  in  ihin  day  antt  lii-monow.  I  In-g  not  a  moment's  time  may  be  lost,  in 
■ending  forwsid  such  pilots  or  the  militia,  as  Culunel  Reed  ihall  mention.  We 
tre  so  vety  weak  at  tli»  pa%t,  that  I  mt)»l  beg  you  to  order  the  three  companiss, 
which  t  menlionec]  in  my  In&l  for  Slalcn  Island,  immediately  to  ihh  city.     If 
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Just  as  I  was  about  to  conclude  my  Letter,  I  re- 
ceived one  from  a  Gentn.'  upon  the  Subject  of  calling 
the  Five  Regiments  from  Boston  to  the  defence  of 
Canada,  or  New  York,  and  to  have  Militia  raised  in 
their  lieu.  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  and  shall  only 
observe  that  I  know  tlie  author  well,  his  handwriting 
is  quite  familiar  to  cne — he  is  a  member  of  the 
General  Court,  very  sensible,  of  great  Influence,  and 
a  warm  and  zealous  friend  to  the  cause  of  America. 
the  expedient  proposed  by  him  is  submitted  to  Con- 
gress.    I  have,  &c.' 

C(do.  Hewd  i«  the  commftnding  officer,  I  most  request  yaw  will  lay  my  several 
letlen,  wnllcn  lu  jrou.  before  him  Milhoul  ileUy." — Washinj^M*  to  hrtgaitier. 
General IJvingtton,  i<i  ]\x\v:.  177&. 

'Joseph  liawlc]',  A  iiuotilion  from  the  Idtet  it  ([ivcn  on  p.  175,  and  t^ 
whole  leliei  m»y  be  found  in  S^jftrk*.  CurrtspvfiJtnte  «•/  thr  JCnvlulivn, 
i.,  329. 

*  Read  in  Cungtos,  3  July. 

The  New  Jersey  Uonveiiiion  had  Oeclkrcd  (jovemor  J-'rankltti  to  be  >ii  en- 
emy lo  hi>  Kounlrx.  an^I  t  person  thai  might  prove  dangerous,  aud  had  decided 
thai  he  «hoiulil  be  cunHiieU  in  nich  pla^'c  and  amniier,  3\  (he  CoiuinenlaJ  Con- 
grcsi  shnulrl  (Hrccl.  On  con«idrring  hik  cuk,  the  Cougiens  oideicd  him  10  be 
«enl  under  guard  to  Governor  Trunibult,  in  Conuectieut,  who  wat  detircd  tg 
kdnut  him  to  hiK  parole,  untl  if  he  ibould  refuse  lu  give  it,  the  OoveniDr  was 
reqnesied  to  treat  him  agreeably  lothc  resolution!!  of  Con|p«»>  rcspectlitg  oiher 
priioneri. 

"  1  received  your  Eiivot  by  Mr.  I'leal,  and  launut  but  cuiuidcr  tiic  ulBcei  ul 
Mr.  FiBnklin'*  gusid  extremely  blamiiblc  fur  hit  vonduut.  It  it.  verlainly  his 
ioditpeniikl'lc  duly  tu  cundiiLt  Mr.  FranLclin  to  the  plsice  the  Convention 
have  ordered,  without  dvtay.  The  t:iri;unii[anccii  you  rcpreseui.  hi*  letter  lo 
hit  lady,  and  the  whule  cumplexion  uf  the  caae,  affurd  a  ^iruni;  ptchumplion, 
iiay,  much  more,  full  evidence,  that  he  ntean«  lo  ci,c-i[ic  if  possible.  He  sayti 
in  bl»  letler,  that,  '  during  his  respite,  the  time  btlwcc!!  his  u  riting  and  gelling 
•n  aniwer  from  CoDgrextt,  something  may  turn  up  to  make  hit  removal 
improper,  and,  at  any  rate,  to  gain  lime  will  be  of  advantage.' 

"  I  have  wrote  to  the  captain  of  hi>  guard  upun  the  »ul>ie(,~t ;  and,  3»  Mr, 
Ptanklin  has  evidenced  a  mo^t  unfriendly  dispoMtioti  tu  uur  cau&c,  oa  the  colony 
Csnvcntion  have  ordered  him  to  Coimeeticut.  for  refu.<ang  lo  comply  writh  nich 
tcnns  as  they  deemed  ncceruary  and  proper  loi  him  lo  enter  inio.  (o  procure  bis 
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Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  and  on  the 
same  day  several  ships  more  arrived  within  the  Hook 
making  the  number  that  came  In  then,  1 10,  and  ttiere 
remains  no  doubt  of  the  whole  of  the  Fleet  from  Hal- 
lifax  being  now  here.     Yesterday  Evening  50  of  'em 

liberty  lu  he  does  nol  propose  to  sign  the  parole,  which  ihtj  fotmed:.  but  hi* 
proposed  tcvemi  klltntion.t,  I  nm  of  opinion  your  committee  «honM  interfere  in 
th-c  matter,  nnil  |{ivc  imtiicdjjilir  orders  to  the  ofiicer  of  the  guard  to  proccci! 
with  him.  in  exccuiiui)  of  the  duty  when; with  lit  itcliiar^ird.  And,  further,  that 
if  you  apprehend  there  is  the  Ictuii  dAngei  of  his  being  mtued.  or  of  the  (^uartl 
appointed  lo  escort  him  l}cing  remiss  In  their  duty,  thai  yuur  Committee  ihoulri 
appoint  .1  strong  rwort  for  the  purpose,  and  direct  them  lo  aMt»t  tn  peiformini; 
Ihe  views  of  the  Convention,  and  to  conduct  him  securely  to  the  place  6xcd 
upon  to  raccivc  hicn.  I  have  cnclnited  the  letter  for  the  officer  of  the  guard, 
which,  huviiig  lead,  you  will  m\  Aitd  tranMutt       him. 

"  P.  S, — I  aiD  of  uplriion  If  Mr.  Fniaklin  i^lioult]  cwummu  Iw  give  the  Parole 
re<|uired  by  Convention  thai  the  ufficcr  has  no  power  it  itnLcsis  be  baa  beeti 
imiructed  by  them  to  do  it — &  )>hoiild  nut  delay  proceeding  with  him  if  that 
prupsilii.  H-fls  made  much  more  on  Acct.  of  what  haa  ticcn—  The  Letter  lie 
devigncfl  fur  Mrs.  Franklin  ihould  liv  taken  care  of  It  may  be  of  service.** 
—  WiitAiiigtoM  to  Cemmittie  of  Knrx,  Jo  June.  1776, 

•■  I  understand  tbnt  the  Convention  of  New  Jersey  did  resolve  that  Governor 
Kranltlin  •*•*■>■  an  enemy  to  tlie  Ul>ertiet  of  America,  and  that  he  should  be  con- 
ducted under  a  ufcguard  into  Connecticut,  and  for  thjit  purpose  he  was  com- 
initteil  III  youi  charge.  1  have  ihiN  ntorning  received  Information,  chat  you  h.-i\e 
halted  with  bim  al  liackcnMack.  1  would  enjoin  il  upon  you  to  »ct  oR  imme- 
diately, and  carry  the  resolve  of  Convention  iulu  cxccutiun.  Delays  are 
dnngeroni..  and  should  aiiy  accid«nl  luippcn,  yuu  never  loulil  answer  your 
neglect  to  our  much  injured  country. 

"  I  would,  therefore,  at;ain  repeal  lo  you,  thai  It  is  my  advice,  iromcdialely 
on  rccdpi  uf  thi^.  lo  trCt  forward  on  your  journey  with  GoTcrnor  Franklin,  and 
make  all  possible  despatch  for  the  place  you  are  ordered  to.  tiovemor 
Franklin  once  had  his  choice,  and  chone  Connecticnt,  and  't  is  not  for  you  to 
hesitate  on  frivolntii  pretences,  but  to  do  your  utmcMl  to  execute  the  orders  you 
have  received  in  every  ^laiticular. " — Watkingloti  {i>  Otflain  */  Cmyrivr 
FraniHit'i guard.  30  Jtme,  1776. 

"  The  Brigadicn  are  to  order  the  officers  and  meo  belonging  to  iheir  »eTer«l 


came  into  the  Bay  and  anchored  on  the  Staten 
Island  side.'  Their  views  1  cannot  precisely  de- 
termine but  am  extremely  apprehensive  as  a  part  of 
'em  only  came,  that  they  mean  to  surround  the 
Island  and  secure  the  whole  stock  upon  it.  I  had 
consulted  with  a  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress on  the  subject,  and  a  person  was  appointed  to 
superintend  the  business  and  to  drive  the  stock  off. 
I  also  wrote  to  Brigadier  General  Heard  and  directed 

Ilngnileii  (nol  on  iluty)  lu  march  from  tlieir  r»pec:tive  regimcnlul  parade  (o 
(heir  nlaiTD  posXi  at  Iriwi  once  eveiy  day  thai  they  may  begome  well  icqnftintcd 
tberewith.  they  are  to  march  by  such  routet.  u  are  leani  expcxed  (o  a  fire  from 
the  ihi[)ptn£,  and  it  ii  cipccccd  that  all  officers  from  the  highest  to  the  lowciit, 
will  make  Utcmaelve*  vrell  acquainlcd  with  the  ([rouiiil  that  thvy  may  at  any 
ihne  be  able  to  malcc  advantngc  uf  iL 

"  Upon  the  ait[na)  foi  the  vncmiet'  Appioach,  or  Upon  any  alann,  all  fatigue 
parties  are  imineiitately  (u  rc^jaii  lu  their  reii]>eclive  Cui)j«,  with  thvJtamii, 
amtnBnition  and  nccmiucmcuu  ready  fur  instaai  action,  the  working  parties  in 
no  other  inHance  are  to  be  Inlcrrupicd,  the  hnuhing  ol  mir  l.inet  of  defence 
and  other  works  cipcditiouily,  ii  a  tikOktlcr  <jl  so  much  conscctueocc  ihat  tlic 
Geiteml  i*  perMtadcd  from  the  kiioMn  ic«l  ol  the  troofii,  that  ofTii.'en  and  iiien 
wiU  itnnd  in  no  need  oi  arguinentx  la  Ktimulate  them  upuo  common  oxerliun 
Upon  the  oot-a»ion,  his  aiuiely  for  the  Iloitor  ol  the  American  Ami».  and  (he 
noble  cauHt  we  an  engaged  in,  not  a  dutruM  in  ihc  oRicera  care,  induces  him 
once  more,  and  while  time  will  allow  it,  to  recommend  a  thorough  In^peciion 
in  the  nten'^armi  and  ammtinition.  (o  see  thai  every  !^oIi)ier  is  complcitnl  to 
Twenty  four  Kotindv,  and  hat  a  good  Klinl  well  fiicd  into  the  lock.  In^hurt  lo 
be  well  prepared  for  mi  cng^cnicrx  a,  under  God  (whoie  ilivine  Aid  it  be- 
hoves UK  to  supli'Catc)  moir  than  ime  half  the  hatth."—Oritrr/y  Spoi,  June 
30,  1776. 

'"I  had  determined  to  dii«iiibark  the  armyatCravevendboyinLongliOBnH, 
and  with  this  intention  the  Heet  moved  up  the  bay  on  Ihe  itt  instant  in  the  cveo- 
ln(,  in  order  to  land  the  troops  at  the  break  of  day  neat  morning :  bui  being 
more  particularly  informed  during  ihr  nighl  of  a  strong  poKt  upon  n  ridge  of 
criggjr  hcighit  covered  with  woo<l  thai  lay  in.  the  route  the  aniiy  muit  have 
taken,  only  two  inile>  dintant  from  the  enemy'a  work*,  and  leven  from  Graves- 
end  .  .  .  I  {lecUnedtheundcrlnking."— 6'(vt^a///(<nu'/«Aim/6'<v>7;f Ormfrrn/, 
7  July,  1776'  The  landing  wa^  ma<]e  on  the  qth.  on  Staten  liland.  but  nol 
until  the  tath  of  AugnM  did  the  last  division  of  the  fleet,  bearing  the  Ifcftian 
auxiliaries,  enlei  the  harbor. 
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him  to  the  measure  lest  it  might  be  neglected,  but 
am  fearfull  it  has  not  been  effected. 

Our  reinforcements  of  militia  are  but  small  yet — 
their  amount  I  can  not  ascertain,  having  not  been 
able  to  procure  a  return.  However  I  tnist,  if  the 
Enemy  make  an  Attack  they  will  meet  with  a  re- 
pulse, as  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  an 
agreeable  spirit  &  willingness  for  Action  seem  to 
animate  and  pervade  the  whole  of  our  Troops.' 

As  it  is  difficult  to  determine   what  Objects  the 

*"  The  Ume  »  now  near  nl  hand  which  muxt  piobn^ily  detemniiie,  whether 
Anericuu  are  lo  be  FieetJipti,  or  Slave*,  whellier  they  are  (o  ha»'e  any  projiertf 
they  can  t*]!  llieir  own,  wliclher  their  IfuLi^e-,  am]  Fatni*,  nre  lo  be  (lillageJ 
and  dcMtruycd,  and  ihcy  cunsietted  tu  a  state  uf  wrclchcdEiaii  from  which  110 
hiunnn  eflorti  will  {irubably  deliver  them.  The  fate  of  unknuwn  milliutin  will 
now  liepcnd,  under  God,  un  theCoumgr  and  Condnd  of  this  Army.  Our 
cruel  and  unrclcniiiig  b^neiny  leaves  uk  nii  uhuicc  hut  a  brave  rcMntmiec,  i>c  the 
lUUKt  Abject  Suhtuinuwu  ;  ibi*  U  all  we  can  eiipect — We  have  ihetefoie  to  re- 
solve to  von<{ncr  or  die.  Our  own  Country'*  Honor.  All  laJl  upon  ut  for  a 
vigoroui  and  manly  exertion,  and  if  wc  now  shamefully  fail,  we  shall  become 
tnlamou't  cu  ihi:  whulc  Morltl — Lei  ui>  iherefon:  rely  ujion  (tie  goodneu  of  the 
cauie,  and  the  Aid  of  the  supreme  Being,  in  who^e  handv  Vicioiy  is,  Co  animate 
and  encourage  us  to  great  aiiii  noble  Actions — The  Eyes  of  All  our  Country- 
men arc  now  upon  us,  nncl  we  ahaJI  ha^-e  Cheir  bleumgi,  aii-d  praisu,  if  hap- 
pily we  nrc  the  instruinvini  of  saving  ibcm  (roni  the  Tyranny  mediialed 
against  them.  Lcl  un  tliurefoie  aiiiuiaie  and  eucoum^^e  each  other,  and  then 
the  whale  world,  that  .1  I^rccmnn  conleudiiig  for  Liberty  on  hii>  own  gruund  is 
superior  lo  any  slavish  Mercenary  on  cAtlh. 

"  The  lieneral  rccommentls  to  the  oflicen  great  cooliieu  in  time  of  action, 
and  to  the  Holdien^  a  strict  aitcntioit  and  riljcdicncc,  with  a  becoming  tiimncst 
and  spirit. 

"  Any  oflicer,  or  xoldia,  or  any  parlicolar  Corpt,  di«t  in  gushing  themselves 
by  any  acth  of  bravery,  and  courage,  will  nsKiiredly  meet  with  notice  and  le- 
wmrdK,  and  00  the  oihcr  liand,  i)ii>»e  who  behave  ill,  will  a»  certainly  be  ex- 
posed and  pnnishnl— The  General  being  rctolvcd.  as  well  for  the  Honor  and 
Safety  of  I't-t  Country,  u  Army  10  shew  no  favor  to  mch  ao  refuse,  or  neglect 
their  duly,  at  10  important  a  crisis. 

"  Evening  Order*. — 'Tis  the  General's  de^re  that  the  m«n  lay  upon  theit 
Anna  in  ihcir  Cent»  and  quarters,  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  momenta  warning,  ai^ 
there  is  the  greatest  likelihood  of  it." — Ordtriy  B«ek,  3  July,  1776. 
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Enemy  may  have  in  contemplation,  and  whether  they 
may  not  detach  some  part  of  their  force  to  Amboy 
and  to  ravage  that  part  of  the  Country,  if  not  to  ex- 
tend their  views  farther,  I  submit  it  to  Congress 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  'em  to  repeat 
and  press  home  their  requests  to  the  different  Govern- 
ments that  are  to  provide  men  for  the  flying  Camp, 
to  furnish  their  Quotas  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  Importance  and  will  be  of 
serious  consequence  to  the  Camp  established  in  case 
the  Enemy  should  be  able  to  possess  themselves  of 
this  River,  and  cut  off  the  supplies  of  Troops  that 
might  be  necessary  on  certain  Emergencies  to  be  sent 
from  hence. 

I  must  entreat  your  Attention  to  an  application  I 
made  some  time  agoe  for  Flints  we  are  extremely 
deficient  in  this  necessary  article  and  shall  be  greatly 
distressed  if  we  cannot  obtain  a  supply — '  Of  Lead 
we  have  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  whole  Campaign, 
taken  off  the  Houses  here. 

Esteeming  it  of  infinite  Importance  to  prevent  the 
Enemy  from  getting  fresh  provisions  and  Horses 
for  their  Waggons,  Artillerj*,  &c.,  I  gave  orders  to 
a  part)'  of  our  men  on  Staten  Island  and  writing 
Genl.  Heard  to  drive  the  stock  off  without  waiting 
For  the  Assistance  or  direction  of  the  Committee 
there,  lest  their  slow  mode  of  transacting  business 
might  produce  too  much  delay  and  have  sent  this 
morning  to  know  what  they  have  done. — I  am  this 
minute  Informed  by  a  Gentleman  that  the  Committee 
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of  Elizabeth  Town,  sent  their  Company  of  Light 
Horse  on  Monday  to  effect  it  and  that  some  of  their 
Militia  was  to  give  their  aid  yesterday.  He  adds  he 
was  credibly  told  last  night  by  part  of  the  Militia 
coming  to  this  place  that  yesterday  Evening  they 
saw  a  good  many  Stock  driving  off  the  Island  and 
crossing  to  the  Jerseys — If  the  business  is  not 
executed  'ere  now,  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  &c.' 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Nbw  Vi>rk,  4  Julx,  1776. 

Sir, 

When  [  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  30 
Ulto.  I  transmitted  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  1  had  received 
from  a  Gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Honorable  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  bay,  suggesting  the 
improbability  of  succors  coming  from  thence  in  any 
seasonable  time  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  or  to 
reinforce  our  Troops  engaged  in  the  Canada  expedi- 

*  Read  July  4lh. 

"  Thi»  vill  be  Knndcd  you  by  Coi.  Slevensou  wIkhii  1  have  ordered  with  ihe 
Csptamti  uf  ihff  Two  Rifle  Companich  from  Maryluid  tu  wnii  crii  Consres^. 
They  will  paini  ir>ut  such  measures  u  Ihi-y  conceive  must  likely  to  advance  the 
raifing  nf  the  New  KiQe  Ba)tal]ion.  ami  Ihe  penum.'^  ihcy  think  worthy  of  pro> 
motion  itut  h*vc  icrvcd  in  ihc  three  Cumpanie>^  here  agrecablr  In  (he  Inclo^od 
List.  T  ant  not  acquainted  with  tlicm  myself,  but  from  their  reporl  and 
re  commendation,  which  [  doubt  not  to  be  ju^t,  and  that  If  Coni^reot  will  please 
to  enquire  of  thein,  tbey  will  mention  other  pioper  persons,  for  Ofiicpn. 

"  Only  abotit  forty  of  the  [Iirte  old  Companies  have  reinlitiied,  which  I  ahall 
form  Into  one  for  the  prcwnl  and  place  under  an  officer  or  two,  till  a  further 
and  compleat  Atrangemcnt  in  made  of  the  whole  Battallion."—  Wathingtom  to 
ike  Pretidrnt  e/  CongrtJi.  4  July,  i??^.  Read  July  8th.  Referred  to  Roitnl  of 
War. 


tion — I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  from  a  variety 
of  Intelligence  his  apprehensions  appear  to  be  just 
and  to  be  fully  confirmed.  Nor  have  I  reason  to 
expect  but  that  the  supplies  from  the  other  two  Gov- 
ernmts.  Connecticut  and  New  Hampshire,  will  be 
extremely  slow  and  greatly  deficient  in  number — -As 
It  now  seems  beyond  question  and  clear  to  demon- 
stration that  the  Enemy  mean  to  direct  their  opera- 
tions and  bend  their  most  vigorous  Efforts  against 
this  Colony  and  will  attempt  to  unite  their  two 
Armies,  that  under  Genl  Burgoyne  and  the  one  ar- 
rived here,  I  cannot  but  think  the  expedient  proposed 
by  that  Gentleman  is  exceedingly  just,  and  that  the 
Continental  Regiments  now  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  should  be  immediately  called  from  thence  and 
be  employed  where  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to 
believe  their  aid  will  be  indispensably  necessary. 

The  expediency  of  the  measures  I  shall  Submit  to 
the  Consideration  of  Congress  and  will  only  observe 
as  my  Opinion  that  there  is  not  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  an  attempt  being  made  where  they  now 
are  by  the  Enemy,  and  if  there  should,  that  the  Mili- 
tia that  can  be  assembled  upon  the  shortest  notice 
will  be  more  than  equal  to  repel  it. — they  are  well 
armed,  resolute  and  determined,  and  will  Instantly 
oppose  any  Invasion  that  may  be  made  in  their  own 
province. 

I  shall  also  take  the  liberty  again  to  request  Con- 
gress to  Interest  themselves  in  having  the  Militia  raised 
and  forwarded  with  all  possible  expedition  as  fast  as 
any  considerable  number  of  'em  can  be  collected  that 


are  to  compose  the  flying  Camp. — This  I  mentioned 
in  my  Letter  of  Yesterday  but  thought  proper  to 
repeat  it,  being  more  and  more  convinced  of  the 
necessity.  The  Camp  will  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Amboy  and  I  shall  be  glad  [IfJ  the  Conventions 
or  Committees  of  Safety  of  those  Governments  from 
whence  they  come,  may  be  desired  to  give  me  pre- 
vious notice  of  their  Marching  that  I  may  form  some 
plan  and  direct  provision  to  be  made  for  their  recep- 
tion. 

The  disaffection  of  the  People  at  that  place  and 
others  not  far  off,  is  exceedingly  great,  and  unless  it 
is  checked  and  overawed,  it  may  become  more  gen- 
eral and  be  very  alarming.  The  arrival  of  the  Enemy 
will  encourage  it.  They  or  at  least  a  part  of  em  are 
already  landed  on  Staten  Island  which  is  quite  con- 
tiguous and  about  4030  were  marching  about  Yester- 
day, as  I  have  been  advised  and  are  leaving  no  Arts 
unessayed  to  gain  the  Inhabitants  to  their  side,  who 
seem  but  too  favorably  disposed. — It  is  not  unlikely 
that  in  a  little  time  they  may  attempt  to  cross  to  the 
jersey  side,  and  induce  many  to  join  'em,  either  from 
motives  of  Interest  or  fear,  unless  there  is  a  force  to 
oppose  'em.' 

As  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Ministerial 
Army  we  shall  have  to  oppose  this  campaign  will  be 

I  "  Th«  enem]''s  fleei  Is  now  come  up  within  twelve  mile*  of  ut :  and  yester- 
day n  larse  body  of  men,  with  Cortlatidt  Sicinticr  at  their  head,  luded  on 
Suien  Island,  and  dividing  ihcins«lvM  into  three  hodie.i,  traversed  the  whole 
liland,  with  a  view  of  collecting  itock  and  vegctahlc».  The  villainy  and  treach- 
ery of  many  of  the  inhabiiants  will  jjive  ihern  >ume  •iupplie&  ;  for  though  the 
General  took  every  methtxl  to  ^et  oR  (he  itoL'lc,  ffurce  excepted,)  they  coiitrivetl 
by  some  means  or  other  to  evade  it."— Xuii  le  AiV  vi/t,  4  July.  1776. 


great  and  numerous  and  well  know  that  the  utmost 
Industry'  will  be  used  as  it  already  has  been,  to  excite 
the  savages  and  everj'  body  of  people  to  Arms  against 
us  whom  they  can  Iniluencc.  it  certainly  behoves  us 
to  strain  every  nerve  to  counteract  their  designs  : — I 
would  therefore  submit  it  to  Congress  whether,  es- 
pecially as  our  scheme  for  employing  the  Western 
Indians  does  not  seem  to  be  attended  with  any  great 
prospect  of  success  from  General  Schuyler's  accounts, 
it  may  not  be  advisable  to  take  measures  to  engage 
those  of  the  Eastward,  the  Sl  Johns'  Nova  Scotia, 
Penobscot  &c,  in  our  favor.  I  have  been  told  that 
several  might  be  got,  perhaps  five  or  six  hundred  or 
more,  readily  to  join  us  if  they  c;in.  I  should  imma- 
gine  it  ought  to  be  done.  It  will  prevent  our  Enemies 
from  securing  their  friendship,  and  further  they  will 
be  of  infinite  service  in  annoying  and  harrassing  them 
should  they  ever  attempt  to  penetrate  the  country. 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  measure  and 
if  they  determine  to  adopt  it,  I  conceive  it  will  be 
necessary  to  authorize  and  request  the  General  Court 
of  the  Massachusetts  bay  to  carry  it  into  execution* 
their  situation  -and  advantages  will  enable  them  to 
negotiate  a  Treaty  and  an  Alliance  better  than  it  can 
be  done  by  any  persons  else,' 

' "  The  Board  of  War  brougbt  in  a  report,  which  was  laken  into  considets- 
tion,  whereupon,  Utiflvfii,  That  GencrmI  Waahinulon  l>c  veiled  wiih  dncre- 
lionary  power  to  call  lo  h\%  auistance  at  New  York  fuch  of  Uie  Continenlal 
regiments  in  the  MauachubirtU  Bay  its  have  not  already  received  orden  to 
march  to  Tic(>mlen.i|>B.  and  that  ihe  Genera)  Court  of  that  Siafe  be  requested  lo 
snppljr  their  plai:e!i  with  militia,  if  they  ihinW  it  eupcdienl. 

"  That  General  Watbington  have  permivdon  to  call  forth  and  ciif^age  in  the 
service  <A  the  United  Siaie»  to  many  lodiantof  Ihc  Sl.  Johns,  Nova  .Scotia  and 
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I  have  been  honored  with  your  two  favors  of  the 
1st  Instt.  and  agreable  to  the  wishes  of  Congress  shall 
put  Monsieur  Wiebert  in  the  best  place  I  can  to 
prove  his  abilities  in  the  Art  he  professes.  I  shall 
send  him  up  immediately  to  the  works  erecting 
towards  Kings  Bridge  under  the  direction  of  General 
Mifflin,  whom  I  shall  request  to  employ  him. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  General 
Greene,  an  extract  from  which  I  have  enclosed.  The 
intelligence  it  contains  is  of  the  most  important  nature, 
and  evinces  the  necessity  of  the  most  spirited  and 
vigorous  exertions  on  our  part.  The  expectation  of 
the  fleet  under  Admiral  Howe  Is  certainly  the  reason 
the  army  already  come  has  not  begun  its  hostile  oper- 
ations. When  that  arrives  we  may  look  for  the  most 
interesting  events,  and  such  as,  in  all  probability,  will 
have  considerable  weight  in  the  present  contest.  It 
behoves  us  to  be  prepared  in  the  best  manner  ;  and  I 
submit  it  again  to  Congress,  whether  the  accounts 
given  by  their  prisoners  do  not  show  the  propriety  of 
calling  the  several  Continental  regiments  from  the 
IVIassachusetts  government,  raising  the  Flying  Camp 
with  all  possible  despatch,  and  engaging  the  eastern 
Indians. 

July  ^ih. — General  Mercer  arrived  here  on  Tues- 
day, and,  the  next  morning,  was  ordered  to  Paulus 
Hook  to  make  some  arrangements  of  the  militia  as 

Penobvcot  iribcE,  as  li«  dull  jutler  nccnsaiy,  and  that  hr  b«  desirvd  to  write  to 
die  General  Court  nf  ih«  MaM>achiij4eti-i  Bay.  KqiicKtIng  their  aid  in  ihk 
buMnesis  And  informing  (hnn  that  Congress  will  reimburse  such  cxpcncc* 
KK  may  be  ncccMarily  incurred  in  conMqucnCc  of  the  for^oiii}(  reotutions. " 
~y«urnaU,  S  July,  1776. 
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they  came  in,  and  the  best  disposition  he  could  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  crossing  from  Staten  Island,  if  they 
should  have  any  such  views.  The  distressed  situation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Elisabethtown  and  Newark  has 
since  induced  me.  upon  their  application,  to  give  up 
all  the  militia  from  the  Jerseys,  except  those  engaged 
for  six  months.  I  am  hopeful  they  will  be  able  to 
repe!  any  incursions,  that  may  be  attempted.  Gen- 
erals Mercer  and  Livingston  are  concerting  plans  for 
that  purpose.  By  a  letter  from  the  latter  last  night. 
I  am  informed  the  enemy  are  throwing  up  small 
works  at  all  the  passes  on  the  north  side  of  Staten 
Island,  which  it  is  probable  they  mean  to  secure. 

None  of  the  Connecticut  militia  is  yet  arrived:  so 
that  the  reinforcement  we  have  received  is  verj' incon- 
siderable. A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  with  sun- 
dry enclosures,  of  which  No.  i,  a,  &  3  are  exact 
copies,  this  moment  came  to  hand,  and  will  no  doubt 
claim,  as  it  ought  to  do,  the  immediate  attention  of 
Congress.  The  evils,  which  must  inevitably  follow  a 
disputed  command,  are  too  obvious  and  alarming  to 
admit  a  moment's  delay  in  your  decision  thereupon  '  ; 
and,  although  I  do  not  presume  to  advise  in  a  matter 

'  A  (lillcienc«  liad  arit^n  between  General  Schuyler  iiiid  General  Catei  ai 
to  ibe  coininand  of  the  Briiiy,  Schuyler  claiming  the  chk-f  control  when  tlic 
an»r  was  on  this  side  of  Canada,  that  Conercss  c<nild  not  fnt  him  under  iho 
cmnnuind  of  a  ^onnger  officer,  "not  oblige  him  to  be  a  tuicide  and  atab  hi* 
own  honor  ;  IhnI  he  frankly  confessed  General  Gates't  superior  military 
4{(ulifi cation s ;  that  he  would  alwayi  advise  with  hin).  and  \Cv%  other  brother 
generalu,  and  that  if  he  wax  lUperceded,  it  would  (^ve  him  gr«ai  plcaiurc  to 
l>c  wpciccdcd  i>y  a  gentleman  of  General  Gates's  charac:ter  and  reputation." 
CongrcM  took  the  position  of  Schuyler  and  reeommendcd  the  two  gcner.tia 
"  to  carry  on  the  military  opcralionft  with  harmony  nnd  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be*l  [miinotc  the  pubLic  netvice."     J^urnais,  8  July,  1776. 
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now  of  this  delicacy,  yet  as  tt  appears  evident,  that  the 
northern  army  has  retreated  to  Crown  Point,  and 
mean  to  act  upon  the  defensive  only,  I  cannot  help 
giving  it  as  my  opinion,  that  one  of  the  major-generals 
in  that  quarter  would  be  more  usefully  employed 
here,  or  in  the  Flying  Camp,  than  there ;  for  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  observe,  if  another  experienced 
officer  is  taken  from  hence  in  order  to  command  the 
Flying  Camp,  that  your  grand  army  will  be  entirely 
stripped  of  generals,  who  have  seen  service,  being  in 
a  manner  already  destitute  of  such.'  My  distress  on 
this  account,  the  appointment  of  General  Whitcomb 
to  the  eastern  regiments,'  a  conviction  in  my  own 
breast  that  no  troops  will  be  sent  to  Boston,  and  the 
certainty  of  a  number  coming  to  this  place,  occasioned 
my  postponing,  from  time  to  time,  the  sending  of  any 
general  officer  from  hence  to  the  eastward  heretofore  ; 
and  now  I  shall  wait  the  sentiments  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  five  regiments  in  Massachusetts  Bay, 
before  I  do  any  thing  in  this  matter. 

The   Commissary   Genl..  has  been   with    me  this 

'  By  the  original  nrganiiation  o(  the  Ffyittg  Camf.  il  was  lo  consist  o(  ten 
thotmnd  mviL.  and  tu  be  pui  under  tlie  command  of  sncli  CDnltn«nul  oflicer, 
as  OencTil  H'a.'Oiingtoti  )>h(iuld  direct.  Thcx  men  m-ctc  to  be  obuincd  &t  ihc 
CAntmental  expense  from  the  miliiia  in  PcnnHylvanu.  Delaware,  nnd  Mary- 
l*Dd,  and  engaged  nil  Uie  t^t  ol  December  {ollowin|i,  unless  KOoncr  diKharged 
by  Congrca.  They  were  now  aucmbiini*  at  Auibur,  uodcr  ibc  (.'oiiimnnd  of 
Ceneial  Mcrc«r.  The  New  Jersey  tnililia,  cinnmanded  by  General  Livingston, 
mn  distinct  from  ihoKc  of  the  Flying  Csinp,  beinu  ciillcd  out  exprrwly  for  the 
defence  of  ihai  province.  Cougtess  «(i«rwBrd:i  augiuented  the  Flying  Camp 
with  four  butalioiin  uf  militia  from  PetuiiylTUiin,  and  three  Iroia  New  Jersey. 
yourmali,  June  3d  and  July  19th. 

'  "(.rccicral  Whilcoml)  rtlurncd  his  com.iDuiuon,  desiring  to  be  excused  on 
account  of  ogc  nnd  ■  diffidence  of  not  being  able  lo  aniwer  the  expectations  of 
CoiigresJi." 
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morning  concerning  the  other  matter  contained  in 
Genl.  Schuyler's  Letter  respecting  the  business  of 
that  departure. 

He  has  I  believe  in  order  to  remove  difficulties,  re- 
called Mr.  Aver>'  but  seems  to  think  It  necessary  in 
that  case  that  Mr.  Livingston  should  be  left  to  him- 
self as  he  cannot  be  responsible  for  persons  not  of  his 
own  appointment — this  matter  should  also  be  clearly 
defined  by  Congress. — I  have  already  given  my 
Opinion  of  the  necessity  of  these  in  matters  being 
under  one  Genl.  direction  in  so  full  &  clear  a  manner, 
that  I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  Congress  to  re- 
peat it  In  this  place.' 


TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL   WILLIAM    LIVINGSTON." 

Head  Quarters,  %  July,  1774. 

Sir  : 

Your  Favor  of  the  4th  came  safely  to  hand — the 
Situation  of  New  Jersey  is  such,  and  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  Inhabitants  so  justly  excited  that  I  have 
concluded  to  discharge  the  Militia  from  this  Place, 
except  those  from  Morris  County,  whose  internal 
situation  is  such  as  to  leave  them  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  Enemy.     These  I  have  posted  in  Bergen  in 

'  Rwid  July  6tlu  Regarding  the  dtfl«rence  l>etweeu  Avery  aod  I.i*ing*lon, 
see  Sfhuyitr  tn  tVaiiiugton.  1  July,  1776,  in  Spaiks,  Cerresfondme*  cf  tJtf 
Jtevciytitm,  1.,  947. 

'Commander  of  ihe  Kew  Jersey  mililia,  and  tt  this  time  ■laiioned  il 
EHiabethtf)wn.  He  littd  pnivioialy  been  a  member  of  ihc  Continental  Conprss, 
and  ■(rcrwardu  ltlU1^gut^bed  htm»lf  aa  ihc  vigilant,  able,  and  patriotic 
governor  of  Sew  Jerwy,  dtiring  the  moM  trying  period  of  the  Kvo)ation»y 
content.  The  Afemcir  of  hi*  life,  wrriiteii  by  Mr.  Sedt;wick,  is  a  jtut  and 
valuable  tribute  to  his  mornory,  as  a  lover  of  h»  country,  and  n  faithful  friend 
to  iU  Ub«ctiu. 
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Order  to  prevent  any  Communication  and  to  g^ive  the 
Enemy  Obstruction,  in  case  they  should  attempt  to 
land  in  that  Quarter  which,  with  the  Assistance  of  the 
Continental  Troops  posted  there,  I  hope  they  will  be 
able  effectually  to  do. 

The  Remainder  of  the  Militia  I  have  dismissed  as 
I  have  reason  to  believe  the  Enemy  is  waiting  for  the 
European  Fleet,  and  will  not  make  a  general  attack 
until!  it  arrives,— but  we  have  not  yet  one  Man  from 
Connecticut.  You  will  observe  I  have  dismissed  the 
Militia  from  hence,  but  have  not  discharged  them,  as 
I  am  of  Opinion  a  Part  of  them  may  be  usefully  cm- 
ployed  in  the  immediate  defence  of  the  Province.  In 
this  view  they  fall  properly  under  your  Command, 
and  I  would  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  station- 
ing them  in  proper  Places  along  the  shore  opposite 
to  Staten  Island,  so  as  to  relieve  the  inhabitants  from 
the  apprehensions  they  are  under  of  being  plundered, 
as  well  as  preventing  any  communication  with  the 
Enemy.  There  are  a  Number  of  People  in  Amboy 
who  will  undoubtedly  open  a  correspondence  with 
them  immediately,  and  endeavor  to  excite  disaffec- 
tion, thro'  the  Province^  now  they  feel  themselves 
under  some  kind  of  Protection.  If  it  is  practicable 
in  the  present  situation  of  things,  I  am  of  Opinion 
those  Officers  of  Government  and  the  notoriously 
disaffected,  there  should  be  removed  with  all  Ex- 
pedition to  less  dangerous  Places;  that  the  cattle  and 
Sheep  and  Horses  on  the  shores  contiguous  to  Staten 
Island  should  be  immediately  drove  back  ;  the  Eerries 
carefully  attended  to,  and  all  Boats  watched  that  pass 


or  attempt  so  to  do.  The  number  of  Men  necessary 
for  these  services  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  better 
than  I  can,  but  in  such  Emergency  it  is  better  to 
exceed  than  fall  short  As  to  Provision  for  the  Men, 
I  presume  while  the  Militia  are  employed  in  the  im- 
mediate Defence  of  the  Province  the  Expence  at 
least  in  the  first  Instance  will  fall  upon  the  Colony. 
How  far  the  Continent  will  reimburse  the  Province  I 
cannot  determine  ;  but  the  necessity  of  some  supplies 
being  collected  is  so  evident  that  I  make  no  doubt 
the  Convention  will  immediately  go  into  it.  In  the 
mean  time  I  should  think  no  person  could  run  any 
Risque  in  doing  what  is  immediately  necessary  under 
your  appointment 

1  have  been  the  more  induced  to  dismiss  the 
Militia  that  the  new  Levies  (or  6  months  men)  may 
be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  must  request 
your  exertions  for  this  purpose,  as  it  is  my  intention 
to  have  them  here  without  a  moments  delay.  Since 
this  Letter  was  begun,  another  of  your  favors  came 
to  my  hands,  informing  me  that  the  Enemy  have 
thrown  up  two  small  Breast  works  on  the  Cause  way 
from  the  Point, 

You  also  request  some  experienced  Officers  to  be 
sent  over,  which  I  would  gladly  comply  with,  if  in 
my  Power,  but  I  have  few  of  that  character,  and 
those  are  so  necessarily  engaged  here  that  for  the 
present  I  must  refer  you  to  General  Mercer,  whose 
Judgment  and  Experience  may  be  depended  on.  I 
have  wrote  him  that  I  should  endeavor  to  send  over 
an  Engineer  as  soon  as  possible.     From  all  Accounts 
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we  receive  I  cannot  think  they  have  any  serious  in- 
tentions at  present  beyond  making  themselves  mas- 
ters of  Staten  Island,  guarding  against  any  Attack 
from  us,  and  collecting  what  stock  they  can.  But  at 
the  same  time  it  is  highly  prudent  for  you  to  be  in 
the  best  posture  of  Defence  you  can.     I  am,  &c. 


TO   BRTGADIER-GENERAI.   WILLIAM    LIVINGSTON. 

)IeAD>QuAKTKR)i,  Nrw  Vork,  6  jBt)>,  s  o'clock  P.M.,  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  favor  of  this  date,  enclosing  Major  Duyckinck's 
letter,  was  this  moment  received.  The  known  dis- 
affection of  the  people  of  Amboy,  and  the  treachery 
of  those  of  Staten  Island,  who,  after  the  fairest  pro- 
fessions, have  shown  themselves  our  most  inveterate 
enemies,  induced  me  to  give  directions,  that  all  persons 
of  known  enmity  or  doubtful  character  should  be 
removed  from  places,  where  they  might  enter  into  a 
correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  aid  them  in  their 
schemes.  In  this  end,  General  Heard  had  directions 
to  apprehend  such  persons,  as  from  their  conduct 
have  shown  themselves  inimical,  or  whose  situations, 
connexions,  or  offices  gave  just  cause  of  suspicion, 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  persons  apprehended  ; 
but  suppose  General  Heard  had  good  reason  for  tak- 
ing hold  of  them.  However,  if  there  are  any,  whom, 
from  your  personal  knowledge  and  opinion,  you  think 
may  be  permitted  to  return,  T  have  no  objection,  and 
sending  the  others  to  Provincial  Congress  for  their 
disposal.     But,  as  to  the  former,  1  would  suggest  to 
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you.  that  my  tenderness  has  been  often  abused,  and  I 
have  had  reason  to  repent  the  indulgence  shown  to 
them.  I  would  show  them  all  possible  humanity  and 
kindness,  consistent  with  our  own  safety:  but  matters 
are  now  too  far  advanced  to  sacrifice  any  thing  to 
punctilios.  I  have  given  direction  to  forward  you  a 
Supply  of  Ammunition  but  must  beg  you  to  Inculcate 
the  utmost  frugality  &  care  of  it  as  we  have  no  super- 
fluity. This  supply  of  Cartridges,  some  loose  powder, 
&  Lead — If  you  have  any  occasion  for  Ammunition 
for  Field  pieces  which  the  latter  will  not  supply,  I 
will  endeavor  to  assist  you.  but  I  would  wish  you  to 
make  no  more  drafts  than  are  absolutely  necessary. 

Genera]  Mercer  has  just  set  off  for  Jersey.  In  his 
experience  and  judgment  you  may  repose  great  con- 
fidence. He  will  proceed  to  Amboy  after  conferring 
with  you.  You  will  please  to  keep  me  constantly 
informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy,  and  be 
assured  of  every  assistance  and  attention.     I  am,  &c.' 

'  Grnerfti  Howc'k  hc.til.<)uartcnt  were  now  at  Stnten  Ixliinil,  In  a  letter  to 
Lord  GflOTfic  Gcrmaine,  ilatcd  July  7th,  he  wrolc;— "  I  met  with  GoverDor 
Tiyon  on  t>oiml  of  a  thj))  at  ihc  Hook,  and  maoy  t>cnllem«Ti  fast  friends  (o 
^vcRimtnt  kttenclinghiin,  from  whom  I  have  had  the  fullm  information  of 
the  *Uie  of  Ihc  rcbcU,  who  mc  numcpoiis  and  very  advantngcouily  po§ted.  with 
itrang  intrcnchmrnlt,  l>oth  u|yAn  I^ng  Islanit  ami  thai  of  New  Vorli,  wiih 
more  than  untr  hun<Jicd  pieces  of  cannuii  for  Ihc  defence  of  the  town  tuwsnb 
the  VI,  anil  to  otiUmcl,  the  pauagc  of  the  Heel  up  Ihc  North  River,  beaidca  a 
considerable  Geld  train  of  uriilleiy. 

"  I  have  the  satiifAction  lo  inform  your  Li>r<iship,  that  there  is  gFeat  reason 
to  expect  n  numerous  body  of  the  inhabitant)  to  join  the  anny  from  the 
|tTovinces  of  New  VorV.  the  Jerecys,  and  Connccltcnt,  who  in  this  time  of 
onivcrsal  apprehension  only  wail  (or  ojiportunilics  to  give  proofs  of  their 
loyally  and  zeal  for  goTcmmcnt.  .Sixty  men  cnmc  oh-cr  a  few  dayi  ago  with  v^ 
f«w  arms  from  the  nei|;hhorliood  of  ShrcMiliury  in  Jeney,  who  are  all  de- 
nrons  to  serve  ;  and  1  undcnland  there  arc  five  hundred  more  in  that  qvorter 
ready  to  (oDow  their  example.     Thin  disposition  amoni;  the  people  makes  roc 
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TO    fiOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

Nkw  Yo»it,  7  July,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the  3d 
and  4th  Instant  and  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for 
your  kind  intention  to  afford  rae  every  Assistance  in 
your  power  at  this  Truly  Critical  and  Alarming"  period 
— The  situation  of  our  Affairs  calls  aloud  for  the  most 
Vigorous  Exertions  and  nothing  else  will  be  sufficient 
to  avert  the  Impending  blow.  From  four  prisoners 
taken  the  other  day  we  are  Informed  that  Genl 
Howe  has  already  about  ten  Thousand  men,  being 
joined  by  the  Regiment  from  the  West  Indies  and 
some  of  the  Highland  Troops  in  his  passage  hither, 
that  he  is  in  daily  Expectation  of  the  Arrival  of  Ad- 
miral Howe  and  that  nothing  would  be  attempted 
till  he  came,  having  come  from  Halifax  in  Conse- 
quence of  Advices  received  a  few  days  before  from 
England,  that  the  Admiral  was  ready  to  sail  with  a 
fleet  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty  Ships  with  a  lai^e 
Reinforcement  to  Join  him  here  These  Armies 
when  United  you  will  readily  Conceive  will  be  Ex- 
treamly  Formidable  and  such  as  will  Require  a  large 
and  Numerous  one  on  our  part  to  oppose  them — But 
yet  I  have  been  under  the  Necessity  of  Informing 
Col.  Silliman  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  subsist  the 
Horse  of  the  three  Regiments  ordered — and  if  it 
could  be  done  the  Expence  would  be  enormous,  and 

impnlienc  for  tlie  arrival  of  Lord  Howe,  concludiDf;  the  powers  with  which  he 
i>  fumiiibed  will  have  th«  bcit  ciTcct  al  tbii  cntical  time  ;  but  1  am  slill  of  the 
opinion,  that  pace  will  not  be  rentoreH  in  America  until  ihc  rebel  nimy  is 
defeated."— ,1/-S'.  LrlUr. 
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what  I  do  not  apprehend  I  have  authority  to  Assent 
to.  At  the  same  time  knowing' the  Important  atlvan- 
tages  that  may  result  from  their  Aid,  I  have  entreated 
his  Exertions  to  prevail  on  the  Men  to  come  them- 
selves— I  hope  on  the  one  hand  they  will  see  the 
propriety  of  my  objecting  to  their  Horses  and  on  the 
other  the  Necessity  there  is  of  coming  themselves.' 

'  "  I  WTDCe  Colonel  SiUimio  tcquainting  him  jl  wu  my  desire  the  mm  migliL 
come  on,  provided  ihey  could  leave  or  send  hack  Iht ir  horses,  whifh  Icllct  did 
nol  go  forward  at  »onn  a.^  I  tnifndecl.  Majnr  Sfarr  this  rtiDrnlng  witiled  on 
infotmiiiK  me  of  bit  itnivnl  with  liTty  of  the  Iroop,  tnd  IImI  the  rctil  were  on 
their  much.  I  have  ordered  htm  to  find  Mime  pasture  (ui  liin  horse  lliu  day, 
Knd  immcdiKiely  ride  forward  and  acquaint  you  that  there  is  not  more  forage 
on  hand  or  to  l>e  hod  than  is  ahoolutely  necesury  for  the  use  of  our  workini; 
and  artillery  horses,  and  that  it  is  my  decirc  your  mcD  may  be  hnlted  some  way 
in  the  rear  of  lhi»  iilace,  and  their  hor^w  sent  hock  ;  olherwisc  ihc  men  can 
only  be  a  mnth  and  a  check  to  the  service,  ai  Ihcy  cannot  ad  as  horicmen  in 
ci%e  uf  action,  or  if  they  could,  for*^  could  nol  be  fnuTid  to  Kiipport  them,  t 
think  it  absolutely  necessary  ihv  men  shaultt  be  here  till  the  new  (evict  all 
arrive  ;  but  for  the  aborc  reasons  shall  be  nccessitaleti  to  order  ihctr  return 
nnltu  they  can  be  penuaded  to  cone  on  without  their  horw:*.  I  would  not  he 
supposed  by  this  to  discourage  the  troops  of  hon«e  frcitn  heing  in  con*tant  read- 
incn  in  the  diflcrent  Stattt,  a»  I  am  fully  jierMiadcd  thcjr  will  bi-  much  inure 
useful  than  Ihc  militia  to  throw  in  uncceir*  lo  a  place  on  an  emergency.  I  am 
pleased  (o  see  wiih  what  Lheerfulocks  and  alacrity  the  troops  from  your  frav- 
ince  step  forwan!  to  ihc  B.^»i^lancc  of  Uieir  conntr^inen  wliencver  called,  and 
dooht  not  it  will  continue."    IViufiiHgtem  tn  Cel.  Thomaj  Sf^n^ur,  8  July,  1776. 

"Colond  Seynnoitr  arrived  yeslertlay  with  a  few  of  his  men,  when  I  ac- 
quainteid  him,  (hat  it  would  be  impoasihle  for  me  to  have  his.  horMs  remain 
here.  Foraj^e  i«  nul  to  tie  prucu*ed  ;  and.  if  it  could  be,  it  would  only  be  at  a 
great  expenite,  without  a  ungle  advanla)[e  arising  from  it.  The  men  ate  a1?io- 
luiely  necessary,  till  ihe  arrival  of  the  new  levic*.  Colonel  Seymour  is  lo  pro- 
pose  the  matter  to  them  llm  inoTniiiKt  ^nd  return  me  an  answer.  We  have 
inleUigencc,  which  may  be  relied  on,  of  l.utd  Howc'k  being  on  bin  pusage  for 
this  place,  with  a  large  fleet  and  aboui  fifteen  thousaniL  men,  and  he  is  hourly 
expected.  Ity  »everal  desericrs  from  Scalen  Island  and  the  ships  of  war,  whose 
accoanit  all  agree,  Gcnernl  I  lowe  proposes  no  attempt  on  at,  till  the  arrival  ol 
this  rnnfurieroeiK,  when,  it  it  said,  witli  a  pan  of  his  army,  be  will  make  a 
descent  on  the  Jersey  side,  while  the  fleet  and  the  oilier  )>a[i  of  ihe  army  in 
conjunction  will  attack  ihii  city.  To  oppose  this  force,  in  which  the  ministry 
put  so  much  conlidence,  I  think  it  ncceuary  to  exert  every  nerve,  thai,  by  di* 


My  anxiety  leads  me  to  request  a  continuance  of 
your  Good  offices  in  forwarding  the  Battalions  Or- 
dered with  all  possible  Dispatch.  The  Interest  of 
America  is  now  in  the  Ballance  and  it  behoves  all 
attached  to  her  Sacred  Cause  and  the  Rights  of  Hu- 
manity to  hold  forth  their  Utmost  and  most  speedy 
Aid.  I  am  convinced  nothing  will  be  wanting  in 
your  power  to  EflFecl. 

The  Situation  of  the  Northern  Army  is  certainly 
Distressing  but  no  Relief  can  be  afforded  by  me — 
This  i  am  persuaded  you  will  Readily  agree  to.  I 
should  suppose,  if  proper  precautions  are  taken,  the 
small  pox  may  be  prevented  from  spreading — this 
was  done  at  Cambridge  and  I  trust  will  be  contrived 
by  Generals  Schuyler  and  Gates,  who  are  well  Ap- 
prized of  fatal  Consequences  that  may  Attend  its 
infecting  the  whole  Army' — but  a  small  part  of  the 
forces  here  have  had  it  and  were  it  not  the  case- 
neither  policy  or  prudence  would  allow  me  to  send 
any  more  from  hence  that  have  seen  the  least  of 
service — too  many  have  been  already  Detached  ;  to 
part  with  more  would  be  to  put  all  to  the  Hazard — 

The  Retreat  of  the  Army  from  Canada  I  doubt 
not  will  Occasion  a  General  Alarm  to  the  Frontier 
Inhabitants,  and  our  Enemies  without  question  will 

(eating  their  views  tbi«  cnmpsign,  «re  majr  be  cnablod  to  meet  them  with  double 
uJnMita^e  the  nuL  Should  Ihcy  think  ]iroper  to  pursue  their  unwArmn'table 
neastires,  I  hope  the  giiod  people  of  your  colony  or  stale,  will  he  renily  on  sll 
occasions  to  fly  to  our  &s»bIimcc,  if  needed.  I  have  a  coniidencc  in  tliem,  and 
douht  not  they  will  he  ready  and  willing."  tVashingt^n  te  GettrHtr  Trum- 
hull,  9  July,  r776.     Sec  Hinnioin  Canaettitut  in  ihe  Rrtiolutiitn,  364. 

'  "  Thin  diitcmpcc  itrikei.  a  greater  dread  on  Dur  men  whu  have  not  had  it 
tban  the  Britiah  troops." — Gmtrnffr  Trvmbullto  iVaskingl^n^  6  July,  1776. 


use  every  means  they  can  Suggest  to  Excite  the  Sav- 
ages against  them.  But  I  would  feign  hope  their 
Incursions  will  be  prevented  and  Repelled  without 
much  Difficulty.  The  first  Opportunity  I  have  I  will 
Transmit  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  to  Congress  upon 
this  subject  and  Request  their  attention  to  it.  I  am, 
Sir.* 


FORGED  LETTER. 

TO   MR.  LUND   WASHINGTON. 

Nzw  York,  July  the  8, 17761 
Dear  Lund. 

We  xre  still  going  on  willi  «ll  tmog^nable  britkneu  and  racccu  with  aitr 
works,  which,  I  think  arc  already  imprc^naltle.  I1  would  nntty  antooistt  foa 
to  se«  the  prc^cM  wc  have  maiic.  t  do  not  believe  that  alt  hbtor^-  can  fur- 
nish a  prccccIcDt  of  so  much  bcint;  done  in  so  little  a  time,  or  in  so  masterly  n 
manner,  where  you  had  so  little  right  to  look  for  consummate  skill.  If  in 
every  thing  else,  wc  could  but  come  up  to  our  ncertions  in  these  furti  ft  cations, 
I  should  hardly  know  how  to  doubt  the  judgment  of  those  who  think  that  we 
may  bid  defiance  to  the  world.  But,  I  know  not  how  it  Is,  I  am  diffident  of 
every  thing.  Whilst  almost  every  body  else  seem  to  have  permaded  them- 
selves  that  wc  have  nothing  to  fear,  I  alone  lonnent  myself  with  thinking  tlial 
crery  thing  is  against  us.  Even  from  these  voy  works  which  have  Inspired  ns 
with  such  confidence,  I  anticipate  only  misforiune  and  diagnwe.  By  Ihts  time 
the  die  is  cast,  and  America  is  authoriiaiivcly  declared  free  and  indcpendcal  • 
and  Bnleas  we  can  be  conlonled  to  appear  ridicoloiu  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 

'  "  A*  the  enemy  may  make  an  attack  enrly  inthe  morning,  when  there  may  noil 
he  time  for  Ihc  Soldiers  to  fill  their  cnnleens.  tlie  General  direcln  that  thry  Iw  I  ^-U'J*^\ ^**** 
lilled  every  evening.     The  olScerv  to  lake  care  that  it  Is  not  neglected,  as  it  U| 
a  matter  of  much  conKcqiience  at  this  seoKin. 

"Aomc  pcrM>ns  having  barbarously  wounded  and  maincd  some  Cattle,  belong- 
ing to  Leonaid  Lis{>eiiatd  Eiq,  on  l-hday  lost,  the  (>encnU  hopes  no  soldier  in 
the  Army  is  concerned  in  ao  baae  and  scandalout  an  aclion,  but  if  it  khoold 
appear  otherwise  such  person  may  de^jeiid  on  the  severest  punishment ;  any 
person  who  can  give  any  information  in  the  matter  will  be  well  rewarded." 
— Orderly  Bpok,  7  July,  1776. 


worM,  we  must  resolve  to  sopport  this  decUr&lion  by  a  suiuble  conduct :  «e 
must  fi]{ht  OUT  WAy  to  freedom  and  indcpendcncey :  f<v  in  no  other  waj-,  tball 
we  ht  permitted  lo  obFnin  it,  futber  than  words. 

A  war,  therefore,  and  a  most  serious  one,  is  now  inevitable.  Neat  to  ([ood 
finances,  which  it  is  not  mj  promise  to  provide  for.  a  good  army  is,  doubllas, 
a  main  rcc^uifiilc  Co  the  carrying  on  a  successful  war.  And  a  good  army,  i^  bj 
no  means  secured,  as  some  seem  lo  reckon  by  securing  a  large  number  of  men. 
We  want  soldiers,  and  between  lhcse„  and  raw,  undisciplined  men,  there  is  s 
wide  difference. 

The  question  then  is,  how  arc  these  raw  nnd  uadrsciplincd  men  to  be  formed 
into  good  soldien?  And  1  nm  free  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  so  far  from 
contributing  to  this,  will  strong  holds,  fortified  posts,  and  deep  inlicncluncnls 
be  found,  that  they  will  have  a  direct  contrary  eSccl.  To  be  a  soldier,  is  to 
b«  inured  to,  and  familiar  with  danger ;  to  dar*  to  look  yoor  <rneiny  in  ths 
face,  unsheltered  unH  exposed  to  their  fire,  and  even  wTicti  repulsed,  to  rally 
again  with  nndiminished  spirit.  The  IndiJiR  roasim  is,  that  it  is  equally  your 
duly  to  take  ore  of  yoonelf  knd  to  annoy  your  enemy.  To  a  general,  this 
may  not  be  an  unuKual  caution  ;  lint  I  wi13  vcnlarc  to  owcrt,  thai  whenever  a 
private  sentinel  allows  himself  lo  act  on  this  principle,  the  odds  are,  Ifaat,  in 
th«  moment  of  trial,  in  his  exceeding  solicitude  not  to  forget  the  former,  the 
latter  will  be  but  little  Attended  lo.  Now,  what  I  ask,  xn  all  these  mighty 
ditches  and  breast-works,  but  so  many  lessons  and  admonitions  to  our  men  o( 
what  pmdiginus  importance  it  la  to  take  care  of  themselves?  It  would  ba 
almost  worth  out  while  to  be  defeated,  if  it  were  only  lo  train  us  to  stand  fire, 
and  CO  bcnr  a  revt^r^e  of  fortune  with  a.  decent  magnanimity.  If  i(  had  not 
been  for  this  ill-ju(3gcd  humor  of  fighting  from  behind  a  screen,  the  iqlh  of 
April,  and  ayth  of  June  last  yenr.  might  have  been  ihc  happiest  days  America 
eTor  saw.  All  these  things  have  I,  again  and  afioin,  represented  to  my  mas- 
ten ;  I  am  ashamed  to  tacj,  to  how  little  purpose.  They  return  me  answers  and 
instructions,  which,  though  I  cannot  refute,  have  not  yet  convinced  what  I 
would  call  the  feeling!^  of  my  own   mind. 

This  day  week,  the  enemy's  fleet  wn»  first  descried  off  Sandy  Hook.  They 
have  been  employed  since  then,  in  debarking  their  troopt  on  Staten  Inland, 
where  they  are  cantoned,  as  far  ai  I  can  judge,  in  a  very  uncompact  nnd 
unguarded  manner  ;  I  cannot  eoactly  ascertain  their  number,  but  I  have  reuoD 
to  believe,  that  they  fall  short  of  seven  thousand.  It  is  more  extraordinary 
still,  tlul  I  am  not  able  to  inform  you  of  the  exact  number  of  furcca  under  my 


own  comm&nd  :  I  fancy,  however,  w«  might  bring  into  the  field,  tt  Od»  pluc, 
<loiible  their  number  at  a  minute*:  wurning ;  K&d  with  Ibis  saperiority  of 
nnmhen,  making  all  pouiblc  ollowanceis  for  one  olbef  di&advanlages.  one 
would  ttopr  wc  might  he  able  to  give  i  good  account  at  them.  Ynti,  who  ate 
Magaine  in  the  eitrcme,  and  alt  impatience,  will  eagerly  a\k,  why  we  lufTcrcd 
them  to  land  unmolested,  and  to  frmnin  *>->  ever  Mnce.  Whal  excellent  expe- 
ditions ynui  fire-tiilc  generali  cnti  inxtanlly  ]>lan  and  execute  !  I)u1  you  forget 
that  they  are  potted  on  an  iiland,  and  that  we  have  no  way  of  coining  at  them 
nnlciA  they  wnulil  lend  a*  their  »hips  and  boats,  which  I  have  not  presumed  Co 
ailc  of  them.  Aware,  however,  »f  the  imporunce  of  falling  on  llicm,  whiltl 
Ihete  ii  •  chance  of  doing  it  with  success,  and  e'er  they  become  a  match  for  us, 
by  reinforcements,  which  they  daily  expect,  I  have  formed  a  st:heme,  whidi  at 
least,  h  pUuMble,  and  promises  fair  lo  be  tuccenful.  I  have  sulimitted  it  lo 
CongreM,  and  every  moment  expect  their  answer  ;  and  if  they  will  but  support 
me  with  alacrity,  and  in  good  earnest,  my  next,  I  trust  will  not  he  so  despond- 
ing. I  expect  lo  be  all  ready  to  put  my  plan  in  execution  uti  Tueatday,  or 
at  buthcst,  OD  Wednesday  night ;  so  that  probably,  at  the  very  moment  you  are 
reading  this,  wc  may  Itc  engaged  in  a  very  different  service.  You  will, 
no  doubt,  Ise  impatient  to  hear  from  me  as  soon  as  may  be  after  Wednesday, 
and  I  will  not  disappoint  yon.  Meanwhile  I  shall  not  need  to  tell  you,  thai  end 
how  it  win,  all  that  I  freely  chatter  to  you  is  to  remain  a  profound  secret 
to  every  body  cl*c. 

Doctor,  now  Bri|{adier-GcnerBl  Mctccr,  is  here,  and  b  n  great  comfort  to  me. 
Like  myself,  he  wants  experience;  but  he  is  very  shrewd  and  leusible,  and 
though  it  Scoltman,  is  rcmaHcable  humane  and  liberal.  I  have  communicated 
the  whole  of  my  design  to  him,  alone  ;  and  am  notosbaroed  (o  own,  that  I  Itave 
received  much  asu^lancc  from  him.  I  know  not  huw  il  may  turn  out;  but 
though  neither  lie  uor  1  are  very  apt  to  be  sanguine,  wc  have  both  cunfened  to 
be  so  on  tbib  occaeim.  Animntcd,  however,  as  I  feel  myself  with  the  near 
prospect  of  at  length  doing  something,  not  unworthy  the  high  rank  to  which  I 
am  raised,  I  own  to  you,  I  lake  a  serous  pleasure  in  it,  only  as  it  Oallera 
me  sritb  the  hope  of  thereby  obtaining  a  speedier  and  happier  peace.  Let  us, 
tincc  war  must  be  out  lot,  ilittinguisb  onrAclvcs  ns  freemen  should,  in  Fields  of 
blood,  still  remembering,  however,  Ihat  wc  5ght  not  for  conquest,  but  for 
liberty. 

1  am  with  the  tniest  Esteem.  f>ear  t.ond,  your  faithful  J-'ricnd  and  Servant, 

G.  W. 
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TO    UAJOR-UENERAL  WARD. 

New  YoiK,  9  July,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  Declaration  will  show  you.  that  Con- 
gress at  length,  impelled  by  necessity,  have  dissolved 
the  connexion  between  the  American  Colonies  and 
Great  Britain,  and  declared  them  Free  and  lud^'pen- 
dent  Slates :  and  in  compliance  with  their  order  I  am 
to  request,  you  will  cause  this  Declaration  to  be  im- 
mediately proclaimed  at  the  head  of  the  Continental 
regiments  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  It  being  evi- 
dent, from  a  variety  of  concurring  circumstances,  that 
the  British  armies  mean  to  direct  their  most  vigorous 
operations  this  campaign  against  the  State  of  New 
York,  to  penetrate  into  it  by  way  of  the  lakes  and 
the  North  River,  and  to  unite  their  attacks,  the  im- 
portance of  it  has  induced  Congress  to  take  further 
measures,  for  baffling  their  designs,  and  rendering  it 
mors  secure. 

You  will  see  by  the  resolves  now  transmitted,  that 
the  northern  army  is  to  be  augmented  by  part  of  the 
troops  under  your  command;  and  I  do  desire,  that 
you  will  immediately  detach  for  that  purpose  three 
of  the  fullest  regiments  forthwith  to  march  to  Ticon- 
deroga.  or  such  other  place  as  the  said  army  may  be 
at,  and  put  themselves  under  the  order  and  directions 
of  the  general  officer  commanding  the  same. 

You  will  also  perceive,  that  Congress  have  resolved, 
that  the  arms  taken  in  the  Scotch  transports  should 
be  sent  here.  The  President  informs  me,  he  has 
wrote  to  the  agents  respecting  'em  ;  but  as  I  presume 
they  are  in  your  possession,  or  in  some  of  the  stores 
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by  your  order,  you  will  have  the  whole  of  them 
forwarded  with  all  possible  despatch,  in  the  usual 
route  and  with  necessary  directions.  Congress  have 
made  some  alteration  in  the  establishment  of  chap- 
lains, and  advanced  their  pay,  as  they  have  that  of 
the  regimental  surgeons ;  as  you  will  see  by  their 
proceedings,  copies  of  which  in  their  instances  are 
also  transmitted.' 

You  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  hastening  the 
march  of  the  three  regiments,  and  give  proper  orders 
for  their  route,  and  to  the  commissary  and  quarter- 
masters, that  every  thing  necessary  for  the  same  may 
be  immediately  provided.  Their  aid  is  much  wanted, 
and  may  be  of  the  utmost  importance.  When  they 
have  marched,  you  will  be  pleased  to  put  tlie  remain- 
ing regiments  under  the  command  of  the  oldest 
colonel,  with  such  instructions  as  you  may  judge 
necessary,  and  then  retire,  if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to 
you,  for  the  recovery  of  your  health,  as  I  cannot 
possibly  request  you  longer  to  continue ;  and,  wishing 
you  a  speedy  restoration  of  it,  I  am,  Sir,  &c.' 

'  "  Tlie  Honr  Cootincnlal  Congress  having  been  pieced  to  nllow  «  Ctuplaia 
to  each  RcKime&l,  wi(!i  th«  p>y  of  Thirty>ihree  Dollan  aad  one  third  per 
month — The  Cutonels  or  CoRimandtng  Ofiiccn  o(  each  ret^ment  are  directed 
10  pncuro  Ctukplainfi  accordingly  ;  pntons  of  {ood  Character  and  exemplary 
livM — To  see  that  all  inferior  oEBcera  atitl  aaldlen  pay  them  a  »uiial^le  reaped 
and  altrad  curcfully  upon  religious  exrrdscv  The  blessing  and  protection  of 
Heaven  are  at  ull  times  neccuary  liul  especially  »o  in  lime  of  public  distrCMi  and 
danger— The  General  hopes  and  inwts,  that  every  Officer,  and  Man,  will  en- 
deavour so  to  live,  and  act,  as  becomes  a  Christian  Soldier  defending  the  deax- 
ckt  Kighu  and  Libenie*  of  W»  touniry." — OrJerfy  BiwA,  9  July.  177*- 

*  By  GcDeral  Ward's  return,  dated  the  1st  of  July,  ihe  troops  under  his  com- 
mand at  Bmtun  amannted  to  3,3>6  effective  men,  being  five  regiments  con> 
manded  by  Colonels  Whitcomb,  GliiTcr,  S«Tgent,  Phlnny,  and  HulchiiiMm. 
There  svaa  abo  a  company  of  artillery. 
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P.  S.  I  would  have  you  consult  with  proper  per- 
sons and  some  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court, 
respecting  the  route  of  the  three  regiments  to  be  de- 
tached to  the  northern  army. 

And  if  tliey  shall  be  of  opinion  that  they  may 
probably  arrive  from  thence  for  Albany.  I  should 
think  that  would  be  more  preferable  for  Two  reasons 
— First  it  will  ease  the  Troops  of  much  fatigue  and 
2,  they  might  if  there  was  a  necessity  for  it,  afford 
succor  how  they  passed.  I  do  not  mean  to  give  any 
direction  in  the  matter,  nor  do  I  wish  this  mode  to 
be  adopted,  unless  there  appears  a  probability  of 
their  arriving  where  they  are  Intended  to  be  sent  by 
Congress  as  early  as  if  they  pursued  their  march  by 
Land  and  across  the  Country.' 


TO   THK    PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS. 

New  Vokk,  lojuly.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
favors  of  the  4th  and  6th  instant,  which  came  duly  to 
band,  witli  their  important  enclosures. 

*  **  To  prevent  the  enemy  Froiu  obtaining  fioh  pruviuons  u  a  nuttter  faifi^lj 
ncceuary  to  be  atlcniLed  to.  1  am  infntinnl,  ihst  there  arc  great  quantities  in 
the  ncighbnrhood  of  Nen'  London,  nnmcly.  at  Fishci'^,  Block,  Plumb,  and 
EluabciL  DJaiidk,  and  Martha's  Vineyanl,  These  arc  acvestihle  to  khipv  of 
force,  ant]  do  doubt  ibey  will  >ooa  be  ob  a  plundering  voya^  I  coold  wish 
your  attention  to  thi&  matter,  that  the  fitock  may  all  ba  removed  quite  out  of 
reach  of  the  enemy.  The  L-3it  end  of  I^ng  Inland,  1  am  tntd.  it  not  lets  trt- 
poacd  thdn  (he  olhcrk.  I  think  cllcctual  slept  will  be  laktii  in  rc^iird  to  that, 
a»  I  have  had  a  conference  with  the  Cooventivn  of  this  province,  aud  an  order 
Ins  tCi^  QBt  'v  dririnfj  all  iJie  stock  from  the  sca-coatls.  In  the  co&fcnncc 
of  11  full  l>oard  of  general  officcr:%  y4»Icrda)-,  it  was  recommended,  that  I  shuuld 


I  perceive  that  Congress  have  been  employed  in 
deliberating  on  measures  of  the  most  interesting 
nature.  It  is  certain,  that  it  is  not  with  us  to  deter- 
mine in  many  instances  what  consequences  will  flow 
from  our  counsels ;  but  yet  it  behoves  us  to  adopt 
such,  as,  xmder  the  smiles  of  a  gracious  and  all-klml 
Providence,  will  be  most  likely  to  promote  our  hap- 
piness. I  trust  the  late  decisive  part  they  have  taken 
is  calculated  for  that  end,  and  will  secure  us  that 
freedom  and  those  privileges,  which  have  been  and 
arc  refused  us.  contrary  to  the  voice  of  nature  and 
the  British  constitution.  Agreeably  to  the  request 
of  Congress,  I  caused  the  Declaration  to  be  pro- 
claimed before  all  the  army  under  my  immediate 
command;  and  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  them, 
chat  the  measure  seemed  to  have  their  most  hearty 
assent ;  the  expressions  and  behavior,  both  of  offi- 
cers and  men,  testifying  their  warmest  approbation 
of  it,  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  to  General  Ward  at 
Boston,  requesting  him  to  have  it  proclaimed  to  the 
Continental  troops  in  that  department.' 

apply  to  yoit  (oc  the  three  row-gallrys,  t>eing  hqw  «i  New  London,  or  in  the 
river,  together  with  u  muiy  heavy  uinnon  u  jrou  can  puuibly  spare.  They 
vill  he  mnch  wanted  here  ;  and,  if  you  find  it  consistent,  I  would  b^  yoti  to 
forwarxl  themon  at  soon  as  possible." — fVatJkiHgtoH  le  Gowmor  Tntmiull, 
tilsAl.  1776- 

'  On  communicating  the  Declaration  uf  Independence  to  General  WanfaJng- 
ton,  the  Prwident  of  Congtes-j  wrote  as  follows  ;— 

"  The  CoDsress.  for  some  lime  paM,  have  had  their  attention  occupied  by 
one  of  the  moxt  inlerculing  ami  important  siibjeclv,  that  could  pouibly  come 
before  them,  or  any  other  nsKcmbly  of  men.  Although  it  is  not  possible  to 
foresee  the  consequences  u(  human  actions,  yet  i(  is  nercrthelcM  a  duly  we  owe 
oursehes  and  posterity  in  all  our  public  ooiinseli,  to  decide  in  the  best  manner 
we  are  able,  and  to  leave  ilie  event  to  that  Being,  who  controls  all  things,  to 
brinx  about  his  own  dctenninalioos.     ImprcHcd  with  Ifais  sentiment,  aod  at 
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It  is  with  great  pleasure,  that  I  hear  the  militia 
from  Maryland,  the  Delaware  government,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, will  be  in  motion  every  day  to  form  the 
Flying  Camp.  It  is  of  great  importance,  and  should 
be  accomplished  with  all  possible  despatch.  The 
readiness  and  alacrity,  with  which  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  conferees,  have 
acted,  in  order  to  forward  the  associated  militia  of 


the  SAine  time  fully  convinced,  Chnl  out  affnim  mity  lake  a  more  (ftvnrablc  turn, 
tlie  Con);rc^s  hive  jui%(.-d  it  necessary  to  diuolvc  ihe  eonnexioii  between  Great 
Britain  and  tlic  American  Caliinics,  and  tu  decUrc  them  free  and  imlrpendent 
stales  ;  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  l>ccbratioii.  which  I  am  diicclcd 
to  tranimit  10  yon.  and  to  requent  you  will  hnve  li  pioclaimci]  at  the  head  n( 
the  army,  in  the  way  you  ^11  ihlnk  most  proper." 

"The  Honr:  the  Continental  Coi)gie»i,  impcUed  by  ibc  dicUUes  of  duly, 
policy  and  ticocsulty,  ha«ing  liccn  pleaded  tn  diwutlvc  the  Connection  which 
subiiisled  between  lhl«  Counliy  and  Gicfl-t  Britain,  and  to  declare  the  United 
Colonies  of  Xorth  America  free  and  inde]»ndent  STATES:  The  teverftl 
brigades  are  to  be  drawn  up  tliis  evening  on  their  respecitve  Parades,  at  tiix 
o'clock,  when  the  declaration  of  Congree,  ihewing  the  groundt  &  reasons  of 
thii  Mcokurc,  is  to  be  read  with  an  audible  voice. 

"  The  General  hupc»  this  iinportajit  Event  will  iCrve  as  a  froJi  incentive  to 
every  ofRcci  and  inldiet,  to  act  with  Fidelity  ami  Coiirngr,  ox  knowing  that 
DOW  the  peace  and  safety  of  hif  Country,  depends  (under  God)  solely  on  the 
success  of  our  Anns :  And  that  \\i!  is  now  ii>  the  wrvEce  uf  a  Slate,  poaseswnl 
of  sufficient  power  to  reward  his  merit,  and  advance  lum  to  the  highest  Honors 
of  a  (tee  Country. 

"  The  Brigade  Majora  are  to  receive,  at  the  Adjulnnl  Generals  Office,  scr. 
eral  of  the  Declarations  (o  be  delivered  to  the  Uri^adtcrs  General,  anil  the 
CoLoiicK  o(  n^axcnt."'^Ordfriy  Book,  q  July,  I776. 

"  July  to. — Lait  night  the  stmne  o(  George  3d.  was  tatnble*t  down  and  be- 
headed, the  ttoo[K>  haviii^  lon^;  had  an  inclination  to  do  so.  thought  the  time  of 
publishing  a  declaration  of  independence  a  favorable  opportunity,  for  which 
tliey  received  a  check  in  this  day's  ordcis." — Samuel  B.  Wtht. 

"  Though  the  General  doubts  not  tlie  perwas  who  pulled  down  and  mutilated 
the  >tatutc  in  the  Droadway  last  night  were  actuaieil  by  Kcal  in  the  public  cause. 
yet  it  has  so  much  the  apjieiraiicc  uf  a  riul  and  hmiiI  of  order  in  the  »miy.  thai 
ht  dinppTDVcs  the  manner,  and  directs  thai  in  future  thci^e  things  shall  be 
avoided  by  the  .wldicry,  and  lefl  to  he  executed  by  ihv  proper  authority.' 
—OnifrSy  liMk,  10  July,  i;7ti. 
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that  state  to  the  Jerseys  for  service,  till  the  men 
to  compose  the  Flying  Camp  arrive,  strongly  evi- 
dence their  regard  to  the  common  cause,  and  that 
nothing  on  their  part  will  be  wanting  to  support  it.  I 
hope,  and  I  doubt  not,  that  the  associated  militia, 
impressed  with  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  will 
immediately  carry  it  into  execution,  and  furnish  in 
this  instance  a  proof  of  the  continuance  of  that  zeal, 
which  has  so  eminently  marked  their  conducL  I 
have  directed  the  commissary  to  make  necessary  pro- 
vision for  their  reception,  who  will  also  supply  the 
army  for  the  Flying  Camp  with  rations.  A  proper 
officer  win  be  appointed  to  command  it.' 

In  pursuance  of  the  power  given  me  by  Congress, 
and  the  advice  of  my  general  officers,  !  have  wrote  to 
General  Ward,  and  desired  him  forthwith  to  detach 
three  of  the  fullest  regiments  from  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  to  join  the  northern  army,  esteeming  it  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  Importance  to  have  a  sufficient  force 
there  to  prevent  the  enemy  passing  the  lake,  and 
making  an  impression  in  that  quarter. 

The  Gondolas  and  Gallies  will  be  of  great  service 
and  1  am  hopefull  the  Carpenters  you  have  sent  from 
Philadelphia  and  that  will  go  from  the  Eastward  on 

'  (.iencral  WtuhiiiKton  liitil  bevu  auiliorbeJ  by  Congret*  10  appolst  an  officer 
tocommind  the  Fljring  Cunp.     Jaurniitt,  3  July,  1776. 

'*  To  the  unhappy  confuKions  that  hive  prcvbiled  in  this  Colony,  must  prin- 
cipally be  ascritml  ih«  <1clay<t  ihal  have  hitherto  attended  that  salntary  mcAinre 
(Flying  Camp).  HDwevcr,  I  Qallei  mystlf  Ihingt  will  now  lake  a  dilTrtcnt 
turn,  ■>  the  coil («■•(  to  kecji  poifcuion  of  power  u  now  at  an  end,  and  a  new 
mode  of  ^vcmmcnt,  cqtia]  to  the  emefgcucies  of  our  nRattK  will  be  adoptct], 
sgreealile  to  the  racumincii'lalion  of  Congress  to  the  Uoilcd  Colonies." — Hon- 
i^k  «#  H'luhm^eH,  4  July.  177A. 


your  application,  will  be  able  to  build  a  sufficient 
number  in  time  to  answer  every  exigency.' 

I  have  requested  Governor  Cooke  if  the  Duck 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Green's  Letter  is  proper  for  Tents, 
Co  have  it  made  up  as  early  as  possible  and  forwarded 
here.  I  have  also  desired  him  to  send  the  Flints  and 
small  arms,  as  I  have  GenI  Ward  those  of  the  latter 
that  were  taken  out  of  the  Scotch  Transports,  our 
deficiency  in  these  necessary  articles  being  still 
great 

Observing  that  Congress  have  particularly  Men- 
tioned a  bounty  of  Ten  Dollars  to  be  paid  to  men  of 
some  Corps  directed  to  be  raised  In  two  or  three 
Instances  since  their  Resolve  of  the  26  of  June,  allows 
such  bounty,  I  have  been  led  to  doubt  how  that  Resolve 
is  to  be  construed,  whether  it  is  a  general  regulation 
and  extends  to  all  men  that  will  engage  for  three  years ; 
for  instance  the  Soldiers  of  the  present  Army  if  they 
will  Inlist  for  that  time.'  If  it  is  and  extends  to 
them,  it  will  be  necessary  to  fonvard  a  large  sum  of 
money  many  perhaps  would  engage,  I  also  observe 
by  the  Resolve  of  the  25th  Jure  for  raising  four 
Regiments  of  Militia  in  the  Eastern  Governments  to 
augment  the  Troops  in  the  Northern  department  that 
the  assemblies  of  ihose  Governments  are  empowered 
to  appoint  paymasters  to  the  said  Regiments ;  this 
appears  to  me  a  regulation  of  great  use  and  I  could 
wish  that  it  was  made  General,  and  one  allowed  to 

'  On  the  sill.  Congress  had  asked  CJovcmor  Copkc  lo  s«nil  fifty  *hip  carpen- 
ten  to  Albany.  ycMrnali.  On  ihc  fith,  fifty  from  Philadelphia  under  ibc  lead 
of  Captain  Cardrop  Marted  laj  camp. 

•  Jour  Malt  ef  CfiH^rtit.  l6july.  1776, 


every  Regiment  in  the  service,  many  advantages 
would  result  from  it. 

The  Connecticut  militia  begin  to  come  in  ;  but  from 
every  account  the  battalions  will  be  very  incomplete, 
owing,  they  say,  to  the  busy  season  of  the  year. 
That  government,  lest  any  Inconvenience  might 
result  from  their  militia  not  being  here  in  time, 
ordered  three  regiments  of  their  light-horse  to  my 
assistance,  part  of  which  have  arrived.  But.  not 
having  the  means  to  support  them  (and,  if  it  could 
be  done,  the  expense  would  be  enormous),  I  have 
thanked  the  gentlemen  for  their  zeal,  and  the  attach- 
ment they  have  manifested  upon  this  occasion,  and 
Informed  them,  that  1  cannot  consent  to  their  keeping 
their  horses,  at  the  same  time  wishing  them  to  stay 
themselves.'  I  am  told  that  they  or  part  of  them 
mean  to  do  so. 

Genl.  Mercer  is  now  in  the  Jerseys  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  and  ordering  the  Militia  coming  for  the 
Flying  Camp,  and  1  have  sent  over  our  Chief  Engi- 
neer to  view  the  Ground  within  the  neighborhood  of 
Amboy  and  to  lay  out  some  necessary  works  for  the 
Encampment,  and  such  as  may  be  proper  at  the  dif- 
ferent passes  in  Bergen  Neck  and  other  place  on  the 
Jersey  shore,  opposite  Staten  Island,  to  prevent  the 
Enemy  making  impressions  and  committing  depreda- 
tions on  the  property  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  Intelligence  we  have  from  a  few  deserters  that 
have  come  over  to  us.  and  from  others,  is.  that  GcnI. 
Howe  has  between  nine  and  Ten  thousand  men  who 
are  chiefly  landed  on  the  Island,  posted  in  different 
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parts  and  securing  the  several  communications  from 
the  Jerseys  with  small  works  and  Intrenchments  to 
prevent  our  people  from  paying  *em  a  visit  That  the 
Islanders  have  all  joined  them,  seem  well  disposed  to 
favor  their  cause,  and  have  agreed  to  take  up  arms  in 
their  behalf.  They  look  for  Admiral  Howe's  arrival 
every  day  with  his  fleet  and  a  large  reinforcement ; 
are  in  high  spirits,  and  talk  confidently  of  success  and 
carrying  all  before  'cm  when  he  comes.  1  trust  thro 
divine  favor  and  our  own  exertions  they  will  be  dis- 
appointed in  their  views,  and  at  all  events  any  advan- 
tages they  may  gain  will  cost  them  very  dear.  If  our 
Troops  will  behave  well,  which  1  hope  will  be  the 
case,  having  every  thing  to  contend  for  that  Freemen 
hold  dear,  they  will  have  to  wade  thro  much  blood 
and  slaughter  before  they  can  carry  any  part  of  our 
Works,  if  they  carry  'em  at  all,  and  at  best  be  in 
possession  of  a  melancholy  and  mournfuH  victory. 
May  the  sacredness  of  our  cause  Inspire  our  Soldiery 
with  sentiments  of  Heroism,  and  lead  'em  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  noblest  exploits  with  this  wish. 
I  have  &c* 


TO    THE   GBNERAL   COURT   OF    MASSACHUSETTS    HAV. 
Hkad-Qu*,iitkii»,  Nsw  Vqkk,  ji  July,  J776. 

Gentlemek, 

At  a  crisis  like  the  present,  when  our  enemies  are 
prosecuting  a  war  with  unexampled  severity,  when 
they  have  called  upon  foreign  mercenaries,  and  have 
excited  slaves  and  savages  to  arms  against  us,  a  re- 

*  Retd  in  Congrea  Juljr  tlth. 
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gard  to  our  own  security  and  happiness  calls  upon  us 
to  adopt  every  possible  expedient  to  avert  the  blow, 
and  prevent  the  meditated  ruin.  Impressed  with 
this  sentiment,  and  impelled  by  necessity,  the  Con- 
gress have  been  pleased  to  empower  me,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  their  resolve,  which 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you,  to  call  to  our 
aid  so  many  of  the  St.  John's,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
Penobscot  Indians,  as  I  might  judge  necessary.  At 
the  same  time  they  have  desired,  that  1  should  re- 
quest the  assistance  of  your  honorable  body  in  carry- 
ing their  views  into  execution,  and  to  assure  you, 
that  whatever  expenses  you  may  necessarily  incur  in 
doing  it,  and  as  incident  to  it,  they  will  reimburse. 
Esteeming  their  service  of  such  importance,  par- 
ticularly if  the  enemy  should  attempt  an  impression 
into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  I  must  entreat 
your  kind  offices  upon  this  occasion,  and  your  friendly 
exertions  immediately  to  engage,  on  the  best  terms 
you  can,  five  or  six  hundred  men  of  these  tribes,  and 
have  them  marched  with  all  possible  expedition  to 
join  the  army  here. 

Having  professed  a  strong  inclination  to  take  part 
with  us  in  the  present  contest.  It  is  probable  they 
may  be  engaged  for  less  pay  and  on  better  terms, 
than  the  Continental  troops ;  but,  if  they  cannot, 
they  must  be  allowed  it.  The  term  of  their  enlist- 
ment should  be  for  two  or  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  (the  right  of  which  should  be  reserved 
us),  if  they  will  engage  for  so  long  a  time ;  If  not,  for 
such  time  as  they  will  agree,  and  provided  it  is  not  too 


short ;  and  it  must  be  part  of  the  treaty,  and  enjoined 
upon  them,  to  bring  every  man  his  firelock,  If  it  can 
be  possibly  effected.  As  the  services  they  may  ren- 
der will  probably  depend  on  their  early  and  timely 
arrival,  it  is  unnecessary  to  suggest  to  you  the  neces- 
sity of  the  utmost  despatch  in  the  matter.  I  well 
know  the  execution  of  the  work  will  be  attended  with 
some  trouble  and  inconvenience  ;  but  a  consideration 
of  the  benefits,  that  may  arise  from  employing  them, 
and  your  zeal  for  the  common  cause,  I  am  persuaded, 
will  surmount  every  obstacle,  and  apologize  for  my 
requisition  ;  especially  as  it  comes  recommended  and 
supported  by  authority  of  Congress.  Since  I  had  the 
Honor  of  Addressing  you  on  ye  9th  Inst.  I  have 
reed,  a  resolve  from  Congress  for  calling  yc  other 
small  Contl.  Regts.  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
join  the  Army  here,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  enclosed, 
&  by  the  advice  of  my  Genl.  Officers  have  wrote 
Genl.  Ward  to  detach  them  immtidiately,  the  ac- 
counts that  we  have  all  agreeing  that  Lord  Howe  is 
every  day  expected  with  150  Transports  with  15,000 
men  at  least  in  addition  to  those  already  here.' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

'  **  Since  writing  to  you  on  the  9th  inxtant,  I  have  h«eii  honorcil  with  a  letter 
from  Congrvts,  cndosine  a.  resolve,  a  copy  of  which  is  tixnsntllted  herei^ith. 
eupDwerUi)!  me  to  c&U  to  the  asslslance  of  Uie  uuiy  here  the  otiier  tvro  regi- 
ments of  CotitincnUl  troops,  now  in  the  Musacbusects  government,  and  not 
ordered  in  tny  Iwt  to  be  dcuehed  to  join  the  norih«ra  army.  I  am  now  to 
requfil,  hy  ulvice  of  my  g«tieral  oBic«r»,  that  you  vriU  give  immediate  orders 
not  only  to  them,  but  to  the  three  dcKlJocd  for  the  northward,  to  repair  with  all 
possible  despatch  Ci;>  Norwich,  where  ihey  will  embark  ;  it  being  the  opinion  at 
all  the  officers,  that  it  will  be  belter  for  the  whole,  as  well  Ihc  three  intended 
for  Ihc  northward,  as  tho»  to  reinforce  the  troops  here,  to  take  thix  roulc  in 
preference  to  any  other.  It  may  turn  out  the  most  expeditious,  and  it  i^  cer- 
tain the  men  vill  be  cased  from  the  f&ti^cs  of  a  Loug  and  disagreeable  march, 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUVLEft. 

New  Vokk,  ii  July.  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favors  of  the  ist  and  2d  instant, 
and  agreeable  to  your  request  transmitted  Congress 
3  copy  of  the  former  and  of  its  several  enclosures. 
The  important  subjects  referred  to  "em  have  met  with 
their  attention,  and  the  letter  accompanying  this  will 
inform  you  and  General  Gates  of  the  result  of  their 
deliberations.  I  hope  that  harmony  and  a  good 
agreement  will  subsist  between  you,  as  the  most 
likely  means  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  cause,  you 
both  wish  to  promote.  They  have  determined  the 
matter  between  "Mr.  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  decided  the  right  of  supplying  the  northern 
army,  and  appointing  persons  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
in  the  former* 


It  (bis  hot  and  oncomfortablc  scuocu'  It  will  be  necessary,  thai  you  should 
wriie  to  Mr,  Huniinglon  ftt  Norwich  to  prepare  as  many  res^eli  as  will  bring 
the  whole  of  them.  To  the  quaricnnaster  and  commissAry  you  will  give 
proper  ordcr>,  that  ibcy  may  provide,  in  cacb  o(  llidr  dcparlinrnlt,  imch  sup- 
plies of  necenaricx  (or  the  route  ax  may  be  wanted. "— ffar^iNf /on  te  Griural 
Warn',  II  July.  1776. 

I  "  ^Aliat  will  become  of  our  aflain  in  Canada,  or  rather  in  rAit  Pravinct  in 
the  Northern  Department  ?  Oiii  Cencml  has  more  trouble  and  concern  «it1i 
that  Department  thaii  his  own.  and  yet  after  every  step  t&lu n  xoA  supply  «enl, 
we  ari-  told  of  great  neeetkiliei  and  wanli  ariung  Irom  incroliblc  waite.  If 
Mi.  Schuyler  is  so  good  a  (juarter-miiilcr  and  cominiuary,  why  it  there  *uch  in. 
credible  wo^te  ?  In  abort,  my  dear  Sir,  if  tome  ipcedy  and  decitivc  mctKurc  is 
not  taken  in  ihin  nailer,  in  my  opinion  that  A.nny  will  w.istc  and  ditperse,  IcAv. 
ins  the  enemy  an  ea»y  passage  into  the  heart  of  theicCulonles." — Jttttl  to  H^ieri 
Mfirrii,  tft  July.  i??^.  "  Such  scenes  u(  mismanagement,  misconduct,  and  ill 
Mcecis  as  have  been  cxkibtled  in  ihat  qtiancr,  ever  since  the  loss  of  ihe  btave 
Mont^mery,  hare  no  parallel." — Aforrit  to  Retd,  la  July,  I736. 

'  Th<om«r,  In  renfd  lo  the  loule  ol  the  rp|tinent  ddiintcl  14  llie  natlhwatd,  was  itlor- 
trardi  coualeraMadtd,  ia  caniixiucucc  of  iwu  Briiitit  vrurlt  uilina  up  Hlldton'*  Hivcr, 
ik*r«W  eniilncoB  ihs  wucrcainmiiniailtMibtlwccii  New  Y<^  and  Albany.  Tha  tarlmtnu 
w«tc  f«nranl«d  to  New  Votk  by  way  of  Norwich,  aad  the  two  otben  matclied  lo  Tlcoudccoga 
by  l«Bd  [rom  Hmeoo. 


I  gave  orders  immediately  on  Receipt  of  your 
favor  for  the  several  Articles  you  wrote  for  to  be 
sent  you  If  they  could  be  had — Ball  or  Buck  Shot 
could  not  be  spared  from  hence,  and  I  directed  a 
Quantity  of  lead  to  be  sent  you  out  of  which  you 
must  attempt  to  have  them  made. 

I  have  not  heard  any  tiding  of  the  money  mentioned 
By  Mr.  Duane — I  imagine  it  has  not  been  sent.  If 
any  Accident  had  befallen  It.  the  Matter  would  have 
been  known  'ere  now — 

Since  my  last,  General  Howe's  fleet  from  Halifax 
has  arrived,  in  number  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
sail.  His  army  is  between  nine  and  ten  thousand, 
being  joined  by  some  of  the  regiments  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  having  fallen  in  with  part  of  the 
Highland  troops  in  his  passage.  He  has  landed  his 
men  on  Staten  Island,  which  they  mean  to  secure, 
and  is  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Howe,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  ships,  with  a  large 
and  powerful  reinforcement.  This  we  have  from  four 
prisoners,  which  fell  into  our  hands,  and  some  desert- 
ers that  an  advice  Packett  arrived  at  Halifax  before 
they  left  it,  informing  that  he  was  ready  to  Sail 
when  they  came  from  England  to  join  General 
Howe  here,  in  Consequence  of  which  he  came  with 
the  present  armament.  They  add  that  nothing  will 
be  attempted  till  his  arrival.  Their  intelligence  I 
have  no  doubt  is  well  founded  ;  indeed  the  enemy's 
having  done  nothing  yet  affords  proof  beyond  ques- 
tion, that  they  are  waiting  for  more  troops.  We  are 
strengthening  ourselves  as   much   as   possible,  and 
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deem  their  staying  out  so  long  a  fortunate  circum- 
stance, as  it  not  only  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
vancing our  works,  but  of  getting  some  relief  from 
the  neighbouring  provinces.  From  every  appear- 
ance, they  mean  to  make  a  most  vigorous  push  to 
subdue  us  this  campaign  ;  and  for  this  purpose  to 
possess  themselves  of  this  colony,  if  possible,  as  a 
step  leading  to  it.  Our  utmost  exertions  must  be 
used,  and  I  trust,  through  the  favor  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, they  will  be  disappointed  in  their  views.  As 
having  a  large  Number  of  Gundolas  &  Gallies  on 
the  lakes  will  be  of  Great  Importance,  Mr.  Hancock 
Informs  me  In  his  letter  of  the  6th  Instant  that  fifty 
Carpenters  were  gone  from  Philadelphia  in  Order  to 
Build  them,  &  that  he  had  wrote  to  Govr.  Cooke  to 
engage  &  forward  the  same  Compliment.  I  am  ad- 
vised by  Govr  Trumbull  in  a  letter  Just  Received, 
that  he  has  procured  Two  Companies  of  Twenty 
five  Each  who  were  about  to  set  out.  When  they 
arrive  they  will  be  able  I  am  in  hopes  to  turn  Several 
of  the  Stocks  in  a  little  time  — 

It  being  evident  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  by 
General  Burgoyne  to  penetrate  and  make  an  impres- 
sion into  the  colonies  by  way  of  the  lakes,  unless 
there  is  a  sufficient  force  to  oppose  him,  I  have  exer- 
cised a  discretionary  power,  with  which  I  was  hon- 
ored by  Congress,  and  ordered  three  of  the  fullest 
Continental  regiments,  that  were  stationed  in  the 
Massachusetts  government,  to  march  immediately  on 
receiving  my  orders  to  join  the  northern  army.  I 
have  directed  them  to  come  to  Norwicli,  and  there 


embark  for  Albany,  hoping  they  will  arrive  as  expe- 
ditiously in  this  way,  and  with  much  less  fatigue,  than 
if  they  had  pursued  their  route  by  land  altog'ether  at 
this  hot  uncomfortable  season.  These,  with  such 
militia  as  may  be  furnished  from  the  several  colonies 
required  to  provide  them,  and  the  troops  that  were 
under  General  SulHvan  in  Canada,  I  flatter  myself 
will  be  able  and  more  than  equal  to  repel  any  inva- 
sion, that  may  be  attempted  from  that  quarter.  It 
will  be  some  time  before  their  aid  can  be  had,  having 
never  had  the  authority  of  Congress  to  order  'em 
until  within  this  week. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  Declaration,  that 
Congress  of  late  have  been  deliberating  on  matters  of 
the  utmost  importance.  Impelled  by  necessity,  and 
a  repetition  of  injuries  no  longer  suffcrable,  without 
the  most  distant  prospect  of  relief,  they  have  asserted 
the  claims  of  the  colonies  to  the  rights  of  humanity, 
absolved  them  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British 
crown,  and  declared  them  Free  and  Independent 
States,  In  obedience  to  their  order,  the  same 
must  be  proclaimed  throughout  the  northern  army. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

A  prisoner  taken  yesterday  belonging  to  the  ro 
Regiment,  informs  that  Admiral  Howe  is  hourly 
expected — he  adds  that  a  vessel  has  arrived  from 
his  fleet — ' 

>"  As  4he  weather  U  vcoy  wwni.  time  will  be  tbt  gnatest  dug«r  of  ^ 
Troops  growing  unhealthy,  unless  loth  ofRc«n  and  men  arc  atlenlive  to  dean- 
Imcss,  in  their  peison*  and  ()uarli!r%  The  officer*  nre  tcqnircd  lo  visit  the  men 
(rcquently  in  their  quarters  to  impress  on  them  ihe  necessity  of  (xequently 
chan^ng  their  Unncn,  cleaning  their  perMinK,  and  wherever  it  can  be  avoided 
not  to  cook  tbeii  victuals  in  the  lame  room  where  they  sleep — IK  any  of  the 
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TO   THE    TRKiilUENT   OF  CONGRESS. 


Sir: 


Nbw  York,  ii  July,  1776. 


I  was  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  8th  Instant 
by  yesterday  morning's  post  with  the  several  Re- 
solves to  which  you  referred  my  attention. — I  shall 
duly  regard  them,  and  attempt  their  execution  as  far 
as  I  am  able. 

IJy  virtue  of  the  discretionary  power  that  Congress 
were  pleased  to  vest  me  with,  and  by  advice  of  such 
of  my  General  Officers  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  consulting,  1  have  ordered  the  Two  remaining 
Continental  Regiments  in  the  Massachusetts  bay  to 
march  immediately  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  In 
full  confidence  that  nothing  hostile  will  be  attempted 
against  that  State  in  the  present  Campaign. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts bay,  and  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  resolve  for 
employing  the  Eastern  Indians;  entreating  their 
good  offices  in  this  Instance,  and  their  exertions  to 
have  them  forthwith  engaged  and  marched  to  join 
this  Army.  I  have  desired  Five  or  Six  hundred  of 
them  to  be  Inltstcd  for  two  or  three  years,  if  they 
will  consent  to  it,  subject  to  an  earlier  discharge  if 
it  shall   be  thought   necessary   and  upon  the  same 

ofliccn  apprehend  Ihemselvet  cmmled  In  their  qnnrten  they  tre  to  represent  it 
to  the  ilurnKk  M«ktcr  who  i«  ordered  ta  ■ccommodftle  Ihem  in  «uch  n  nianncr 
ai  lo  be  Runt  conducive  to  health  %yA  convenience.  The  gcxnl  u{  ttic  icrvice, 
the  comfort  o(  the  nicn,  and  the  metil  of  ihc  oflicrni  will  be  »?  much  advancvd 
by  kecpini;  the  troops  as  neat  and  dean  u  pouible,  that  the  General  hopes 
th>t  there  wtU  be  an  emulation  upon  (hit  head  ;  and  &:«  n  Scrutiny  will  soon 
be  made,  those  who  shall  lie  fuund  negligent  will  be  puntsh«d,  and  the  deicrv* 
ing  rewarded." — QrdMy  Book,  tl  JnJjr,  1776, 


Terms  of  the  Continental  Troops,  if  better  cannot  be 
had,  the'  I  am  hopefull  they  may. 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  mentioned  the  arrival 
of  part  of  the  Connecticut  light-horse  to  assist  in  the 
defence  of  this  place,  and  my  objection  to  their  horses 
being  kept.  Four  or  five  hundred  of  them  are  now 
come  in ;  and,  in  justice  to  their  zoa]  and  laudable 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  their  country,  I  am  to  in- 
form you,  they  have  consented  to  stay  as  long  as 
occasion  may  require,  though  they  should  be  at  the 
expense  of  maintaining  their  horses  themselves.  They 
have  pastured  them  out  about  the  neighborhood  of 
Kingsbridge,  being  unwilling  to  send  them  away,  at 
the  rate  of  half  a  dollar  per  week  each,  meaning  to 
leave  it  entirely  with  Congress  cither  to  allow  or  re- 
fuse it,  as  they  shall  judge  proper.  1  promised  to 
make  this  representation,  and  thought  it  my  duty  ; 
and  will  only  observe,  the  motives  which  induced 
them  at  first  to  set  out  were  good  and  praiseworthy, 
and  were  to  afford  the  most  speedy  and  (;arly  succor, 
which  they  apprehended  would  be  wanted  before  the 
militia  arrived.  Their  services  may  be  extremely 
important,  being  most  of  them,  if  not  all,  men  of  rep- 
utation and  of  property. 

The  subject  of  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Governor  Trumbull  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  They  will  perceive  from  his 
representation  the  disquieting  apprehensions,  that 
have  seized  on  the  minds  of  the  people  since  the  re- 
treat of  the  northern  army,  and  how  exposed  the  nor- 
thern frontiers  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  are 


to  the  ravages  and  incursions  of  the  Indians.  How 
far  it  may  be  expedient  to  raise  the  battalion  he  con- 
ceives ncccssar)'  to  prevent  the  calamities  and  dis- 
tresses he  points  out,  they  will  determine,  upon  what 
he  has  said,  and  the  necessity  that  may  appear  to 
them  for  the  measure.' 

What  I  have  done  being  only  meant  to  lay  the 
matter  before  them  in  compliance  with  his  wishes.  I 
have  also  Inclosed  a  memorial  from  the  Surgeons 
mates  setting  forth  the  Inadequacy  of  their  payments 
— their  services  and  maintenance  and  praying  that  it 
may  be  encreased.  I  shall  observe  that  they  have  a 
long  time  since  complained  in  this  Instance  and  that 
some  additional  allowance  may  not  be  unnecessary. 

As  I  am  truly  sensible  the  time  of  Congress  is  much 
taken  up  with  a  variety  of  important  matters,  it  is 
with  unwillingness  and  pain  I  ever  repeat  a  request 
after  having  once  made  it,  or  take  the  liberty  of  en- 
forcing any  opinion  of  mine  after  It  is  once  given  ; 
but,  as  the  establishing  of  some  office  for  auditing 
accounts  is  a  matter  of  exceeding  importance  to  the 
public  interest,  I  would  beg  leave  once  more  to  call 

'  "Tbr  nlre«t  nf  the  northem  anny  and  iu  present  situation."  said  Gover< 
nor  TrurobBll  In  Ihe  letter  referred  to,  "  have  spreail  a  general  alarm.  The 
prevalrncc  n[  Ihc  smallpox  among  Ihe  troops  it  every  way  unhappy.  Our  pco> 
pie  in  general  have  tio(  had  ihat  diiCempcr.  Fcvr  of  the  inlection  operaie* 
■tnmgly  to  prevent  utldicrt  from  engaging  in  Ihc  service.  I'he  relreal  nf  the 
amy  (mn  Canada  exposct  [tke  northern  fronticn  of  New  York  and  New  Ilainp. 
■hire  to  the  nvagev  of  tlie  Indium,  who  will  doubilcw  be  apirlied  up  to  (all 
npon  them.  Some  of  the  settlements  on  Onion  River,  I  am  informed,  are 
breaking  up  and  removing,  and  the  whole  are  bUed  with  the  moat  disquieting 
apprehensions.  I  contd  wUh,  that  yr-ut  Ivxccllcncy  might  think  proper  ta  rccotn- 
mend  to  ihc  Continental  Congress  lo  order  a  ballalion  to  be  rainrd  and  scalioned 
(here  (or  the  defence  of  lhv»«  lelllemenU." 
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the  attention  of  Congress  to  an  appointment  compe- 
tent to  the  purposes.  Two  motives  induce  rae  to 
urge  the  matter:  first,  a  conviction  of  the  utility  of 
the  measure ;  secondly,  that  1  may  stand  exculpated 
if  hereafter  it  should  appear,  that  money  has  been 
improperly  expended,  and  necessaries  for  the  army 
obtained  upon  unreasonable  terms. 

For  me,  whose  time  is  employed  from  "the  hour  of 
my  rising  till  I  retire  to  bed  again,  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  accounts  of  such  an  army  as  this, 
with  any  degree  of  precision  and  exactness,  without 
neglecting  other  matters  of  equal  importance,  is 
utterly  impracticable.  All  that  1  have  been  able  to 
do  and  that,  in  fact,  was  doing  nothing  was,  when  the 
commissary,  and  quartermaster,  and  director-general 
of  the  hospital  (for  it  is  to  these  the  great  advances 
are  made)  applied  for  warrants,  lo  make  them  at 
times  produce  a  general  account  of  their  expendi- 
tures. But  this  answers  no  valuable  purpose.  It  is 
the  minutiae  that  must  be  gone  into,  the  propriety  of 
eacli  charge  examined,  the  vouchers  looked  into ;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  commissary-general,  his  victualling 
returns  and  expenditures  of  provisions  should  be  com- 
pared with  his  purchases ;  otherwise  a  person  in  this 
department,  if  he  was  inclined  to  be  knavish,  might 
purchase  large  quantities  with  the  public  money,  and 
sell  one  half  of  it  again  for  private  emolument,  and 
yet  his  accounts  upon  paper  would  appear  fair,  and 
be  supported  with  vouchers  for  every  charge. 

I  do  not  urge  this  matter  from  a  suspicion  of  any 
unfair  practices  in  either  of  the  departments  before 


mentioned ;  and  sorry  should  I  be  if  this  construction 
was  put  upon  it,  having  a  high  opinion  of  the  honor 
and  integrity  of  these  gentlemen.  But  there  should 
nevertheless  be  some  control,  as  well  upon  their  dis- 
cretion as  honesty  ;  to  which  may  be  added,  that 
accounts  become  perplexed  and  confused  by  long 
standing,  and  the  errors  therein  not  so  discoverable 
as  if  they  underwent  an  early  revision  and  examina- 
tion. I  am  wdl  apprized,  that  a  treasury  ofiFice  of 
accounts  has  been  resolved  upon,  and  an  auditor- 
general  for  settling  all  public  accounts  ;  but,  with  all 
deference  and  submission  to  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
these  institutions  are  not  calculated  to  prevent  the 
inconveniences  I  have  mentioned ;  nor  can  they  be 
competent  to  the  puqjoses,  circumstanced  as  they  are.' 
We  have  intelligence  from  a  deserter  that  came  to 
us,  that  on  Wednesday  morning  the  Asia,  Chatham 
and  Greyhound  men-of-War  weighed  Anchor  and  it 
was  said,  intended  to  pass  up  the  North  river  above 
the  City  to  prevent  the  communication  with  the  Jer- 
seys. They  did  not  attempt  it,  nor  does  he  know 
what  prevented  them.*     A  prisoner  belonging  to  the 

*  Tbne  commhnoiiera  vtre  appoinud  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  audit 
iIm  ftccDuniB  of  the  ftrniy,  tad  the  same  numt>«r  lor  Ihe  antiy  In  the  nfirUiem 
depaflmeni. 

*  Gcn«ial  Itowtr  consulted  wil?i  Ihc  Admiral,  July  7lh,  on  the  cvpedicacy  of 
■ending  a  naval  loicc  up  the  North  River,  wick  ibe  view  o(  olntruL-ting  th9 
ua|tptin,  w'hicli  came  down  the  river  to  New  York.  The  Adminil  did  not  at 
Km  approve  ihc  plan,  but  ac  Icnglh  assented  to  it,  and  the  FbccHix  uf  forty 
I^IH,  and  Ka«e  of  twenty,  were  despatched  on  this  lervicc,  with  three  tenders. 
On  the  6th  of  Augnsi,  ticncral  Howe  informed  Lord  George  Gcmiaine  of  ihii 
moTcmenl,  and  laid  ihal  no  direct  intelligence  had  then  been  received  from 
these  veMcU,  atthaugh  by  privair  meani  tl  wac  aMerlained,  that  Ihey  had  not 
received  the  least  d&mn£c,  and  weie  iii  ufety  neai  the  upper  end  of  Tappan 
Sea. 
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loth  RegiinL  uken  yesterday,  informs  that  they 
hourly  expect  Admiral  Howe  and  his  Fleet,  he  adds 
that  a  Vessel  has  arrived  from  them,  and  the  prevail- 
ing opinion  is  that  an  Attack  will  be  made  immedi- 
ately on  their  arrival. 

By  a  letter  from  Genl.  Ward  I  am  informed,  that 
the  small-pox  has  broke  out  at  Boston  and  Infected 
some  of  the  Troops — I  have  wrote  him  to  place  the 
Invalids  under  an  Officer  to  remain  till  they  are  well, 
and  to  use  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the 
Troops  coming  from  thence  bringing  the  Infection. 

The  distresses  and  calamities  wc  have  already  suf- 
fered by  this  disorder  in  one  part  of  our  army,  1  hope 
will  excite  his  utmost  care  that  they  may  not  be  In- 
creased.    I  have,  &c.' 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

New  York,  12  July,  1776 
half  put  8,  p.  m. 

Sir, 

The  design  of  this  is  to  inform  Congress  that 
about  half  after  three  o'clock  this  evening,  two  of 
the  enemy's  ships  of  war,  one  of  forty  and  the 
other  of  twenty  guns,  with  three  tenders,  weighed 
anchor  in  the  bay  opposite  to  Staten  Island,  and, 
availing  themselves  of  a  brisk  and  favorable  breeze, 
withaflowing  tide,  ran  past  our  batteries  up  the  North 
River,  without  receiving  any  certain  damage  that  I 
could  perceive,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  and  incessant 
cannonade  was  kept  up  from  our  several  batteries 

'  RMd  in  CongTcw,  Sunday,  JuJy  141I1. 
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here,  as  well  as  from  that  at  Paulus  Hook.  They, 
on  tiieir  j^art,  returned  and  continued  the  fire  as  they 
ran  by.  I  despatched  an  express  to  Brigadier-General 
Mifflin,  at  our  encampment  towards  the  upper  end  of 
the  island,  but  I  have  not  heard  whether  they  have 
got  by  or  received  any  damage.'  The  account  trans- 
mitted by  this  morning's  post,  respecting  the  arrival 
of  one  of  the  fleet,  seems  to  be  confirmed.  Several 
ships  have  come  in  to-day  ;  among  them  one  this 
evening  with  a  St.  George's  flag  at  her  foretop-mast 
head,  which  we  conclude  to  be  Admiral  Howe,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the   flag,   and  the  several   and 

*  "  Two  ships  of  FarLTC  with  thdr  lenders  have  sailed  up  Hadson's  River.  I 
ank  apprchcnuve,  thnt  thc]r  design  to  »ctir  Ihc  pnucn  in  the  MighlandK  by  land, 
which  1  am  infonued  may  be  <lone  by  a  iniall  body  of  men.  I  must  cbeiefore 
reqoat  you  instantly  to  duite  Cmeral  Tcd  Droeck  tv  march  dawn  as  grcnl  a 
force  u  he  can  collect  to  secure  them,  particularly  the  poii  where  the  rood  nuii 
over  Anthony '■  Nose.'  Send  oH  an  express  directly,  if  you  pleatc.  to  the  west 
pam  of  Conneclicul,  desirinf^  thi^m  tu  cullccc  all  their  fotce  at  the  same  point, 
sin-ce  I  have  the  iCmngcul  reason  Xa  believe  it  wlU  be  absolutety  necessniy,  if  it 
ware  only  to  prevent  an  insurrection  of  your  own  Tories. "^  WoiAih^i^m  ^ 
Brigaditr-GtHetai  Gtorgt  CHnlen,  I3  July,  1776. 

Ctinlon  commanded  the  New  Vork  militia  on  Hudson's  River,  and  had 
already  anticipated  the  orders  o(  the  Comroandcr-in-chief,  by  catting  oat  ihree 
icgincniK  of  roilitia,  as  *oon  as  the  signaU  had  been  given,  that  Ihc  enemy's 
ships  were  ascending  t1ic  river  One  rcgiiucni  he  stationed  at  I'ort  Corts[ila> 
don  opposite  West  Point,  another  at  Fort  Monl|;umcry,  to  which  he  repaired  in 
person,  and  the  third  at  Newbury  ready  to  be  called  down  to  the  forts  below, 
i(  occasion  sbauld  require.  He  had  tikcwUe  direcied  Mveral  sloops  and  boats 
to  be  assembled  at  Fort  Conslitniion,  with  the  design  of  drawing  a  chain  of 
than  asroiB  the  narrowest  part  of  the  river,  prepared  to  be  set  on  fire  if  the 
eneaijr'i  wuels  should  ailcmpt  to  break  through.  Colotvel  WoodhuU  com- 
nandcd  a  regiment  o(  militia  under  hinr  at  Fort  Montgomery  :  and  his  brother, 
James  Clinton,  a  colonel  in  tlie  Coolinenlal  army,  hid  been  stationed  for  several 
week*  at  Port  Constitution,  superintending  the  canairtiction  of  the  military 
vorki  in  the  Highlands.  Xo  fortiticalioaB  had  as  yet  been  erected  at  West 
Point.  Clinton  to  WatkiHgian.  is  July.  1776.  Sparlcs.  Carrespondtme  c/ ih* 
Rtvolution,  i.,  360. 

*  A  Biwjntiiii  in  Uie  Highluidt,  oppodie  10  Port  H»ni|<nn«Ty, 
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general  salutes  that  were  paid.  It  is  probable  they 
will  all  arrive  in  a  clay  ur  two,  and  immediately  begin 
their  operations. 

As  it  will  be  extremely  necessary  that  the  flyingf 
Camp  should  be  well  provided  with  powder  and  Ball 
and  it  may  be  impracticable  to  send  supplies  from 
hence  on  account  of  our  hurry  and  engagements, 
besides  the  communication  may  be  uncertain,  I  must 
beg  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  matter,  and  re- 
quest that  they  will  forward  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion such  a  Quantity  of  Muaket  powder  and  Lead,  if 
Balls  of  different  sizes  cannot  be  had,  as  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  Militia  to  compose  that  Camp.  By 
an  Express  this  minute  arrived  from  Genl.  Mifiiin  the 
Ships  have  passed  his  works.     I  am,  &c.' 


TO    THK    SECRF.T    COMMITTEE   OF    TUB     CONVKNTION     OK 

THE    STATE    OF    NEW    YORK.' 

Kkad-Quaktus,  13  July,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

A  multiplicity  of  engagements,  and  a  continual 
pressure  of  other  concerns,  has  prevented  our  pro- 
ceeding in  the  case  of  the  soldiers  confined  for  sedi- 

'  Reail  ill  Cungrcxs,  Sumlay,  July  14th. 

Upon  the  izth  Washington  tubmitled  lahiK  genera  I  ofHccrsit  |>lan  for  making 
s  Ketmtral  aitack  on  Ibe  eitviuy'ii  qiuinere  on  Staien  Inland,  but  it  vras  UDiini- 
muusly  agreed  ihai  >uch  n  »tep  wa>  nui  adviiiablc.  To  alum  the  enemy  uid 
"  encourage  our  own  Iroops,  who  seem  generally  desirous  ramrtbini;  should  ba 
done." h(! ]iro(>asnl a  "  putisaiipifly."  It  wasreinlved  "that  Major KnowICon 
wiio  is  ii.ilinneil  at  licrgcB  and  liu  recon noil  red  the  ixlami  do  crinkr  with 
(ienctftl  Mercer  tliereon,  and  if  (key  upon  coii&idcrxiion  t-bail  deem  Kudi  a 
surprise  pmclicable  and  ilmc  (he  relicAl  of  the  men  cqd  be  secured,  the  GeocnJ 
be  adviiicd  to  pio^cnite  ii.  Thai  this  cnlcrpntc  be  accompanied  with  ft 
cnnnnnnde  Upon  the  Acei  from  Bei^en  poini  if  the  distance  will  admit." 

'  This  commiiCec  was  appointed  expressly  with  reference  10  the  Tories,  or  dis> 


tious  and  treasonable  practices  ;  but,  as  soon  as  time 
will  admit,  a  proper  attention  will  be  paid  to  rt.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  authority  of  the  province  taking  some  steps, 
with  regard  to  those  persons  confined  by  them  for  the 
same  offences.  They  certainly  are  to  be  deemed  the 
principals,  and  justice  to  the  Inferior  agents,  while  the 
others  pass  unnoticed.  I  observe,  only  excites  compas- 
sion and  censure.  I  am  very  sensible,  it  is  a  case  full 
of  difificulty  and  perplexity,  and  well  deserving  your 
most  serious  deliberation  ;  nor  do  I  entertain  a  doubt, 
but  the  result  will  be  such,  as  will  conduce  to  the 
public  good.  I  have,  some  time  ago,  mentioned  to 
the  body  of  which  you  are  a  committee,  the  necessity 
of  falling  upon  some  measures  to  remove  from  the 
city  and  its  environs  persons  of  known  disaffection 
and  enmity  to  the  cause  of  America.  The  safety  of 
the  army,  the  success  of  every  enterprise,  and  the 
security  of  all.  depend  so  much  on  adopting  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  steps  for  the  purpose,  that  I  beg 
leave  again  to  repeat  it ;  and  do  most  earnestly  en- 
treat you  to  adopt  some  plan  for  this  purpose,  or  give 
me  your  assistance  so  to  do  as  to  remove  those  dis- 
quieting and  discouraging  apprehensions,  which  per- 
vade the  whole  army  on  this  subject,  A  suspicion, 
that  there  are  many  ministerial  agents  among  us, 
would  justly  alarm  soldiers  of  more  experience  and 
discipline  than  ours  ;  and  I   foresee  very  dangerous 

afleUctl  penoiiK.  Ii  niu  now  sill iiv  *^  ^'^  city  of  New  York.  alOiough  Ihe 
CoovcntioDwof  at  White  t'lftinc  The  litle  of  J'lwiiieiat  Cottgrtu  was  changed, 
on  tilcQ4h  of  July,  to  thnl  of  the  C»nveHtu>tt  of  the  ReprdtnUliott  of  the  SUU 
of  New  Yark,  immediately  after  the  Occltttaliaii  a(  Independence  had  been  ac> 
ceded  toby  ihai  body.— ,I/.V.  Jnuntal.  July  qth. 
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consequences,  in  many  respects,  if  a  remedy  to  the 
evil  is  not  soon  and  efficaciously  applied. 

The  removal  of  the  tory  prisoners,  confined  in  the 
gaol  of  this  city,  is  a  matter  to  which  I  would  solicit 
your  attention.  In  every  view,  it  appears  dangerous 
and  improper.  In  case  of  an  attack  and  alarm,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  what  part  they  would  take,  and  none 
can  tell  what  influence  they  might  have.  You  will, 
Gentlemen,  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  nothing 
but  the  importance  and  necessity  of  the  case  could  in- 
duce me  thus  to  urge  these  matters,  in  which  you 
have  also  an  immediate  and  common  interest'  The 
gentlemen  appointed  to  give  passes  to  persons  leav- 
ing the  city,  I  am  informed,  decline  acting.  Great 
inconvenience  will  ensue  to  the  citizens,  if  this  busi- 
ness should  be  committed  to  the  officers  of  the  army, 
who,  from  their  ignorance  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  other  reasons,  are  wholly  improper  for  the  manage- 
ment of  it.  I  should  be  glad,  if  your  committee  wiU 
take  this  matter  also  into  their  consideration.  I  am. 
Gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant" 


'  This  represent n lion  had  iu  effect.  Thirieen  Tory  prisoners,  including  tlu 
penons  moBl  obnoxious  for  their  phndples  uid  conduct,  were  speedily  removed 
by  order  of  the  Convention  to  the  jiil  al  Litchfield  in  ConncelicuL  The  crimei 
alleged  AglinM  iheiD  were  lho«e  of  notorious  disaftcction  to  the  rights  and  libciw 
tic*  of  the  American  Slates,  counlerf citing  the  cuirency  of  (he  &1a(et>,  convs. 
ponding  with  the  enemy,  or  engajjing  in  lrea»onab1c  conk  piracies.  The  mayor 
of  the  city  of  New  York  wa»  one  of  ihc  number,  hut  the  I'rfsidem  of  ihe  Con- 
venlion  wrot«  to  the  Comictctec  of  Litchfield,  (hat  tboogb  the  evidence  against 
him  wu  Mich  u  rendered  hit  confinement  nccesMiry  til!  he  should  be  tried,  yet 
hi^  offences  were  nol  of  so  heinous  a  nature  a.s  ihuAC  of  ihe  other  conspiratora, 
an<i  ludi  indulgence  was  tccommcnded  in  hb  behalf  as  should  be  connatcnt 
with  hi»  nate  keeping.     MS.  Jattmal »/  Ihe  AVw  York  Cenxfttion,  July  iqtb. 

1  "  The  Uvneral  was  sony  tg  observe  ytstetday  thai  many  of  the  oScen  uut  • 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Niw  York,  14  July,  1776. 

Sir, 

My  last  of  friday  evening  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
addressing  you,  advised  that  Two  of  the  Enemies 
Ships  of  War  and  Three  Tenders  had  run  above  our 
Batteries  here,  and  the  Works  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  Island.  I  am  now  to  Inform  you,  that  yesterday 
forenoon  receiving  Intelligence  from  Genl  Mifflin 
that  they  had  past  the  Taupan  Sea  and  were  try- 
ing to  proceed  higher  up,  by  advice  of  R.  R.  Living- 
ston Esqr  and  other  Gentn,  I  despatched  expresses  to 
Genl.  Clinton  of  Ulster  and  the  Committee  for  safety 
for  Dutchess  County,  to  take  measures  for  securing 
the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  lest  they  might  have 
designs  of  seizing  them  and  have  a  force  concealed 
for  the  purpose.     I  wrote  the  Evening  before  to  the 

number  of  men  instenct  of  KilenHing  tr>  iheir  duty  at  ihc  Fteai  of  ihc  Drum,  con- 
tinued along  ihe  bonk&of  Ibc  North  livcr,  £a;(mg  at  the  Ships;  such  unMlilicrly 
Conduct  mtut  grieve  every  good  oHlcer,  uid  give  the  enemy  a  mtan  opininn  of 
Um  Anoy,  as  nothing  shewt  thr  brave  and  good  Mldier  more  than  in  cue  of 
alams.  cooly  and  nlmly  repairing  to  Im  puot.  and  there  waiting  hit  orders ; 
whereas  a  weak  curio&ity  at  such  a  time  maltet  a  man  look  mean  and  contcmp- 
Itble." — OrdMy  liaak.  t3  July.  1776. 

"  At  a  period  m>  critiral  a.t  the  present,  when  nvj  unnntural  cnenties  arc  in 
full  view,  and  hunily  es|>c<:tcd  to  strike  a  liluw,  which  may  be  iiu{i|iuiied  m  a  great 
measnre  to  decide  the  f^lc  of  America,  [  musl  confeiui  that  I  am  not  a  little  imr- 
priMKl  to  find  an  officer  of  your  rank  in  th?  army  solicicintc  leave  to  resisn  his 
comnunon,  more  opedally  cduIdcriBg  tlie  predicament  you  are  now  in.  I 
ahouM  rather  hope,  thai,  as  you  arc  to  conscious  of  yoor  innocence,  you  would 
urge  an  inquiry  inti^  your  conduct,  to  convince  the  world,  thai  the  complaint! 
exhibited  a|[aintt  you  are  totally  groundless  ;  and  that  DiC  malice  o(  your  worst 
eoemio  cannot  do  the  leant  injury  to  your  rcputaLiU'n,  which  to  a  widier  ought 
etcr  to  be  dearer  than  life.  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  can  with  propriety  coun- 
termutd  the  oidct  for  the  court  of  inquiry,  as  it  is  already  given  out  in  general 
orders ;  however.  1  will  think  of  it.  and  give  jron  mjr  aaawer  lo-morrow." 
—  Waakinglon  t9  Colcwt  Hiltfma,  l^July,  1776. 


commanding  Officer  of  the  Two  Garrison's  there  to  be 
vigilant  and  prepared  against  any  Attempts  they  or 
any  disaffected  persons  might  make  against  them  and 
to  forward  expresses  all  the  way  to  Albany,  that  pro- 
vision and  other  Vessels  might  be  secured  and  pre- 
vented falling  into  their  hands.  The  Information 
given  Genl.  MifHin  was  rather  premature  as  to  their 
having  gone  past  the  Sea  A  Letter  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Orange  County  which  came  to  hand  this 
morning  says  they  were  there  yesterday  and  that  a 
Regiment  of  their  Militia  was  under  Arms  to  prevent 
their  landing  and  making  an  Incursion.  The  messen- 
ger who  brought  it,  and  to  whom  it  refers  for  particu- 
lars, adds,  that  a  party  of  them  in  two  or  three  boats 
had  approached  the  shore  but  were  forced  back,  by 
our  people  firing  at  them.  Since  the  manceuvre  of  fri- 
day  there  have  been  no  other  movements  in  the  Fleet. 

General  SulHvan,  in  a  letter  of  the  ad  instant, 
Informs  me  of  his  arrival  with  the  army  at  Crown 
Point,  where  he  is  fortifying  and  throwing  up  works. 
He  adds,  that  he  has  secured  all  the  stores  except 
three  cannon  left  at  Chamblee,  which  In  part  is 
made  up  by  taking  a  fine  twelve-pounder  out  of 
the  Lake.  The  army  is  sickly,  many  with  the  small- 
pox ;  and  he  is  apprehensive  the  militia,  ordered  to 
join  them,  will  not  escape  the  infection.  An  officer, 
he  had  sent  to  reconnoitre,  had  reported  that  he  saw 
at  St.  John's  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  tents,  twenty 
at  St.  Roy's,  and  fifteen  at  Chamblee  ;  and  works  at 
the  first  were  busily  carrying  on. 

I  have  Inclosed  a  General  return  of  the  Army  here 
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which  will  shew  the  whole  of  our  strength.  All  the 
detached  posts  are  Inclosed. 

A  Letter  from  the  Eastward  by  last  nights  post  to 
Mr.  Hazard,  post  master  in  this  city,  advises  "That 
Two  ships  had  been  taken  S:  carried  into  Cape  Ann. 
One  from  Antigua  consigned  to  GenI  Howe  with 
439  puncheons  of  Rum — The  other  a  Jamaica  man 
with  400  Hogsheads  of  Sugar,  200  puncheons  of 
Rum,  39  Bales  of  Cotton,  pimento,  Fustick,  &c 
&c     Each  mounted  a  Guns.   Six  pounders. 

About  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  I  was  informed, 
that  a  flag  from  Lord  Howe  was  coming  up,  and 
waited  with  two  of  our  whale-boats  until  directions 
should  be  given.  I  immediately  convened  such  of 
the  general  officers  as  were  not  upon  other  duty,  who 
agreed  in  opinion,  that  I  ought  not  to  receive  any 
letter  directed  to  me  as  a  private  gentleman  ;  but  if 
otherwise,  and  the  officer  desired  to  come  up  to 
deliver  the  letter  himself,  as  was  suggested,  he  should 
come  under  a  safe-conduct.  Upon  this,  I  directed 
Colonel  Reed  to  go  down  and  manage  the  affair 
under  the  above  general  instruction.  On  his  return 
he  informed  me,  after  the  common  civilities,  the  offi- 
cer acquainted  htm.  that  he  had  a  letter  from  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Washington,  which  he  showed  under  a 
superscription,  "  To  George  IVashtngion,  Esq."  Colo- 
nel Reed  replied,  there  was  no  such  person  in  the 
army,  and  that  a  letter  intended  for  the  General 
could  not  be  received  under  such  a  direction.  The 
officer  expressed  great  concern,  said  it  was  a  letter 
rather  of  a  civil  than    militarj'  nature,    that    Lord 
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Howe  regretted  he  had  not  arrived  sooner,  that  he 
(Lord  Howe)  had  great  powers.  The  anxiety  to 
have  the  letter  received  was  very  evident,  though  the 
officer  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  its  contents.  How- 
ever, Colonel  Reed's  instructions  being  positive,  they 
parted.  After  they  had  got  some  distance,  the  officer 
with  the  flag  again  put  about,  and  asked  under  what 
direction  Mr.  Washington  chose  to  be  addressed ; ' 
to  which  Colonel  Reed  answered,  his  station  was  well 
known,  and  that  certainly  they  could  be  at  no  loss 
how  to  direct  to  him.  The  officer  said  they  knew  it, 
and  lamented  it ;  and  again  repeated  his  wish,  that 
the  letter  could  be  received.  Colonel  Reed  told  him 
a  proper  direction  would  obviate  all  difficulties,  and 
that  this  was  no  new  matter,  the  subject  having  been 
fully  discussed  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  of  which 
Lord  Howe  could  not  be  ignorant ;  upon  which  they 
parted. 

I  would  not  upon  any  occasion  sacrifice  essentials 
to  punctilio  ;  but  in  this  instance,  the  opinion  of 
others  concurring  with  my  own,  I  deemed  it  a  duty 
to  my  country  and  my  appointment,  to  insist  upon 
that  respect,  which,  in  any  other  than  a  public  view, 
I  would  willingly  have  waived.  Nor  do  I  doubt,  but, 
from  the  supposed  nature  of  the  message,  and  the 
anxiety  expressed,  they  will  either  repeat  their  flag, 
or  fall  upon  some  mode  to  communicate  the  import 
and  consequence  of  it' 

'  "  He  [l.ieutenitnt  Hmwn  of  the  f^igf^)  then  atlcd  mc  under  whal  tille 
General, — but  cntcIiiriK  himiclf,  Mr.  Washington  chose  Co  bea^jtliessed." — /fftJ 
UJ'ettif,  15  July.  177&. 

*  On  condderini;  thii  rabjcci.  Congress  passed  ibe  rollowmg  rcsoIudoQ  : — 
"  That  lieneral  Wuhington,  in  refu^ng  to  receive  a.  letter  uid  to  be  sent  from 


I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  two  Letters, 
that  of  the  toth  by  Mr  Anderson,  and  the  i  rth  with 
its  Inclosures,  I  have  directed  the  Quarter  Master 
to  provide  him  with  every  things  he  wants  to  carry 
his  Scheme  into  execution.  It  is  an  Important  one, 
and  1  wish  it  success,  but  I  am  doubtfull  that  it  will 
be  better  in  Theory  than  practice.* 

The  passage  of  the  ships  of  war  and  tenders  up  the 
river  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  has  excited 
much  conjecture  and  speculation.  To  me  two  things 
have  occurred,  as  leading  them  to  this  proceeding;  first, 
a  design  to  seize  on  the  narrow  passes  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  giving  almost  the  only  land  communication 
with  Albany,  and  of  consequence  with  our  northern 
army,  for  which  purpose  they  might  have  troops  con- 
cealed on  board,  which  they  deemed  competent  of 
themselves,  as  the  defiles  are  narrow  ;  or  that  they 
would  be  joined  by  many  disaffected  persons  in  that 
quarter.  Others  have  added  a  probability  of  their 
having  a  large  quantity  of  arms  on  board,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Tories  imme- 
diately on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  or  rather  at  the 


Lord  Howe,  And  nddreaed  to  '  George  Wathimgten,  Eiq.'  acted  wiUi  »  dignity 
b«coniin|{  hb  aUtion;  and,  therefore,  Chii  CongrcM  do  bighlj-  approve  the 
Munc,  and  do  direct,  thai  no  letter  or  message  he  received,  nn  anjr  occanon 
whaUoevef  fiom  ibe  enemy,  liy  ibc  Comma nder-iiKtiief,  oT  othen.,  ihe  coid- 
manden  of  the  American  army,  but  luch  as  shall  l»c  directed  Id  iheni  tn  the 
characters  they  respectively  sustain. " — Joumalt  ef  C^ngrtt:,  17  July,  1776. 

'  Ephriom  Anderson  proposed  lo  destroy  the  Hritiah  Hcct  at  New  York. 
"Th«  CoDgrcst  are  wilting  to  give  him  na  opportunity  of  trying  the  enperi- 
inenl,  and  have  therefore  ihought  proper  ta  refer  him  lo  you,"  Hancock  to 
Watkinginn,  10  Jnly,  1776.  Anderson  had  made  an  attempt  of  thU  kind  at 
Quebec,  but  tlic  enemy  rccrivcd  intcUigcnce  of  it,  and  strclching  a  cable  across 
ihe  mouth  of  the  harhor.  rendered  entrance  impoaMblc  tl«  wa^i  adjtit&nt  to 
the  second  Jersey  baltalion. 


time  they  intend  to  make  their  attack.  The  second 
is,  to  cut  off  entirely  all  intercourse  between  this 
place  and  Albany  by  water,  and  the  upper  country, 
and  to  prevent  supplies  of  ever)' kind  from  going  and 
coming. 

These  matters  are  truly  alarming,  and  of  such 
importance,  that  I  have  wrote  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  York,  and  recommended  to  their 
serious  consideration  the  adoption  of  ever)'  possible 
expedient  to  gtiard  against  the  two  first ;  and  have 
suggested  the  propriety  of  their  employing  the 
militia,  or  some  part  of  them,  in  the  counties  in  which 
these  defiles  are,  to  keep  the  enemy  from  possessing 
them,  till  further  provision  can  be  made  ;  and  to  write 
to  the  several  leading  persons  on  our  side  in  that 
quarter,  to  be  attentive  to  all  the  movements  of  the 
ships  and  the  disaffected,  in  order  to  discover  and 
frustrate  whatever  pernicious  schemes  they  have  in 
view.' 

In  respect  to  the  second  conjecture  of  my  own, 
and  which  seems  to  be  generally  adopted,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  Congress,  that,  if  their  design  is 
to  keep  the  armies  from  provision,  the  commissary 
has  told  me  upon  inquiry,  that  he  has  forwarded 
supplies  to  Albany  (now  there  and  above  it)  sufficient 

'The  ship*  pnaed  all  the  buieries  without  icceiTioi;  utf  apfianni  Ininiy. 
The  decks  were  gnirded  with  rnnpirtf  of  und-bags,  which  protected  the  men 
from  nnall  shot :  and  the  motion  of  the  veswls  was  so  rapid,  that  they  tcmained 
but  aveiy  short  time  within  the  range  of  the  heavy  guaa.  They  otcended  to  the 
bioad  p«rt  of  the  river,  called  Mavcrttraw  Bay,  and  anchored  m>  far  from  ihore 
on  etilier  »ide,  as  to  be  uul  of  ilaiij^cr.  Thdr  boats  were  daily  «ent  nut  to  lake 
souDdiop.  When  they  occasionally  attempted  to  land,  they  were  beaten  back 
by  the  militia,  who  watched  tbein  Darrowly  on  both  sUes  of  the  river. 
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for  ten  thousand  men  for  four  months ;  that  he 
has  a  sufficiency  here  for  twenty  thousand  men  for 
three  months,  and  an  abundant  quantity  secured  in 
different  parts  of  the  Jerseys  for  the  Flying  Camp, 
besides  having  about  four  thousand  barrels  of  flour  in 
some  neighboring  part  of  Connecticut.  Upon  this 
head,  there  is  but  little  occasion  for  any  apprehen- 
sions, at  least  for  a  considerable  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
P.  S.     1  have  sent  orders  to  the  commandg  officer 
of  the  Pennsylvania  militia  to  march  to  Amboy,  as 
their  remaing  at  Trenton  can  be  of  no  service.' 


TO  GOVERNOR  COOKE. 

Heui  QuAli-nss,  New  Vokk,  15th  July,  1776. 

Dear  Sik, 

Since  my  last  Two  of  the  Enemies  Ships,  one  of 
Forty  the  other  twenty  Guns,  taking  advantage  of  a 
Strong  Wind  and  Tide  pass'd  us  notwithstanding  a 
warm  fire  from  all  our  Batteries,  they  now  lie  in 
Taapen  Sea,  between  Twenty  and  thirty  Miles  up 
Hudsons  River,  where  no  Batteries  from  Shore  can 
molest  them.  Their  Views  no  doubt  are  to  cut  off  all 
Communication  between  this  and  Albany  by  Water, 
which  they  effectually  will  do. — If  the  Gundaloes  Row 
Gallies  &c.  from  Providence  and  Connecticut  were 
here  I  should  think  of  making  their  Station  uncom- 
fortable. If  possible  I  must  request  they  may  be  sent 
on,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  I  have  wrote  Gov- 

*  Re«d  Jnly  i6th,    Refeircd  to  ihc  B«»nl  of  War. 


ernor  Trumbull  requesting  the  same  of  him.  'Tis  not 
unreasonable  to  suppose  these  ships  have  a  number 
of  Small  Arms  on  Board  which  are  intended  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  disaffected  on  the  North  River, 
and  in  the  back  parts  of  this  Province  when  a  favor- 
able opportunity  may  offer  for  their  making  use  of 
them  against  Us.  I  am  sorry  to  say  their  numbers  by 
the  best  information  I  can  get,  are  great. 

We  have  one  large  Row  Galley  compleate,  and 
another  which  will  be  ready  by  the  time  those  arrive 
from  Providence  and  Connecticut,  the  whole  when 
collected  will  be  sufficient  to  Attack  the  two  ships  up 
the  River, — if  no  material  alteration  between  this 
time  and  their  arrival.  The  channel  they  now  lie  in  is 
so  narrow  they  cannot  work  their  Guns  to  Advantage 
— Lord  Howe  arrived  on  Fryday  last — his  fleet  can- 
not be  far  of.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 


FORGED   LETTER. 

TO    LUND    WASHINGTON. 

New  York,  15  July,  1776. 
DXAK  L.DKD, 

Lsxt  Friday,  the  British  Heel  wxs  »een  off  Staten-IstAnd  ;  ihey  havt  siacc 
b«cn  employed,  uaiiileTrupiec)  by  xt»,  in  dcbarlcin^  Ihcii  men,  iilara,  Ac.  And 
u  they  mult  now,  I  ibtMild  imagine,  be  |>ictty  ncsLcly  as  ilrong  as  tliey  expect 
to  be  Ibis  caiupd){i],  00  duubt  wc  nhall  mkih  hcnr  o{  iLcit  molioiii.  I  have 
Kin  lo  believe,  Ihcir  6ret  csbsy  will  nut  be  on  (his,  but  ou  L(Mi){-Ialaud  ;  where 
injudicionsly  I  (bi&k,  wc  alio  are,  or  loon  iball  be  in  force,  Yet,  if  ve  do  but 
act  our  parli  ns  becomes  u>,  be  the  iMue  as  it  may,  we  Khnll  al  Icait  give  them 
no  plusing  eomc^l  of  what  they  have  lo  expect  in  ihc  courte  oE  the  War.  Bttt 
there  it  no  relying  on  any  plan  that  11  to  be  executed  by  raw  men. 

Vou  have  heard  much  of  the  powers  with  which  conimiuianen  urere  to  be 
invested  lor  the  puiixjac  ol  Kltlitag  this  dispute.     Like  moat  uthcr  tilings  be- 


lODgitg  to  ll,  thne  loo  hitv«  made  «  much  gtcftUr  figure  in  talk,  than  (hey  do  in 
facL  There  ire  bat  two  commiiisioners,  the  two  Ilowei ;  and  their  powen  arc 
itremely  vague  and  an<letin«it.  It  is  a  pity,  mrchitiks.  thai  Congrccs  had  not 
belter  intomnlinn  on  lht«  »ubji:i*t  ;  if  Ihcy  had,  il  m  to  be  presumed,  Ihcy 
would  not  have  predpiiaied  the  declaration  of  independency,  so  as  lo  preclude 
•11  possibility  of  negotiaticrn.  I  mny  venture  lo  whiupcr  in  yonr  car.  that  this 
excepied,  1  firmly  believe,  ihai  America  might  have  carried  every  olhcr  puint : 
and.  cerUinly,  there  was  a  time  when  thii  would  have  been  decmcil  a  conquest 

rbeyond  the  warmest  wishes  at  the  warmest  American.     Whether  in  the  present 
ilure  of  affairs,  il  slill  be  vi,  is  another  question  :  I  can  answer  only  for  my- 
self, thai  I  would  not  even  tuit  so  much.     ItiflerenI  men  will  judge  diflerenlly 

'  vith  tttfttx  to  this  conduct,  on  the  pari  of  Great  Ilritain  :  I  own  I  am  hewil- 

'dercd  Mbd  puziJcd  lo  acconnt  for  tl.  After  nich  an  astonishing  expencc  as  they 
have  been  at,  and  with  snch  (air  prospects  as  they  have  before  them  of  being 
soon  in  n  capacity  tu  prescribe  llieir  own  terms,  it  certainly  is  exttnordinary  to 
find  thnn  con  Jew:  en  ding  to  be  friends  with  ui,  on  condiliocis  as  murtifying  an<I 

Idegrading  to  ihcro.  as  they  are  flattering  lo  us.  1  can  account  (or  it  but  in  one 
way  ;  I  really  ascribe  il  lo  thcii  magnanimily.  It  must  be  an  unpleasant  con- 
lesl  to  the  nation  :  I  say  llie  nation  ;  for  however  expedient  it  may  he  for  at  to 
Iiave  il  called  a  ministerial  war,  no  man  who  knows  anything  of  Ihc  English 
government,  can  imagine,  that  the  ministry,  cnuld  have  moved  a  slep  in  it,  if  it 
had  nut  been  the  scnac  ul  the  nation.  It  must,  loo  be  a  most  fruitless,  and  un< 
ptofilable  war ;  siitce  ever^  advantage  Ihey  can  gain,  must  in  (ad  be  a  loss,  as 
being  gained  over  themselves.  No  wonder,  therefore,  they  have  been  slow  and 
backward  to  enter  into  it ;  no  wonder  they  would  be  glad  to  be  well  rid  of  it, 
on  abnoil  any  tenns,  I  have  ever  been  of  this  opinion,  and  it  waa  this  per^ua- 
tioa  aione  (hat  reconciled  me  lo  the  tneasuie  of  taking  up  arms.  1  sec,  hour* 
eve>,  the  woild  around  me  viewing  il  in  a  different  light :  every  conceuaoo 
that  is  made  lo  us,  they  aliribale  to  timidity  only,  and  despondency.     I  own 

^«ppe•nnces  make  (or  this  cvnjectiife  :  and  no  doubl  Congress  will  give  il  its 
iction. 
I  Iwve  not  adopted  this  opinion,  that  we  might  have  peace  with  Great  Itrllain 

•  «o  Uims  which  would  once,  have   been   Ihnughi  most  honorable,  on   shght 

'pounds.  Yesterday,  a  letter  was  brought  lo  me,  making  overtures  for  a  nego- 
tiabon,  from  Lord  llowc.  1  had  expected  it ;  and  had  my  instructions.  Il 
was  addremed  to  me,  as  I  had  rorcseeu  as  in  a  private  cEiaractcr  only.  On  the 
ground  of  independency  U  wc  choae  to  maintain  it  this  was  not  a  mere  matter 
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of  punctilio :  it  WW  the  critical  motncnt  ol  thai,  whether  we  would  Kuert,  or 
recede  from  our  preieniiaox.  Never  did  men  lit  in  debate  an  a  question  of 
higher  intgnitiide  :  and,  when  they  had  once  deterTnincd  to  declare  their  coun* 
irjr  fiec,  I  :iee  not  why  ihcy  might  not  support  ihik  their  declaration,  by  Ibis  as 
well  as  other  m&uu.  A  contrary  conduct  would  certainly  have  indicated  soron 
want  of  fimnMS.  Vet  1  oonfajs  I0  you,  ]  fell  enkward  upon  the  oocMoa. 
the  Panctilia  seemed,  and  it  could  not  but  seem,  10  be  m;  own  :  and  as  snch> 
it  looked,  mcthought,  as  ihoush  I  were  proud  o(  ray  titles.  I^ut  yourself  in  my 
place :  and  see  mc,  lonf^ng  as  you  know  I  do  most  camesily  for  peace,  yel 
turning  my  back  on  a  gentleman,  whom  1  had  rciLBon  to  consider  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  it,  oidy  because  he  asked  for  Mr.  and  not,  Cenentl  Washington.  How 
oflini  il  is  my  lut  lu  find  ii  my  indispenable  duty  lu  act  a  part  cootimrr  to  both 
tny  own  KDUmenci  and  incUnaiioui.  But,  if  I  miiitake  not,  ft  is  in  cudL 
inuaiice'.  only,  that,  properly  speaking,  we  maiiifeM  our  ionimde  and  mag- 
nanimity. 

I  shall  astonish  you,  when  I  inform  you,  that  this  fitst  rebnfl  abated  not  the 
ardor  of  the  noble  commissioner.  His  deputy  paid  tis  a  second  visit,  atid 
vouchsafed  to  honor  me  with  the  appcUailon  of  General.  What  name  will 
yon  give  to  this  condciccotion  t  I  own  it  hurt  mc  :  and  has  wdl  nigh  led  nw 
into  a  train  of  thinking  very  different  from  all  my  former  opinionib  The  gen- 
tleman who  brou);lil  the  muisagc,  is  a  Colonel  Tatterson,  Adjulaiit-Ceneral, 
and  a  sensible  well  informed  man.  He  requested  to  speak  to  me  alone ;  and  I 
was  clsd  be  did.  After  the  tir^l  salutations,  he  toLd  mc  the  purport  of  the  letter 
which  had  bccu  refused  ;  and  his  errand  now  was  to  ask  mc  to  point  out  the 
most  eligjlilc  means  of  opening  a  ncgociatton,  (or  the  purpose  of  accommodat- 
ing tilt;  uiUia|j|iy  dtkpuie.  1  replied  that  [  knew  of  but  one  way,  and  that  wax 
by  application  Vi  Cuu^jl-s^  He  uiid,  the  King's  Commissioners  would  have 
no  objeclinn  to  IrcatEitK  with  the  members  who  conipuscd  tlie  Congten,  pro- 
vided only  ihit  they  couie  with  lei^al  authority  frum  ihc  regular  legislatures  of 
their  respective  countries.  I  answered,  they,  doubtless  would  come  with  mch 
authority ;  as,  indeed.  Ihey  could  come  with  no  other.  I  evidently  saw  bis 
drift  in  the  exception,  a«  he  did  mine  :  and  su  put  a  stof  to  all  possibility  of 
mistake  i  he  d,eclare(l  it  impossible  lor  his  masicn  ever  to  acknowledfe  lb* 
C«agr«s»,  a*  such,  ■  legal,  and  coosiitationaj  body  of  men,  and  as  it  MMnod  to 
be  rather  a  punctilio  of  pride,  thrni  of  uny  real  importance,  he  hoped  il  night 
be  waved.  I  Moied;  fluw,  Sir,  have  yuu  not  alrc<idy  acknowledged  the  pow- 
ccs  of  Coogrccs,  by  acknowledging  the  honorabCc  rank  t  hold,  and  which  1 


htM  from  ihein,  sad  ihem  only  ?  ThM  uid  he,  was  th«  con«esnon  merely  of 
politeness  ;  and  made  for  the  purpose  only  of  (CCtling  acceislo  me  :  and  he  was 

(teniMded,  I  wis  too  sensible  a  man  to  lay  iktiy  <>tre«5  on  so  meres  trifle,  I 
thanked  bim  for  hit  compltmcDl ,  but  auured  him,  thai  I  mcAnt  Co  ]tiy  Ihc  moit 
■eiioaa  ittta  on  il.  If  he  really  hod  that  opinion  of  my  undcntanding  which 
he  was  pleased  then  to  exprcM,  he  mu«t  have  supposed,  thai  though  a  thfle  in 
itself,  it  ceased  to  be  so  nfler  I  hail  made  a  point  of  It. 

Words  could  not  have  told  him  more  strnngtv  that  our  resolutions  were  lo 
a&^eit  and  malniain  our  independency.  And  i(  ihe  LommiKioncrs  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  founil  themselves  either  unable  or  nri willing  la  give  up  this,  as 
t  preliminary  article,  they,  and  he  nusi  pardon  me  for  saying,  that  I  could  bnt 
think  them  very  idly  employed  in  soliciting  an  inttrricw  with  me.  On  this  he 
prtpared  to  take  his  leave,  first  ^ding,  with  a  degree  of  sharpness  and  anima- 
tion, that  I  own  affected  me.  Sir.  said  he,  you  are  pleased  to  be  cavalier  with 
me:  I  consider  you  as  n  well-meaning — 1  wish  I  could  say,  well-informed 
man;  yet.  I  am  mistaken,  if  your  hc^d.  as  well  nt  your  heart,  would  not,  at 
thu  moment,  dictate  a  very  different  language.  I'here  may  be  h«n>ism,  for 
ought  1  know,  in  dMperalety  resolving  to  go  all  length*  with  the  men  with 
whom  yuu  have  connecled  yooTseif;  but  it  is  m&dncss  ;  and  you  may  be  ihnnk- 
ful  if  posterity  gives  no  worse  name  to  a  man  who  has  no  judgment  of  his  own. 
Wrong,  Sir,  your  judgment  no  longer.  We  certainly  stooped  an  low  iu%  the 
proudest  wrong-hend  among  you  could  nik  us  ;  hut,  if  you  renlly  think  as  you 
Mem  to  effect  to  do,  thnt  we  have  made  thcM  oreHuret  either  from  meanneit, 
from  n  distrust  of  onr  cause,  or  oar  ability  lo  moke  good  our  just  claims  you  are 
out  in  all  your  reckoning.  That  the  mean  and  narrow  minded  leaders  of  your 
councils  nMy  di»seminate  such  opinions,  in  yonr  unhappy  eoaniry,  I  can  euily 
•appose  ;  but  remember  Sir,  you,  and  your  party,  owe  some  account  to  the 
world  }  and  when  the  world  shall  come  to  know  your  infatuated  insolence  to 
this  instance  before  us,  as  know  it  chcy  must,  think  how  you  will  excuse  >'Our- 
sclves  ?  1  replied  with  no  less  wannth,  nor  1  trust,  dignity.  1  was,  indeed, 
Binng  :  for  after  once  having  owned  me  as  a  General,  you  mum  confcsn  there 
was  aomctbing  singularly  contemptuous  in  presuming  thus  to  school  me.  A 
few  pcTSonul  civilities  put  an  end  Lo  the  conference. 

I  hare  tronimiltcd  a  faithful  account  of  it  lo  Congress  ;  but  as  I  can  hardly 
suppose,  they  will  judge  it  expedient  to  make  it  public,  I  thought  I  owed  lo 
you.  not  wholly  to  disappoint  your  curioMty.  Vou  will  not,  ihcrcfoTe,  needmelo 
caution  yoa  to  be  secret,  us  well  on  this  ns  on  other  things,  which  I  wiiiu  to  yon. 
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One  tbing  more  I  miiic  not  omit  U>  mention  to  yini.  lo  ny  conference  with 
Colonel  I'nltenton,  I  Ihonghl  I  could  disoovfr  tliat  it  wan  iDtcnded  I  thoald  be 
imprecsect  with  a  persuasion  that  the  Commissioners  thought  not  unfavorahty 
alour  pie(etiMciii\  ax  urged  in  the  beginning  ol  the  (ti«pnle.  This  ik  lo  be 
accounted  for.  They  are  Whigc ;  and  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  CienenJ 
owec  hi*  leat  in  Parliament  In  the  interebUtof  the  di»en(er«.  But  whj  approve 
of  uur  fim  prcteiiiicini  only  ?  Surely  if  we  were  then  right,  we  are  not  now 
wrung  :  I  mean  lu  lo  what  we  have  a  right  lo,  by  the  principles  of  the  conMi- 
tuliof) ;  the  cKpcdicncy  of  our  meauitcx  ib  now  out  of  queiitiua.  1  cannot  dti- 
sodatc  Ihcidcaii  hit  ween  our  hiving  a  right  of  rciii^taiicc  in  the  case  of  lauitian, 
and  the  same  right  in  the  chm:  uf  Icgiilatiog  for  lu.  Vou  know  I  am  no  deep 
casuist  in  politital  specula tionii,  bul  having  happily  been  bronght  up  in  revolu* 
tinn  principles,  1  ihmight  I  trod  surely  when  1  (raced  (he  foolitcpf  of  those 
venerable  men.  Wundcrfiii  I  These  loo  are  the  principles  of  our  opponents  ; 
to  that  all  our  ntiitfortiinc  and  fault  ii.  the  having  put  in  practice  Ihe  very  tenets 
which  they  prnfeu  to  embrace. 

Bill  I  aball  exhnukl  your  (nticncc  ,  which  1  should  not  do,  furc^Mreing  as  I  do, 
thai  I  khall,  hcrcaller,  have  occasion  lo  put  it  In  (he  trial. 
I  am  witli  the  Iniexl  rcgani, 

]>ear  Lund,  Vours,  &c,  G.  W. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

N£W  York.  15  Jnly.  mt. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Griffin,'  who 
h;is  also  taken  upon  liim  the  charge  and  deHvery  of 
two  packets  containing  sundry  letters,  which  were 
sent  to  Amboy  yesterday  by  a  flag,  and  forwarded  to 
me  to-day  by  General  Mercer.  The  letter  addressed 
to  Govcrjior  Franklin  came  open  to  my  hands," 

*  On  ihe  l()Th  lV'ingre.1.%  elected  Samuel  tiriffin  to  be  deputy  adjutant  gcrteril 
fof  the  Ryiiig  camp. 

'  The»e  paper*  cuntnineil  l.onl  Howc'i,  decl&ration  of  ihc  appoinlmcnt  of 
bimsclt  anO  his  brother  as  commissioners  from  the  King  for  granting  free  Mid 
general  panlona,  and  a  letter  to  Oovernur  Kranklin  requesting  him  to  give 
publidt;  to  the  «ifd  declarution  in  New  Jersey. 
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I  was  this  morning  honored  with  yours  of  the  13th 
instant,  with  its  important  and  necessary  enclosures  ; 
and,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress,  I 
have  transmitted  to  General  Howe  the  resolves  in- 
tended for  him.  Those  for  General  Burgoyne  I 
enclosed  and  sent  to  General  Schuyler,  with  direc- 
tions immediately  to  forward  to  him. 

The  inhuman  treatment  of  the  whole,  and  murder 
of  part,  of  our  people,  after  their  surrender  and 
capitulation,  was  certainly  a  flagrant  violation  of  that 
faith,  which  ought  to  be  held  sacred  by  all  civilized, 
nations,  and  founded  in  the  most  savage  barbarity. 
It  highly  deserved  the  severest  reprobation  ;  and  I 
trust  the  spirited  measures  Congress  have  adopted 
upon  the  occasion  will  prevent  the  like  in  future  ; 
but  if  they  should  not,  and  the  claims  of  humanity 
are  disregarded,  justice  and  policy  will  require  re- 
course to  be  had  to  the  law  of  retaliation,  however 
abhorrent  and  disagreeable  to  our  natures  in  cases  of 
torture  and  capital  punishments.     1  have,  &c* 

'  Tliis  ha»  nr(crencp  (o  lb«  muluUQn&  of  Congre&s  rcfiKrdlng  Uu  agreement 
niAde  liy  Arnold  with  Furttcr.  In  iraiumitline  Uiccn  to  Washington,  Hoiu 
cock  wnilc,  July  ijih  : — "Shonld  the  Unii«d  Staecs  of  Amcnn  pre  ihcir 
sancttoa  to  Uie  Jc.%uitJcol  aehI  vitlaincviis  distincllon  which  CiplAin  I-'orstcr 
•dopu  to  JDfilifjr  hiK  conduct,  there  wouM  he  nf>  cn>l  to  bulcheriag  uui 
priwncn.  Thcjr  h»vc,  therefore,  very  propcrely  icptotialud  it ;  and,  in  ihc 
gcnninc  xpirit  of  ftcuclom  rviolveci,  thai  xucli  Erueltjr  us  thai!  be  inflicted  oa 
pri«onen  in  their  poiMCStiiQn,  by  uvagcs  or  for*igiicr§  taken  into  pay  by  the 
Kiii|[  of  Great  Briiain,  shall  be  contideied  is  done  by  bin  urderv,  anil  recotine 
\k  iiiiTnv<liniel]r  had  lu  rctalialioD.  Il  is  to  be  hoped  lh«ir  detennii]atio&  will 
have  (he  dcsirwl  tffcct,  and  that  for  the  future,  such  harbnTOus  scenes  will  never 
be  acted  under  the  eye  am!  approbation  <A  a  British  oflicer  ;  for  there  ia  the 
pcatest  reaimii  to  believe,  that  Captain  Fonter  engaged  the  Indians  to  join 
bini,  ou  the  expreu  erudition  of  giving  up  to  them  aU  such  pdsoDer^  ns  mi|;ht 
fall  into  liis  lundx.  Hit  tubsequcnt  conduct,  in4«cd,  rendcrt  tbi«  conjeclnre 
more  than  probable." 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New  York.  17  July.  1776. 

Sm, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  with  yours  of  the  15th 
Instt.  with  siindrj' resolves.  1  perceive  the  measures 
Congress  have  taken  to  expedite  the  raising  of  the 
Flying  Camp  and  providing  it  with  articles  of  the 
greatest  use.  You  will  see  by  a  post  script  to  my 
Letter  of  the  14th  I  had  wrote  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Pensylvania  Militia,  ordering  them  to 
be  marched  from  Trenton  to  Amboy,  as  their  remain- 
ing there  could  not  answer  the  least  public  good. 
For  having  consulted  with  sundry  Genln  I  was  In- 
formed, if  the  Enemy  mean  to  direct  their  views 
towards  Pensylvania  or  penetrate  the  Jerseys,  their 
Route  will  be  from  near  Amboy  and  either  by  way  of 

"  Enclosed  you  w-ill  receive  *  letter  from  Congrcw,  which  cudc  to  hand  ihit 
[Horning,  with  n  copy  of  mmiic  resolves,  to  which  you  will  fpve  yonr  altvntioig, 
u  their  execution  will  be  under  your  (litci^tion.  I  have  also  enckiKed  ■  teller 
(gr  Ccnernl  Bucgoyue,  which  I  request  you  lo  seal  anil  forwud  10  him.  u  ioon 
as  you  hftve  peru&ed  the  important  and  necessary  rc&alvu  it  cmitalnf.  The 
spirited  meaiuret,  which  Congress  hnvt  entered  into,  I  am  hopehdl  will  make 
the  Uriliih  troi>p!>  more  regardful  that  the  faith,  which  ouRht  to  be  pieaerved 
inviolate  between  nnlianit,  and  the  rights  of  humanity,  may  not  be  infracted  !n 
futore. 

"Admiral  Howe  arrived  on  Friday  tatt,  and  we  hourly  expect  ha  Seel.  The 
mat  day,  jtitl  before  he  came  in,  two  ships  of  war,  one  of  forty  and  (he  other 
of  twenty  ^ns.  and  three  lenden,  poued  our  batteries  wilhoul  any  certain 
ilamage  that  I  could  percclTC,  though  an  incessant  fire  w«»  kepi  up.  TlK:y 
availed  Ihcmsclvct  of  a  brisk  and  favorable  wind  and  tide.  Out  lul  inlellij^cc 
is,  that  they  are  in  Tappan  Bay.  Votx  may  reacttly  i.~x>nJKcture  a  variety  of  bad 
purpoMK  intended  by  thiKmanceuvre," — tfarAin^tPM  tt>  Sfhuylrr,  15  July,  1776. 

"  The  hurry  of  busincis  often  prvvetittug  patticular  invitation  beiDg  given  to 
ofScers  to  dine  with  the  General  :  He  pmenls  his  compliments  to  ihc  Brifcadien 
aod  Field  Officers  of  the  day,  and  re<;|ucili  while  ihc  tamp  continues  scllled  in 
the  City,  they  will  favut  him  with  Iheii  company  todinncr,  wilhoul  a  further  or 
KpcdoJ  invitation."— OmVr/r /'•U'E,  16  July,  1776, 


Brunswic  or  Bound  Brook.  The  lower  road  from 
South  Amboy  being  thro'  a  Woody  sandy  country. 
Besides  they  will  then  be  able  to  throw  in  succor 
here,  &  to  receive  it  from  hence  in  cases  of  emergency. 

The  Connecticut  light-horse,  mentioned  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  I  ilh,  notwithstanding  their  then  promise  to 
continue  here  for  the  defence  of  this  place,  are  now 
discharged,  and  about  to  return  home,  having  per- 
emptorily refused  all  kind  of  fatigue  duty,  or  even  to 
mount  guard,  claiming  an  exemption  as  troopers. 
Though  their  assistance  is  much  needed,  and  might 
be  of  essential  service  in  case  of  an  attack,  yet  I 
judged  it  advisable,  on  their  application  and  claim  of 
such  indulgences,  to  discharge  them  ;  as  granting 
them  would  set  an  example  to  others,  and  might  pro- 
duce many  ill  consequences. 

The  number  of  men  Included  In  the  last  return  by 
this,  is  lessend  about  500. 

I  last  night  received  a  Letter  from  Genl  Schuyler 
with  several  Inclosures,  Copies  of  which  I  have  here- 
with transmitted.  They  will  give  Congress  every  In- 
formation I  have  respecting  our  Northern  Army,  and 
the  situation  of  our  alTairs  in  that  Quarter  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  their  attention.  I  cannot  but 
express  surprize  at  the  scarcity  of  provisions  which 
Genl  Schuyler  mentions,  after  what  the  Commissarj' 
assured  me  &  which  formed  a  part  of  my  Letter  of  the 
14th  he  still  assures  of  the  same.  This  is  a  distress- 
ing circumstance  as  every  article  of  provision  and 
every  thing  necessary  for  that  Department  can  have 
no  other  now  than  a  Land  conveyance,  the  Water 
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communtcation  from  hence  to  ATliany  besn^  entirefy 
cut  oflC  Congress  will  please  to  consider  the  Indo- 
sure  Na  6  about  raising  Six  Companies  out  of  the 
Inhabitants  about  the  Lakes  to  prevent  the  Incur- 
sions of  the  Indians.  The  GenI  Officers  in  their 
Minutes  of  Council  have  determined  it  a  matter  of 
much  Importance,  and  their  attention  to  the  price  of 
Goods  furnished  the  soldiery*  may  be  extremely  nec- 
essary, they  have  complained  much  upon  this  head. 

The  retreat  from  Crown  Point  secerns  to  be  con- 
sidered in  opposite  views  by  the  general  and  field 
officers.  The  former,  I  am  satisfied,  have  weighed 
the  matter  well :  and  yet  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
latter  against  it  appear  strong  and  forcible.  I  hope 
whatever  is  done  will  be  for  the  best 

I  was  apprehensive  the  appointment  of  General 
Gates  over  General  Sullivan  would  give  the  latter  tiis- 
gust.  His  letter,  which  I  transmitted  to  Congress, 
seemed  to  warrant  the  suspicion.  He  is  not  arrived 
yet ;  when  he  does,  I  shall  trj'  to  settle  the  affair  with 
him  and  prevail  on  him  to  continue,  as  I  think  his 
resignation  will  take  from  the  service  a  useful  and 
good  officer.' 

*  Gesenl  Galea  wu  u  fim  ApjwaaCed  cdjvt&oi-gaKnl  with  ik  nak  of 
bfieadia.  At  ibc  mac  time  Gcacfsl  SuUirsa  wai  appoiiiicd  bof^in  ia  the 
line  of  Elu  txmj,  which  leeou  to  have  been  coiuidetcd  x  aspenoc  taak ;  ui4 
Gates  bad  receotlj'  been  prooioiol  ctrer  Snllivaa  to  the  nok  fli  ma}Oc>getief«I. 
The  btter  wrtile  on  Ibc  aibject  fnNB  Crowa  Potnl  to  Ccoovl  Schaylcx  ai  fel- 
low* : — "  1  ever  wa»  ilcstrouk,  that  xxBe  cAccx  Ktpcnor  In  nah  ibottlil  relieve 
■DC  lro«B  thit  di*a£recable  catnataiKl,  xaA  thovld  with  picsnn  haTc  remainec)  in 
the  *n>x  sad  Mmd  wbAk  him ;  bat,  CoafRM  haTii^  thooeht  proper  to  njper- 
ade  aie  bf  appdslfaie  Gcnetal  Gales,  who  had  ao(,  h;  the  ranJt  ibej  wtre 
pleawd  fonnerij  to  coofer  opoD  n&,  the  sajnc  prctctuioBS  u  mTxdf.  I  can  con- 
•tiac  this  in  no  other  U^hl,  Ibao  to  Mppoae  Cmgrci*  were  ipprehctudve  that  I 
wasnot  equal  to  the  tnut  tbe^wcre  pkaaed  to  lepcve  in  me.    If  this  be  the  caw. 


By  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Orange  County 
received  this  morning  the  Men-of-War  &  Tenders 
were  yesterday  at  Haverstraw  Bay  about  Forty  miles 
above  this.  A  number  of  men  in  four  Barj^es  from 
the  Tenders  attempted  to  land  with  a  view  they  sup- 
pose, of  taking  some  sheep  &  Cattle  that  had  been 
previously  removed.  A  small  number  of  Militia  that 
was  collected,  obliged  'em  to  retreat  without  their 
doing  any  damage  with  their  Cannon,  they  were 
sounding  the  Water  up  towards  the  Highlands,  by 
which  it  is  probable  they  will  attempt  to  pass  with 
part  of  the  Meet  if  possible. 

Yesterday  evening  a  flag  came  from  General  Howe 
with  a  letter  addressed  to  "  George  Washington,  Esq., 
&c.,  &c.,  &c"  It  was  not  received,  on  the  same 
principle  that  the  one  from  Lord  Howe  was  re- 
fused.'    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

I  am  bound  in  iuidce  to  my  aninlrytorelinqiiisb  a  command  to  which  Inmnot 
.equal.  If  thnwa«  not  the  fnundalinn,  nnri  they  hnil  nnt  vuch  nn  opinion  n(nie, 
Mlurely  my  honor  calls  upon  tn«  co  li^ve  <h«  <«r\'iirr,  after  a  person  U  jitil  over 

■e  withoni  any  imptfaclimcnt  of  my  conduct." — MS.  /-etter,  July  6lh.    CTcn- 
IKallivanwent  to  rhiU(lelphia..iiidi(^ndcrcd  (otheCongre§shi!ir«d£naiion; 
It  after  th«  reason*  for  promoting  (ieneni  <iate<i  were  explained  to  him  hy  Ibe 
^Prckidcnt,  he  asked  lesvc  to  withdnw  hh  applk-alion  Co  resign,  which  wti 
anted,  and  he  coiilinucil  iu  the  army. 

Read  July  i9lh.  and  rcfeirc<J  to  (lie  Board  of  War. 

'"New  Vort.J  Illy  i8lh.   On  Sunday  afternoon  a  barge  from  the  ileciappMTed 

I  oar  buy,  wiiii  n  white  flag,  which  wa«  there  met  by  the  Geiientl't  h»i^  with 

rent  gentlctnen  ol  the  sntiy  on  botml.     The  flag  wan  xent  (rom  Lord  Howe, 

rith  a  letter  to  his  EKCcUeiicy  General  Washinf^on.     But  as  the  letter  was  im- 

^properly  directed  it  was  not  received,  though  much  solidleil  hy  the  ofllicer,  who 

ve  bear  said  it  contained  nothing  of  a  hostile  nature — thai   Lord  ([owe  csme 

over  poiaencd  of  utiltmilcd  power,  and  wai  much  concerned  he  had  not  arrived 

a  few  days  sooner,  which  would  have  cffecteJ  a  recxmcilintion  &c.     However, 

II  Mcms  his  unlimited  power  did  not  extend  even  to  the  necessary  ptctimtnaries 
of  a  neecictation — an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  the  pervNii  to  whom  he 
came,  to  treat  with  him. 

"  Indeed  the  idea  of  coming  over  to  propose  a  plan  of  reeonciliation,  is  in  ercty 
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FORGED    LETTER. 


TO    LUND   WASHINGTON. 

New  yoiiK.  l6ih  July,  1776. 

Dkar  Lnim. 

How  cTucily  BTc  all  my  hopes  {n  one  ud  mamenl  bluied  4nd  destrOTed  !  1 
Am  positively  ordered  to  wait  for  ihe  enemy  in  our  lines  ;  tad  lest  I  ihould  be 
mftd  enough  not  to  obey  their  mandates,  not  a  single  tittk  ot  uijr  thing  I  hid 

ricvr  absurd  and  rediculous,  for  ai  tbe  Colonies  never  tnvadcnl  Ihe  rights  of 
Britain,  but  only  defended  their  own,  there  wu  do  occuion  at  all  i*i%  ncf^ocu- 
tion.  The  moment  (ircftUBritsis  receded  from  her  unjust  claims,  the  w«r  wu 
at  an  end. 

"  The  only  proposition,  thcicfore,  of  a  ncgocialion,  wu  a  proof  that  Great 
Britain  )9eni«tect  in  her  encroach m en li  on  the  ri);hta  of  the  Colonics,  and  wu  in 
Itself  an  act  of  a  hostile  naiuic. 

"  On  Tuesday  another  flag  from  the  fleet  appeared,  and  was  met  as  before, 
when  a  letter  was  again  ofiercd,  but  for  the  snme  reason  as  the  former,  rejected." 
^Nevi  England  ChronieU,  3$  July.  I??^- 

"  On  Friday  a  third  Hag  from  the  fleet  appeared, which  we  hear  brought  only 
•■open  letter  directed  to  Mi»ii  Margaret  Moncrirffe. 

*'  Saturday  ahenioon  out  people  di>covered  ■  fourth  t»%  of  truce,  wbempon 
Ihe  Mechanic!  barge  was  sent  10  meet  it,  and  conducted  the  oSiccr  (said  to  be 
Adjutant  (jcncral  oF  the  (orce^t  unrler  ibe  command  of  Lord  Kowet  I0  the  dwell- 
ing of  Col.  Knox,  in  this  city,  where  his  Encellency  Gen.  Washington,  attended 
by  hii  body  guards,  wailed  \\\>  arrival,  which  wa«  0  little  paiit  one  o'dodc :  The 
interview  was  short,  and  ihe  parttculam  arc  an  yet  not  made  known  ;  we  can 
therefore  only  say,  that  at  paiting  much  courtesy  was  teen  lu  pass  between  the 
gentlemen  who  bore  the  flag,  and  tho»e  of  the  Continenul  foroes,  who  had  the 
honor  to  be  present." — Pinn.  Lttiger,  July  37,  1776. 

(iencral  Howe  gave  the  following  account  of  this  matter  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
George  Gcrmaine,  dated  Augutt  6th  : — 

"  The  CommandcT-in-chicr  of  the  rebel  forces  sent  me  the  enclosed  letter  and 
narrative  of  sutiic  past  iraiiiactiurii  in  Canada,  wbich  1  thought  proper  to  anawer 
in  general  terms,  directing  to  '  Gtargt  iVathmgi^n,  Kt^.,  Sfi.,  &*t.,  i&*r.' as 
the  inosi  unexceptionable  mode  of  addre«5.  The  olTiGcr  sent  to  receive  the  Bag 
would  not  receive  my  letter,  as  it  did  not  eapress  hit.  General's  titles.  In  oonse- 
quencc  of  which  I  sent  Lieuicnant-Cotonel  TalerwD,  adjutant-general,  a  few 
day!  afterwards  to  remonKraie  upon  this,  and  other  circumstances  relative  to 
the  usage  of  General  I'rescott,  and  ^£veral  oR^ceis  in  Ihr  enemy's  possesMon,  and 
to  mention  an  exchange  of  pnwncrfi.  This  interview  was  more  polite  than  in- 
teresting. Jiowevet.  it  induced  me  to  cliange  my  superacription  for  the  attain- 
ntot  of  an  end  so  desirable  ;  and  in  this  view  1  Aaiter  myself  it  will  not  be 
dinpproved, " 


•iked  for,  in  puaitd,  Thiu  has  &  accond  ojipartnnily  of  rendering  rnjr  coontiy 
u  oKntU]  mvicc,  in  the  vwjt  of  my  profesuoD,  been  unwiieljr,  *nd  in  tha 
ino«t  mortifying  mannei  denied  me.  I  profciii,  I  hnrdly  knnw  Jhow  ii>  ticar  it  ; 
hnving  lo  regret  not  only,  that  two  opportunities,  such  at  majr  ncvrr  ngaJQ 
occur,  have  been  mfiered  to  pas*  b]>  u*  unimproved,  but  that  none  can  happen, 
we  aui  iin|iruve.  Managed  as  malten  arc,  we  neithei  are,  nor  ever  thai]  be, 
s  nililary  [wople  ;  and  <ret.  in  the  train  in  whicli  ihingi  are  now  put,  nnleM  we 
aic,  it  were  idiolism  to  hope  foi  either  freedom  or  independence. 

I  remember  well,  in  a  conversation  I  once  haii  with  a.  friend,  now,  moat 
■ajiotlj  ax  unwikcljr,  driven  fiuni  his  fri'rDdi  and  his  iioine,  uii  Ihe  mibjcct  of 
noaarchics  and  republics,  he  olijcclcd  to  Ibc  unavoidable  iJowncsB  and  diUlari< 
ncu  of  the  executive  power  in  Ihe  Utter.  Aiming  to  answer  biin  in  his  own 
way,  t  replied  that,  if  popLiUt  cuuncih  wferc  aluw,  they  yet  were  sure,  and  thai 
In  the  muliilude  of  counwllon  there  ia  wfety.  His  answer  was  prophetical.  If 
e*ef  {he  ii^d)  we  of  these  countries  ihould  rashly  put  th«e  ihingi  to  the  proof 
it  would  be  found,  that,  however  trur  this  adage  might  be  iu  the  cabinet,  it  was 
not  to  In  the  field.  Coavinc«d.  by  melancholy  experience,  that  tliis  is  the  cue. 
and,  that  without  Mime  different  lystcm,  we  Sihall  but  expose  ourselves  to  con* 
tempt  and  i^iin,  I  resolve  this  evening  honestly  &  openly  lo  say  so  to  the  Con- 
gte«t.  I  will  go  farther,  and  add,  thai  if  they  cannot  in  fact,  as  well  as  in 
appearance,  trust  me  with  the  uncontroaled  command  of  their  army,  I  will  no 
longer  be  Iheit  puppet.  Why  should  I  7  it  being  now  ntorally  certain  thai  by 
going  on  as  w«  have  hitherto  done,  I  can  neither  bring  honor  nor  profit  lo 
them ;  and  yet  am  rare  to  lose  all  the  little  of  cither  which  I  have  or  might 
have,  ponesed. 

t  want  words  to  express  to  yon  what  I  have  felt,  and  still  do  (eel  on  this  dts- 
appginUnent  of  all  my  hopes  ;  I  had  allowed  mysrlf  to  l»iild  too  mMch  on  my 
•chente ;  and  I  seem  to  be  in  the  situation  of  one  who  iihould  be  allowed  to 
rise,  on  pnrpoec  only  to  be  thrown  down.  The  enemy,  in  the  midst  of  all  our 
blustenngs,  roust  tlc«pivc  u«  ;  and  did  not  shame  or  soine  bBitcr  principle  rc- 
■tiain  ibcin,  I  should  1>e  but  little  surpri/ed  In  find  Genera.!  Howe,  even  with 
his  pmcnl  licttc  handful  attaclcing  us  ;  yes,  attacking  us  in  our  entrendiments 
— What  shall  [  dn  ?  to  retreat  is  to  entail  on  myself  the  curse*  of  every  public 
man  in  my  country;  and  to  go  on  is  certain  ruin  and  disgrace.  Were  the 
wotid  to  know  on]y  my  true  history  on  this  trying  occasion,  I  persuade  myself, 
all  the  ctiodid  and  conudcrate  io  it  would  acquit  me  of  blame.  But  this  the 
work!  can  know  only  by  my  resolving  to  tell  a  tale,  which,  considering  the  rank 


I  now  bold  in  it,  laaM  involve  my  country  in  such  inlcnuU  broalB  and  qsamis, 
asraiut  be  fatal  to  the  ][loriou«cauK  in  which  we  hftvt  embarked.  And  this,  I 
tmsl,  I  shall  have  the  rirlae  never  to  do,  he  my  piirate  wrongs  and  sufTeriogx 
ever  *o  Kreat. 

I  have  fini^ed  my  letter  to  the  Confj^oi,  to  whom  I  have,  al  length,  spoken 
in  a  more  peremplory  tore,  than,  I  fancy,  ihcy  have  been  u*ed  to.  It  w«» 
■iMolulely  neceuary ;  and  1  should  ill  deserve  their  confidence,  if  IfattMigh  uiy 
mistnken  complaisance  or  difiidcnce,  t  hcsitnlcd  to  point  out  to  them  the 
mischievons  cnnsc(|uences  of  their  inlctferencc.  I  have  also  intiiled  on  precise 
instructions  in  what  mnnner  I  am  to  conduct  myself  towards  the  British 
commisrionent.  if  peradvcnCure,  as  is  possible,  their  overtures  should  he  made 
through  me.  Their  anxwcr  will  have  a  great  inRuencc  on  all  my  future  tneas* 
urcs;  lU  1  shall  thcii  know,  (and  sorely  it  is  time  I  should)  on  what  grcnind  I 
stand.  The  very  decided  and  odventuroiin  meMure,  which  Congress  itself  has 
just  taken  ic  Ing  with  the  moKl  important  i:nn«c(]iirnces,  not  only  lo  ihe  com- 
rnunily  ai  lar^e.  hnt  to  every  man  in  it,  '['he  temper  and  judgment  which  they 
shall  now  manifest,  on  their  lini<  avowed  aaumplion  of  the  rein«  of  goveni' 
mcnt,  will  be  indicative  of  what  we  may  hereafter  cipcct.  If  oping  for  the 
best,  I  yet  will  watch  them  most  carefully. 

'Tis  all  fcarfal  expectation  !  Kvcry  man  I  see  «cenis  lo  be  employed  in  pre> 
paring  himself  for  Ihe  moRivntouK  rencontre,  which  every  man  pemiades  him* 
self  must  shortly  come  on.  There  is  an  ostensible  eagerness  and  impetuosity 
amongst  ns,  I  could  willingly  have  cxcuocd  :  1  should  have  been  better  pleased 
with  that  xleady  compnsiiTc  which  distinguishes  veterans.  One  thing  is  in  our 
favor,  the  pomions  of  our  soMieiy  are  seldom  suRcrcd  to  suhsidc  ;  being  con- 
(ttanlly  agitated  hy  some  strange  rumnror  other.  Happen  what  will,  it  cut 
hardly  be  more  extraordinary,  than  some  one  or  other  is  perpetually  preMgiiiK. 
And,  we  have  already  performed  «uch  feats  of  valor  whiliil  we  have  no  es«- 
mies  to  engi^  hut  snch  a*  our  own  imaginations  manufacture  for  a«,  that  I 
cannot  but  hope  we  xhall  do  well,  merely  became  no  one  ever  seems  to  enUT^ 
tain  a  suspicion  that  we  shall  not.  1  can  ax  yet  give  no  guess,  where  or  when 
Ihcy  will  approach  lu  :  I  conclude,  however,  that  they  will  hardly  btir,  till  they 
are  joined  by  all  the  men  they  expect.  Desponding  as  1  am,  I  wish  thoy  wer« 
arrived,  and  that,  at  thi«  moment  they  were  in  a  condition  lo  attack  us  :  They 
may  gMn  by  procrastination,  bul  we  are  sure  tv  luse. 

1  wrote  to  Mrs.  Washington,  lately,  ami  shall  again  in  a  week  or  two,  if  I 
dc  not  heai  of  her,  eie  that  in  Fhiladelphla,     It  liu  suipriznl  mc,  that  after 


what  I  wrote  die  ifaaulil  hesitate.  1  b«ig  of  )-ou,  if  »he  be  still  fmfiil,  to  sec- 
ood  my  peranasions  by  every  meam  in  your  powet.  Eipoied  ai  she  muit  be 
ID  vo  many  irterviewt  with  i>eo[>le  in  the  anny,  all  uf  wliotii  are  \n  ihe  way  of 
Ibc  small-pox,  I  have  the  most  dreadful  a)i|iteliensioni  on  her  account.  I  know 
not  well  bow  the  notion  came  Into  my  head,  but  it  Is  oertain,  I  have,  for  c«*era] 
days,  pcrstiaded  myself  that  she  b  already  InocuJated,  and  that  out  of  icndcr- 
nest  and  delicacy,  she  forbeare  to  inform  me  of  it,  till  she  can  aUo  inform  me 
■ke  ii  out  of  danger. 

I  noie  sundry  particulan  in  your  letter,  to  which  I  am  not  solidtoiis  to  give 
you  answers.  Why,  when  you  have  so  often  ulced  me  in  vain,  will  you  prets 
mc  for  Con([t»s-srcreis  ?  Whatevci  your  or  toy  private  BeBtimeni*  or  irishe* 
may  be,  it  b  safiicieni  for  us  ihai  we  know  the  hiehesi  nuihority  in  our  countiy 
bas  declared  it  free  aud  independent.  All  that  is  left  for  us  to  do  is,  so  far  as 
we  oan,  to  support  this  declaration,  withoot  too  curiously  cnqaJring  into  cither 
it*  wisdom  or  its  juslicc.  1  firmly  believe,  that  the  advocates  for  this  measure, 
ntcanc  well ;  and  I  pay  them  but  on  ordinary  compluncni  in  thlnldng  thai  ihcy 
were  fitter  to  determine  on  a  point  of  this  sort,  than  either  you  or  I  are.  At 
any  rale,  the  world  must  sHow  it  to  be  n  spirited  measure ;  and  all  I  have  to 
wish  for  is,  thai  we  may  support  it  with  a  suitable  spirit. 

I  am.  my  Dear  Lund, 

Yoon  mofrt  aScctioaately, 

G.  W. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Kkw  York,  17  July,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  I  was  favored  with  your  of  the 
12th  Instt.  with  its  Several  Inclosures. 

As  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  giving  up 
'Crown  Point,  and  vacating  that  post,  it  is  iinpossible 
for  me  to  determine.  My  ignorance  of  the  countr)', 
my  unacquaintancc  with  its  situation,  and  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  will  not  permit  me  to  pronounce 
aiiy  certain  opinion  upon  the  subject,  or  to  declare 
whether  it  might  or  could  not  be  maintained  against 


the  enemy.  I  doubt  not,  that  the  measure  was  duly 
weighed  by  the  general  officers  in  council,  and  seemed 
to  them  best  calculated  to  secure  the  colonies  and 
prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating  into  them. 
However,  I  cannot  but  observe, — though  I  do  not 
mean  to  encourage  in  the  smallest  degree,  or  to  give 
the  least  sanction  to  inferior  officers,  to  set  up  their 
opinions  against  the  proceedings  and  councils  of 
their  superiors,  knowing  the  dangerous  tendency  of 
such  a  practice, — that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
officers  in  their  remonstrance  appear  to  me  forcible 
and  of  great  weight.  They  coincide  with  my  own 
ideas.  I  have  ever  understood  Crown  Point  to  be 
an  important  post,  and,  from  its  situation,  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  us,  especially  if  we  mean  to 
keep  the  superiority  and  master)'  of  the  Lake.  If  it 
is  abandoned  by  us,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  the 
enemy  will  possess  it.  If  they  do,  and  my  judg- 
ment does  not  mislead  me,  any  vessels  or  galleys  we 
employ  upon  the  Lake  will  certainly  be  in  their  rear, 
and  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  bring  them  down 
to  Ticonderoga,  or  the  post  opposite  to  it,  or  from 
thence  to  have  the  least  communication  with  them, 
or  the  means  of  granting  them  succors  or  supplies 
of  any  kind.  Perhaps  it  is  intended  to  employ  the 
galleys  only  on  the  communication  between  the  two 
posts,  that  of  Crown  Point  and  the  one  now  to  be 
established.  How  far  they  would  there  answer  our 
views  1  cannot  tell.  As  I  said  before,  I  have  not  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  several  posts,  or  the 
neighboring  country,  to  form  an  accurate  judgment 
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Upon  the  matter,  and  of  consequence  do  not  design 
any  thing  I  have  said  by  way  of  direction,  trusting 
that  whatever  is  best  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
important  struggle  we  are  engaged  in  will  be  done.' 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  have  such  unfavorable 
accounts  of  the  condition  of  the  army.  Sickness  of 
itself  is  sufficiently  bad  ;  but  when  discord  and  dis- 
order are  added,  greater  misfortunes  cannot  befall  it, 
except  that  of  a  defeat.  While  they  prevail  there 
is  but  little  Hopes  of  Things  succeeding  well.  1 
must  entreat  your  attention  to  these  matters,  and  your 
exertions  to  introduce  more  discipline,  and  todo  away 
the  unhappy  pernicious  distinctions  and  jealousies 
between  the  troops  of  different  governments.  En- 
join this  upon  the  officers,  and  let  them  inculcate,  and 
press  home  to  the  soldiery,  the  necessity  of  order  and 
harmony  among  them,  who  are  embarked  in  one 
common  cause,  and  mutually  contending  for  all  that 
freemen  hold  dear.  I  am  persuaded,  if  the  officers 
will  but  exert  themselves,  that  these  animosities  and 
disorders  will  in  a  great  measure  subside ;  and  noth- 
ing being  more  essential  to  the  service,  than  that  it 

'  In  I  ooundl  <A  oSicen,  eoniictilag  of  Sclmyler.  Gatc«,  Solimm,  Arnold, 
and  Wocdiktt,  convened  tx  Crown  Poini,  July  yih,  il  wu  re»nlved,  rhit  the 
pott  WM  noi  tenable,  and  that  the  nnny  should  retire  to  the  strong  groiinil  op- 
pmilc  Ticonderogn,  kftcrwanls  calteJ  Mount /nJefrnJeine.  A  rctDonsttance 
Bgatnit  this  dvciiion  wai<  drawn  up,  and  «igned  by  twenty-one  of  the  inrerior 
oRicent,  ai  ihc  head  ol  wbnm  were  Colgnck  Siark,  Poor,  «nd  Maxwell 

Tb«  Bsfon  de  Wvcdtkc.  mentioned  above,  had  lieen  for  many  years  an  offi- 
cer Ed  the  army  of  the  King  of  Pnis<iia,  and  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  major. 
Comii^  to  khiladclphia  with  Mrong  tellen  of  rccommcndaiion  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin frrnn  [Knuns  of  eminence  in  Parix,  he  wat  appointed  hy  Con[>rcM  a 
brigadier-general  nn  the  i6th  o(  March,  and  onlcrcd  to  Carinda.  He  died  at 
I.ak«  George,  about  tluee  weeks  after  tlie  abuve  cuundl  was  held  at  Crown 
Potni,  and  wai  buried  wilb  the  honon  due  to  hi*  rank. 


should,  I  am  hopefull  nothing  on  their  part  wi!I  be 
wanting  to  effect  It.' 

The  scarcity  of  provision  which  you  mention,  sur- 
prises me  much.  I  had  hoped,  that  an  ample  and 
competent  supply,  for  a  considerable  time,  was  now 
in  Store,  nor  can  1  but  believe,  the  most  lavish  &  ex- 
travagant Waste  has  been  made  of  it.  Not  longer 
than  three  or  four  Days  ago,  &  just  after  the  two 
Men  of  War  &  Tenders  passed  by,  as  mentioned  in 
my  last,  the  situation  of  the  northern  Army  in  Re- 
spect to  this  article,  occurred  to  my  Mind,  &  Induced 
an  Inquiry  after  the  Commissary  about  it,  being 
certain  the  Water  communication  with  Albany  would 
be  entirely  cut  off,  &  was  happy  to  find  from  him, 
that  the  supplies  he  had  forwarded  with  such  a  Pro- 
portion of  Fresh  Meat  as  could  be  procured,  would 
be  fully  sufficient  for  10,000  Men  for  four  Months. 
This  I  informed  Congress  of,  as  a  most  fortunate 
Event.  To  be  told  now,  that  there  is  none,  or  next 
to  none,  is  so  contrary  to  what  I  expected  that  I  am 
filled  with  Wonder  and  Astonishment.  I  have  in- 
formed the  Commissary  of  it,  who  is  equally  sur- 
prised, &  must  request,  as  our  Navigation  is  so 
circumstanced  that  you  will  direct  those  whose 
Business  it  is,  to  use  ever)'  possible  Means,  to  provide 
such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary,  &  that  proper 
attention  be  paid  to  the  Expenditure,  or  it  will  be 
impossible  ever  to  subsist  that  Army. 

'  SchujlcT  h&d  written:  "The  moKt  descriplive  pen  cannot  deschbc  the 
camliti'On  of  oui  army.  Sicltncu,  di&uTilcT,  acil  discord  rei)(n  lriuni|>hKi)l— 
the  Utlc-r  occxiinned  by  our  illibciKl  and.  d»tcuctive  jeatouKy  which  unhappily 
subsists  bctwrct-n  the  iroopK  raised  in  difTrrtnl  colonies."  Sc*  y«utititlt  «/ 
CsHgnsi,    ig  July,  1776. 


As  to  intrenching  Tools,  I  have  from  Time  to 
Time  forwarded  all  that  can  possibly  be  spared. 

I  have  directed  the  Quarter  Master,  to  send  such 
Things  contained  in  your  List,  as  can  be  had  &  may 
"be  transported  by  Land.  The  greatest  Part  it  would 
be  difficult  to  procure  &  if  they  could  be  had,  it 
would  be  attended  with  immense  Trouble  &  Expence 
to  forward  them.  I  must,  therefore,  entreat  your 
utmost  Diligence  and  Inquiry  to  get  them,  &  not 
only  them  but  every  necessary  you  want  wherever 
they  may  be  had.  The  Water  Intercourse  being  now 
at  an  End,  but  few  supplies  can  be  expected  from 
hence,  &  I  make  not  the  least  Doubt,  if  active  proper 
Persons  are  employed,  in  many  Instances  you  will  be 
able  to  obtain  such  Articles  as  you  stand  in  Need  of. 
1  amunderthc  necessity  of  doingso  here,  and  by  much 
Pains  and  Industry  have  procured  many  Necessaries. 

As  for  the  Articles  wanted  for  the  Gondolas,  I 
should  suppose  many  of  them  may  be  purchased  of 
tlie  Proprietors  of  Crafts  about  Albany,  &  of  Per- 
sons who  have  vessels  there,  by  allowing  them  a  good 
Price.  The  Communication  by  Water  being  now 
seop'd  they  cannot  employ  them,  &  I  presume  may 
be  prevailed  on  to  part  with  most  of  their  Tackle  for 
a  good  Consideration. 

I  transmitted  Congress  a  copy  of  your  Letter  and 
of  its  several  Inclosures,  &  recommended  to  their 
particular  attention,  the  Resolution  No.  6,  for  raising 
six  companies  to  guard  the  Frontiers,  &  the  high 
Price  of  Goods  furnished  the  soldiery,  &  that  some 
Measures  might  be  taken  thereon. 

There  is  a    Resolve  of  Congress  against  officers 


holding  double  Commissions,  &  of  long  standing, 
none  are  allowed  it  except  Adjutants  &  Quarter 
Masters.  They  generally  are,  also  first  or  second 
Lieutenants.  In  this  Army  there  is  no  Instance  of 
double  offices,  but  in  the  cases  I  mention. 

The  Carpenters  from  Philadelphia,  unfortunately 
had  not  Time  to  get  their  Tools  &c.  on  Board  a 
Craft  here  before  the  Men-of-War  got  up.  They  set 
out  by  Land  next  Day,  and  I  suppose  will  be  at 
Albany  in  the  course  of  this  Week,  as  also  two  Com- 
panies from  Connecticut 

I  have  enquired  of  Mr.  Hughes,  &  find  that  the 
six  Anchors  &  Cables  were  on  Board  Capn.  Peter 
Post's  Vessel  belonging  to  Esopus  ;  who,  \ipon  the 
first  appearance  of  the  Fleet  coming  above  the  Nar- 
rows, went  off  without  taking  the  necessaries  brought 
by  Captain  Douw.  Mr.  Hughes  says.  Captain  Douw 
who  brought  you  the  Lead,  had  Orders  to  get  them. 

I  have  inclosed  you  a  List  of  the  naval  articles  the 
Qt.  Master  expects  to  obtain  &  send   from   hence, 
which  will  evince  the  Necessity  of  your  Exertions  tO; 
get  the  Rest  elsewhere.     Many  of  the  articles,    I 
should  suppose  may  be  made  at  Albany  &  within  the] 
neighborhood  of  it. 

1  am  in  hopes,  in  consequence  of  your  applicatioDi 
the  different  governments  will  take  some  steps  foi 
apprehending  deserters.  It  is  a  growing  evil,  and  II 
wish  it  may  be  remedied.  From  the  northern  army| 
they  have  been  extremely  numerous,  and  they  should 
most  certainly  be  returned  if  they  can  be  found.  How 
far  the  mode  suggested  by  you  may  answer,  the  event 
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will  show;  but  I  am  doubtful  whether  many  will  re- 
turn of  themselves. 

I  fancy  a  Part  of  your  Letter  was  omitted  to  be 
sent.  When  you  come  to  speak  of  Deserters,  what 
I  have  on  the  subject  begins  a  new  sheet  and  seems 
to  suppose  something  preceding  about  them.  After 
requesting  Mr.  Hughes  to  be  spoke  to  about  the 
Anchors.  &c.,  the  next  page  begins  "unanimously 
agreed  that  I  should  write  &c." 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  Resolve,  Congress 
mean  to  raise  the  Garrison  for  Presque  Isle,  &c  in 
the  counties  of  Westmoreland  &  Bedford  in  Pennsyl- 
vania.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Jul^  iSth,  10  o'clock,  ante  Mcridicn. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  minute  spoke  to  Mr.  Trumbull 
again  about  Provisions,  &  pressed  his  most  vigorous 
Exertions  ;  I  believe  he  is  determined  to  leave  nothing 
undone  on  his  Part,  &  has  already  sent  off  some 
Persons  upon  the  Business,  of  which  I  suppose  he 
will  Inform  you  or  Mr.  Livingston.' 

'  "Althdugfa  IheGciicral  is  very  ^cniiblc  that  the  grCKt  fatigue  tiuly  oE  UiisArmy 

is  hi|;hly  pIcMcU  to  sec  Che  oSicen  ^nA  men  go  ihroi^h  with  to 

^erfulnnt  unci  leal)  does  not  allow  much  lime  (oe  inrtncruv'rtnB  and 

(he  troops  ;  yet  k  is  a  matttir  of  so  much  consequence  to  luve  them 

^acii^  u  linic  and  circumstances  will  admit ;  that  he  canietUy  iccmn- 

to  the  Brigadiers,  Colonels  or  commanding  officer?  of  KcEimcnIs  (o 

(at  that  purpose,  and  partic-ularly  to  have  the  men  icutnicted  and 

Kvoluttons,  Manuruv'ring  and  ai^  much  of  the  Manual  I^acrrisc,  as 

^nd  riiiftj;,  not  only  willi  quicknc&s  but  calnincis. 

finm  Cobble-hill  on  Lon|[  bland,  are  to  be  the  aignal  that 
Jed  on  that  Island. 

ing   frequently  been   made,  that  Ibe  Scnln'os,  especially 
lire  wantonly  at  boats  and  perMins  yiauing,  Oflicen  of 
cful  ujMn  Ibis  head,  and  acquaint  the  Sentties  that  they  are 
tin  coming  to  the  Itiwn  ;  and  that  Ibcy  ore  not  to  moteal  ur 
mlt:rrupt  ihc  Ferry-Hoals." — Ordtrfy  B^vk,  iSjul}',  177b. 
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TO   THE   COMMITTEE   OF   THE   CITY    OF    NEW    YORK,' 

HsAXJ-QUARTERS,  Nkw  York,  19  July,  1776. 
GeNTI-EMEV, 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  State  of  New  York,  dated  the  i6th 
instant,  recommending  it  to  all  the  general  and  sub- 
committees, to  apprehend  and  secure  all  those  persons, 
whose  going  at  large  at  this  critical  time,  they  may 
deem  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  State.  As  this 
city  is  hourly  threatened  with  an  attack  from  a  power- 
ful enemy,  and  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend from  their  vicinity  to  this  city,  and  from  the 
number  of  suspicious  characters  still  in  it,  that  they 
may  receive  intelligence,  which  may  counteract  all 
my  operations  for  its  defence.  I  strongly  recommend 
it  to  you,  to  remove,  for  some  time,  all  equivocal  and 
suspicious  characters.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
spirit  of  the  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Convention  ; 
and  the  propriety  of  it  is  founded  on  the  law  of  self- 
preservation,  and  confirmed  by  the  practice  of  all 
nations  in  a  state  of  war. 

I  The  Convention  wkk  now  tilting  nt  White  Plains.  The  following  reMlution 
was  passed  on  the  ijlh.  and  imnsmiitcd  10  Ccnewl  Washington  :  "  Rcsolred 
VnntiDntuly,  that  it  i!t  Uic  opinion  ai  this  Convcnrinn,  that,  if  his  ErccIIcdcj' 
General  Washington  should  think  it  expedient  for  the pTCkcrvalion  of  thi*  State, 
and  the  general  inlcreal  of  America,  lo  abandun  the  city  of  New  York  and  with- 
draw  the  troops  to  the  north  «(lc  of  Kingibridge,  this  Congnsn  will  clieerfnlly 
cooperate  with  him  in  every  measure,  that  may  be  necessary  tor  that  purpose." 
In  acknowledging  it  lie  wrote,  July  17th  :  "Your  letter  of  tlie  isth  instant, 
covering  the  resolution  of  the  ume  dale,  wa*  duly  received,  wliich  I  bcglenvc 
to  iwy  was  noble,  and  docs  honor  to  your  respectable  body.  It  likewise  adds 
t  farther  pioof  of  your  delciminaiion  lo  afford  mc  all  puuible  auikiance,  in 
dlscharifing  the  important  dutiin  tif  my  office.  It  is  imposiiblr  lo  s»y  ivkat 
may  be  nccehtary.  but  I  ihall  conduct  inyiielf  as  the  exigenceK  of  the  vase  may 
require,  and  1  doubt  not  your  cheerful  aid  and  ftstislonce  will  be  rendered  when- 
ever called  for." 


I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  add  my  recommendation  to 
that  of  the  Convention,  that  if,  through  an  ill-timed 
lenity,  my  attempts  to  secure  this  province  should  be 
baffled,  the  blame  of  it  may  not  be  imputed  to  my 
want  of  vigilance.  I  have  enclosed  a  list  of  persons 
represented  as  dangerous.  As  I  can  only  speak  from 
information,  I  must  rety  upon  your  taking  proper  steps 
with  them ;  unless,  from  your  better  knowledge,  you 
determine  them  to  be  of  different  characters  from 
that  represented.     I  am,  Gentlemen,  &c.' 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New  VoKX,  19  }vly,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
1 6th  &  17th  with  the  several  Resolves  they  con- 
tained, to  the  execution  of  which  so  far  as  shall  be 
in  my  power,  I  will  pay  proper  attention. 

'  Gn*t  TigiUne*  -KM  uied  in  taking  up  disailccied  pcnooi,  and  such  ju  gtn 
iBdical)on»  at  gmng  over  tn  the  eneniy.  Genenl  Greene,  who  ww  sialinncd 
00  l«ii|{  Island,  gave  tlie  following  humorous  Account  of  an  adventure  of  (his 
Mrt  under  hi*  command  :  "  I  have  cxamiiictl  Ihc  prUctnvrit.  and  find  them  to  be 
n  pow  paiccl  nl  ignoT^nt,  cowoitlly  (eUowji.  Two  are  tailors,  and  ihe  oiher 
two  common  laborare.  They  candidly  confer,  thai  they  wi  oS  with  an  Inten- 
tion of  )>oing  to  Sutvn  hlaml ;  noc  wiili  any  Inieniion  of  JoEninj^  the  enemy, 
bntonly  to  get  out  of  Ihc  way  of  fighting  here.  There  has  been  a  draft  ftmongst 
the  militia  to  hit  Ihe  new  levies,  and  It  was  niroored  that  Ihcse  persons  were 
drawn.  Il  was  also  reported,  thM  they  were  Co  go  lo  the  northern  army,  and 
that  almoat  all  thai  went  there  either  died  or  were  killed.  The  prospect  wu 
EQ  shocking  Co  them,  and  to  their  grandmuthen  and  aunt*,  that  !  believe  they 
wor«  pemiadcd  to  run  away.  Never  did  I  see  fellows  more  frightened.  They 
wept  like  cliililren,  and  appeared  exceeding  sorrowful.  I  b^your  Excellency's 
dircctioD  how  to  dispose  of  them.  Tbcy  do  not  appear  to  be  aciuamtcd  with 
one  public  matter.  They  have  been  ti'iyisA  ;  t  fancy  not  from  piinciplc,  bat 
Irom  its  being  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  dit!  county." 


S76 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1776 


In  my  Letter  of  the  i  7th  I  transmitted  you  a  Copy 
of  one  from  Genl  Schuyler  and  of  its  several  Inclo- 
sures.  I  confess  the  determination  of  the  Council  of 
General  Officers  on  the  7th  to  retreat  from  Crown 
Point  surprized  me  much,  and  the  more  I  consider  it 
the  more  striking  does  the  impropriety  appear.  The 
reasons  assigned  against  it  by  the  Field  Officers  in 
their  remonstrance,  coincide  greatly  with  my  own 
Ideas,  and  those  of  the  other  General  Officers  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with,  and  seem 
to  be  of  considerable  weight, — I  may  add  con- 
clusive. I  am  not  so  fully  acquainted  with  the 
Geography  of  that  country'  and  the  situation  of  the 
different  posts  as  to  pronciunce  a  peremptory  Judge- 
ment upon  the  matter,  but  if  my  ideas  are  right,  the 
possession  of  Crown  Point  is  essential  to  give  us  the 
superiority  and  mastery  upon  the  Lake.  That  the 
Enemy  will  possess  it  as  soon  as  abandoned  by  us, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  if  they  do,  whatever  Gal- 
lies  or  force  we  keep  on  the  Lake,  will  be  unques- 
tionably in  their  rear.  How  they  are  to  be  supported 
there,  or  what  succor  can  be  drawn  from  'em  there, 
is  beyond  my  comprehension.  Perhaps  it  is  only 
meant,  that  they  shall  be  employed  on  the  communi- 
cation between  that  and  Ticondcroga.  If  this  is  the 
case,  I  fear  the  views  of  Congress  will  not  be 
answered,  nor  the  salutary  effects  be  derived  from 
them  that  were  Intended.  I  have  mentioned  my  sur- 
prize to  General  Schuyler,  and  would  by  the  advice 
of  the  Generals  here  have  directed,  that  that  post 
should  be  maintained,  had  it  not  been  for  two  causes; 


An  apprehension  that  the  Works  have  been  destroyed, 
and  that  if  the  Army  should  be  ordered  from  Ticon- 
deroga  or  the  post  opposite  to  it,  where  I  presume 
they  are,  to  repossess  it,  they  would  have  neither 
one  place  or  another  secure  and  in  a  defensible  state. 
The  other,  lest  it  might  encrease  the  Jealousy  and 
diversity  in  Opinions  which  seem  already  too  preva- 
lent in  that  Army,  and  establish  a  precedent  for  the 
Inferior  Officers  to  set  up  their  Judgements  when 
ever  they  would,  in  opposition  to  those  of  their 
superiors — a  matter  of  great  delicacy,  and  that  might 
lead  to  fatal  consequences,  if  countenanced ;  tho'  in 
the  present  instance  I  could  wish  their  reasoning  has 
prevailed.  If  the  Army  has  not  removed,  what  I 
have  said  to  General  Schuyler  may  perhaps  bring  on 
a  reconsideration  of  the  matter  and  it  may  not  be 
too  late  to  take  measures  for  maintaining  that  post 
but  of  this  I  have  no  hope. 

In  consequence  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  for 
three  of  the  Eastern  Regiments  to  reinforce  the 
Northern  Army  I  wrote  General  Ward  and,  by  ad- 
vice of  my  General  Officers,  directed  them  to  march 
to  Norwich  and  there  to  embark  for  Albany,  con- 
ceiving that  two  valuable  purposes  might  result 
therefrom; — First,  that  they  would  sooner  Join  the 
Army  by  pursuing  this  Route  and  be  saved  from  dis- 
tress and  fatigue  that  must  attend  every  long  March 
thro'  the  countrj'  at  this  hot  uncomfortable  season ; 
and  secondly,  that  they  might  give  succor  here  in  case 
the  Enemy  should  make  an  Attack  about  the  Time 
of  their  passing :  But  the  Enemy  having  now  with 
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their  Ships  of  War  and  Tenders  cut  off  the  water 
communication  from  hence  to  Albany,  I  have  wrote 
this  day  and  directed  them  to  proceed  by  Land  across 
the  Country.  If  Congress  disapprove  the  route,  or 
wish  to  give  any  orders  about  them,  you  will  please 
to  ccrtifye  me,  thereof,  that  I  may  take  measures 
accordingly.' 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copies 
of  a  letter  and  sundry  resolutions,  which  I  received 
yesterday  from  the  Convention  of  this  State.'  By 
them  you  will  perceive  they  have  been  acting  upon 
matters  of  great  importance,  and  are  exerting  them- 
selves in  the  most  vigorous  manner  to  defeat  the 
wicked  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  such  disaflfected 
persons  as  may  incline  to  assist  and  facilitate  their 
views.  In  compliance  with  their  request,  and  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  money  for  carrying  their 
salutary  views  into  execution,  I  have  agreed  to  lend 
them,  out  of  the  small  stock  now  in  hand  (not  more 
than  sixty  thousand  dollars),  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, as  a  part  of  what  they  want ;  which  they  promise 
speedily  to  replace.     Had  there  been  money  sufficient 

'  "Jiemlved,  That  Gencnd  Waihington  be  inronnod  that  Congras  have 
vtA  sn  CDtirc  conlidencc  in  his  judgment,  that  xhty  will  i^iire  him  no  pvticu* 
lar  directions  about  the  dtspoBiiion  o^f  the  troops,  but  desire  that  he  will  dis- 
pose c>i  those  al  New  York,  the  dying  CAmp,  and  Ticonderoga,  as  lo  him  thaD 
«ein  moil  conducive  to  Ihc  public  gr.od." — JtmmaU.  33  Jul/.  1776. 

*  Kouluttuns  fmr  caUtUK  out  one  fourth  pan  of  the  militia  of  the  counties  of 
Wc&lche»I,cT,  Dulcheu,  Uhiler,  and  Orange,  fur  Ihc  defence  ol  the  Stale  ;  to  W 
engaged  till  the  last  da^  of  December,  and  each  man  to  receive  a  bounty  of 
twenty  doUan,  and  CouLLnenial  pay  and  kubsittence.  Tbey  were  to  be 
■tationed  in  th<  Highlands,  and  in  (he  vicinity  below,  to  guard  the  defiles  and 
prevent  incuTsiani  of  the  enemy  from  HudvunS  River.  General  Washington 
was  rcajuestcd  (o  appoint  a  commanilcr  of  these  Icric*.  He  appointed  General 
Ceofg«  Clinioo, 
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for  paying  the  whole  of  our  troops  and  not  more,  I 
could  not  have  done  it.  But  as  it  was  otherwise,  and 
by  no  means  pro|)er  tn  pay  a  part  and  not  the  whole, 
I  could  not  foresee  any  inconveniences  that  would 
attend  the  loan ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it  might  con- 
tribute in  some  degree  to  forward  their  schemes.  I 
hope  my  conduct  in  this  instance  will  not  be  disap- 
proved. 

I  enclosed  Governor  Trumbull  a  copy  of  their 
letter,  and  of  their  several  resolves  by  Colonel 
Broome  and  Mr.  Duer,  two  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion, who  are  going  to  wait  on  him ;  but  did  not 
think  myself  at  liberty  to  urge  or  request  his  interest 
in  forming  the  camp  of  six  thousand  men,  as  the 
levies,  directed  by  Congress  to  be  furnished  the  3d  of 
June  for  the  defence  of  this  place  by  that  govern- 
ment, are  but  little  more  than  one  third  come  in.  At 
the  same  time,  the  proposition  I  think  a  good  one,  if 
it  could  be  carried  into  execution.  In  case  the  enemy 
should  attempt  to  effect  a  landing  above  Kingsbridge, 
and  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  this  city 
and  the  country,  an  army  to  hang  on  their  rear  would 
distress  them  exceedingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  paper  should  have  been  sent 
before  but  was  omitted  thro'  hurry, 

P.  S.  After  I  had  closed  my  Letter  I  received  one 
from  Genl  Ward,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  Trans- 
mitted. I  have  wrote  him  to  forward  the  Two  Regi- 
mts.  now   at   Boston    by  the    most    direct    road   to 

■  Read  July  wih.     RckiKc)  lo  Board  of  War. 
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Ticonderoga,  as  soon  as  they  are  well,  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  &  consider  their  having  had  the 
small  pox  as  a  fortunate  circumstance — When  the 
three  arrive  which  have  marched  for  Norwich,  I  shall 
immediately  send,  one  of  'cm  on,  if  Congress  shall 
judge  it  expedient,  of  which  you  will  please  to 
Inform  me.' 


X 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL  GATES,    TICONDEROGA. 

New  Vokk,  19  July,  1776. 


Dear  Sir, 

1  expected  ere  this  to  have  heard  from  you  ;  and  I 
will  open  the  correspondence  by  expressing  my 
exceeding  great  concern,  on  account  of  the  determi- 
nation of  your  board  of  general  of^cers  to  retreat 
from  Crown  Point  to  Ticonderoga,  assigning,  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  all  your  field-officers,  for 
reason,  that  the  former  place  is  not  tenable  with  your 
present  force,  or  the  force  expected. 

My  concern  arises  from  information,  and  a  firm 
belief,  that  your  relinquishing  Crown  Point  is  in  its 
consequence  a  relinquishment  of  the  Lakes,  and 
all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  therefrom ;  for  it 
does  not  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  the  enemy  will,  if 
possible,  possess  themselves  of  that  pass  (which  is  a 
key  to  all  these  colonies),  the  moment  you  leave  it, 
and  thereby  confine  your  vessels  to  the  narrow  part 
of  the  Lake  in  front  of  that  post ;  or.  by  having  them 

'  "  KcMlved,  that  General  Wuhiogton  be  impowered  ta  order  the  rcgineDl 
l«lrly  raific<l  in  Connecticut  under  the  command  of  CoL  Ward,  wltercsucvcr  he 
jhail  Uiink  Ihe  ierrice  requires  il." — Jaurntij  ef  Congrtti,  29  July,  1776, 
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in  the  rearof  it,  cut  off  all  kind  of  supplies  from  and  all 
intercourse  between  your  camp  and  them,  securing  by 
this  means  a  free  and  uninterrupted  passage  into  the 
three  New  England  governmentsfor  invasion  thereof. 

Nothing  but  a  belief,  that  you  have  actually 
removed  the  army  from  Crown  Point  to  Ticonderoga, 
and  demolished  the  works  at  the  former,  and  the  fear 
of  creating  dissensions,  and  encouraging  a  spirit  of  ^ 
remonstrating  against  the  conduct  of  superior  officers 
by  inferiors,  has  prevented  me,  by  advice  of  general 
officers,  from  directing  the  post  at  Crown  Point  to  be 
held,  till  Congress  should  decide  upon  the  propriety 
of  its  evacuation.  As  the  case  stands,  I  can  give  no 
order  in  the  matter,  lest  between  two  opinions  neither 
of  the  places  are  put  into  such  a  posture  of  defence,  as 
to  resist  an  advancing  enemy.  I  must  however  express 
my  sorrow  at  the  resolution  of  your  council,  and  wish 
that  it  had  never  happened,  as  everj'  body  who 
speaks  of  It  also  does,  and  that  the  measure  could  ^ 
yet  be  changed  with  propriety. 

We  have  the  enemy  full  in  view;  but  their  opera- 
tions are  to  be  suspended,  till  'the  reinforcement 
(hourly  expected)  arrives,  when  I  suppose  there  will 
soon  be  pretty  warm  work.  Lord  Howe  is  arrived. 
He  and  the  General,  his  brother,  are  appointed  com- 
missioners to  dispense  pardons  to  repenting  sinners. 
My  compliments  to  the  gentlemen  with  you  of  my 
acquaintance.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 

'  In  Kply  lo  ihU  leit«r,  ftfter  slatiTtg  Ihe  rvitons  for  evncunllng  Crown  Point. 
Gcncnl  Cittc^  add&d  :  "  It  wotilii  be  lo  the  last  degree  improper  to  order 
inforcciacnU  to  Crown  Point,  or  even  hither,  until  obliifcd  by  the  most  pressing 
efncrgcncy  ;  u  thni  wniiM  -ontj'  be  heaping  nnc  hmpitftl  upon  another.      Tho«e 
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TO   THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New  VotK,  »  Jnljr,  1776. 

Sir, 

Your  favors  of  the  i8th  &  19th  with  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  have  been  duly  re- 
ceived with  the  Several  Resolves  alluded  to. 


IrtMp:^  when  Ihey  airire,  <k  tXi  ordered  to  hall  U  Skeneifaoroagli,  Eveij 
thing  aboul  thii  army  is  infected  with  the  pntilcnc«  :  (he  clothes,  the  blankets, 
the  air,  and  the  ground  thcjr  walk  upon.  To  put  thia  cvtl  from  tu,  a  general 
hoxpital  is  extabliihed  at  Fort  George,  where  there  are  now  lietween  two  artd 
three  thousand  v'ck,  and  where  every  infected  person  is  im mediately  s«u(,  Bui 
this  caie  and  ^.-aution  Imve  not  effectually  dettCroyed  the  disease  here ;  It  Is  not- 
withstanding continiislly  brcsking  out. 

"  Our  little  fleet  already  liiiilt  is  e<|ui])piu);  uader  the  dircctiun  rA  General 
Arnold  with  nil  the  inilustiy,  which  hit  activity  and  good  example  can  inspire. 
As  (tat  as  they  arc  lilted,  they  are  vent  to  Crown  Point,  where  the  axth  battalioi 
of  the  Peniwylvajiiun*.  commanded  by  Lietitetutiit-Culonel  Hartley,  is  postedL 
Three  hundred  men  and  officers  have  been  drafted  from  the  corps  here  to  man 
tlM  twaels :  one  half  seamen,  the  other  to  act  as  mnrioe.i.  As  soon  as  all  the 
vessds  tnd  gondolas  are  equipped.  General  Arnold  has  offered  to  go  to  Crown 
Point  and  take  the  cammand  uf  them.  This  i.i  exceedingly  pleasing  to  me,  aa 
he  has  a  perfect  knowledge  n(  maritime  aflairii,  and  ii,  besides,  a  most  deserving 
and  uallanc  olhcei.  The  command  of  ih«  water  n  of  the  last  impoilance,  for 
should  the  enemy  ever  ^k\  a  naval  force  superior  to  ours  upon  the  Lake,  the 
command  thereof  is  theirs,  let  who  will  possetis  Crown  Point.  As  to  their  peoc- 
tralinf  the  eastern  t;overnmcnt2»,  they  may  attempt  that  by  Onion  River,  wMch 
empties  llsdf  into  Mi.tciMiue  flay,  wsty  miles  below  Crown  Point." — jV5.  />*■ 
Itr,  Titondervga,  July  39th. 

In  the  sauie  letter  General  Gales  took  occasion  to  reflect  in  a  manner  some- 
what estraordinary  upon  the  opinions  of  the  general  oflnccrs  in  Wodiingtoo's 
army.  "  I  mu&t  now  lalce  the  tlbeny,"  he  writes,  "to  animadveit  a  little  upon 
the  unprecedented  behaviour  of  the  tiicuibcrs  of  yuur  cvuncO  to  thdr  compeers 
in  this  deportment.  They,  Sir.  having  very  ample  supplies  at  hand,  make  00 
allowance  for  the  misfortunes  and  wants  of  this  army,  nor  for  the  delay  and 
difficulty  that  ■iicnri  the  procuring  of  every  thing  here.  Had  we  a  healthy 
army,  four  times  the  number  of  the  enemy,  our  moftazines  full,  our  artillery 
complete,  storei  of  every  kind  in  profuse  abundance,  with  vast  and  populooi 
towns  and  country  close  at  hand  to  supply  nur  wnnts,  your  Excellency  wouM 
hoir  no  complaints  from  this  army :  and  the  members  of  your  council,  oar 
brethren  and  compeers,  would  have  as  little  reason  then,  as  Ihcy  have  no-v,  to 
censure  the  conduct  of  those,  who  nrc  in  nochiiif;  inferior  to  themselves." 

General  Gales  had  written,  July  l6lh,  that  since  the  beginning  of  Majr  tihc 
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When  the  letter  and  declaration,  from  Lord  Howe 
to  Mr.  Franklin  and  the  other  late  governors,  come 
to  be  published,  I  should  suppose  the  warmest  advo- 
cates for  dependence  on  the  British  crown  must  be 
silent,  and  be  convinced  beyond  all  possibility  of 
doubt,  that  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  Commis- 
sioners was  illusory,  and  calculated  expressly  to  de- 

l<a»  lusuincd  in  th«  northern  trmy  from  the  vncmj.  and  by  death  uid  d««rtioa, 
amounted  to  more  than  6ve  thouiuuid  men,  and  that  three  thousand  were  tlicn 
■id:. 

"  The  rcncra]  has  ^c^X  pleasure  in  communicadng  to  the  oflicen.  and 
soldiers  of  (hit  Arm]',  the  Signal  mcccst  ol  the  American  Armt  uniler  General 
Lee  at  South  Carolina.  The  en emjr  having  atienipied  to  Eand  at  the  Mine  lime, 
that  ■  most  furioas  CaDnoiiadc  for  Iweht  hours  was  mule  upon  the  FortiSca- 
tiona  near  Cburlcstowo :  Both  Fleet  and  Army  htva  been  repiiUcd  with  ^reai 
loss  by  a  small  number  of  gallant  troopx  ju«t  raised.  The  eikemy  have  had  one 
hundred  acid  serenty-two  men  killed  and  wounded,  among  whom  were  several 
officers  ;  Two  capital  Ships  much  damaged,  one  Frigate  of  Twenty-eight  finni 
being  entirely  lo«t  being  ibaniJained  and  blown  up  by  the  Crew,  and  others  so 
burl  that  they  will  want  ureal  repair  before  they  will  be  fit  for  service  ;  And  all 
with  a  loss  on  our  pari  of  ten  IcJllcd  and  Iwenty-iwo  wounded.  The  Firmnesa, 
Courage  and  Bravery  of  our  Troops,  has  crown'd  them  nilb  immediate  Honor, 
The  dying  Heroex  conjured  their  Brethren  never  to  abandon  ihc  Standard  of 
Liberty,  and  even  tho:ie  who  had  lost  Ihcir  timbs  continued  at  (heir  posts. 
Their  Gallantry  and  spiiil  extorted  applauic  fitwo  their  enemies,  who  dejected 
and  dcfc«te<l  have  retired  la  Ihcir  faimer  Ktatinn.  out  nf  the  teach  of  our  troops, 

"  This  ifloiioiis  example  of  our  Troops,  under  Ihc  liVe  circumstance  wiih  ut. 
The  General  liujies  will  animate  every  officer,  and  collier,  to  imitate  and  even 
OMt  do  them,  when  the  enemy  thnll  make  the  same  attempt  on  ns ;  with  such  a 
bhghl  example  before  us  of  what  can  be  done  by  bmvo  and  spirited  men  right- 
ing in  drfeivce  ol  their  country,  we  shall  he  loaded  with  a  double  s^hare  »r  Shame 
and  Infamy,  if  we  do  not  acquit  ourwlTcs  with  Courage,  or  a  determined  Rcso. 
Inlion  to  canquei  or  die  :  With  tliis  hope  and  Confidence,  and  that  this  Army 
will  have  its  equal  nhnre  nf  honour,  and  .Succch  *  the  General  mnst  eamntly 
exhorti  every  ofRccr  and  soldier  lo  p,iy  the  utmost  attention  to  hii  Anna,  and 
health  ;  to  have  the  former  in  the  beat  order  for  action,  and  by  cleanlineiw  and 
eare  to  preserve  the  latter;  to  be  exACI  in  their  dii^riplinc,  ohedicnt  to  their 
SoprrKirii  and  vigilant  on  duty  :  With  such  prcparution  and  ■  nuilable  Spirit 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  by  the  Blessing  of  Heaven  we  shnti  repel  our  cruel 
Invaders,  prencrve  our  Country  and  gain  the  ^atesl  Honor,"— <Vi/r»'/>'  Bf^k, 
31  July,  1776. 
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ceive  and  put  off  their  guard,  not  only  the  good 
people  of  our  own  country,  but  those  of  the  English 
nation,  that  were  averse  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
King  and  ministry.  Hence  we  see  the  cause  why  a 
specification  of  their  powers  was  not  given  to  the 
mayor  and  city  of  London,  on  their  address  requesting 
it.  That  would  have  been  dangerous,  because  it 
would  then  [have]  been  manifest,  that  the  line  of 
conduct  they  were  to  pursue  would  be  totally  variant 
from  that  they  had  industriously  propagated,  and 
amused  the  pubHc  with.  The  uniting  the  civil  and 
military  oflaccs  in  the  same  persons,  too,  must  be 
conclusive  to  every  thinking  one,  that  there  is  to  be 
but  little  negotiation  of  the  civil  kind. 

I  have  enclosed,  for  the  satisfaction  of  Congress, 
the  substance  of  what  passed  between  myself  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  adjutant-general,  at  an 
interview  had  yesterday  in  consequence  of  a  request 
from  General  fiowe  the  day  before  ;  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  them  for  particulars.' 

'  Philadelphia.  July  27. 1776, 
The  following  is  in  exact  iiate  of  what  passed  »t  the  interview  between  hb 
Excellency  Ocncnil  Wa&kinutun  and  Calonel  Pattbrsok.  AdjoUnl  CJcneral 
of  the  army  under  (jcncral  Howe,  July  ao,  1776. 

After  usual  catiipliini:^C^  in  which,  ts  well  a^  through  lite  whole  converution, 
Colonel  f  aitcnon  sd-drcKM:)!  (>cneral  Wnihington  liy  the  title  of  Excellency. 
Coll  l*Btter«on  entered  upon  ihe  businew  by  snying,  ih&l  General  Howe  mvcb 
regretted  the  difficulties  which  bad  uiiieu  resjieciiiii;  the  addrcM  of  the  letters 
to  General  Washington ;  that  ii  was  deemed  consistent  with  propriety,  and 
founded  upon  precedcnta  of  the  like  natoie  by  Ambiusiidora  and  Plenipoten- 
tiaries where  dlipuiei  or  difliculties  of  rank  had  ariKn  ;  that  General  Washing, 
ton  might  recollect  he  bad,  last  sumiDcr.  addressed  a  IcUcr  to  General  Howe. 
To  the  Hon.  William  Howe,  Est;.;  i)iai  Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe  did 
not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  respective  rank  of  Gcocnil  Washington  ;  that 
they  held  his  person  and  character  in  the  htghe&c  esteem  ;  that  the  dLrcctiomi 


1776] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


28s 


Colonel  Knox  of  the  train  having  often  mentioned 
to  me  the  necessity  of  having  a  much  more  numerous 
body  of  artillerists,  than  what  there  now  is,  in  case 

with  the  atttlilion  of  &C,  &c.  &c.  implied  evciythir)^-  that  ought  to  follow,  lie 
lh«n  procliiced  a  letter  which  he  «Ji<l  not  diicctly  oRcr  to  (jirncnl  Washington, 
bat  obbcnrcd  thai  it  wa&  the  laine  Icltc-r  which  ha<l  been  a«nC,  aatl  laid  it  on  the 
tabic,  with  it  ■uperacriptiun  to  (teor^  Wa^hinijluii,  Ac.  &c  8k.  The  General 
declined  the  letter,  and  uid,  that  ^  letter  directed  to  «  pereon  in  ft  public  char- 
acter, ibould  have  Mmc  dc&cripiion  or  indication  of  it,  uiherwike  it  wuuld  ap- 
pear %  mere  private  letter :  that  it  was  tnic  ihe  &c.  &c.  &c.  implied  everything, 
and  they  also  implied  nnrlhing :  that  the  letter  to  General  Howe  alluded  Xn, 
was  an  answer  to  one  received  under  a  like  addreiv  from  him.  which  the  otKcer 
on  ^\v.i^  having  lalccn,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  n-lum,  but  answered  in  (he 
aamc  inudc  of  addrcib  ;  thai  he  should  abMiliitely  decline  any  letter  liirecled  to 
him  OK  A  private  pcrw^n,  when  it  related  to  his  public  Ktaliun.  Colonel  Patter- 
son then  said,  that  Cencrsl  Howe  would  not  itrje  \ai>  delicacy  further,  and  re- 
peated his  axitenions.  that  no  failure  nf  reitpect  wm«  intended.  He  then  Miid  he 
would  endeavor.  a«  well  as  he  could,  to  recoiled  General  Howe's  sentiments  00 
the  letter  and  resolves  of  Congress,  leiil  him  a  few  day>  bcfutc,  rcipCL-ling  the 
Irejilment  of  our  prisoner*  in  Canada.  "  That  Ihe  aflair:i  of  Canada  were  in 
another  deponniunl,  not  subject  to  the  control  of  Geoer&l  Itowe,  but  thai  be 
and  Lord  Howe  utterly  disapproved  of  every  infriii(;cnicnt  of  the  rightti  of  hu- 
manitj."  Colonel  Paltersun  then  took  a  paper  out  of  hix  poirket :  and,  after 
looking  il  orcr,  said  he  had  expressed  nenrly  the  words.  Gem-ral  \Viishin|;toit 
then  sftid  that  he  had  also  forwarded  a  co|>y  of  the  resolves  tt>  Gcneml  Bui- 
goyne.  To  which  Colonel  Pattenon  replied  he  did  not  doubt  a  proper  iltentioin 
woold  be  paid  to  them,  and  that  he  (Geniml  Wa,ihiagton}  was  sensible  that 
civelty  wa»  not  the  character lt.tic of  ihe  BtJiIsh  nation,  Colonel  Falter»>n  then 
proceeded  to  say  he  had  it  in  eharec  to  mention  the  ease  of  General  Prescotl, 
who,  they  were  informed  was  treated  wiih  au^h  rigor,  that,  under  his  age  and 
Infirmitiei,  fatal  coni^uences  might  he  apprehended. 

General  Washii^ton  replied  that  General  Preseott's  Crcatment  had  not  fallen 
under  hi>  notice  ;  that  all  persuns  under  his  puiliculBr  directiou,  he  bad  treated 
with  kindnn>,  and  made  (heir  rilaalion  as  cnsy  and  oomfortahle  as  possible  ; 
thai  he  did  not  know  where  General  Prescolt  was,  but  believed  hi^  Ircatroeni 
very  dUTereDi  from  their  iuforniation.  General  Washington  then  mcniioned 
the  case  of  Colonel  Allen,  and  the  officers  who  had  been  confined  in  Boston 
{aol.  As  to  the  Arst.  Colonel  Patterson  answered  thai  General  Howe  had  no 
knowledge  rd  it  Itiil  by  information  from  General  Washington,  and  that  the 
Caaada  dcp«rtinent  w.is  nut  under  his  direction  or  control  ;  that  as  to  the  other 
prisoners  ai  Boston,  whenever  the  »tatc  of  the  oxmy  at  Boston  admitted  it,  ihey 
were  treated  with  humanity  and  even  indulgence  :  that  he  asserted  this  upon 
his  honor,  attd  should  lie  happy  in  an  opportunity  to  prove  it. 
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the  present  contest  should  continue  longer,  and  know- 
ing the  deficiency  in  this  instance,  and  their  extreme 
usefulness,  I  desired  him  to  commit  his  ideas  upon 

Cctgrrsl  Wuthinglon  ihrn  nVisrtvrd,  that  ihc  conduct  o(  KCTcral  of  ihc  ofBccn 
vould  welt  have  warranted  3  tliSvront  tKalmcnt  from  what  they  had  received ; 
•ome  having  refused  to  give  any  parole,  and  utlicn  haviae  bti^e  it  when  given, 
by  escaping  or  endeavoring  fio  to  do.  Colancl  I'aiiGison  aosn'cred.  that  as  10 
the  (int.  ihey  miftnndentuocl  the  matter  very  much,  and  leented  to  have  mU- 
look  Ihc  line  of  pmprieCy  exceedingly :  and  as  I0  the  latter.  Ueneral  Howe 
utterly  dLkapprovL-d  and  coudcmncd  Ihett  conduct. 

That  il  a  lemnnittiafice  wni  madi;,  ivch  violations  kA  good  faith  wonld  b« 
seveicly  punithed  ;  but  that  he  hoped  Ueneral  Washington  wattoo  just  to  diaw 
publii:  iiilerencei.  from  the  lui^behaiior  of  vyatx  private  individuali ;  that  bad 
men  were  to  be  found  in  every  claw  and  aucicly  ;  that  such  t>chavtoT  was  con- 
ud«red  OS  a  diiihonor  to  the  Hritish  army.  Col,  Patterson  ihcn  proceeded  to  uy, 
thai  thiT  gnodncat  and  hencvolencc  of  the  King  had  induced  him  In  appoint 
I»rd  Howe  and  Genera.!  Howe  his  conimiHionere,  to  accommodate  this  un> 
happy  dispute,  thai  they  had  great  power*,  and  would  derive  the  Kreatcki  pleas- 
ure from  cflcctiDg  an  accomEnudation  ;  and  that  be  (Colonel  I'aticr»oD)  wished 
to  have  this  visit  conaiderod  a»  malting  the  first  advances  to  this  desirable 
object.  General  Wa&hin^on  replied,  he  was  not  vested  with  any  powers  on 
thi>  Kubjccl  by  Ihoie  from  whom  he  derived  his  authority  and  power.  Bat 
from  what  had  appeared  01  triin«pired  nm  llii*  head,  l.ord  Howe  and  General 
Howe  were  ouly  lu  grant  pardons  ;  that  those  who  had  coininitled  no  fauh 
wanted  no  pardon,  that  we  were  uidy  defending  what  we  deemed  otir  indicpat- 
ablc  right.  Colonel  Patterson  said  that  would  open  a  very  wide  field  for  ar^ 
ment.  He  then  expressed  his  apprehension.^  thai  an  adherence  to  fomu  was 
likely  10  obMnict  business  of  the  gicittciil  moment  and  concern. 

He  Ihen  obicrved  that  a  proposal  had  been  formerly  made  uf  exchanging  Gov- 
ernor Skene  for  Mr.  Lovell ;  ihal  he  now  had  authority  to  accede  IQ  that  pro- 
posal. General  W.ithincton  replied,  thai  the  proposition  had  been  made  by  the 
direction  o(  Cuneret&,  and  tiaving  been  then  rejected,  he  could  not  now  renew 
Ui«  bustnesf,  or  give  any  ani^wcr,  till  he  had  previoosly  communicated  ittotfaenu 

Colonel  Patterson  behaved  with  the  greatest  attention  and  politeness  during 
the  whole  buwness,  expTeued  strong  acknnwiedgements  that  the  uaoal  cere- 
mony of  blinding  his  eyes  had  been  dispensed  with.  Al  the  breaking  upof  the 
conference.  General  Washiiigtoi]  slrongly  invited  him  to  partake  of  a  small  eol- 
latioD  provided  ioit  him,  which  he  polilely  declined,  alledging  his  late  breakfast, 
and  an  impatience  to  return  tu  General  Howe,  thou^  he  had  not  executed  hit 
commission  so  amply  as  he  wished.  Finding  he  did  not  propose  staying,  be 
wu  introduced  to  the  general  ot!iccr*,  after  which  he  look  his  leave,  and  was 
safely  conducted  In  hit  own  boat,  which  wailed  for  him  about,  four  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  city.     Made  public  by  order  of  Congress. 


■ 


the  subject  to  writing,  in  order  that  I  might  transmit 
them  to  Congress  for  their  consideration.  Agreeably 
to  my  request,  he  has  done  it ;  and  the  propriety  of 
his  plan  is  now  submitted  for  their  decision.  It  is 
certain,  that  we  have  no  more  at  this  time  than  are 
sufficient  for  the  several  extensive  posts  we  now  have, 
including  the  drafts  which  he  speaks  of,  and  which, 
I  presume,  not  only  from  what  he  has  informed  me, 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  can  never  be  quali- 
fied to  render  the  same  service,  as  if  they  were  regu- 
larly appointed  and  formed  into  a  corps  for  that  par- 
ticular purpose. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress,  that  some  time 
ago  I  laid  before  them  the  proposals  of  some  persons 
here  for  forming  a  company  of  light-horse  ;  and  of  the 
President's  answer,  a  little  time  after,  intimating  that 
the  plan  seemed  to  be  approved  of.  As  those,  who 
wanted  to  make  up  the  troop,  are  frequently  pressing 
me  for  an  answer,  I  could  wish  to  be  favored  with  the 
decision  of  Congress  upon  the  subject. 

By  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  14th  in- 
stant, dated  at  Albany,  he  informs  me,  that,  the  day 
before,  some  desperate  designs  of  the  Tories  in  that 
quarter  had  been  discovered,  the  particulars  of  which 
he  could  not  divulge,  being  under  an  oath  of  secrecy  ; 
however,  that  such  measures  had  been  taken,  as  to 
promise  a  prevention  of  the  intended  mischief ;  and 
that  four  of  the  conspirators,  among  them  a  ring- 
leader, were  apprehended  about  one  o'clock  that 
morning,  not  far  from  the  town.  What  the  plot  was, 
or  who  were  concerned  in  it,  is  a  matter  I  am  tgno- 


a88 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1776 


rant  of  as  yet  With  my  best  regards  to  Congress, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  and  their  most  obedient 
servant. 

P.  S.  Congress  will  please  to  observe  what  was 
proposed  respecting  the  exchange  of  Mr.  Lovell.  and 
signify  their  pleasure  in  your  next  The  last  week's 
return  is  also  Inclosed.' 


FORGED  LETTER. 
TO    UUNO    WASHINGTON. 

New  Yo«k,  Julf  33.  1776. 
I  wish  1  mtM  sa;r  I  thoroiq;Uj  xpprond  of  all  ibc  new  rqpiUtions  in  tlie 
new  iBsdmtiod  of  gorenuncnt  ut  nj  d«Uv«  sUic  It  coold,  however,  bsrdljr 
Imtc  been  expected  that  a  rcfonnatiaa  lo  oqrital  and  ctMDpi^ouive  thoold  be 
perfect  at  hsA  \  ifae  ivoodcT  u,  it  u  aot  still  more  eaceptionable-  My  heiit 
(^ow»  viih  uaujoal  wszmtli  wbcn  I  advert,  as  I  often  do.  to  that  pore  aod  dn- 
tntcitsicd  ardor  wbich  mast  Have  animated  Ibc  balk  of  ny  coantrpRcn 
tfano^wat  the  whole  of  this  cootTOTCTy.  There  may  be  cxceptSoas  1 
aa,  and  no  donbl,  there  kk  ',  bnl  it  it  not  fair  to  infer  thu  from  oar  1 
impetnonty  and  viuTetKC.  Thit  ooe  wofdd  m'tA  leaialned,  bat,  by  nu  meaas 
eatirpMed  ;  for  t>  it  not  the  eflect  of  a  highly  aigilated  tpirii ;  the  mae  cffcr- 
vcsceoce  of  good  princtptea  ihrown  into  a  uaie  tM.  uraac  feraieataiiaa  7  And, 
Htnty.  evaa,  pncipilvacy  b  pnfanble  to  the  qMiit-brcaldiqE  caatioos  of  chill 
detpoodency.  Vet  I  an  no  advocate,  in  i;eftetal.  cither  for  rash  meaeaics,  or 
lach  men  ;  but  at  nicb  a  oonjunclure  as  thi*,  nen  h>d  need  to  be  »ttiBttIat«d  by 
■Mae  more  active  priacipJe  than  coal  and  xobec  reason.  They  mast  be  aatha- 
siaitK.  or  they  will  continoc  to  be  slare*. 

>  RMd  July  33d. 

"  It  being  represaotcd  to  the  General  that  many  Rcfinkcnts  wonldat  Ibb  So^ 
ton  chute  to  lesKn  iheir  Rabooa  of  Meat,  and  tapply  it  with  Vegetables,  if 
thcT  cuuld  be  jicnuilled  ;  Hit  conctra  for  the  Health  of  the  trrops  and  desira 
to  gratify  iheni  in  every  rraionable  reipiat,  induces  bira  to  direct,  ihai  the  Cohv  i 
nek  of  wch  ketpments,  ai  cbooae  to  adopt  this  plan,  signify  it  to  the  Cooml*. 
sary  Geocral,  and  in  twodays  afierwaids  the  Qaaner  Marterol  such  Kc^raent, 
be  alli-twed  10  draw  one  quarter  part  of  the  asaal  Rations  in  Money,  to  be  laid 
««  in  VegeUblcs  for  his  RegiaMU." — OHtrfy  Bt*k.  aa  Jaty,  1776. 


"7761 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


2ft9 


I  give  ihJs  in  aniwer  to  my  frjend  Mr.  Caitcr's  objections  to  the  lint  proc«- 
of  the  new  government.  No  doubt,  Henry  is,  in  many  respects,  lh« 
vn&tleKl  man  in  the  State  for  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  tus  no  properly,  no 
learning,  but  little  good  sense,  and  tiill  less  virtue  or  public  spirit ;  but  he  is 
the  ido]  of  the  people  ;  and  as  It  is  by  their  means  only  that  you  can  ho[>e  to 
eflect  the  grand  schemes  which  you  have  meditale<l  you  muxt  humor  them, 
and  indulge  ihero  with  their  rattle.  They  will  soon  tire  of  him  :  and  the  op- 
portunity must  then  he  watched  genlly  to  lead  Ihem  lo  a  better  choice;  for 
they  may  be  led,  though  they  cannot  be  driven.  And  though  It  be  alas  !  but 
too  true,  that  they  often  mistake  their  real  interests,  I  am  of  opinion  they  never 
nisUke  them  long.  Sooner  or  later,  they  will  judge  and  act  from  their  settled 
feelings,  and  these  I  lake  it  ore  generally  founded  in  their  settled  interests. 
When  great  enterprises  are  to  be  performed,  wc  may  well  dispense  with  some 
errors  in  judgment ;  when  without  that,  ire  have,  in  its  siead,  that  which  peN 
haps  wc  c«>uli3  not  have  with  il  ;  I  mean,  tliat  undi^idplincd  ardor  which  la 
infiuitcly  belter  adapted  to  our  purpo^s. 

There  cannot  be  a  niorr  AtrilcioK  inslniitc  tliat  the  judfrmcnt  of  the  people 
■>>*yi  to  genera!,  be  safely  trusted,  in  the  long  run.  than  is  to  be  met  with  in 
Viif;iaia.  Very  few  countries  have  lo  boast  of  more  men  of  respectable  under- 
atandings  ;  1  know  of  none  that  can  produce  a  fainDy,  all  of  them  distinguished 
as  clerer  men,  like  our  Lees.  Tliey  are  all  of  Ihero  the  very  men  one  would 
wiih  tor  to  take  the  lead  of  a  wQling  multitude  ;  for  Ihcy  arc  certaitJy  men  of 
ahitting  ulcois,  and  their  talents  are  of  that  parlicnlar  kind  which  usually  ren- 
der men  popular.  No  men  arc  more  so,  ilun  the  men  in  question  once  were. 
It  It  obvious,  this  b  no  lonftcr  the  cose  ;  and  the  reason  must  be  that  Ihcy  are 
no  Imger  worthy  of  it  with  all  (hdr  clcvcmcas,  they  arc  M-lb»h  in  the  extreme. 
The  people,  at  lenjclh,  found  this  out ;  oi,  no  doubt,  R.  H.  Lcc  would  have 
now  been  governor,  the  ^land  object  of  all  bis  aims. 

You  would  be  mortified  to  hear  tbe  crittcisius  which  are  common  here 
OO  Henry's  inauguration  s^c<:h.  It  is,  indeed,  a  poor  and  pitiful  perform- 
ance :  and  yet  I  L-an  believe  that  set  off  by  his  smooth  and  oily  delivery, 
il  would  appear  clever  when  be  spoke  it.  VThy  did  he  not  auk  Mr.  I'age 
lo  prepare  il  for  him?  There  it  not  a  man  in  America  more  capable.  The 
Counsellore  of  Stale  arc  certainly  irreproachable,  and  will  dn  honor  to  thoiso 
who  appointed  them.  I  am  particularly  pleased  with  the  luccen  of  cny  honest 
brother- in-law  Bat  Dandridge  ;  and  the  pleasure  is  not  lessened  by  the  assu- 
rance he  makes  me,  that  my  letter*  were  serviceable  to  him,  there  being  bal 


few  men  whom  I  love  tnora  thui  I  do  him.  A>  you  ore  noon  lo  go  donm  (be 
country,  jroa  will  see  him  ;  and  thercforr  spare  me  the  trouble  of  writing 
particularly  to  him.  My  friendu  mu«t  now  be  be  «o  indulgent  la  me.  a»  to 
ware  the  matter  n(  compliment  :  I  ihinlc  mytelf  bappy,  whenever  I  can  write, 
«*  I  thonlcl  on  urgent  businetii.  Vou  know  how  tickliiih  my  silualion  i«  ;  little 
n  one  would  thintc  there  is  to  be  envied  in  it,  I  yel  ani  envieil.  And  though, 
in  oil  good  teaman,  (heir  fcai\  should  take  a  direct  contrary  coune,  there 
■re  who  are  for  erer  suggesting  auspidons  and  jealonnicfi  of  the  army  and  lt> 
commundci.  My  own  hean  auurea  me  I  mean  (hem  no  ill :  however  if  I 
really  have  the  tuRucnce  and  oaccndency  which  they  luppaie,  I  vtiU  for  their 
■■kes  oi  well  ■»  my  own,  hereafter  maintain  il  at  nome  little  cOkL  A  thooHiwI 
conaideraliun«  determine  me  lo  atrain  every  ncrre  to  prevent  [be  araiy'k  being 
under  any  other  conlruu)  whiUt  I  live.  Let  a  iKraiuuion  of  the  neceuity  of 
Ibis,  if  occiuion  should  arise,  lie  seownably  urged  in  my  native  utate ;  and  in 
tbe  mean  while,  lei  »ome  mure  ihan  ordinary  pain«  be  taken  to  make  ne 
popular.  Their  own  honor  and  tniereM  are  both  concerned  at  my  being  m>. 
Shew  this  to  Mr.  DandrEdge :  and,  an  you  holh  can  enter  into  my  mewiing, 
even  from  the  inust  dltlant  hints,  I  can  rest  uiiilieil  th.tt  you  will  do  every 
thing  I  winh  you. 

We  have  lately  had  a  general  review  :  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  Enfomi- 
ing  yon,  thai  we  made  a  Metier  appearance,  and  went  through  oai  eaerd^e* 
more  like  w>ldjer*  than  I  h.id  expected.  'Hie  Southern  siale«  are  raih  and 
blamablc  in  the  judgment  they  geneinlty  fonn  of  their  brethren  of  the  foot 
New  CngUnd  Ktate^  ;  I  do  assure  yon,  with  all  my  partiality  for  my  own 
countrymen,  and  picjudice^  againu  them,  I  cannot  but  coubidcr  them  tm  the 
Howei  of  the  American  Army.  They  arc  a  sirotig.  vigorous,  and  hardy  people, 
inured  to  lalior  and  toil  ;  which  our  people  seldom  are.  And  though  onr 
hot  and  eager  spirits  may,  perhaps.  EUil  better  in  a  sudden  and  dcspente 
oiterprise;  yet  in  the  way  in  which  wan  arc  now  canied  on,  you  mcu  look 
for  permanent  admnti^es  only  from  that  pnticnt  and  penevering  temper, 
which  iit  the  result  of  n  life  of  Inbor.  The  New  Engtandcn>  arc  cool,  considerate, 
and  sensible ;  whiUc  we  are  all  fire  and  fiity :  like  their  climate,  ihey  maintain 
an  ecjual  temperature,  where  as  we  cannot  ihine,  Imt  wc  bum.  They  have  a 
unifomiily  and  sLnhility  of  character,  to  which  the  people  of  no  other  stales 
have  %Dy  pretension  ;  hence  they  must,  and  will  always  prescn-c  their  influence 
in  tht>>  great  Empire.  Were  il  not  for  ilie  dcawimcks  sod  the  di  sad  van  laces, 
which  the  influence  of  their  popular  opiuioni,  on  the  subject  of  govcroinenl. 
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liave  ov«[  their  anny,  dic^  soQn  might,  and  probably  would,  giw  taw  to  it. 
If  Gencjnl  Putnan  tiad  the  talents  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  or  Mr.  Adams  had  his, 
perhaps,  even  at  this  moment,  this  had  nul  been  mailer  of  conjecture.  But 
Pntitam  is  a  plain,  blunt,  untje»i|^ing  old  rullow,  whose  views  reach  ao  further 
than  the  duties  o(  his  profesaon,  he  is,  indeed,  very  ienortat ;  yet,  t  find  hhn 
a  u^ful  oiiicer  1  and  chiefly  bcoiuie  he  neither  pbgucs  mc  nor  others,  with 
vrraiiglin^  claims  of  pritilcges.  I  owe  him  too  no  small  aduscmledEtneols,  for 
the  taineis  of  hfs  accounts.  1  could  open  to  you  some  strainge  soeaes  to  this 
way.  Some  people  seem  lo  have  gotten  sueh  a  habit  of  cheating  government, 
ibal,  though  sufficiently  conscientious  in  other  respects,  they  really  are  far  leu 
scrupulous  in  their  manner  of  charging  tlian,  I  think,  become*  then. — But.  as 
1  have  often  told  you.  General  Mercer  \y  the  man,  on  whom  these  sUlex  must 
nst  their  hope».  The  character  lliat  one  of  his  countrymen  gave  to  the  Pre- 
tender, fits  him  exactly  :  "  He  Is  the  most  cautious  man  I  ever  saw,  not  to  be 
1  coward:  and  the  bravest  not  to  be  nuh."  In  my  judgment,  tie  is  not 
inferior  to  General  Lee.  In  military  knowledge ;  and  in  almost  every  thing 
else,  he  is,  infinitely,  his  superior.  Yet  the  overijcarlng  virtues  of  this  last 
named  gentleman  arc  useful  lo  U5,  especially  at  our  selling  out :  we  wanted 
not  the  sober  and  slow  deductions  of  argument  and  reaioii  \  and  I.ec.  like  the 
ttutbor  of  Common  Sense,  has  talent*  perfectly  formed  to  daule  and  confound. 
I  lliank  you  for  your  care  in  making  the  retniltances  you  mention  to  Messrs. 
Carcydk  Co.  t  sincerely  wish  they  may  arrive  safe ;  as  I  certainly  owe  it  to  ihcm, 
lo  take  every  step  in  my  power  lo  make  them  easy.  There  is  a  pleasure  in 
doing  as  one  ought,  in  little  as  well  v.  great  aRair^;  but,  in  my  present  cii- 
ramsunces,  !  should  often  want  thU  plfasure,  were  it  nni  for  your  affectionate 
[aaddatty,  and  tnity  friendly  attention.  God  bless  you,  \af  dear  friend,  fox 
every  InMance  of  your  care  and  concern  for  mc. 

I  am,  Ac— 

C.  W. 


TO    JOHN    AUtJUSTlNl-;    WASHINGTON. 
New  Youc.  aa  July,  1776. 

»EAR  Brother, 
Whether  you  wrote  to  me  or  I  to  you  last,  I  can- 
not undertake  to  say  ;  but  as  it  is  some  time  since  a 
Letter  has  passed  between  us,  and  as  I  expect  every 
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hour  to  be  engaged  in  too  busy  a  Scene  to  allow  time 
for  writing  private  Letters,  I  will  take  an  opportunity 
by  this  day's  post  to  address  to  you  a  few  lines, 
giving  a  brief  acct.  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  this 
Quarter. 

To  begin,  then,  we  have  a  powerful  Fleet  within 
full  view  of  us,  distant  about  eight  miles.  We  have 
General  Howe's  present  army,  consisting,  by  good 
report,  of  abt  eight  or  nine  thousand  men  upon 
Staten  Island,  covered  by  their  Ships.  We  have 
Lord  Howe  just  arrived,  (that  is  about  lo  days  ago) 
and  we  have  ships  now  popping  In,  which  we  suppose 
but  do  not  know,  to  be  part  of  the  Fleet  with  the  ex- 
pected Reinforcements.  When  this  arrives,  if  the 
Report  of  Deserters,  Prisoners,  and  Tories  are  to  be 
depended  upon,  the  Enemy's  numbers  will  amount  at 
least  to  twenty-five  thousand  men  ;  ours  to  about 
fifteen  thousand.  More,  indeed,  are  expected,  but 
there  is  no  certainty  of  their  arrival,  as  Harvest  and 
a  thousand  other  excuses  are  urged  for  the  Reasons 
of  delay.  What  kind  of  opposition  we  shall  be  able 
to  make,  time  only  can  show.  I  can  only  say,  that 
the  men  appear  to  be  in  good  spirits,  and,  if  they 
will  stand  by  mc,  the  place  shall  not  be  carrietl 
without  some  loss,  notwithstanding  we  are  not  yet  in 
such  a  posture  of  defence  as  I  could  wish. 

Two  ships,  to  wit :  the  Phoenix  of  forty-four  Guns, 
and  Rose  of  twenty,  run  by  our  Batteries  on  the 
1 2th,  exhibiting  a  proof  of  what  I  had  long  most 
religiously  believed  ;  and  that  is,  that  a  Vessel,  with 
a  brisk  wind  and  strong  tide,  cannot,   unless   by  a 


chance  shott,  be  stopped  by  a  Battery,  without  you 
could  place  some  obstruction  in  the  Water  to  impede 
her  motion  within  reach  of  your  Guns.*  We  do  not 
know  that  these  ships  received  any  capital  Injury. 
In  their  Rigging  they  were  somewhat  damaged,  and 
several  shot  went  through  their  Hulls ;  biit  few  if 
any  Lives  were  lost  They  now,  with  three  Tenders, 
which  accompanied  them,  lye  up  the  North  or 
Hudson's  River,  abt  forty  miles  above  this  place, 
and  have  totally  cut  ofT  all  communication,  by  water, 
between  this  city  and  Albany,  and  between  this  army 
and  ours  upon  the  Lakes.  They  may  have  had  other 
motives  inducing  them  to  run,  up  the  River,  such 
as  supplying  the  Tories  with  arms,  etc.,  etc.,  but  such 
a  vigilant  watch  has  hitherto  been  kept  upon  them, 
that  I  fancy  they  have  succeeded  but  indifferently  in 
those  respects,  notwithstanding  this  country  abounds 
in  disaffected  Persons  of  the  most  diabolical  disposi- 
tions and  Intentions,  as  you  may  have  perceived 
by  the  several  publications  in  the  gazettes,  relative  to 
their  designs  of  destroying  this  army  by  treachery 
and  Bribery,  which  was  providentially  discovered. 

'On  July  aitt  (Sundaj)  Daer  of  ibe  Provincid  CoragnMi  coiuulted  with 
Wuhington  at  White  Plu'nG  concerning  obtitniclions  to  be  |vlacc<l  in  ihe 
Hsdkou  rivei  opposite  to  Mount  Washinnion.  The  General  expreMtcd  liimMsK 
"  extremely  ■nxii.ms"  about  thiit.  and  "  measures  are  daily  uted  foT  cxcruling 
that  pnrpoie."  "  //  wf  luetefd"  wrote  l>uej'.  doubtless  echoing  Washington's 
opinion,  "  lAr  Diiignt  «/  tlu  etumy  in  lAit  camfaign  are  eJftttHally  tagled— 
if  we  fail,  vrc  cnnnnt  be  in  •  more  lanicnialjle  situation  than  we  aie  now." 
The  tnteiiliun  wa«  to  iiuk  a  chcvoux-dc-Crisc,  and  two  iJiips,  aboul  »eveiily  feet 
apart,  with  heavy  liigi  tietween.  The  work  was  noi  leriouhly  begun  until  late 
in  September,  and  before  it  vras  compEeied  Itii  efficacy  lo  prevent  Ihe  enemjr's 
vcMcli  from  passing  wax  tcMed.  and  proved  to  he  of  no  account.  The  obslruc* 
I  lions  were  removed  by  the  British  after  they  had  oblaincd  posw!>sion  of  Foil 
IVsshington.     Rullcnber,  O^sfntefitms  im  iJu  Hudnn  Rivtr,  33-97. 


It  is  the  general  report  of  Deserters  and  Prisoners, 
and  a  prevailing  opinion  here,  that  no  attempt  will  be 
made  by  Genl  Howe,  till  his  reinforcement  arrives, 
which,  as  I  said  before,  is  hourly  expected.  Our 
situation  at  present,  both  in  regard  to  men  and  other 
matters,  is  such  as  not  to  make  it  advisable  to 
attempt  any  thing  against  them,  surrounded  as  they 
are  by  water  and  covered  with  Ships,  least  a  miscar- 
riage should  be  productive  of  unhappy  and  fatal  con- 
sequences. It  is  provoking,  nevertheless,  to  have 
them  so  near,  without  being  able  in  their  weakness 
[to  give]  them  any  disturbance.  [Their  ships]  that 
passed  us  are  also  saf[ely  moored]  in  a  broad  part  of 
the  river,  out  [of  reach]  of  shott  from  either  shore.' 

'  Original  mutilalcil,  the  wt>rtlt>  in  brackets  being  lupplictt  by  Spailu. 

"The  grdcrs  Mr.  Trugitbull  h»  given  to  ttic  ofbctm  of  their  cmizcTs  to  stop 
provisioii  vt.'wcl*  w<n»  to  be  Decennnr.  Wf  have  loo  much  r«a»on  lo  believe  that 
lomc  have  gone  voluntarily  to  the  enemy  and  that  there  arc  many  pcnoru  who 
WfloM  cotitrirv  to  lurni&h  Ihcm  with  Inrgt  iiu[)|)Hes ;  anil  however  upright  the  in- 
tentions of  others  may  be,  it  will  be  a  mntler  of  the  utmost  diSicalty  if  sot  an 
{in]M)M)bility  for  any  to  escape  falling  into  their  hands  now,  as  every  part  of  the 
coast  il  is  pmbable  will  nwarm  with  their  »hipii  of  war  and  trmlen.  .  ,  ,  It 
K]^>eajs  absolutely  necessary  that  the  exportation  of  provisions  should  be 
stoppH.  Our  army  li  large  and  otherwise  may  want.  Nor  can  individual])  be 
injured  by  it,  as  they  have  a  ready  money  market  for  everything  ihcy  have  to 
dispose  of  in  that  way," — tVashiH£tfn  to  Con^rm,  23  July,  1776. 

"  If  it  (the  embargo}  shoulil  be  attended  with  inconvenience  lo  individuals, 
yet  neceuily  and  public  utility  ought  lo  be  first  considered  and  ou(wei){h  crery. 
thing  cIm!  ;  but  it  cannot.  There  is  nothing  but  what  they  can  readily  di«po«e 
of  for  the  use  of  the  -irmy  and  for  rt:3(ty  cagh,  so  ihnl  every  gronnd  Oif  objccticn 
must  be  nugatory." — fVasAim/^toM  (a  CfX'emor  Tmntfiull.  34  July,  1776. 

*'  1  received  your  favor  of  yevicrday  and  in  Answer  thereto  1  am  lo  inform 
joa,  at  the  same  Time  that  I  commend  the  good  Intentions  which  you  pro- 
fen  ioducol  your  Countrymen  to  leave  ihetr  Familirt  aiiil  1lomr«,  that  I  have 
done  the  only  thing  in  n»y  Powm  lo  favor  their  View*. 

"Oa  Ihcir  Rrsl  Arrival  &  Introduction  to  me  I  gave  them  ■  Letter  to  the 
Continental  Congre&s  to  whom  it  was  nccc&sary  to  make  known  thoir  wishes  It 
from  whom  any  appointments  they  expect  must  come, — This  I  am  perfiiMled 


I77fil 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


*9S 


TO  JOHN    PARKE   CUSTIS. 

New  York.  24  July.  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  two  or  three  posts  ago,  since  which 
your  letter  of  the  tenth  instant  is,  come  to  hand. 
With  respect  to  the  proposed  exchange  of  lands  with 
Colonel  Thomas  Moore,  I  have  not  a  competent 
knowledge  of  either  tract  to  give  an  opinion  with  any 
d^ree  of  precision  ;  bnt  from  the  situation  of  Moore's 
land,  and  Its  contiguity  to  a  large  part  of  your  estate, 
and  where  you  will  probably  make  your  residence,  I 
should,  were  I  in  your  place,  be  very  fond  of  the  ex- 

lyou  src  itcnMlile  n(,  ik  wanlil  wivli  you  lu  cnmtnunicalc  In  them, — t'hrir  I'rclcn- 
[■»hKi«  will  be  duly  coiiudereil,  &  if  supporled  lij-  jiropcr  CrcclenliaU  I  niske  no 
Doubt  but  Suitable  Regan)  will  be  bud  tu  Uielr  Merits. 

"  Yoarsnd  their  goud  Stnitw  will  readily  iiusge&t  ihc  Propricly  &  Eipi^lieocy 
of  their  (nrtiinhing  some  Tcnriinonia]  and  recommendation  {iTevions  lo  any  Aj>- 
poiinlniciit.  These  would  have  been  pro|>er  at  any  Titne  but  Die  laic  Iii!>l&noe 
of  Treachery  &  Ingialituite  in  Munir.  in  devcrtiDgKnil  liikiitg  itie  Com- 
mand of  a  J'ariy  of  the  Knemy  in  Canada,  after  he  had  liccn  promoted  to  office 
ill  the  service  uf  the  United  Colonies,  makes  them  imlispciih-ibly  necesury. 
Tho'  I  do  itui  entertain  the  le«M  Suspiduii  pf  the  Honor  and  Inle^riiy  of  (he 
Cenilcmen  of  nhoni  yon  write,  or  mean  to  inKOuatc  that  a  Conduct  like 
Monar. would,  frequently  happen. 

"I  ini|[hl  further  add  thai  the  uiiacquniiitancc  of  our  Soldicr<>  with  any 
Lmgoage  but  their  own,  makcH  them  rather  unwilling  &  impatient  under  the 
Command  of  Korcicncn.  unlcs-s  they  aie  men  of  high  rrputnlicin.  Nor  will 
they  coR>«nt  thereto  but  on  itiat  Account,  &  where  ihey  |>o»e»«  Rreal  Military 
Knowlcd^.  It  therefore  follows  that  any  Appointments  ihe>c  <>cn(lvincu  m&y 
obtain,  will  not  he  attended  with  any  good  Purposes  or  Satisfaction  to  ihcin- 
kctvcs  iinlcis  they  are  to  a  Corps  of  their  own  I'eoplc,  or  those  who  undcnttand 
(facir  Language.'  —  Waihin^San  lo  BaroM  Dr  Calhtat,  23  July,  I7J'6. 

"  It  iit  with  i^at  astoiii]>hmenl  and  iiurprite  the  Ciencrml  hears  that  Soldier* 
jillbt  from  one  Corps  to  another,  and  frequently  receive  a  bounty  \  and  that 
tome  oAcen  have  knowini^ly  received  such  men  ;  so  glaring  a  Imnd  upon  the 
public,  and  injury  to  the  ser%-ice,  will  be  punished  in  the  moMcxeniiilary  nLnnuet; 
And  the  (icneral  mo»l  earnestly  lequcits  and  expects  of  c*ery  good  citBcet.  who 
love*!  his  Cnantry,  not  only  lo  nppote  mch  practices,  but  to  make  the  offenders 
known  llial  ihey  may  be  brought  to  justice.— 0/^rt'rr/}>   8»ok,  93  July,  I/76. 
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change  ;  especially,  as  the  land  you  hold  in  Hanover 
is  but  a  small  tract,  and  totally  detached  from  the  rest 
of  your  estate.  What  local  advantages  it  may  have 
I  know  not.  These  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  be- 
cause a  valuable  mill  seat  often  gives  great  value  to 
a  poor  piece  of  land  (as  I  understand  that  of  yours  in 
Hanover  is).  I  have  no  doubt  myself,  but  that  mid- 
dling land  under  a  man's  own  eye,  is  more  profitable 
than  rich  land  at  a  distance,  for  which  reason  I  should^ 
•were  I  in  your  place,  be  for  drawing  as  many  of  my 
slaves  to  the  lands  in  King  William  and  King  and 
Queen  as  could  work  on  them  to  advantage,  and  I 
should  also  be  for  adding  to  those  tracts  if  It  could 
be  done  upon  reasonable  terms. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  by  your  account  that  Gen- 
eral Lewis  stands  so  unfavorably  with  his  ofificers.  I 
always  had  a  good  opinion  of  him.  and  should  have 
hoped  that  he  had  been  possessed  of  too  much  good 
sence  to  maltreat  his  officers,  and  thereby  render 
himself  obnoxious  to  them. 

We  have  a  powerful  fleet  in  full  view  of  us, — at  the 
watering-place  of  Staten  Island.  General  Howe  and 
his  army  are  landed  thereon,  and  it  is  thought  will 
make  no  attempt  upon  this  city  till  his  re-enforce- 
ments, which  are  hourly  expected,  arrive.'  When 
this  happens  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  there  will  be 
some  pretty  warm  work.  Give  my  love  to  Nelly, 
and   compliments  to    Mr.  Calvert   and   family,  and 

'  "  The  fthipfr  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  aist,  to  have  Item  in  the  Offing, 
got  in  llial  <lay,  and  ai«  fuppoxed  to  be  part  of  ttic  Scutch  l^eet,  having  Inded 
some  Kightandcn  yesterday." — Watkingtm  t9  tkt  PrrndtHt  «f  C*nfrtts,  aj 

July,  1776, 


to   others  who   may    inquire   after,    dear  Sir,  your 
affectionate. 

Mrs.  Washington  is  now  at  Philadelphia,  &  has 
thoughts  of  returning  to  Virginia,  as  there  is  little  or 
no  prospect  of  her  being  with  me  any  part  of  this 
summer.  I  beg  of  you  to  present  my  Love  to  my 
Sister  and  the  children,  and  compliments  to  any  in- 
quiring friends,  and  to  do  me  the  justice  to  believe, 
that  I  am,  &c.' 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
Nrw  York.  95  Jnljr.   1776. 

Sir, 

Disagreeable  as  it  is  to  me,  and  unpleasing  as  it 
may  be  to  Congress,  to  multiply  officers,  I  find  my- 
self under  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  asking  an  in- 
crease of  my  aids-de-camp.  The  augmentation  of  my 
command,  the  increase  of  my  correspondence,  the 
orders  to  give,  (he  instructions  to  draw,  cut  out  more 
business  than  I  am  able  to  execute  in  time  with  pro- 
priety. The  business  of  so  many  different  depart- 
ments centring  with  me,  and  by  me  to  be  handed  on 
to  Congress  for  their  information,  added  to  the  inters 

'  "  The  General  beiiigsctiiiiblr  nf  lIiediUlculLy  anil  expense  of  providing  Clualhi, 
of  almost  any  kind  for  thr  Tmops  feds  an  iinwiliingncv  to  ircomincnr),  much 
mofc  to  otdcr,  any  kind  of  Uniform.  But  a  it  i&  absotulcly  iiet:e£ur>-  that  meu 
thoutd  have  c1<i«th»,  and  apiiear  decent  uid  tight,  lie  earnestly  cncouraeea 
them  nseof  Hunting  Shim,  with  lon£  Breeches  made  of  Ifac  same  Cloth,  Gaiter 
fajJitrtn  ahmit  the  l-^^,  tn  all  Ihow  yei  unprovided.  No  r>res«  can  he  had 
cheaper,  nor  more  coDvement,  as  the  ncnrer  may  be  cool  in  wann  weather,  uod 
warm  in  couE  weather,  by  putting  on  undercloalht.  which  will  not  change  the 
outwanl  DrcM.  Winter  or  Siimincr.  Bcfildca  which,  il  h  a  dress  w1ii«h  is  justly 
■apposed  to  carry  no  small  icrror  to  the  enemy,  who  ihJnk  every  such  penons  a 
complete  marksman.*  — Orderly  Beak,  34  July.  1776. 
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course  I  am  obliged  to  keep  up  with  the  adjacent 
states,  and  incidental  occurrences,  all  of  which  require 
confidential  and  not  hack  writers  to  execute,  renders 
it  impossible,  In  the  present  state  of  things,  for  my 
family  to  discharge  the  several  duties  expected  of 
me,  with  that  precision  and  despatch  that  I  could  wish. 
What  will  it  be,  then,  when  we  come  into  a  more  active 
scene,  and  I  am  called  upon  from  twenty  different 
places  perhaps  at  the  same  instant? 

Congress  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe,  I  hope, 
that  it  is  not  my  inclination  or  wish  to  run  the  Con- 
tinent into  any  unnecessary  expense  ;  and  those  who 
better  know  me  will  not  suspect,  that  show  and 
parade  can  have  any  influence  on  my  mind  in  this 
instance.  A  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  it,  for  the 
regular  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  is  the 
governing  motive  for  the  application,'  and  as  such  is 
submitted  to  Congress  by  &c.,  &c.,' 

'  Oeueral  Green*  expieswd  v*ry  happily  ihe  vrastp  ol  enerjiy  demanded  of  tlw 
liighci  iiflicen,  in  ruuliiie  mutters:  "  I  am  s.i>  cunfmed,  w riling  pa$»e»,  &c.,  thai 
it  is  impossible  for  mc  to  .ittcnd  to  the  dutict  of  the  day,  which  in  many  in- 
fiances  prejudice  Ihe  service.  Such  a  cnnflned  Mtualion  lea.ve«  one  no  oppor- 
tunity of  viewing  [hiii|^  Uw  Ihemwlvcs.  It  is  rccomtnended,  by  one  of  the 
^rentcKt  gcncnds  of  the  »^<c,  iiul  utily  lu  inHic  ordcn,  bm  to»ce  lotlic  execution; 
for  the  Kimy  being  conipo»ed  of  men  of  indolence,  if  Ihe  comntandeT  is  not 
attentive  to  e^er)'  indivtduAl  in  Ihe  difTcreni  departments,  the  machine  becomes 
dislocated,  and  the  progreis  uf  husLncv!;  reLarded, 

"The  science  or  art  of  war  requires  a  frcedmn  of  thought,  and  leisure  to 
reflect  upon  the  v.iriouti  Incidents  th.ii  dnily  occur,  which  cannot  be  bad  where 
the  whole  of  one '>  lime  is  engroMcd  in  clerical  cmploymenlti.  The  time  devoted 
tu  thii  cmiiloymentii  not  the  only  injury  I  feci ;  bul  it  confines  my  thougku  a^ 
well  as  mginK)LR\  my  lime,  [t  ik  like  a  merchandite  of  Hnnll  ■mxn%."^Grttnt 
A»  WasktHglen,  25  July,  1776. 

■  Read  in  Gingrc$n  July  aqth. 

"  It  u  with  inexpressible  concern,  the  Geiierat  sees  Soldiers  fighting  in  the 
Cause  of  Liberty  and  their  Country,  cummiltiiig  cniaen,  most  dcittmctive  lo  lite 
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TO   GENERAL   GEORGE  CLINTON. 


IlKAn  QitAttTKRii,  Nrw  York,  a6  July,  1776. 


■  Dear  Sir. 

■  Yours  of  the  23d  Instant  is  duly  Received  and  am 

■  pleased  with  your  timely  notice  of  your  Situation 
Strength,  movements,  &c.,  &c,  and  think  time  is  not 
to  be  lost  or  expence  regarded  in  getting  yourselves 
in  the  best  posture  of  Defence  not  knowing  how  soon 
the  Enemy  may  attempt  to  pass  you. 

The  Fire  Rafts  you  mention  are  not  of  the  best 
construction  but  probably  are  the  best  that  can  be 
procured  with  the  dispatch  necessary* — Cables  and 
Anchors  I  should  suppose  might  easily  be  procured 
from  the  vessels  which  used  to  be  plying  up  and  down 
the  River — and  are  now  lying  Idle  ; — Salt  Petre  from 
the  Manufactures  in  the  Country,  as  neither  are  to  be 
had  in  this  place, — the  necessity  of  the  Case  will 
fully  Justify  your  taking  the  former  wherever  to  be 
found,  and  the  safety  of  the  people  I  should  imagine 

I  would  induce  them  to  assist  you  to  the  latter  all  in 
their  power. 
I  have  sent  up  Lieut  Machin '  to  lay  out  and  over- 
Annr.  ukI  which  in  jUI  the  Armies  ajv  punished  with  Oeath.  Wbtn  t  shame 
ftiid  Tcpmach  will  ii  be  \i  >oldien  G^liilai;  lu  entJKve  u«,  for  two  pence,  or  tbree 
pence  a  day,  should  be  mute  TCf^lur,  watchful  2nd  sober,  than  men  who  arc 
cAnteniling  for  evciything  thai  U  de&r  and  valuable  In  lite." — Orderly  Book, 

a5j«dir.  1776. 

'  Thumfti  Miioliiii  was  an  Engljkh  engineer  wliu  had  been  cmpluyed  \>y 
Brindlcjr  in  L-nnxtnicling  the  canni  ol  the  Duke  of  Rndi^ewalcr,  and  h.vl  come 
10  America  in  177a  to  eKnmine  a  copper  mine  in  New  Jer^.  Taking  part 
wilh  ihe  colonUtK,  he  wat  wounded  at  Bunker  Kilt,  and  later  commiMioned  in 
Col.  Knoa's  ref[iment  of  artillery,  and  laid  out  the  fortifi  en  lions  around  Bofton 
(or  it»  protection.  He  remained  in  ierrice  during  iJir  war,  doing  gocxi  work 
on  the  Hodwpn,  in   ihc  eupcditron  againf^t  the  Onondagas  nnd  in  Sutlivan's 


see  such  Works  as  shall  be  tho't  necessary  by  the 
Officers  there,  and  from  your  representation  of  the 
Hill,  which  overlooks  the  Fort,  I  think  it  ought  to 
be  taken  possession  of  Immediately.— You  who  are  on 
the  spot  must  be  a  better  judge  than  I  possibly  can, 
must  leave  it  with  you  to  erect  such  Works  as  you, 
with  Col.  Clinton  and  the  Engineer  may  think  Neces- 
sary,— a  proper  Abstract  or  pay  Roll  should  be  made 
out,  of  the  Wages  due  the  Artificers,  examined  and 
certified  by  you  or  your  Bro.  when  it  may  be  sent 
here  and  the  Money  drawn. — Your  method  of  fixing 
fires,  with  advanced  Guards,  if  they  are  vigilant  must 
answer  the  purpose  you  intend — Your  disralssing  all 
the  New  Englandmen  to  300  Is  a  step  I  approve  of, 
— I  hope  you  may  continue  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  obtaining  any  supplies  or  InteHigence  and  from 
committing  any  Ravages  on  the  distress'd  Peasentry 
on  and  about  the  Shores, — while  you  ^re  able  to  keep 
them  in  this  Situation  below  the  Forts  they  can  do 
little  Damage — by  every  conveyance  I  shall  like  to 
hear  of  your  Situation  and  the  Enemies  manoeuvers. 

I  am  Sir  wishing  you  success — 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  the  Q.  M.  Genl.  Informs  me 
you  may  be  supplied  with  Turpentine  here,  and  thinks 
can  get  Salt  Petre  enough  for  the  present  Emergency.' 

expedition  u>  the  Genesee  Valley,  and  at  Vorktown.  Simms,  History  of 
Sihaharif  Cotrnly. 

'"  Complunts  have  been  made  Ihat  mnic  of  the  Soldiers  ill  treai  ihc  Cuuulry 
People,  who  come  lo  Market ;  The  General  mont  positively  forbidN  nich  be- 
havior, and  hopes  the  of!iccT»  will  exert  thcinselves  lo  prcvcni  it :  Good  policy 
lu  well  as  justice,  dcminda  th&t  they  .should  havi-  all  pn«;il)le  rncoiimgement, 
as  the  health  of  ihe  l^inldienmuch  depends  upon  supplies  of  Ve^clablca.  Those 
who  have  been  guilty  of  such  practices,  will  do  well  to  co<u>idet  what  will  be 
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TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New  York,  4J  July,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  morning  honored,  with  your  favor 
of  the  24th  Instt,  with  Its  several  Inclosures,  to  which 
I  shall  pay  the  strictest  attention.  The  confidence 
Congress  are  pleased  to  repose  in  my  Judgement  de- 
mands my  warmest  acknowledgements  and  they  may 
rest  assured  It  shall  be  invariably  employed  so  far  as 
It  shall  be  in  my  power,  to  promote  their  views  and 
the  public  weal. 

I  have  Inclosed  a  Letter  received  from  Major 
French  two  days  ago,  also  one  from  him  to  his  Lady. 
Congress  will  perceive  thereby  what  he  says  and 
thinks  about  his  parole,  and  will  be  pleased  to  trans- 
mit me  by  the  earliest  Opportunity  the  result  of  their 
opinion  and  such  orders  as  they  may  think  necessary 
to  be  taken  upon  It.  The  Letter  for  Mrs.  French 
they  will  please  to  return  me ;  it  was  only  forwarded 
to  shew  his  views  more  explicitly  than  what  that  for 
me  does. 

Since  my  last  nothing  material  has  occurred — 
Yesterday  Evening  report  was  made  that  Eight  ships 
were  seen  in  the  offing  standing  towards  the  Hook. 
The  men  of  War  &  Tenders  still  are  up  the  River, 
they  have  never  attempted  to  pass  the  Highland 
fortifications  and  a  day  or  two  ago  quitted  their  Sta- 
tion, and  fell  down  the  River  Eight  or  Ten  Miles — 

mt  Sttnation,  at  this  Smsoh,  if  we  drive  off  the  Countrjr  people,  and  break  up 
the  Maiket ;  The  hrallhy  will  snnn  hi!  sick,  imd  the  *ick  muni  pcmh  for  want 
o(  tiecr«saiin  ;  No  favot  will  Ih:  shown  to  nny  offentlerB  herenftcr. "-^On/in'/K 
BMk.  a6  July,  1376. 
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The  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  Militia  opposite 
where  they  were,  have  prevented  their  Landing  and 
doing  much  Injury. 

I  would  wish  to  know  whether  the  Allowance  given 
to  ofiicers  the  17th  of  Januar)'  of  One  and  a  third 
Dollars  for  every  man  they  Inlist,  Congress  mean  to 
extend  to  the  officers  who  Inlist  for  the  New  Army 
for  three  Years : — At  first  it  may  appear  wrong  or 
rather  exorbitant,  supposing  that  many  will  be  re- 
cruited out  of  the  Regiments  now  in  service  and 
under  them  ;  but  the  allowance  will  be  of  great  use. 
as  It  will  Interest  the  officers  and  call  forth  their  ex- 
ertions which  otherwise  would  be  faint  and  languid-' 
Indeed  I  am  fearful!  from  the  Inquiries  I  have  made 
that  their  utmost  exertions  will  not  be  attended  with 
but  little  success.  It  is  objected  that  the  bounty  of 
Ten  Dollars  is  too  low  and  argued  that  If  the  States 
furnishing  men  for  five  or  Six  months  allow  consider- 
ably more,  why  should  that  be  accepted  and  when 
the  Form  of  Inlistmcnt  is  to  be  for  three  years.  I 
heartily  wish  a  bounty  in  Land  had  been  or  could  be 
given  as  was  proposed  some  time  agoe.  I  think  It 
would  be  attended  with  salutar)'  consequences. 

In  consequence  of  my  application  to  Governor 
Trumbull,  he  has  sent  me  two  row-galleys  ;  and  I 
expect  another  from  him.  None  from  Governor 
Cooke  are  yet  come  ;  nor  have  I  heard  from  him  on 
the  subject.     One  is  complete  here.     The  fire-ships 

'  "  Kaoived.  ihnl  ihc  resolution  of  the  I7ih  of  January  last  aUowjnc  10  offi- 
cers one  dolUr  and  one  third  of  a  doUnr  iat  every  man  they  inUfl  be  exLctvdeil 
to  ofliccrs  who  inli4  Tor  the  new  anny  for  three  >'ears.'  — JaurHattof  C^i^rtu, 
30  July,  1776. 
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are  going  on  under  Mr.  Anderson's  direction,  but 
rather  slowly ;  and  I  am  preparing  some  obstructions 
to  the  channel  nearly  opposite  the  works  at  the  upper 
end  of  this  island.  When  all  things  are  ready  1  intend 
to  try,  if  it  shall  seem  practicable,  to  destroy  the 
ships  and  tenders  above,  and  to  employ  the  galleys, 
If  they  can  be  of  advantage.  The  militia  for  the 
Flying  Camp  come  in  but  slowly.  By  a  return  from 
General  Mercer  yesterday,  they  are  but  little  more 
than  three  thousand.  If  they  were  in,  or  can  be 
there  shortly,  and  the  situation  of  the  enemy  remains 
the  same,  I  would  make  some  effort  to  annoy  them, 
keeping  our  posts  here  well  guarded,  and  not  putting 
too  much  to  hazard,  or  in  any  manner  to  risk.  I 
have  the  honor.  &c.' 

'Raul  in  CongTCU  \v\f  3gth. 

"  In  iry  tctlct  n\  thr  37th,  I  infonned  Con|[rcss  of  my  viewt  and  wisho  to 
Attein|i(  KinietliinK  again^i  the  Uoops  on  Slsieti  Island.  I  am  now  to  acquaint 
lliem,  Ihai,  !>)'  the  advice  of  General  M«rcer  and  other  t^fiicen  al  Amboy,  it  triD 
be  impntcticablc  to  do  anylliin|;  upon  a  large  scale,  for  want  of  crxfl,  as  ibc 
caemy  have  cnltie  cummand  nf  ihc  vralt-r  all  round  the  iilnnd,  J  hAve  desired 
General  Mercer  to  have  nine  or  ten  flat-lMltomcd  boaU  built  at  Newark  Bay 
ajid  Klitabethtown,  with  a  dtsign  pnncipally  to  keep  up  the  roininunicatioii 
acrou  Hackinsac  and  PasMiic  Ktvcn,  which  I  deem  a  maitcr  of  great  import* 
uic«,  aitd  cxtmncly  necessary  to  be  attended  to."— ftfrArM^mi/K /4c /'rmi/m' 
vf  C«ngrtu,  3n  July.  1776. 

Several  plans  were  suggested  for  attacking  the  enemy  on  Statcn  Inland.  A 
Council  of  War  ilccided,  that  a  general  ntuck  was  ineipctlient.  h-\\\  that  an 
attempt  might  be  tnadc  by  a  paity  (rum  the  JciMy  thorc  ueare^it  lu  the  i>]aiid. 
The  intrepid  Major  Knoulton,  who  ir;is  ilationed  .11  Bergen,  was  directed  (o 
confer  with  General  Mcrc«r  on  the  subject.  They  detcimincd  to  make  the  e«. 
pcriuent  on  the  nicht  of  the  rfith  of  July,  and  evcryihiug  uas  fiol  In  readineu. 
Major  Knowlton  wa^  to  bead  a  party  of  Continental  troops,  and  be  lupported 
by  QihcTi  from  the  Flying  Camp  under  General  Mercer,  who  was  to  take  a  part 
in  the  enlerpriae.  They  marched  early  in  the  evening  to  the  point  of  embarka- 
tion, but  the  weather  brcaine  sa  lempesiuous,  and  the  waves  *o  high,  thai  it 
wan  impunible  to  cross  ibc  rivei  in  time  lu  efTeci  iJie  object.     Anolbei  scheme 
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TO  THE   BOARD  OF   WAR. 

Nkw  York,  39  Jaly,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

At  length  I  have  been  able  to  comply  with  the 
first  part  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  27th 
ulto.,  relative  to  a  return  of  the  vacancies  in  the 
several  regiments,  composing  that  part  of  the  army 
under  my  immediate  command.  I  thought  to  have 
made  this  return  much  sooner,  but  the  dispersed 
situation  of  our  troops,  the  constant  duty  they  are 
upon,  the  difficultj*  of  getting  returns  when  this  is 
the  case,  especially  when  those  returns  are  to  under- 
go several  corrections,  and  the  variety  of  important 
occurrences,  which  have  intervened  of  late  to  draw 
attention  from  this  matter,  will  I  hope  be  admitted 
as  an  excuse,  and  the  delay  not  ascribed  to  any  dis- 
inclination in  me  to  comply  with  the  order ;  as  I  shall 
while  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  obey  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
and  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  all  orders  of  Congress 
with  a  scrupulous  exactness. 

With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  the  afore- 
mentioned resolution  of  the  27th  of  June,  I  have  to 
observe  that  I  have  handed  in  the  names  of  such 
persons  as  the  Field  officers  of  the  several  Regi- 
ments &  their  Brigadiers,  have  pointed  out  as  proper 

wu  projected  foriuiftltsck  from  the  sainc<]uait«r.  with  a  body  of  thfc«  ihuuHnd 
nine  huii'lred  wen,  bul  buatn  could  nut  \vt  cullecteil  iu(Iid«nl  to  tnnkport  lulf 
Ihnt  number  iictob«  the  water. 

"  V'our  favor  of  the  341I1  I  received  ou  Saturday  evening,  and  ogteeaible  to 
yonr  rcqu«t  shall  cxpunfc  Ibc  preamble  to  the  rcwlution  subjcctinK  Uic  prop* 
crty  of  »ubjcct!i  tu  the  Britisli  crown  lo  forfeiture  ant)  confiKiilion." —  Watkii^- 
/tfM  to  Cengrrsi,  39  July,  iTjh. 
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persons  to  fill  these  vacancies.  I  have  neither  added 
to,  or  diminished  ought  from  their  choice,  unless  the 
following  Special  Information  which  I  conceived 
my  indispensible  duty  to  give  should  occasion  any 
alterations. 

For  the  20th  Regiment  then,  late  Arnold's,  there 
are  two  competitors,  to  wit  :  Col.  Durkee,  the  present 
Lieut.  Colonel,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  Regiment 
ever  since  the  first  establishment  of  it,  and  Lieut. 
Colonel  Tyler  of  Parson's  Regiment. 

The  pretensions  of  both,  and  a  State  of  the  case,  I 
have  subjoined  to  the  list  of  vacancies  given  in  by 
General  Spencer.  As  i  have  also  done  in  the  case  of 
Col.  Learned,  to  another  list  exhibited  by  General 
Heath.  If  Learned  returns  to  the  Regiment  the 
vacancies  stand  right ;  If  he  should  not,  I  presume 
the  Regiment  will  be  given  to  the  Lieut.  Colonel 
William  Shepperd  who  stands  next  to  Tyler  in  Rank 
and  not  second  to  him  in  reputation,  this  change 
would  in  its  consequences  occasion  several  moves. 
There  is  a  third  matter  in  which  I  must  be  more  par- 
ticular, as  it  is  unnoticed  else  where,  and,  that  is,  the 
Lieut.  Colonel  of  Wylly's  Regiment  Rufus  Putnam 
acts  here  as  a  Chief  Engineer,  by  which  means  the 
Regiment  is  totally  deprived  of  his  services,  and  to 
remove  him  from  that  department,  the  Public  would 
sustain  a  capital  injury,  for  altho'  he  is  not  a  man  of 
scientific  knowledge,  he  is  indefatigable  in  business 
and  possesses  more  practicable  knowledge  in  the  Art 
of  Engineering  than  any  other  wc  have  in  this  Camp 
or  Army.     I  would  humbly    submit  it  therefore  to 


Congress,  whether  it  might  not  be  best  to  give  him 
(Putnam)  the  appointment  of  Engineer  with  the  pay 
of  Sixty  Dollars  per  month  ;  less  than  which  I  do  not 
suppose  he  would  accept ;  as  I  have  been  obliged  in 
order  to  encourage  him  to  push  the  business  forward 
in  this  our  extreme  hurry,  to  give  him  reasons  to 
believe  that  his  Lieutenant  Colonel's  pay  would  be 
made  equal  to  this  sum. 

If  this  appointment  should  take  place  then,  it 
makes  a  vacancy  in  Wyllys's  Regiment  which  1 
understand  he  is  desirous  of  having  filled  by  Major 
Henly  an  Active  and  spirited  officer,  now  a  Brigade 
Major  to  General  Heath. 

I  am  sorry  to  take  up  so  much  of  your  time,  as  the 
recital  of  particular  cases,  and  some  others,  requires, 
but  there  is  no  avoiding  it,  unless  Congress  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint  one  or  more  persons,  in  whom 
they  can  confide,  to  visit  this  part  of  this  army  once 
a  month,  inspect  into  it,  and  fill  up  the  vacancies, 
as  shall  appear  proper  to  them  upon  the  spot.  This 
cannot  be  attended  with  any  great  trouble,  nor  much 
expense,  as  it  is  only  in  the  part  of  the  army  under 
my  immediate  direction,  that  such  regulations  would 
be  necessary  ;  the  officers  commanding  in  other  de- 
partments having  this  power,  I  believe,  already  given 
them.' 


■  To  this  pamfinph  Ihc  President  of  Congnsi  replied  August  ad : — **  J  ain 
puticnimrljr  iiutmcted  by  Cunj^ka  lo  anitwcr  that  part  of  jrour  letter,  directed 
totbc  Boarder  War,  wliich  rclarc*  m  ihr  (Uling  up  v.^i:«ncics  In  the  irmy.  The 
ConijTess  are  concerned  to  find,  tlial  an  opinion  i^  eniertaiiicd,  that  greater 
confi<lcnce  hu  been  pUu^d  in,  and  larger  powers  given  to,  other  commanrlcn 
iD  thnt  re^pcft,  than  to  yourself.  They  have  in  no  iiiMance,  except  in  lh«  late 
appoininicnl  of  General  natc«  tn  rlic  command  in  I'anadai,  piartod  with  the 
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I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  of 
the  regiments  at  this  place,  and  long  ago  directed  the 
like  return  to  be  made  from  the  northern  and  eastern 
troops,  which  I  hope  is  complied  with.  I  also  make 
return  of  the  artillery  according  to  Colonel  Knox's 
report,  and  of  the  ordnance  stores  &c,  agreeably  to 
the  commissar)'s  return. 

I  come  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  the  20th  Instant,  with  several  Inclosurcs 
relative  to  a  proposal  of  Mr.  Goddard  and  beg  leave 
to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  Introduction  of  that 
Gentleman  into  the  Army  as  Lieut.  Colonel  would 
be  attended  with  endless  confusion.  I  have  spoke 
to  Colo  Parsons  who  is  a  verj'  worthy  man  upon  this 
subject.  I  have  done  more — I  have. shewn  him  the 
memorial ;  in  answer  to  which  he  says,  that  in  the 
conversation  had  between  him  and  Mr.  Goddard  the 
latter  was  told,  that  unless  Lieut.  Colonel  Tyler 
was  provided  for.  Major  Prentice  advanced  to  a 
Lieut.  Colonelcy  in  some  other  Regiment,  and  his 
eldest  Captain  (Chapman)  not  deprived  of  his  expec- 
tation of  the  Majority,  his  coming  in  there  would 
give  uneasiness,  but  nevertheless  if  it  was  the  pleas- 
ure of  Congress,  to  make  the  appointment,  he  would 

power  of  Biting  up  vannric^.  The  grcflt  confin-ion  and  irmny  (titordcn  pMr^ 
lenl  in  that  umy,  acM  iu  diMUncc,  tndu^cil  Coiii^rcs^  io  lodge  iuch  ft  power  in 
'that  general  fnr  Ihe  litnilrcl  spa<-r  n{  ihrcc  motithi,  nnd  unty  during  hi*  conttn. 
aaDce  in  Canada,  Should  Con|^!«  ever  empower  itii  genenits  Iq  fill  up  the 
vaoincia  in  ihc  amy,  they  know  of  ni^  one  iii  wfaum  They  would  >o  soon  repose 
B  Inist  of  such  importance  as  in  ytmreelf ;  for  future  generals  oiny  make  a  bad 
n»e  of  it.  The  danger  tif  Ihc  prccedenl.  nut  any  ^unpicion  u(  their  |>ic=K;nl 
Commander-in-cbicf,  prompt*  ihcm  tf>  retain  a  power,  ihat,  tiy  ymi.  Sir.  might 
tic  eiieiclse<i  with  tlie  jjreite^  public  wlvanmge." 
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do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  make  it  palatible.  If 
all  these  contingencies  were  to  take  place  before  Mr. 
Goddard  could  get  into  a  Regiment  he  had  been 
paving  the  way  to,  what  prospect  can  there  be  of  his 
getting  into  any  other  without  spreading  Jealoiisy  as 
he  goes  ? 

With  res[>ect  to  the  regiment  of  artificers,  I  have 
only  to  observe,  that  tlie  forming  them  into  one  corps 
at  the  time  I  did,  when  immediate  action  was  expected, 
was  only  intended  as  a  temporary  expedient  to  draw 
that  useful  body  of  near  six  hundred  men  into  the 
field,  under  one  head  and  without  confusion.  The 
appointment  of  officers,  therefore,  in  this  instance, 
was  merely  nominal,  and  unattended  with  expense. 

The  mode  of  promotion,  whether  in  a  Continental, 
colonial,  or  regimental  line,  being  a  matter  of  some 
consideration  and  delicacy  to  determine,  I  thought  it 
expedient  to  know  the  sentiments  of  the  general  offi- 
cers upon  the  consequences  of  each,  before  I  offered 
my  own  to  your  board  ;  and  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you.  that  it  is  their  unanimous  opinion,  as  it  Is  also 
mine,  from  observations  on  the  temper  and  local 
attachments  of  each  corps  to  the  members  thereof, 
that  regimental  promotions  would  be  much  the  most 
pleasing  ;  but  this  it  is  thought  had  better  appear  in 
practice,  than  come  announced  as  a  resolution,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  exceptions  in  favor  of  extra- 
ordinar)'  merit  on  the  one  hand,  and  demerit  on  the 
other  ;  the  first  to  be  rewarded  out  of  the  common 
course  of  promotion,  whilst  the  other  might  stand, 
and  sustain  no  injur>'.     It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
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Step  out  of  the  regimental  line  now,  without  giving 
much  inquietude  to  the  corps  in  which  it  happens. 
Was  it  then  to  be  declared,  as  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, that  all  promotions  should  go  in  this  way 
without  some  strong  qualifying  clauses,  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  do  it  without  creating  a  mutiny. 
This  Is  the  sense  of  my  officers  ;  as  also,  that  the 
promotions  by  succession  are  not  meant  to  extend  to 
non-commissioned  officers,  further  than  circumstances 
of  good  behavior  may  direct. 

As  the  Lists  of  Vacancies  are  returned  in  conse- 
quence of  an  order  of  Congress,  and  would  1  doubt 
not  be  referred  to  your  Board,  I  have  sent  no  Dupli- 
cates, nor  have  I  wrote  to  Congress  on  the  subject, 
but  that  I  may  [not]  appear  inattentive  to  their  com- 
mands, I  must  request  the  favor  of  having  this  Letter 
or  the  substance  of  it  laid  before  them.  I  have  the 
honor,  &c. 


TO  MEUTENANT-GENEKAL    HOWE. 

IIeau-Quaktkrs,  New  Vorjc.  30  July,  1776. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  adjutant-general  of 
the  army  under  your  command,  at  the  inter\'iew  be- 
tween us,  having  proposed  an  exchange  of  Mr.  Lovell 
for  Governor  Skene,  I  am  authorized  to  inform  you, 
that  the  Congress  have  not  only  approved  of  this 
proposition,  but,  judging  that  a  general  exchange  of 
prisoners  will  be  attended  with  mutual  convenience 
and  pleasure  to  both  parties,  have  empowered  their 
commanders  in  each  department  to  negotiate  one,  in 
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the  following  manner  ; — "  Continental  officers  for 
those  of  equal  rank  either  in  the  land  or  sea  sen'ice, 
soldier  for  soldier,  sailor  for  sailor,  and  citizen  for 
citizen."  They  have  also  particularly  mentioned  the 
exchangee  of  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  for  any  officer  of 
the  same  or  inferior  rank. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  time  and  place 
for  that  of  Mr.  Lovell  and  Governor  Skene,  that  I 
may  give  direction  for  the  latter  to  be  ready,  who  is 
now  at  Hartford,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  hence  ;  also  to  favor  me  with  your  senti- 
ments, as  well  on  the  proposition  respecting  Colonel 
Allen,  as  on  the  subject  of  a  general  exchange.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be.  with  due  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant.' 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

Kkw  York,  ji  July,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  the  14th,  17th,  20th  &  24th  have 
been  duly  received  &  I  am  extremely  happy  to  find, 
that  ycu  have  discovered  and  apprehended  some  of 
the  ringleaders  of  a  dangerous  plot,  you  say  was 
forming  in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany  ;  nor  do  I 
hear  with  less  pleasure   of   the  liannony  and  good 

'  "The  Quarlcr.Msster General  is  toprovidcCAntecus,  iusoon&kpoa<jble,  and 
to  have  llie  waEcc  to  the  KCvonil  worki,  in  uulcs  examined,  ihal  there  may  be  a 
fre&h  supply  if  neoenary.  It  U  reprrsented  to  ihc  General,  that  the  pump 
wnter,  in  the  City,  i&  very  aDhcnlthy  :  the  Troojis  me  therefore  csatione<l  ■giinu 
the  use  or  it :  tntl  the  Qunrler  MjlMct  nnil  Commissary  Gcnernls,  arc  to  consult 
together,  and  fiiL  upon  some  mode  oi  supply  of  fresh  mter,  for  the  troop»  in 
the  City."— CVrf**-^  Book.  30  July,  1776. 
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agreement  between  you  and  General  Gates,  knowing 
how  essential  they  are  to  the  service. 

Agreeable  to  your  Request  I  communicated  to  Mr. 
Trumbull  tliat  part  of  your  Letter  respecting  Mr. 
Livingston's  &  your  Ajiprehensions  of  his  resigning 
in  Case  any  Person  should  be  appointed  to  act,  inde- 
pendently of  him  in  the  Business  he  usually  managed. 
Upon  this  occasion  I  must  obser\e,  that  as  Mr. 
Trumbull  has  the  supreme  Direction  given  him  by 
Congress,  of  supplying  the  Northern  Army,  &  is  the 
Person  that  is  accountable  If  it  is  not  done  in  a  proper 
Manner,  his  Appointments  should,  &  must  be  re- 
garded, or  Things  in  this  Instance  will  never  proceed 
in  a  regular  Channel,  and  fatal  Consequences  will 
otherwise  ensue.  Mr.  Trumbull.  I  believe,  has  wrote 
Mr.  Livingston  on  the  subject,  &  1  imagine  has  men- 
tioned in  what  Manner  he  would  have  him  to  act  & 
also  given  necessarjf  Instructions  to  his  Deputies, 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  hear,  that  taking 
post  at  Fort  Stanwix  has  not  given  umbrage  to  the 
Indians;  and,  also,  that  those,  that  were  at  Phila- 
delphia and  this  place,  have  returned  with  such 
favorable  ideas  of  our  strength  and  resources  to  their 
several  nations.  I*rom  this  circumstance  1  am  hope- 
ful that  you  will  be  able  to  engage  them  in  our  in- 
terest, and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  reward  allowed 
by  Congress,  to  excite  their  efiforts  to  make  prisoners 
of  our  enemies.  I  would  have  you  press  the  matter 
strongly  in  both  instances,  and  though  you  should 
not  succeed,  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  secure  their 
neutrality.     That  will  be  an  important  point  to  gain. 
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I  conceive  it  will  not  be  only  proper,  but  absolutely 
necessary,  to  request  General  Howe  to  deliver  the 
officers,  who,  regardless  of  their  paroles,  have  escaped 
from  Pennsylvania ;  and  all  others,  that  have  acted 
in  the  same  manner  ;  pointing  out  the  impropriety  of 
such  conduct,  and  the  difficulty  it  lays  us  under  as  to 
the  line  of  treatment  to  be  observed  to  others.  In  a 
conversation  with  the  adjutant-general  of  the  King's 
army,  I  touched  upon  this  subject,  and  he  assured  me, 
all  complaints  of  this  nature  would  be  strictly  attended 
to  by  General  Howe,  and  those  who  gave  rise  to 
them  be  handled  with  severity.  Lord  Howe,  too,  I 
am  confidently  informed,  has  expressed  his  great 
disapprobation  of  such  behavior,  and  said  that  those 
who  were  guilty  of  it  should  be  severely  noticed,  if 
they  came  into  his  hands.  Every  thinking  and 
sensible  person  must  see  the  impropriety  of  it,  and 
the  consequences  that  must  attend  it.  I  should 
suppose  the  requisition  will  claim  General  Burgoyne's 
attention  and  be  readily  complied  with. 

The  swivels  you  mention  cannot  be  had;  but  if 
the  Experiments  of  a  Person  who  has  undertaken  to 
cast  some  three  Pounders,  .should  succeed;  perhaps 
after  some  Time  you  may  be  furnished  in  part  with  a 
Quantity  of  these.  Colo.  Knox  seems  to  think  they 
will  be  far  superior  to  swivels.  The  Man  supposes, 
after  he  begins,  he  will  be  able  to  compleat  twenty 
ever)'  week. 

Neither  arc  there  any  Hand  Granadocs;  We  have 
a  lai^e  number  of  4^  Inch  Shells,  which  might  be  a 
good  substitute.     But  I  do  not  know  how  Things  of 


this  Sort  can  be  forwarded  to  you,  as  the  Water 
Communication  with  Albany  is  entirely  cut  off.  The 
Difficulty  will  be  great  if  not  almost  insuperable. 

I  observe  your  reasons  for  quitting  Crown  Point, 
and  preferring  Ticonderoga.  My  knowledge  of  the 
importance  of  the  former  was  not  properly  my  own : 
it  arose  from  the  information  I  had  from  gentlemen 
and  persons,  who  were,  or  said  they  were,  well 
acquainted  with  it,  and  the  situation  of  the  country 
about  it.  Being  founded  on  that.  I  cannot  say  any 
thing  myself  on  the  subject.  Your  representation  of 
it  most  certainly  lessens  its  consequence  in  a  capital 
degree.  However,  I  am  fearful  the  obsen-ation  of 
the  field-officers.  "  that  the  New  England  govern- 
ments will  be  thereby  exposed  to  the  incursions  of 
our  cruel  and  savage  enemies,"  will  be  but  too  well 
verified.*  If  that  post  could  not  have  been  main- 
tained, this  evil  with  others  greater  must  have 
happened. 

in  Respect  to  the  Privilege  you  have  given  the 
Officers  who  held  double  Commissions,  to  retain 
which  they  choose  !  cannot  object.  If  the  Authority 
giving  them  was  the  same,  &  such  as  was  exercised 
usually  &  approved,  I  see  no  Cause  for  it,  &  suppose 
the  Officers  have  that  Right. 

As  to  Lieut.  Colo.  Buell's  Case.  1  cannot  give  any 
direction  about  it,  not  having  Authority  to  appoint 
Officers  generally. 

It  is  not  in  my  Power  to  spare  you  any  money 
from  hence.  Our  Chest  is  all  but  empty.  Congress 
would  be  informed  by  your  Letters  of  your  situation, 


doubtless.  I  mentioned  it  in  mine  and  have  suggested 
as  I  often  have,  the  Expediency,  nay  the  Necessity 
of  keeping  regular  supplies. 

All  the  eastward  accounts  say,  that  three  or  four 
captures  have  been  made  lately  ;  among  them  a  pro- 
vision vessel  from  Ireland,  which  of  herself  came  into 
Boston  harbor.  In  the  southern  department  we 
have  been  still  more  lucky.  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  his 
fleet  got  a  severe  drubbing  in  an  attack  made  upon 
our  works  on  Sullivan's  Island,  just  by  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina  ;  a  part  of  their  troops  at  the  same 
time,  attempting  to  land,  were  repulsed.  The  papers 
1  presume  have  reached  you  announcing  this  fort- 
unate event,  where  you  will  see  the  particulars  as 
transmitted  by  General  Lee  to  Congress.  I  am,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant." 

*"ltHwithtt6toni<liniL'nt  and  concirm,  thr  Grneral  tindiithBi  prmulioo  uwd 
to  prevent  tlie  CounteniigM  lieing  niwle  known  ti>  any  nut  entitle  iv  it,  is  de- 
feated by  the  igit'orancc  or  misconducl  of  those  lo  n-hum  it  is  intrusted.  In 
tinier  thai  none  may  plead  ignarancc  hereafter,  the  officem  anil  Suldlers  are  to 
know,  that  Ihc  following  rule  i«  establish cd.  The  Adjutant  (jencral  al  Six  P.  M. 
will  deliver  the  Parule  and  Countersign  ;  tu  Ihc  MnjorsofBri|[adc,  and  Adjutant 
of  Arcillecy,  Chcj'  iLt  Retreat  B-caling,  anil  not  before,  are  to  cleliTerltieni  lotbe 
Adjuiaiilis  of  llieir  respective  Itrigades  :  The  Adjutants  are  lo  deliver  ihem  to 
the  Field  OiGcer^  of  their  respective  Brij^ades.  if  reiiuiicd,  l1ien  to  the  officer  of 
ihc  advanced  (iuards,  llien  to  the  oRiter  of  every  other  gnard,  in  and  about  the 
City  or  Camp ;  and  the  General  flaiiers  him^lf,  ihat  when  tlii!  inipoiiance  and 
necessity  of  secrecy  upon  this  heatl,  'i  ix  con«idcrcc1  every  ofliccrend  soldier  will 
pride  himself  in  his  fidcHly,  prudence  and  diitciplinc." — Ordtrfy  Sock,  %x  Jtily, 
1776- 

"  It  it  with  great  coocero,  the  Ocneral  undenilandt.  that  JcalouMes  &<:.,  are 
arisen  among  the  troop&  from  the  different  Provinces,  of  reflections  frequently 
thrown  out,  whidi  can  unly  tend  to  irritate  each  other,  and  injure  Ihc  noble 
caiue  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  which  we  oufjht  to  support  with  one  hand, 
and  one  hcAtl.  The  (iencral  mo%t  earnestly  cnlre«ts  the  officers  and  widicrs 
lo  consider  the  coiiseijusnces  ;  that  they  can  no  way  asajsl  our  cruel  enemies 
morccAcciually,  than  making  division  among  uuradves.     Thai  the  Honor  and 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  COKGRESS. 

New  Vokk.  a  Aaput.  1776. 

Sir. 

Your  favor  of  the  30th  Ulto.  with  Its  several  Inclo- 
sures  I  was  honored  with  by  Wednesday's  post. 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  leave  with  me  the 
direction  of  Colonel  Ward's  regiment.  I  have  wrote  to 
Governor  Trumbull,  and  re<iuested  him  to  order  their 
march  to  this  place,  boing  fully  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
mean  to  make  their  grand  push  in  this  quarter,  and 
that  the  good  of  the  service  requires  every  aid  here 
that  can  be  obtained.  I  have  also  wrote  Colonel 
Elmore,  and  directed  him  to  repair  hither  with  his 
regiment.  When  it  comes  I  shall  fill  up  commissions 
for  such  officers,  as  appear  with  their  respective  com- 
panies. Colonel  Hoiman  with  a  regiment  from  the 
Massachusetts  state  is  arrived.  Colonel  Carey  from 
thence  is  also  here,  waiting  the  arrival  of  his  regi- 
ment, which  he  hourly  expects.  He  adds,  when  he 
left  New  London  he  heard  that  the  third  regiment 
from  the  Massachusetts  was  almost  ready,  and  would 
soon  be  in  motion. 


Succen  ol  the  Aimy,  nnil  Ihc  Lafcty  of  our  bleeilin];  Country,  (lcpctitl%  upon 
Harmony  (in<l  good  ftBrccmeni  with  oach  othCT.  That  \hv  IVovinccs  ar«  all 
iii)It«U  to  oppose  ihe  common  enemy,  antl  all  (listicit.iion&  lunk  in  ih«  name  of 
an  Araerinn  ;  to  mitke  this  honorable  and  pret«nc  the  Libvrtyof  ourCounlry. 
ought  to  be  our  ^nly  cmiilmion,  ind  tic  wiU  be  the  bcs]  Soldier,  and  the  best 
Patriot,  who  conrribulei  moU  to  thH  gloHous  work,  whatever  hU  Station. 
o»  from  wh.itcvcr  part  of  Ihc  Coniin'tnt,  he  may  come,  I,ct  all  OitrtincCtonit  of 
Nation*,  Couiitric*,  and  Province*  Iht-rcfort,  be  Io>l  in  ihe  ({encrout  content, 
who  «hall  behave  with  Ihe  maul  Courage  against  the  enemy,  nnd  the  most  kind- 
ne«  and  good  humor  lo  each  other.  If  there  are  any  ofiiccn,  or  soldiers,  so 
loct  to  virtue,  and  a  love  of  ihc-ir  Country,  a»  In  continue  In  such  practices  after 
tlua  order,  the  General  as«nrc«  them,  and  is  directed  by  Con^M,  to  declare  to 
the  whole  Array,  that  »uch  f>crioni  shall  be  severely  puni^het!  and  dismissed  the 
service  with  dii^nm.'—OrJrrfy  ffaoi,  t  Aiiguxt,  1776. 


The  enemy's  force  is  daily  augmenting,  and  becom- 
ing stronger  by  new  arrivals.  Yesterday.  General 
Greene  reports,  that  about  forty  sail,  including  lend- 
ers, came  into  the  Hook.  What  they  are,  or  what 
those  have  brought  that  have  lately  got  in.  I  remain 
uninformed.  However,  I  think  it  probable  they  are 
a  part  of  Admiral  Howe's  fleet  with  the  Hessian 
troops.  It  is  time  to  look  for  'em.'  I  have  the 
honor  to  be.  &c. 

P.  S.  I  am  extremely  sorry  tn  inform  Congress, 
our  troops  are  very  sickly.' 

'  The  above  tcmcU  prT>vct1  to  tie  from  ihe  «outh.  GencrmI  Ctinlcm  and  l.onl 
ComwalliK  arrived  from  Cnroliiui  oii  the  r<it  of  Aiigiid.  Gcnvial  Clinton's  ad* 
vcntuTC  in  ilint  <)ncir(cr.  tl  vrmiltl  te«in,  was  not  very  gratifying  to  his  lupffHuni. 
Lord  Gcurgc  Gcrmftine  wrote  to  liim,  August  34tii : — "  I  had  reason  to  flatter 
myself,  that,  the  xason  being  for  advKn<:cd,  jau  wculd  not  make  any  attempt 
at  the  soiUhrt'ftrd,  whereby  th^rc  could  he  n  poxsihilit/  ol  your  bring  prevented 
from  proceeding  with  your  army  in  due  time  Co  the  nuitliw^nl  lo  join  General 
Howe,  who  has  long  impatiently  cxpectcit  your  arrivni.  I  wm  therefore  ex- 
tremely disappointed  ami  mortifiefl  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  July  Rth,  that  you 
were  still  in  the  suutli,  and  that  the  fleet  hnd  received  a  severe  chevk  at  Sulli- 
van's Island." — iffS.  UlUr.  General  Lcc  arrived  in  Charleston  on  the  4th  of 
June,  and  look  command  of  the  American  fnrcM  in  the  noiilheni  department. 
The  gallant  action  at  the  Kort  on  Sullivan'<<  Islaml  was  fought  June  28lh,  under 
Colonel  Moutlne,  by  whoi«  name  the  Fort  was  aftt'rwBnU  called. 

*  Read  in  Gongrc^f  August  ;th, 

*'  Notwithstanding  the  creal  abuse>  of  rc(>ii]icutal  llospitaU  last  year,  the 
General  has,  out  of  [ndulgencc  and  kindnL-ss  to  the  Troops,  who  »ecm  to  like 
them,  pcTTDiticd  ihem  to  be  again  opened,  with  a  foil  per^naaon  thai  the  rc{i. 
rncntnl  Surgeon^  will  (iitly  conform  to  the  Kules  and  Orrler^,  which  hare  been 
made,  and  patticularty  thai  they  act  with  the  strictest  Honor,  and  Candor  in 
ihdr  draughts  upon  the  acircial  Storcn,  and  aicounting  with  tlie  Director  Gen- 
cral  of  the  HoKpital,  when  required  ;  making  him  regular  reports  of  the  Kick, 
and  applying  what  they  receive  to  the  patients  only.  The  Colonels  and  Field 
OfGceni  of  the  »cveral  Regiments  would  do  well  to  visit  their  Rcgiuiciital  Hos- 
pitals frequently,  ami  see  these  rcgulationv  observed  :  and  in  all  caKC«,  except 
(light,  or  putrid  disorder,  have  the  mcV  removed  to  the  General  Hospital,  Mair 
the  Brigade  ;  or  the  General  nioit,  in  juklicc  lo  tlie  public  break  ihem  up  again." 
— Orilerty  Jio»k,  1  August,  1776, 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 


Nirw  York,  5  Aug«»i,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  31st  ullo.  on 
Friday  with  its  several  Inclosurcs.  and  return  you  my 
thanks  for  the  agreeable  Intelligence  you  were 
pleased  to  communicate  of  the  arrival  of  one  of  our 
ships  with  such  valuable  Articles  as  Arms  and  Am- 
munition, also  of  the  capture  made  by  a  privateer 

The  mode  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  resolved 
on  by  Congress,  is  acceded  to  by  General  Howe,  so 
far  as  It  comes  within  his  command/  A  copy  of  my 
letter  and  his  answer  upon  the  subject  I  have  the 

"That  tbe  Tioops  vawj  have  an  opportunity  of  mtcndins  public  wonhip,  at 
well  as  take  fiomc  mt,  aftct  the  gtcat  fatigue  they  have  ^onc  ihioDgh,  the  Oen> 
eral  in  future,  excu-«s  ihem  from  (atigufi  duty  on  Sunday  (except  al  the  Ship 
Yards,  or  special  occasions,)  until  fuilhcr  order*.  The  trfueral  is  wrry  to  be 
infumied  lliat  the  fcioluli  miid  wicked  practice  ol  prctfane  ciining  an<l  suxAring 
(a  Vice  heretofore  tittle  knawn  in  nr  American  Army.)  j^  Krowiikg  into  (nsliioii  ; 
he  hopes  the  ofFiccr\  will  by  exaiuple  a^  well  ov  inllueuce  endc&vur  to  check  it, 
and  that  both  they  and  the-  mcnvi-ill  reflect,  th.-ii  we  can  have  little  hopes  of  the 
BlearitiC  of  Heaven  on  our  Anns  if  wc  liuuli  it  \>f  our  impiety  and  lolly  ; 
added  to  this  it  U  a  vice  >o  mean  and  low,  without  any  tcmiitation,  that  every 
man  of  scn^e  and  character,  detcsU  ajid  despiien  \\."—Ordtrly  Beot^  3 
August,  1776. 

'  Journah  a/  Co-g^U!,  32  July,  1776. 

"  I  have  ilie  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  there  ii  a  prospecl  of  an  early  ex- 
choline  of  tlir  pHM>neni  taken  in  ihc  Vnnkcc  Hero  privateer.  A&  .Mr.  Tracy 
negotiated  this  niatier,  and  had  an  tnierview  with  l.ord  Howe  on  board  the 
Eagle  man-of-war.  E  tnu«t  refer  you  to  him  for  parliculai^.  CotiKfcss  author- 
iied  me  lo  comply  with  Ciencral  Howe's  request  of  giviii);  Cioveinor  Skene  for 
Mr,  Lovell ;  and  I  hare  written  informing  iicncral  Howe  thereof,  and  expect 
soon  to  have  Mr.  I.ovcU  sent  to  some  pan  Oif  the  coniincui, 

"AiKitethe  members  uf  yuui  hunorabie  body,  that  it  gives  mc  particular 
pleasnie,  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  relieve  one  of  their  citirens  from  a  long 
and  tedious  imi-<n»onmcn t.  and  I  ^all  eateem  mynclf  bnppy  in  complying  with 
any  recjuest  they  may  make,  ontiMent  with  the  imponaut  duties  of  my  oflice," 
—  IVajiinftfiti  t«  the  P'tndtnt  »f  ike  MatsaikMuttt  C^nntil,  3  August,  1776. 


honor  to  enclose  you  ;  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
Congress. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Tup- 
per,  who  had  the  general  command  of  the  galleys 
here,  will  inform  Congress  of  the  engagement  be- 
tween them  and  the  ships  of  war  up  the  North  River 
on  Saturday  evening,  and  of  the  damage  we  sustained. 
What  injury  was  done  to  the  ships,  1  cannot  ascer- 
tain. It  is  said  they  were  hulled  several  times  by  our 
shot.  All  accounts  agree,  that  our  officers  and  men, 
during  the  whole  of  the  al^air,  behaved  with  great 
spirit  and  bravery.  The  damage  done  to  the  galleys 
shows  beyond  question,  that  they  had  a  warm  time  of 
it.  The  ships  still  remain  up  the  river  ;  and,  before 
any  thing  further  can  be  attempted  against  them, 
should  it  be  thought  advisable,  the  galleys  must  be 
repaired.  I  have  also  transmitted  Congress  a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  received  by  Saturday's  post  from  Gov- 
ernor Cooke,  to  which  I  refer  them  for  the  intelligence 
it  contains.  The  seizure  of  our  vessels  by  the  Portu- 
guese is,  I  fear,  an  event  too  true.  Their  dependence 
upon  the  British  crown  for  aid  against  the  Spaniards 
must  force  them  to  comply  with  every  thing  required 
of  them.  I  wish  the  Morris  may  get  safe  in  with  her 
cargo.  As  to  the  ships  which  Captain  Buchlin  saw 
on  the  25th  ultimo,  they  are  probably  arrived,  for 
yesterday  twenty-five  sail  came  into  the  Hook. 

By  a  letter  from  General  Ward  of  the  29  Ulto. 
he  informs  me  that  two  of  our  Armed  Vessels  the 
day  before  had  brought  into  Marblehead  a  Ship 
bound  from  HnlHfax  to  Staten  Island.     She  had  in 
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about  1509^  cost  of  Britisli  Goods,  besides  a  good 
many  belonging  to  Tories.  A  Hallifax  paper  found 
on  board  Iier  I  have  inclosed,  as  also  an  account  sent 
me  by  Mr.  Hazard,  transmitted  him  by  some  of  his 
Friends,  as  given  by  the  Tories  taken  in  her.  Their 
Intelligence  I  dare  say  is  true  respecting  the  arrival 
of  part  of  the  Hessian  Troops.  Genl.  Ward  in  his 
Letter  mentions  the  day  this  prize  was  taken,  Capn. 
Burke  in  another  of  our  Armed  Vessels  had  an  En- 
gagement with  a  Ship  and  a  Schooner  which  he 
thought  were  Transports,  and  would  have  taken 
them,  had  it  not  been  for  an  unlucky  accident  in 
having  his  Quarter  deck  blown  up.  Two  of  his  men 
were  killed  and  several  more  wounded.  The  hulks 
and  three  chevaux-de-frise,  that  have  been  preparing 
to  obstruct  the  channel,  have  got  up  to  the  place 
they  are  intended  for,  and  will  be  sunk  as  soon  as 
possible.'     I  have  transmitted  Congress  a  Genl,  Re- 

'  The  tiiiKle  of  conslutting  the  ^Arvaux^iit'/risf  vit,^  ■  contrivance  at  (knenl 
Pulnam'it,  n»  apiiean.  hj  a  letter  Iron)  him  to  Cjcoeia)  Ciatcs,  dA(cil  July  tbih  : 
"  The  cnrmv's  fleet  now  \ks  in  the  b»y  very  uic,  doM  undei  Staicn  Ulaml. 
Th«ir  tioojis  posM^%  no  land  Here  but  the  IslRnd.  Is  it  not  vecy  »lningc,  that 
those  invincible  irr>ops,  who  were  lu  dcsitoy  and  lay  waste  all  ibU  country  with 
Ibeit  8ect&  ami  araiy,  are  «i  fund  nl  Inlands  and  peninsulai,  and  dare  noi  pot 
their  feel  on  (he  main  ?  lint  I  hni]>e,  by  ihe  blcMing  of  God  and  good  fncnds, 
«rc  iball  ]>ay  them  a  riiil  on  tlicir  inland.  Fur  that  end,  we  are  jirepuing  four* 
leca  firc-Uiipn  (o  go  into  Ihdr  fleri,  Noma  of  which  are  ready  charged  and  fitted 
to  sail,  and  I  hope  soon  to  havt  ihcm  all  fixed.  Wc  urt:  preparing  cAn'au.\-Je' 
/nte,  M  which  wv  make  great  detpstdi  by  the  help  of  ships,  which  arc  to  be 
lunk :  a  scheme  of  mine,  which  you  may  be  auured  i^  very  isimple,  a  plan  of 
whieb  I  send  you.  The  twi>  *hiji*'  siems  lie  Inwards  each  other,  (ibout  seventy 
leet  apart.  'I'hrce  lar^  iog>,  whitb  reach  from  khip  lu  »iiip,  arc  fasti^aed  to 
Ihcin.  The  two  thip^  and  ]ug&  »tDp  the  rjvcr  two  hundre<l  and  eighty  feet. 
The  ships  are  to  be  sunk,  and,  vrheo  hauled  down  00  one  tids,  the  picks  will  b« 
niscd  to  a  proper  height,  and  tliey  mu5t  ine%-ilab1y  uop  the  rivet  if  the  enemy 
will  let  u«  sink  them,"— A/.V.  ttlttr. 
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turn  of  the  Army  in  &  about  this  place  on  the  3d 
Inst  by  which  they  will  perceive  the  amount  of  our 
force. 

Before  I  conclude  I  would  beg  leave  to  remind 
Congress  of  the  necessity  there  is  of  having  some 
major-generals  appointed  for  this  army,  the  duties  of 
which  are  great,  extensive,  and  impossible  to  be  dis- 
charged as  they  ought,  and  the  good  of  the  service 
requires,  without  a  competent  number  of  officers  of 
this  rank.  1  mean  to  write  more  fully  upon  the  sub- 
ject; and,  as  things  are  drawing  fast  to  an  issue,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  make  every  proper  disposition  and 
arrangement  that  we  possibly  can,  I  pray  that  this 
matter  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  claim 
their  early  attention.  I  well  know  what  has  pre- 
vented appointments  of  this  sort  for  some  time  past ; 
but  the  situation  of  our  affairs  will  not  justify  longer 
delays  in  this  instance.  By  the  first  opportunity  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  you  my  sentiments 
more  at  large  upon  the  propriety  &  necessity  of  the 
measure.     I  have  &c.' 


'  R«i.d  in  Congress  August  6^. 

"  Brigiulier  General  [John  Morin]  Scott,  having  informetl  Ihc  OeDenJ,  Out 
some  disMLtiftfftction  had  amen  in  hia  Brig-idc,  on  ncoount  of  the  I«t  Batlalinn 
wliu  Iiad  leccircii  some  asauranccs  from  Uie  Cuminitlce  of  tlic  Convcnlion,  of 
this  Sl-itr,  thai  tlicy  «hou)>l  not  be  removed  out  oC  Town,  unlcKi  (be  Army 
moved  geuertilly  ;  the  General  at  the  same  ttnic  being  of  opmiDi)  thai,  from 
their  knowledge  of  the  Citj',  they  can  be  more  scniceuble,  than  bh)-  oih«r  equal 
number  of  men  who  aTCfiinngCTs,  ordcTB.  ihat  on  WBdncsday,  Ccncnd  Scott's 
Brigade  move  inlo  the  Cli/,  and  Cencral  Fellows  with  hl^  Rrigade,  take  ihcir 
pUccB.  He  olio  directs  Ih^t  no  ofliccn>,  or  soldiert  of  General  Kellowit'  brigade. 
take  u]>  their  i|naiten  in  the  d<«  ellinf;  Houwi,  in  or  neat  iheir  mcampiuent  ex- 
cept they  arc  placed  there  by  the  Quarter  Master  General. 

"  The  (icneral  cannot  di§iniK  tbie  matter  without  auuring  the  ist  Bailalioa, 
of  (^neral  Scott't  Brigade,  that  he  will  have  Ihe  gronndx  of  iheJr  claim,  particu. 
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TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 


Nkw  York.  7  AuguM,  1776. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addressing  you  1  begged  leave  to  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  absolute  necessity  there  is  for 
appointing  more  general  offtcers,  promising  at  the 
same  time,  by  the  first  opportunity^  to  give  my  senti- 
ments more  at  large  upon  the  subject.  Confident  I 
am,  that  the  postponing  this  measure  has  not  pro- 
ceeded from  motives  of  frugality,  otherwise  I  should 
take  the  liberty  of  attempting  to  prove,  that  we  put 
too  much  to  the  hazard  by  such  a  saving.  I  am  but 
too  well  apprized  of  the  difficulties  that  occur  in  the 
choice.  They  are.  I  acknowledge,  great ;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  must  be  allowed,  that  they  are  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  present  themselves  whenever  the  sub- 
ject is  thought  of.  Time,  on  the  one  hand,  does 
not  remove  them :  on  the  other,  delay  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  fatal   consequences.     This  anuy,  though 

Isrljr  inquired  into,  of  tfic  ProvtiKrial  Congress  of  (he  Stale  of  New  York  :  ai 
wcl]  becatue  they  may  rest  awtuied  Uial  at  tlie  tune  tune,  public  (aith  ia  pre- 
wnwH  vrith  ihcm,  he  eipccis  and  will  require,  that  ihey  oli«TV«  ihcir  engage- 
meni  with  the  puWk." — Ordffiy  B^k,  5  Aui;u»l,  1776, 

"  Not  with*  landing  the  orders  isnied,  and  the  inlcretri  the  Troops  have  in  il ; 
ComploinLi  are  mudc  of  the  bad  behavior  of  the  Troops  to  pwople,  at  market  ; 
laking  and  destroying  their  ihingf.  The  ticncral  dcclnrcii  for  the  lai.t  lime,  thai 
he  will  puntib  luch  ofTcndcra  most  severely  ;  and  in  order  thiit  they  may  be  d& 
leclcd,  an  oflicer  fr<Mn  ouXx  of  the  guards,  neaiekt  (o  tboac  marlcelt,  where  tlie 
Country  People  »■;,  to  altcnd  from  wnriic  till  twelve  o'clock  ;  and  he  is  ilriclly 
enjoined  to  prevent  any  abuser  of  Ihii  kind  ;  to  leize  any  ofI«Dc!er  ftnd  send  hlni 
immediately  to  the  Guard-house,  reporting  him  also  at  Hvnd-Quatlcn.  The 
Officeni  of  Guardi  in  fuiutc  will  be  an»ivcmblc  if  there  are  any  marc  Complaints. 
unlcK«  ihcy  apprehend  the  otTcndcr — A  copy  of  lhi>  order  to  be  put  up  in  every 
Ijiiarti  HouMt  in  the  City," — On/trty  /tivi,  6  Auj^uU,  1776. 


far  short  as  yet  of  the  numbers  intended  by  Con- 
gress, is  by  much  too  unwieldy  for  the  command  of 
any  one  man,  without  several  major-generals  to  assist. 
For  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  a  brigadier-general  at 
the  head  of  his  brigade  is  no  more  than  a  colonel 
at  the  head  of  a  regiment,  except  that  be  acts  upon  a 
larger  scale.  Officers  of  more  general  command  are 
at  all  times  wanted  for  the  good  order  and  govern- 
ment of  an  army,  especially  when  the  army  is  com- 
posed chiefly  of  raw  troops  ;  but  in  an  action  they 
are  indispensably  necessary.  At  present  there  is  but 
one  major-general  for  this  whole  department  and  the 
Flying  Camp  ;  whereas,  at  this  place  alone,  less  than 
three  cannot  discharge  the  duties  with  that  regularity 
they  ought  to  be. 

If  these  major-generals  are  appointed,  as  undoubt- 
edly they  will,  out  of  the  present  brigadiers,  you  will 
want  for  this  place  three  brigadiers  at  least.  The 
northern  department  will  require  one.  tf  not  two,  (as 
General  Thompson  is  a  prisoner,  and  the  Baron 
VVoedtke  reported  to  be  dead  or  in  a  state  not  much 
better.)  there  being  at  present  only  one  brigadier- 
general.  Arnold,  in  all  that  department.  For  the 
eastern  governments  there  ought  to  be  one,  or  a 
major-general,  to  superintend  the  regiments  there,  and 
to  prevent  impositions  that  might  otherwise  be  prac- 
tised. These  make  the  number  wanted  to  be  six  or 
seven;  and  who  are  to  he  appointed,  Congress  can 
best  judge.  To  make  brigadiers  of  the  oldest  colo- 
nels would  be  the  least  exceptionable  way  ;  but  it  is 
much  to  be  questioned  whether  by  that  mode  the 
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ablest  men  would  be  appointed  to  oflfice.  And  I 
would  observe,  though  the  rank  of  the  colonels  of  the 
eastern  governments  was  settled  at  Cambridge  last 
year,  it  only  respected  themselves,  and  is  still  open 
as  to  officers  of  other  governments.  To  pick  a  colo- 
nel here  and  a  colonel  there  through  the  army,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  entertained  of  their  abilities, 
would  no  doubt  be  the  means  of  making  a  better 
choice,  and  nominating  the  fittest  persons ;  but  tlien 
the  senior  officers  would  get  disgusted,  and.  more 
than  probable,  with  their  connexions,  quit  the  service. 
That  might  prove  fatal  at  this  time.  To  appoint 
gentlemen  as  brigadiers,  that  have  not  served  in  this 
army,  in  this  part  of  it  at  least,  would  not  wound  any 
one  in  particular,  but  hurt  the  whole  equally,  and 
must  be  considered  in  a  very  discouraging  light  by 
ever>'  officer  of  merit.  View  the  matter,  therefore,  in 
any  point  of  light  you  will,  there  are  inconveniences 
on  the  one  hand,  and  difficulties  on  the  other,  which 
ought  to  be  avoided.  Would  they  be  remedied  by 
appointing  the  oldest  colonels  from  each  state  ?  If 
this  mode  should  be  thought  expedient,  the  enclosed 
list  gives  the  names  of  the  colonels  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Pennsylvania  inclusive,  specifying  those  who 
rank  first,  as  I  am  told,  in  the  several  colony  lists.' 

I  have  transmitted  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
John  Glover  setting  forth  the  nature  and  Grounds  of 
a  dispute  between  him  and  a  Mr.  [John]  Bradford 
respecting  their  agency.  Not  conceiving  myself 
authorized  nor  having  the  smallest  Inclination  to  In- 

'  The  Um  li  not  with  the  Ictttr. 
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terfere  in  any  degree  In  the  matter,  it  is  referred  to 
Congress  who  will  determine  and  give  direction  upon 
It  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  best.  I  will 
only  observe  that  Mr.  Glover  was  recommended  to 
me  as  a  proper  person  for  an  agent  when  we  first 
fitted  out  armed  vessels  and  was  accordingly  appointed 
one,  and  so  far  as  I  know  discharged  his  office  with 
fidelity  and  Industrj*. 

I  received  Yesterday  Evening  a  Letter  from  Gcnl. 
Schuyler  containing  Lt.  McMichel's  report  who  had 
been  sent  a  Scout  to  Oswego.  A  copy  of  the  Re- 
port I  have  inclosed  for  the  information  of  Congress, 
lest  Genl.  Schuyler  should  have  omitted  It  in  his 
Letter  which  accompanies  this.  Ht:  was  at  the  Ger- 
man Flatts  wlien  he  wrote,  which  was  the  2d  InstL, 
and  the  Treaty  with  the  Indians  not  begun,  nor  had 
the  whole  expected  there  arrived  ;  but  of  these  things 
he  will  have  advised  you  more  fully  I  make  no 
doubt. 

The  paymaster  informs  me  he  received  a  supply 
of  money  yesterday.  It  came  very  seasonably,  for 
the  applications  and  clamors  of  the  Troops  had  be- 
come Incessant  and  distressing  beyond  measure. 
There  Is  now  Two  months"  pay  due  "em.  I  have 
the  honor,  S:c' 

'  Read  in  Ctingre*!  Aiigiisi  8ih. 

Imiiicdialely  iiflcr  receiving  thi»  letter,  Con^rcu  niipointcd  Henth,  Spencer, 
Snllivan,  anil  I'ireene  (najoI.gencI:U^  ;  oixl  Ja.Tnc»  Reed,  Nixon,  St.  Clatr,  Mc> 
Dougall,  I'arsonM,  utd  JniRCK  Clinton  brigadier-gencnLtH.  Kn  ^Wruo/t «/ fjw- 
grttt,  August  9th. 

"  1  am  lo  acknnwlcdge  the  receipt  of  jrour  (avot,  intinuiting  your  expectation!! 
of «.  Te!ea!><--  on  rbc  i3Lh  of  t]ii»  month.  I  hnvc  considered  yonr  parole,  Mlvi»ed 
with  thiiic  iihiiic  knowledge  nnd  experience  give  weight  In  their  opinionM,  and 


TO   COVERKOR  TRUMBULI- 

HKAP-QvAinKHs,  Nr.w  Vokk,  7  August,  1776. 

Sir, 

By  two  deserters  this  day.  we  have  the  following 
intelhgence.  namely,  that  General  Clinton  and  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  th<'  whole  southern  army,  have 
arrived  and  landed  on  Staten  Island  from  South 
Carolina,  in  number  about  three  or  four  thousand  ; 
that  the  (leet.  which  came  in  a  few  days  since,  are  the 
Hessians  and  Scotch  Highlanders,  part  of  twelve 
thousand,  who  were  left  off  Newfoundland:  in  the 
whole  making  about  thirty  thousand  men  ;  and  that, 
it  is  said  by  the  ofificers  of  the  navy  and  army,  they 
are  to  attack  New  York  and  Long  Island.  &c.,  in  the 
course  of  a  week.  The  uncommon  movements  of  the 
fleet  this  day.  together  with  the  above  intelligence, 
convince  us.  that,  in  all  human  probability,  there  can 
but  a  very  few  days  pass,  before  a  general  engage- 
ment takes  place.'     When  I  consider  the  weakness  of 

otherwise  endeavored  to  infmv  inyteU  how  far  your  constrncilon  of  it  is 
founiJcd  uix>n  jtisttcc.  rratnn,  or  uuge.  I  do  not  lintl  it  wamiTKed  by  eilhet. 
My  duty,  therefore,  ublign  mc  to  overrule  your  daiiii  ■»  »  martcr  of  rijjiii.  A» 
R  matlrr  of  farcir,  indulgviicc  i'  uol  in  uiy  power,  even  if  your  genera]  line  «f 
comlnci  tu  a  prisoner  hnil  been  unexcejitionalile,  I  have  therefore  wrote  to  iht 
Coniiiiitiei;  of  Harifonl,  ami  sent  them  n  copy  of  IhU  tetter,  nnd  I  ho[>c  you 
vrUI.  without  difficulty,  oonfonn  to  the  regfuktions.  ilrcady  inad«  with  reKpevt  tu 
piisonen  by  the  (-cncnU  CongrcBs. 

*'  II  i«  probable  a  gencnl  exchuige  of  prUoncr>  vriU  soon  UMe  place.  Ii  will 
then  be  k  picutng  pftrt  of  my  duly  tn  facililalc  your  retom  in  your  friends  nnd 
connexionii.  u.  I  auuie  you,  it  i»  now  a  painful  one  lo  di'>.'k|ipoiii(  you  in  an 
expeclalinn,  which  you  %ctm  (o  have  foniied  in  a  full  penuuion  of  ItdiiK 
right,  and  in  whiib,  on  mniure  dclihctation,  I  am  mj  unhapjiy  a*.  lnlalJy  lo 
differ  from  yoa."—  IVatkimgtt^n  i«  Afajer  Chriitephfr  i'rtnch.  7  Aufpul.  1776. 

'  "  They  [ihc  deserters]  further  add  that  when  ihey  left  CaroHna  one  tnu]»- 
pod  gut  nn  Nhorr,  <o  that  thcy  iiero  not  able  lo  g;ive  her  relief.  Upon  whii;h  idic 
xurrcndcred  u*ilh  5  coinpaiiicn  of  Hi^hUndcn  lo  General  Lee,  who  afler  laking 
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our  army  by  sickness,  the  great  extent  of  ground  we 
have  to  defend,  and  the  amazing  slowness  with  which 
the  levies  come  forward,  1  think,  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  neighboring  militia  should  be  immedi- 
ately sent  to  our  assistance ;  and,  agreeably  to  your 
letter  of  the  6th  of  July,  I  have  ordered  the  colonels 
with  their  regiments  to  march,  with  al!  convenient 
speed,  to  this  place. 

The  disgrace  of  the  British  arms  at  the  southward, 
and  the  season  being  far  advanced,  will  make  them 
exert  every  nerve  against  us  in  this  quarter.  To 
trust  altogether  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  without 
our  own  utmost  exertions,  would  be  tempting  Provi- 
dence ;  and,  that  you  may  judge  of  our  situation,  I 
give  you  the  present  state  of  our  army.'  By  this,  you 
will  see,  we  are  to  oppose  an  army  of  thirty  thousand 
experienced  veterans,  with  about  one  third  the  num- 
ber of  raw  troops,  and  these  scattered  some  fifteen 
miles  apart.  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Root. 
To  him  I  must  refer  you  for  further  particulars;  and 
have  the  pleasure  to  be  your  Honor's  most  obedient 
servant.' 


evcrylhiiiB  vmlujil>le  out  of  litr,  burnt  her;  that  the  adminl  turned  CenersI 
Clintfm  QUt  of  hi«  ihip  after  the  ongagement  with  a  great  deal  of  nbiue  ;  great 
tliflereQce!>  between  the  principal  nnval  anil  tnililary  centlemen.  That  the 
■hipH  left  in  Carolina  ue  now  In  i,iich  a  weakly  dkirtmeU  condititm  they  would 
fall  an  caay  prey. 

'•  The  ships  ftpc  L-hanging  their  po-iiion,  anri  ihc  men  of  war  fortning  ini«  a 
line,  bill  I  «till  think  they  will  wait  the  arrival  af  the  remaining  Hexfiaiu  before 
auy  general  al  lack  will  bcmatlc." — iV»tkitt);U»%  to  the  Prttidrni  «f  Cangrtis, 
1  Augut,  1776. 

'  Prewnt  fit  for  duty.  10,514;  sick  present.  3,039:  uck  absent.  63q:  on 
command,  2,946;  on  furltwgh,  97  ;  tota],  17.33$.  This  return  was  made  on 
the  third,  and  included  iroopn  in  New  York,  Governor's  and  Long  Inlands,  and 
al  Pinliu  Hook. 

'  Governor  I'ruinbuU  replied  with  his  uxQal  [>roTnp(i)eM  and  spirit  :^"  Im- 


TO   THE    NEW    VORK    CONVENTION. 

Nxw  VoHK,  S  AnciHt,  1776, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  been  fuvortfd  with  your  letter  nf  the  6th  In- 
stant, and  am  happy  to  5n<J  the  nomination  I  made 
of  General  Clinton,  in  consequence  of  your  request 
to  appoint  an  officer  to  the  command  of  the  levies  on 
both  sides  Hudson's  River,  has  met  the  approbation 
of  your  honorable  body.  His  acquaintance  with  the 
country,  abilities,  and  zeal  for  the  cause,  arc  the 
motives  that  induced   me  to  make  choice  of   him. 


mctUatdy  upon  receipt  of  your  letter  I  nimntoned  my  Council  of  Skfetjr,  anil 
oidered  nine  K'gimenU  ol  uur  mililM  in  addittati  lii  lite  five  wcntcm  rcgimcntK, 
fourteen  in  the  whole,  to  march  without  loss  at  time  and  join  you,  untlet  the 
COnmaniJ  of  Oliver  Wolcott,  colonel  of  a  reglmeoi.  ui  theii  liriitwIicr-KeTienil. 
w1io  is  appoioievl  nn<]  coinaiiKtioned  lu  that  ofTive.  1  have  tikewb-e  propcwd, 
dial  comp«nics  of  voluntecn,  consislintf  of  able-bodied  men  not  in  ihc  militia, 
should  associate  and  march  to  your  nssi«lancr.  tindernflicerelhcy  should  choose, 
and  [  have  prumiacd  llicm  the  unie  waj^cnaiid  allowaticeof  |)ravisioni,  tliat  ihc 
Con  tine  Dial  army  irixivet.  Colonel  Wanl'*  regiment  i%  on  it^  march  tn  join 
)'0U.  I  am  far  from  irustin^  merely  in  the  juitirc  nf  nur  cau>>c.  I  conrider 
that  as  a  ju»l  ground  lu  ho[ie  for  the  smile*  of  Heaven  on  our  exeitioiit.  which 
ought  to  be  the  (•rcaic&I  in  oar  power.  These  fourlccn  rcghncnls  iwnt  on  the 
|»ir*cnl  emergency,  coiitiu  of  iuttilantial  fannem,  ivho^  hii«n»s  requires  llieir 
return,  when  the  necenity  of  their  fitrtHer  itay  m  the  army  is  over :  and  1 
donbl  not  your  allention  tlicreio,  and  that  you  will  drsmist  thcia  ill  whole,  or  in 
part,  M  toon  as  you  think  it  uifr  and  irunventenl." 

"  As  HMUiy  soldiers  iViftcharge  their  pieces  un<ter  pretence  ot  Ignorance  of 
Ccneral  Ordert,  anil  others  having  leave  to  do  wj  from  ilieii  ulTioers,  becauK 
ihey  cannot  draiv  the  chari^e :  the  General  directs,  that  Ihc  Col<ni«l  of  Ihc 
KcfpmenI,  or  rommandiiig  i^fficer,  caiue  a  daily  inspection  to  he  made  of  the 
aalc  of  Ihc  AtiHh  :  and  when  any  are  founil  tnatted  which  cannot  lie  drawn, 
they  are  to  cauKC  ^uch  men  lo  auciiible  on  the  Rcginicnlal  Parailc,  or  4omc 
other  convenient  place,  hul  at  the  same  time  vt/  :  Rclreal  Bi'aciuii,  and  llieii 
discharge  those  piece*.  No  alarm  will  (hen  be  given,  and  ihc  officers  will  nee 
there  is  no  unncccvuu^-  Itiitig  it  '*•>  Ihe  duty  of  the  Colonel,  and  the  reputation 
of  hi*  regiment  '>o  much  depends  upon  the  good  order  of  the  anoK,  thai  thc 
General  bopcv  he,  a»  well  as  every  other  ofiicer,  uml  Ihc  men,  will  pay  s  special 
attention  to  ll," — Qriirrly  Boak,  7  Augjut,  t;;fa. 


However,  I  am  led  to  conclude,  from  that  part  of 
your  letter,  which  desires  me  to  transmit  him  his  ap- 
ment,  with  the  resolution  subjecting  the  levies  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  to  his  command,  that  your 
honorable  body  entertain  ideas  of  the  matter  some- 
what diflferent  from  what  I  do,  or  ever  did. 

When  I  was  honored  with  your  letter,  of  the  1 6th 
ulto.  with  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  upon  this 
subject,  the  state  of  the  army  under  my  command 
would  not  allow  me  to  send  a  general  officer  in  the 
Continental  service  to  command  the  levies  you  then 
proposed  to  raise,  supposing  I  had  been  authorized 
to  do  it;  but  considering  myself  without  power  in 
this  instance,  and  the  levies  altogether  of  a  provincial 
nature,  to  be  raised  by  you  and  subject  to  your  di- 
rection, I  esteemed  the  nomination  of  a  general  offi- 
cer over  them,  entrusted  to  my  choice,  a  matter  of 
favor  and  compliment,  and  as  such  1  gratefully  fill  It. 
I  am  persuaded,  that  I  expressed  myself  in  this  man- 
ner to  the  gentlemen,  who  were  pleased  to  attend  me 
upon  the  occasion,  and  that  they  had  the  same  ideas. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  opinion,  all  I  expected 
was,  that  an  appointment  would  be  made  In  con- 
formity to  my  nomination,  If  there  was  no  objection 
to  the  gentleman  I  proposed,  conceiving  then,  :is  1  do 
now,  that,  If  he  was  approved  by  the  Convention,  he 
was  their  officer,  and  derived  his  appointment  and 
authority  from  them.  In  this  light  I  presume  Gen- 
eral Clinton  must  be  viewed,  and  his  powers  over  the 
levies  you  allude  to  flow  from  you.  Least  accident 
may  have  mislaid  the  letter  I  wrote  you  on  the  sub- 
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ject,  I  have  enclosed  an  extract  of  it  so  far  as  it  had 
relation  to  it  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  send  an  ex- 
perienced officer  at  this  time  to  the  post  you  mention. 
I  trust  that  Colonel  Clinton  '  will  be  equal  to  the 
command  of  both  the  Highland  fortifications.  They 
are  under  his  direction  at  present. 

In  respect  to  the  two  Commissaries,  I  thought  the 
matter  had  been  fixed — but  as  it  is  not,  I  have  re- 
quested Mr.  Trumbull,  who  has  the  charge  of  this,  to 
wait  upon  and  agree  with  the  Convention,  on  proper 
persons  to  conduct  the  business  and  In  such  a  way 
that  their  purchases  and  his  may  not  clash ;  to 
him  therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  upon  this 
subject. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  by  the  order  for  the  Tele- 
scope, I  have  obtained  it  and  will  trj*  to  employ  it 
for  the  valuable  purposes  you  designed  it. 

I  shall  pay  proper  attention  to  your  members  and 
persons  employed  in  their  sen'ice  and  give  it  in  Gen- 
eral orders  that  they  be  permitted  to  pass  our  Guards 
without  Interruption. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  cannot  but  express  my  fears, 
lest  the  Enemy's  army  so  largely  augmented  should 
possess  themselves  of  the  whole  Stock  on  Long 
Island  ;  Wlien  the  further  reinforcement  arrives, 
which  they  hourly  expect,  they  may  do  It,  without  a 
possibility  on  our  part  of  preventing  them. 

I  wish  the  Convention  may  not  see  cause  to  regret 
that  they  were  not  removed. 


'  Colonel  Jam»  Clinton,  who  uas  in  tbc  ContincnuO  icrvicc,  and  wu  pro- 
moied  lo  Ihe  rank  of  briirailtcf  the  da)'  nfter  thin  tetter  wut  vrritlen. 
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TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND   SOLDIERS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA 
ASSOCIATION.' 

HllAD-QUARTERS,    NeW  VoRK.  %  K^lgUkX.   I776. 

GliNTI.KMKN, 

I  had  fully  resolved  to  have  paid  you  a  visit  m 
New  Jersey,  if  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
some  intelligence  indicating  an  early  attack,  had  not 
induced  me  to  suspend  it  Allow  me.  therefore,  to 
address  you  in  this  mode,  as  fellow  citizens  and  fel- 
low soldiers  engaged  in  the  same  glorious  cause;  to 
represent  to  you,  that  the  fate  of  our  countr>'  de- 
pends, in  all  human  probability,  on  the  exertion  of  a 
few  weeks  ;  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
keep  up  a  respectable  force  for  that  time,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  success  will  crown  our  efforts. 
if  we  firmly  and  resolutely  determine  to  conquer  or 
to  die.  I  have  placed  so  much  confidence  in  the 
spirit  and  zeal  of  the  Associated  Troops  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  I  cannot  persuade  myself  an  impatience 
to  return  home,  or  a  less  honorable  motive  will  de- 
feat my  well-grounded  expectation,  that  they  will  do 
their  country  essential  ser\'ice,  at  this  critical  time, 
when  the  powers  of  despotism  are  all  combined 
against  it,  and  ready  to  strike  their  most  decisive 
stroke. 

If  I  could  allow  myself  to  doubt  your  spirit  and 
perseverance,  I  should  represent  the  niinous  conse- 
quences of  your  leaving  the  service,  by  setting  before 

'  MfUcta  from  PcnDiylvnnia,  who  volunteered  ig  Kcrw  till  tbc  Flying  Camp 
couM  be  cDlleetetl.  They  v\-cre  nun  ^uiioiicJ  it«u-  Eluubcihiown.  uid  b«d 
brcome  diMAlisCied  with  the  servici*.  Many  were  daily  reiitming  home  without 
orden. 
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you  the  discouragement  it  would  give  the  army,  the 
confusion  and  shame  of  our  friends,  and  the  still  more 
galling  triumph  of  our  enemies.  But  as  I  have  no 
such  doubts,  I  shall  only  thank  you  for  the  spirit  and 
ardor  you  have  shown,  in  so  readily  marching  to 
meet  the  enemy,  and  I  am  most  confident  you  will 
crown  it  by  a  glorious  perseverance.  The  honor  and 
safety  of  our  bleeding  country,  and  every  other  motive 
that  can  influence  the  brave  and  heroic  patriot,  call 
loudly  upon  us,  to  acquit  ourselves  with  spirit.  In 
short,  we  must  now  determine  to  be  enslaved  or  free. 
If  we  make  freedom  our  choice,  we  must  obtain  it  by 
the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  our  united  and  vigorous 
eflforts. 

I  salute  you,  Gentlemen,  most  affectionately,  and 
beg  leave  to  remind  you,  that  liberty,  honor,  and 
safety  are  all  at  stake ;  and  I  trust  Providence  will 
smile  upon  our  efforts,  and  establish  us  once  more, 
the  inhabitants  of  a  free  and  happy  country.  I  am. 
Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servanL 


TO  THE    rRESlDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Nkw  York,  8  Angnat.  1776. 
SiK. 

By  yesterday  morning's  post  I  was  honored  with 
your  favor  of  the  2d  Instant,  with  sundrj'  Resolutions 
of  Congress  to  which  I  shall  pay  strict  attention.  As 
the  proposition  for  employing  the  Stockbridge  In- 
dians has  been  approved,  I  have  wrote  Mr.  Edwards, 
one  of  the  Commissioners,   and  who  lives    among 


them,  requesting  him  to  engage  t*hem  or  such  as  are 
willing  to  enter  the  service.  I  have  directed  him  to 
Indulge  them  with  Hberty  to  Join  this,  or  the  North- 
ern Army,  or  both  as  their  inclination  may  lead.'  I 
wish  the  salutarj'  consequences  may  result  from  the 
regulation  respecting  seamen  taken  that  Congress 
have  in  view.  From  the  nature  of  this  kind  of  peo- 
ple, and  the  privileges  granted  on  their  entering  into 
our  service,  I  should  suppose  many  of  them  would  do 
it.     We  want  them  much. 

I  yesterday  transmitted  t!ie  Intelligence  I  received 
from  the  Deserters  from  the  Solebay  Man-of-VVar, 
The  Inclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter  by  last-night's  Post 
from  the  Honble.  Mr.  Bowdoin.  with  the  Informa- 
tion of  a  Captain  Kennedy  lately  taken  corroborating 
their  accounts  respecting  the  Hessian  Troops.  In- 
deed his  report  makes  the  fleet  and  Armament  to  be 
employed  against  us.  greater  than  what  we  have 
heard  they  would  be;  However,  there  remains  no 
doubt  of  their  being  both  large  and  formidable,  and 
such  as  will  require  our  most  vigorous  exertions  to 
oppose  them.  Persuaded  of  this,  and  knowing  how 
much  Inferior  our  Numbers  are  and  will  be  to  theirs, 
when  the  whole  of  their  troops  arrive — of  the  Im- 

'  '•  Having  Kprcstnicd  lo  Congress  the  cupcdicncy  of  cinployio£  lh«  Stock- 
bridge  Inriinn»  a^  they  are  desirous  of  il.  they  have  authonrei'l  me  to  do  It  as  you 
will  sec  by  Ihc  enclose*!  copy  of  their  retoltilion  pojAcd  the  ad.  inst.  If  Mr, 
Eilwvrdii  i>  al  the  ttcnly  you  arc  now  holding  shew  hirii  ihr  molvc  and  plei 
to  intoTTn  tiim  thnl  it  ii  my  n^ijueil  lie  ihuuJd  silupl  the  niust  expeditious  mode 
o[  raUing  ihcm.  tpving  mch  uf  them  that  choose  it,  liberty  to  join  the  norilieni, 
anil  thcite  that  prefer  coming  hcr«,  leave  to  do  it  Jn  case  they  tacHnc  to  divide. 
If  tbeydonot  Ihe  whole  m.iy  go  to  which  of  ihc  armieN  they  p!cj%c."^/l'iMA»y#/- 
/off  to  Sehuylfr,  7  August,  1 776,     Sec  Jatiritalt  of  Cangnu,  2  August,  1 776. 


portant  consequences  that  may  and  will  flow  from 
the  appeal  that  will  soon  be  made,  I  have  wrote  to 
Connecticut  and  New  Jersey  for  all  the  succor  they 
can  afford,  and  also  to  the  Convention  of  this  State. 
What  1  may  receive,  and  in  what  time  the  event 
must  determine.  But  1  would  feign  hope,  the  situa- 
tion, the  exigency  of  our  Affairs,  will  call  forth  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  and  early  assistance  of  those, 
who  are  friends  to  the  cause.  I  confess  there  is  too 
much  occasion  for  their  exertions.  I  confidently 
Trust  they  will  not  be  withheld. 

I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bow- 
doin,  respecting  the  eastern  Indians.  Congress  will 
thereby  perceive,  that  they  profess  themselves  to  be 
well  attached  to  our  interest,  and  the  summary  of  the 
measures  taken  (o  engage  them  in  our  service.  I 
have  the  treaty  at  large  between  the  honorable  Coun- 
cil of  the  Massachusetts,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  delegates  of  the  St.  John's  and  Mic- 
mac  tribes.  The  probability  of  a  copy's  being  sent 
already,  and  its  great  length,  prevent  one  coming 
herewith.  If  Congress  have  not  had  it  for\vardcd 
'em,  I  will  send  a  copy  by  the  first  opportunity,  after 
notice  that  it  has  not  been  received. 

August  gM.—By  a  report  received  from  General 
Greene  last  night,  at  sunset  and  a  little  after  about  a 
hundred  boats  were  seen  bringing  troops  from  Staten 
Island  to  the  ships,  three  of  which  had  fallen  down 
towards  the  Narrows,  having  taken  in  soldiers  from 
thirty  of  the  boats.  He  adds,  that,  by  the  best 
observations  of  several  officers,  there  appeared  to  be 
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a  general  embarkation.  I  have  wrote  to  General 
Mercer  for  two  thousand  men  from  the  Flying  Camp. 
Colonel  Smallwood's  battalion,  as  part  of  them,  I  ex- 
pect this  forenoon  ;  but  where  the  rest  are  to  come 
from,  I  know  not,  as,  by  the  General's  last  return, 
not  more  than  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  new  levies 
had  got  in. 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th  I  inclosed  a  Genl.  Return 
of  the  Array  under  my  immediate  command,  but  I 
immagine  the  following  state  will  give  Congress  a 
more  perfect  Idea,  the'  not  a  more  agreeable  one, 
of  our  situation.  For  the  Several  posts  on  New 
York.  Long  and  Governor's  Islands  and  Paulus  Hook 
we  have  fit  for  duty  10,514.  sick  present  3039 — sick 
absent  629 — On  Command  2946  ;  on  Furlow  97 — 
Total  17,225.  In  addition  to  those  wc  are  only  cer- 
tain of  Colo.  Smallwood's  Battallion  in  case  of  an 
immediate  Attack, — Our  posts  too  arc  much  divided, 
having  waters  between  many  of  them,  and  some  dis- 
tant from  others  Fifteen  miles.  These  circumstances 
sufficiently  distressing  of  themselves,  are  much  aggra- 
vated by  the  sickness  that  prevails  thro'  the  Army^ — 
Every  day,  more  or  less  are  taken  down  so  that  the 
proportion  of  men  that  may  come  in,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  a  real  and  serviceable  augmentation  in  the 
whole.  These  things  are  melancholy,  but  they  are 
never  the  less  true.  I  hope  for  better.  Under  every 
disadvantage  my  utmost  exertions  shall  be  employed 
to  bring  about  the  great  end  we  have  in  view,  and  so 
far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  professions  and  apparent 
disposition  of  my  Troops,  I  shall  have  their  support. 


The  superiority  of  the  Enemy  and  the  expected  at- 
tack, do  not  seem  to  have  depressed  their  spirits. 
Those  considerations  lead  me  to  think  that  the* 
the  appeal  may  not  terminate  so  happily  in  our 
favor  as  1  could  wish,  yet  they  will  not  succeed  in 
their  views  without  considerable  loss.  Any  advan- 
tage they  may  get,  I  trust  will  cost  them  dear. 

By  the  Reverend  Mr.  Madison  and  a  Mr.  Johnson, 
two  gentlemen  of  Virginia,  who  came  from  Staten 
Island  yesterday,  and  where  they  arrived  the  day 
before  in  the  packet  with  Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  I 
am  informed  that  nothing  material  had  taken  place  in 
England  when  they  left  it  ;  that  there  had  been  a 
change  in  the  French  ministr)',  which  many  people 
thought  foreboded  a  war ;  that  it  seemed  to  be  be- 
lieved by  many,  that  Congress  would  attempt  to  buy 
off  the  foreign  troops,  and  that  it  might  be  effected 
without  great  difficulty.  Their  accounts  from  Staten 
Island  nearly  corresponded  with  what  we  had  before. 
They  say  that  every  preparation  is  making  for  an 
attack;  that  the  force  now  upon  the  island  is  about 
fifteen  thousand  ;  that  they  appear  very  impatient  for 
the  arrival  of  the  foreign  troops,  but  a  very  small  part 
having  got  in.  Whether  they  would  attempt  any 
thing  before  they  come,  they  are  uncertain  ;  but  they 
are  sure  they  will  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  if  not  before. 
They  say,  from  what  they  could  collect  from  the  con- 
versation of  officers,  &c.,  they  mean  to  hem  us  in  by 
getting  above  us  and  cutting  off  all  communication 
with  the  country.  That  this  Is  their  plan  seems  to  be 
corroborated  and  confirmed  by  the  circumstances  of 
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some  ships  of  war  goings  out  at  different  times  within 
a  few  days  past,  and  other  vessels.  It  is  probable 
that  a  part  are  to  go  round  and  come  up  the  Sound. 
Mr.  Madison  says  Lord  Howe's  powers  were  not 
known  when  he  left  England  ;  that  General  Conway 
moved,  before  his  departure,  that  they  might  be  laid 
before  the  Commons,  and  had  his  motion  rejected  by 
a  large  majority.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'  Re»il  121I1.     Referred  to  cUc  Board  of  War. 

"  PojcBCii  idgnetl  by  iIk  Pmadent  of  the  CimvcnHon,  of  New  Vork,  arc  to  l>e 
decnicrl  auilu-nric,  SLml  noticed,  as  tudi  by  offieen  aitendin);  at  iho  fcrria. 

"  As  the  movcnietiu  of  ihcenciny,  and  tntelligencc  by  Dcscrten,  give  tlic  ut- 
miMl  reaMn  to  believe,  that  the  great  btrug^le  in  which  we  are  cobtcnding;  lot 
eveiy  tiling  rlcar  to  ii>,  and  our  povlerity,  i*  near  at  liand,— The  licncral  must 
carncniy  recommends,  Ihc  cln^irit  attention  to  Uic  Siale  of  the  mens'  arni«  am- 
mnnitiun  and  (liiils; — tlul  if  we  vhauld  be  suddenly  called  to  action,  notUng 
of  this  kind  may  Ik  to  provide,  and  h«  decs  moKi  uixiou&Jy  cxbon.  boUi  officen. 
and  tioldicn,  not  to  be  out  of  their  quancn  or  encaniprncnu.  cspedally  early  in 
tile  morning  or  npon  the  ddc  of  flooil. 

"  A  Flag  in  the  daytime  or  n  light  at  night  in  the  Port  or  Bayard's  Hill,  with 
three  gunK  from  the  same  pUcc  lircd  qtiick,  but  ditlinci,  i*  to  be  considered  a« 
a  signal  foi  the  Troop*  to  repair  to  their  Alami  i>a«la.  and  prepare  for  action, 
and  that  the  alarm  may  be  more  cfTectually  given,  the  Drims  are  immediately 
[o  beat  to  Arms,  upon  the  signal  being  given  from  Bayartlit  Hill.  Thii  order 
i«  rtni  In  be  conMderetl  as  citunlermanding  the  liring  two  gimt  at  Fort  tieorge 
a<i  formerly  ordered  ;  that  \%  alto  to  be  done  upon  an  alarm,  but  the  I'lag  will 
nut  tie  Uoisled  at  the  old  Head  Quarters  in  the  Broadway."— OntErrVf  Book,  B 
Augiii-t,  1776. 

"  The  General  exhoiis  every  man,  boih  officer  and  Midier,  to  1»  ptepared  for 
attiou,  to  have  his  arms  in  the  bent  order,  not  to  wander  from  his  ciicainpnicnt 
or  quartets,  to  rcmcmbeT  what  their  Country  espcctii  of  ihem.  what  a  few  bmvc 
men  have  lately  done  in  Smith  Carolina  ngain-t  a  pnwertiil  Pled  &  Army  :  to 
acquit  thcm^vcs  like  men,  and  the  lilesfing  o(  hcareit  on  >o  ]wA  a  cause,  we 
cannot  doubt  o(  sncccta." — Orderly  Bo«k,  tj  AngukI,  177'>. 

"  Ncccwty  nt'liges  mc  to  troiiljle  your  lloniir  with  tome  more  «Mpn  led 
persons,  who^  characlen  are  ^uuh,  a»  to  make  It  itnMile  for  iliem  to  remain  al 
their  UHual  places  of  abode  on  Long  ItJand  ;  and  there  ix  no  retreat  in  ihta 
province,  where  they  may  uoi  do  ^oiue  miK.-bief,  or  be  Icu  secure  than  nar 
aafety  rc<|niccK.  As  Ihey  nrc  a|](>rehended  on  ittitpicion,  arising  from  a  general 
line  of  i;niirtiivt  unfriendly  Id  ilio  Ainpricari  c*u-.r.  t  have  given  thein  reawin  to 
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TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 


Nkw  Vokk,  u  August.  I'ijb. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
8th  and  loth  instant,  with  their  several  inclosures. 
I  shall  pay  attention  to  the  resohition  respecting 
Lieutenant  josiah,  and  attempt  to  relieve  him  from 
his  rigorous  usage.'  Your  letters  to  such  of  the  gen- 
tlemen as  were  here  have  been  delivered.  The  rest 
will  be  sent  by  the  first  opportunity.  Since  my  last, 
of  the  8th  and  gth,  the  enemy  have  made  no  move- 
ments of  consequence.  They  remain  nearly  in  the 
same  state  ;  nor  have  we  any  further  intelligence  of 

expect  from  you  cvcrj-  tndulj^encc,  wlii^  ycut  good  judgment  will  pennil  ]n>u 
to  allow  Ihcm,  consi»lmt  with  the  public  uifct}'.  There  ore  few  of  litem,  who 
«iU  not  defray  Iheii  own  expenses  ;  and  thoM  fc^',  their  cuaipxnionii  of  better 
circiioulaiii:e»  wQt  OHtst,  if  conTcnkncc  will  admit  af  thdr  being  logelhcr  in 
the  tame  place,  which  nill  be  ■  iuving  lo  the  public.  If  ihcrc  are  any  quite 
destitute.  I  pruMirne  they  must  be  pnt  on  the  footing  with  niher  priionenin  Hke 
circumslunces.  They  expreii  a  very  earuest  desire  to  be  permitted  to  chooae 
their  own  lodging*  and  accom modal iom,  la  which  T  >kk  no  ol>)ei;l)on.  But  a> 
I  have  referred  them  entirely  lo  you,  I  do  not  chooec  to  enter  into  any  cngaj[e- 
ment,  on  thU  or  any  other  point ;  only  adding  generaUy,  iliat  I  could  wiiih  they 
might  enjoy  every  aecommodatioii  aivd  iadtilceocie,  having  respect  to  llicir  rank 
and  cducaciun,  which  may  be  deemed  eotudctent  trith  safety.  And  they  are 
given  In  undentand,  that  yoiir  humanity  and  politeness  will  mo>t  efTcctiuUy 
prevent  their  beiiig  liable  lo  any  unncceaaary  hardihipa." — H'oihingipn  lo 
C^VfTHor  Trumhull,  II   Auguvt,  1770. 

"  The  practice  o[  Scntiin  »iluni>  doivn  while  on  their  post  ic  to  diiBoldierly, 
Ihai  the  CenenI  ia  avhamed  to  we  tl  prevail  m>  much  in  ibe  aimy. — At  night 
especially,  it  is  of  the  moit  dangerous  consequence,  u,  it  occaaont  a  Sentinel's 
slecpinfF  on  hb  post,  when  oiherwiae  he  wonid  be  watchful. — The  General  re- 
quest* the  officers,  especially  (hone  of  guards  and  viiiimg  rounds,  to  caution 
tbe  soldkiii  against  it,  and  have  all  convenience*  lor  ihat  pur|K>»c  removed. 
OSGceiVUid  %uldicr«  will  be  ver^'  careful  in  case  of  damp  weather,  to  have  tlteir 
atnu  kapl  dry  and  Eit  for  action." — Qrdtriy  Book,  1 1  August,  1776. 

'  yowMalt  0/  Comgreti,  7  August,  1776.  Josiah  wajt  Krvt  lieulvnani  under 
Captain  Biddle. 


their  designs.  They  have  not  been  yet  joined  by 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  with  the  Hessian  troops. 
Colonel  Smaliwood  and  his  battalion  got  in  on  Fri- 
day ;  and  Colonel  Miles  is  also  here,  with  two  bat- 
talions more  of  Pennsylvania  riflemen. 

The  Convention  of  this  State  have  been  exerting 
themselves  to  call  forth  a  portion  of  their  militia  to 
an  encampment  forming  above  Kingsbridge,  to  re- 
main in  service  for  the  space  of  one  month  after 
their  arrival  ;  and  also  half  of  those  in  King  and 
Queen's  counties,  to  reinforce  the  troops  on  Long 
Island  tilt  the  ist  of  September,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. General  Morris  too  is  to  take  post  with  his 
brigade  on  the  Sound  and  Hudson's  river  for  ten 
days,  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  case  they  attempt  to 
land  ;  and  others  of  their  militia  are  directed  to  be 
in  readiness,  in  case  their  aid  should  be  required.' 
Upon  the  whole,  from  the  information  I  have  from 
the  Convention,  the  militia  ordered  are  now  in  mo- 


'  The  Convention  ordered,  "  thit  each  man,  who  iihaU  not  luw  anas,  &hall 
brine  *'**'' ''""  "  i^vcl.  spade,  pickaKc,  or  a  »eythc  stnighicncil  and  fixed  on 
A  pAl«."  Oni-  lifth  part  nf  the  nnlitia  from  Albany  caunly  were  also  ordered 
to  br 'traflol.  and  marrlicil  im medial dy  to  the  cnciimpmcnt  nnrlh  of  King^ 
bridge:  nnd  it  was  "  unammoiuJy  rcwU^ci,  tliat,  wlien^oer  llic  whole  of  ibc 
militia  i>I  »ny  country  khoulH  he  oMlctcd  lo  mnrcb,  tliey  should  liHng  wilb 
iheai  all  ihe  disanned  and  disaflected  male  inhabllant*,  from  uxiren  lo  fifty- 
lire  y  enn  of  *ge,  who  should  serve  a*  fatigue-men  tothc  revpcctlrc  regimcntt." 
— MS.  yoHmal  */  the  CtinttntioH,  August  loth.  On  the  same  day,  baring 
learned  ihal  the  inbabitxnts  of  Ktng'»  county,  l^ong  Inland,  did  aoi  intend  to 
oppo«c  Ihr  enemy,  ihr  Convention  appointed  a  commillee  to  go  into  that  toim. 
try,  anrl,  if  tbcy  found  them  in  lhi^  ictii|)er.  lo  diwimt  and  secure  the  diiiaf- 
fected  )ierM>n'^,  remove  ur  destroy  llie  »to«:k  of  grain,  and,  U  tbey  thould  judge 
il  ncceujry,  to  Uy  the  whole  country  wa»[c.  Tbey  were  aulhohied  to  call  on 
General  Greene,  who  commanded  in  that  <|ukrteT,  for  i«ch  uautAuce  fron  the 
Continental  Iroops  an  ihej-  ■'houirt  want, 


tion.  or  will  be  so  in  a  little  time,  and  will  amount  to 
about  three  thousand  or  more.  From  Connecticut  I 
am  not  certain  what  succors  are  coming.  By  one  or 
two  gentlemen,  who  have  come  from  thence,  I  am 
told  some  of  the  militia  were  assembling,  and,  from 
the  intelligence  they  had,  would  march  this  week. 
By  a  letter  from  Governor  Tnimbull  of  the  5th  I 
am  advised,  that  the  troops  from  that  State,  destined 
for  the  northern  army,  had  marched  for  Skenesbor- 
ough.  General  Ward  too,  by  a  letter  of  the  4th, 
informs  me  that  the  two  regiments  would  march  from 
Boston  last  week,  having  been  cleansed  and  gener- 
ally recovered  from  the  smallpox.  I  have  also  coun- 
termanded my  orders  to  Colonel  Elmore,  and  directed 
him  to  join  the  northern  army,  having  heard,  after 
my  orders  to  Connecticut  for  his  marching  hither, 
that  he  and  most  of  his  regiment  were  at  Albany  or 
within  its  vicinity.  General  Ward  mentions,  that 
the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  will  have  In 
from  two  to  three  thousand  of  their  militia  to  defend 
their  lines  and  different  posts,  in  lieu  of  the  regi- 
ments ordered  from  thence  agreeably  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve  of  this  State, 
passed  the  loth  Instant,  will  discover  the  apprehension 
they  are  under  of  the  defection  of  the  inhabitants  of 
King's  county  from  the  common  cause,  and  of  the 
measures  they  have  taken  thereupon.  1  have  directed 
General  Greene  to  give  the  Committee  such  assist- 
ance as  he  can,  and  they  may  require,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  commission  ;  though  at  the  same  time  I 


wish  the  information  the  Convention  have  received 
upon  the  subject  may  prove  groundless.  I  would  b^ 
leave  to  mention  to  Congress,  that,  in  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  Genera]  Lee.  he  mentions  the  valuable 
consequences  that  would  result  from  a  number  of 
cavalr}'  being  employed  in  the  southern  department. 
Without  them,  to  use  his  own  expressions,  he  can 
answer  for  nothing;  with  one  thousand,  he  would 
ensure  the  safety  of  those  States.  I  should  have 
done  myself  the  honor  of  submitting  this  matter  to 
Congress  before,  at  his  particular  request,  had  it  not 
escaped  my  mind.  From  his  acquaintance  with  that 
country,  and  the  nature  of  the  grounds,  I  doubt  not 
he  has  weighed  the  matter  well,  and  presume  he  has 
fully  represented  the  advantages,  that  would  arise 
from  the  establishment  of  such  a  coq>s.  All  I  mean 
is,  in  compliance  with  his  requisition,  to  mention  the 
matter,  that  such  consideration  may  be  had  upon  it, 
if  not  already  determined,  that  it  may  be  deserving 
of.'     ...     I  am,  &c.' 


'  "  An  Pttler  it  this  moment  paucd  fen-  calUng  fieneral  t.tc  from  ihe  Kxith. 
wifd,"— //«<»^(v< /#  H'ltihitigtOH,  8  Aut'itit.  177ft. 

'  Read  In  ConsrcMi,  Augiisi  i4Ck, 

"  Tbia  trill  be  hintlcl  lo  yoni  t>y  Col.  Campbell  from  the  Northern  vmy,  whom 
Ihe  loclMed  Iciicr  ami  jiracccdingii  ol  a  (.cncral  court  martial  ml]  shew  to  have 
heen  in  arrciit  anil  Irli-d  for  Mindry  maiccr*  chargeit  against  him.  At  the  court 
iiianiiil  wa»  liy  atAer  of  the  commander  in  thiit  ttepattmcnl.  the  lactt  commitlcd 
ihcrc,  the  trial  lh«TC,  1  oin  much  at  a  Ion  \o  know  why  theprocciHinga  were  rc- 
fcrrt'l  to  mr  lo  approve  or  d»appitrro.  An  my  interferiitg  in  Ihe  matter  nroulH 
cairy  much  impropriety  with  It,  and  shew  a  want  of  regard  10  the  rules  and 
prui-lk'e  in  «iich  in»iancc»,  and  a«  Colo.  Campliell  ik  going  to  Philadelphia,  I 
have  tiihtnitled  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  to  the  coniideraiion  of  Congrea*, 
for  llicir  decision  upon  the  caitc,  perfectly  convinced  that  iiach  dctemtinslion 
will  lie  had  therein  as  will  lie  ri|;hl  and  }Wt."—Wa*ii>ti;l»m  to  IMt  Prttidml  »*/ 
Cvugresi.  13  A^KUot.  iTjii. 


'7761 


GEORGE  WASHfNGTON. 


341 


TO    THE    NKW    VuKK    CONVENTION. 

IIkad^uartuis,  Nkw  Yohk,  13  Augtui,  1776. 

Genti.khen, 

As  the  time  is  certainty  near  at  hand,  and  may  be 
hourly  expected,  which  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  this 
city  and  the  issue  of  this  campaign,  I  thought  it  highly 
improper,  that  persons  of  suspected  character  should 
remain  In  places,  where  their  opportunities  of  doing 
mischief  were  much  greater,  than  in  the  enemy's 
camp.  I  therefore  have  caused  a  number  of  them  to 
be  appreliended  and  removed  to  some  distance  ;  there 
to  remain  until  this  crisis  is  passed.  Having  formerly 
mentioned  this  subject  to  your  honorable  body.  I 
would  not  again  trouble  them  in  a  business,  wliich 
former  connexions,  obligations,  and  interests  must 
make  very  unpleasant,  and  which.  1  apprehend,  must 
have  been  in  danger  of  failing  in  the  execution,  unless 
done  with  all  possible  secrecy  and  despatch.  I  post- 
poned this  most  disagreeable  duty  until  the  last  mo- 
ment; but  the  claims  of  the  army  upon  me,  and  an 
application  from  a  number  of  well  affected  inhabi- 
tants, concurring  with  my  own  opinion,  obliged  me 
to  enter  upon  it  while  time  and  circumstances  would 
admit.  I  have  ordered  a  very  strict  attention  to  be 
paid  to  the  necessities  of  the  gentlemen  apprehended, 
and  to  their  comfortable  accommodation  in  every 
respect,  both  here  and  at  the  places  of  their  destina- 
tion. I  have  also  written  to  the  Committee  of 
Queen's  county,  that  this  step  is  not  to  be  considered 
as  making  their  property  liable  to  any  injury  or  ap- 
propriation,   unless    they   should    receive   directions 


from  your  honorable  body,  to  whom  I  have  referred 
ihem  on  this  subject  ;  being  resolved  in  all  cases, 
where  the  most  absoUite  necessity  does  not  require 
it,  to  confine  myself  wholly  to  that  line,  which  shall 
exclude  every  idea  interfering  with  the  authority  of 
the  State. 

Some  of  these  gentlemen  have  expressed  doubts, 
and  raised  difficulties,  from  engagements  they  lay 
under  to  your  honorable  body,  or  to  some  commit- 
tees. They  do  not  appear  to  me  to  deserve  much 
attention,  as  they  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be 
ciiarged  with  a  breach  of  any  parole  under  their 
present  circumstances ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  removing 
the  pretence.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect 
and  regard,  &c' 

*  In  hisinMniclJon!!  tothfiComnltleeof  Queen's  eountv  he  said  : — "  The  pub- 
lic cxigcndc^  h&ving  required  my  apprehending  a  number  nf  Mispected  pcnons 
in  your  count)-,  and  M-ndiiii;  ihem  mio  another  colony  for  a  shorl  lime,  llicy  Iiarc 
enpresscl  Mjmc  apprehension*  thai  in  (heir  abiimfe  their  properly  may  lie  cx- 
pca«d  to  Injury,  and  iheir  EnmJlics  ttcprivcd  of  the  «iippoM  ihey  would  olherwiie 
derirc  fiom  ii.  I  iherefote  lieg  leave  ly  acqiuiint  you,  that  a  temponry  resinunt 
of  their  persons  is  ftll.  that  is  intended  by  the  pTcaent  measure,  and  that  it  vroitld 
give  me  much  pain,  if  tl  should  be  coniiinied  la  extend  to  any  depredatioa  at 
property  :  thai  mailer  netiting  enliiely  with  the  jntiadlction  nf  the  civil  authority 
of  the  province," 

At  ihe  Mune  time  he  (p>ve  notice  to  the  Comenlion  of  New  Jemey,  that  many 
inspected  peTswn'i  from  different  parts  ol  that  province  were  remtmng  to  (he 
iicighbortio'-'d  of  Monmouth,  evidently  wiih  the  dwign  of  being  near  and  aiding 
Ihe  enemy,  and  re:]uested  ihe  Convention  to  inkc  immediate  and  efTedual  meas- 
sures  to  »curo  such  persona,  and  prerenl  than  from  doing  the  mischief  they 
contemplated. 

"  Ai  there  i^  reason  to  believe,  thai  but  little  lime  will  elaptc  before  the 
enemy  make  their  attack,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  lu  remove  all  Ihe  papers 
in  my  hand?,  tctpecling  the  afluirt.  of  ihc  Staler,  from  thiv  place.  I  hope  the 
event  will  show  ihc  precnution  was  unncce&'Ar)'  :  hiu  )>ci  prudence  required  that 
it  shonM  be  done,  lest  by  any  aeci<lent  they  mighl  fall  inlo  their  hand*.     They 
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TO    MAJOK-CKNERAL   GATES. 

N«w  YonK,  14  Auxnxl,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  yesterday  morning  received  your  letter  by  Bennet, 
tlie  express,  and  atn  exlremely  sorrj'  to  find,  that  the 
army  Is  still  In  a  sickly  and  melancholy  state.  The 
precaution  taken  to  halt  the  reinforcements  at  Skenes- 

■Itlll  contained  in  a  lug«  liox,  iiailc*l  up.  ami  cuinmitlcd  to  ihe  care  af  Licu> 
(cnsnt-Coloncl  Rccd.  brother  uf  the  ailjuUmt^Keuernt.  tu  be  (lelivereil  to  Con- 
gran,  in  wh<»e  cuitudy  I  wuuM  licg  l«ave  lo  clepnait  ihcm  uritil  ont  nflnirs  shaU 
be  K>  i.ircBnit>t3tii;«l  at.  tw  admit  of  iJieir  mum.  The  ci>eiiiy,  sinee  my  letter  of 
y«sterd«]r,  have  reccivcil  a  riinlierau;^'nieniaii<nn  of  tiiitiy-ux  shi|>s  to  their  llecl, 
miking  ihc  whole  tlial  have  arrived  since  ynierdfty  raoming  ninety-six. 

"  P.  S.  I  would  nliscrve  that  I  luve  «enl  ofF  (lie  1ki«  privately  thai  it  mighl 
r«i»e  no  (iiuigrecahle  Ideas  &  have  ■.■njnincd  Colo,  Kccd  to  secrecy,"^  ^it/itrrMf. 
$91*  fo  Iht  PrfiiiifHt  of  Cfngirix,  13  AuKU*t.  1776. 

"  The  Eticiny'i'  whule  eiirurtement  ts  now  nrrived,  sio  [hat  on  attat'k  IUu^t  aoii 
will  uoa  be  made  ;  the  Concrft)  thcTcforc  again  repeau  hht  earnest  request,  thai 
every  oflficet  and  woldlerwill  hnve  his  arm*  and  A  mm  11  nil  ion  in  good  order,  keep 
within  their  i|uarieri  am!  cncnmpment,  a*  much  o»  poswblc  ;  lie  ready  for  action 
ni  a  moinenl'iicall  ;  anil  when  callcittn  il  rcmembci  thai  t.ibrri}.  l'ro|ieily,  Life 
and  Honor,  atr  all  at  '^lake  :  thni  upon  iheir  couraj^and  coiiducl  res{  thehoiies 
uT  their  bleeding  and  iiiMiUed  Country;  that  their  Wives.  Children,  and  Pa- 
rents, rapcci  safety  from  them  only.  an<l  that  we  have  every  rcxHon  to  expect. 
Heaven  will  trown  wilh  >uecea.\  so  jiwt  b  vau-s*.  The  enemy  will  endeavor  to 
ratitnidaic  by  -Attw  and  apiwurnncc,  but  rcmcnilicr  how  ihcy  have  Itcen.  re* 
pulsed,  on  various  otcaijon..,  by  a  lew  luave  American'' ;  Their  cau«e  'w  bad, 
lh«ir  men  ore  codinHoiik  of  it,  and  if  oppaitecE  wilh  linnnnsK  and  coolnew,  at 
ilicir  fir«t  onset,  with  our  advanti^^e  of  Workt,  and  knowledge  of  the  Ground, 
Victory  is  most  iu»ured!y  uur^  Every  f;ood  ttddier  will  be  silent  and  ;itlentive, 
wail  for  orders  and  reserve  hii>  fire,  'til  he  is  sure  of  doing  execution.  The  of)i> 
c«rs  to  be  particularly  careful  of  thi^.  The  Co)onel>i,  or  commanding  officers  of 
Rcgimenis  are  in  «e«  theiT  supiimnmcrnry  oHitern  xi  (tOHlrd  ns  lo  keep  the  men 
to  their  duty  ;  and  it  may  not  be  iinu<i>  for  (he  troops  lu  know,  that  if  any  in* 
(amouK  RaiL*»),  in  time  of  adion  khalt  aliempt  la  %ku1k,  hide  him»clf  or  relical 
from  the  rncmv  wiihoul  ordcr«  o(  hi<  commanding  nflii'cr,  he  will  insinnlly  he 
shot  down  n«  an  example  of  Cowardice.  On  the  other  band  the  (Jenenil  «u1- 
ctnnty  prDmiscs,  tltal  he  will  reward  tboxe  who  shaJI  dintinguiKh  ihcm>clve»,  by 
brave  ami  nolde  action > ;  and  he  dcMrei  every  officer  to  be  attentive  to  lhi>  |Jar- 
ticalar,  that  tmch  men  may  br  nflerwaoU  miilably  noticwl,"— iVYi-r/v  Hn,'k.  13 
AiigBU,  1776. 
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■  borougfh,  which  are  destined  for  your  succor,  is  cer- 
tainly prudent.  They  should  not  be  exposed  or  made 
liable  to  the  calamities  already  too  prevailing,  unless 
in  cases  of  extreme  necessity.  Dr.  Stringer  has  been 
here,  with  Dr.  Morgan,  and  is  now  at  Philadelphia.  I 
trust  he  will  obtain  some  necessary  supplies  of  medi- 
cines, which  will  enable  him,  under  the  smiles  of 
Providence,  to  relieve  your  distresses  in  some  degree. 
By  a  letter  from  General  Ward,  two  regiments, 
Whitcomb's  and  Phinny's,  were  to  march  to  your  aid 
last  week.  They  have  happily  had  the  small-pox, 
and  will  not  be  subject  to  the  fatal  consequences  at- 
tending thai  disorder.  I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  the 
vessels  for  the  Lakes  are  going  on  with  such  industry. 
Maintaining  the  superiority  over  the  water  is  certainly 
of  infinite  importance.  I  trust  neither  courage  nor 
activity  will  be  wanting  in  these,  to  whom  the  busi- 
ness is  committed.  If  assigned  to  General  Arnold, 
none  will  doubt  of  his  exertions. 
y  In  answer  to  those  parts  of  your  letter,  which  so 
highly  resent  the  conduct  of  the  general  officers  here, 
/  I  would  observe,  Sir,  that  you  are  under  a  mistake, 
\  when  you  suppose  a  council  of  officers  had  sat  upon 
V  those,  who  composed  the  board  at  Crown  Point. 
When  intelligence  was  first  brought,  that  the  post 
was  evacuated,  it  spread  a  general  alarm,  and  occa- 
sioned much  anxiety,  to  all  who  heard  it,  as  it  was 
almost  universally  believed,  that  it  was  a  post  of  the 
hist  importance,  and  the  only  one  to  give  us,  in  con- 
junction with  our  naval  force,  a  superiority  over  the 
Lake,  and  for  preventing  the  enemy's  penetrating 
into  this  and  the  eastern  governments.     As  this  mat- 


ter  was  occasionally  mentioned,  the  general  officers, 
some  from  their  own  knowledge,  and  others  from  the 
opinion  they  had  formed,  expressed  themselves  to 
that  tffect,  as  did  all  I  heard  speak  upon  the  subject. 
Added  to  this,  the  remonstrance  of  the  officers,  trans- 
mitted by  General  Schuyler  at  the  same  time  the 
account  was  brought,  did  not  contribute  a  little  to 
authorize  the  opinion  which  was  generally  enter- 
tained. They  surely  seemed  to  have  some  reasons 
in  their  support,  though  it  was  not  meant  to  give  the 
least  encouragement  or  sanction  to  proceedings  of 
such  a  nature.  Upon  the  whole,  no  event  that  I 
have  been  informed  of  for  a  long  time,  produced  a 
more  general  chagrin  and  consternation.  But  yet 
there  was  no  council  called  upon  the  occasion,  nor 
court  of  inquiry,  nor  court-martial,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested by  some.  I  will  not  take  up  more  time  upon 
the  subject,  nor  make  it  a  matter  of  further  discus- 
sion, not  doubting  but  those,  who  determined  that 
the  post  ought  to  be  abandoned,  conceived  it  would 
promote  tht;  interest  of  the  great  cause  we  arcu 
engaged  in,  the  others  have  differed  from  them.  By 
the  by.  I  wish  your  description  perfectly  corresponded 
with  the  real  circumstances  of  this  army.  You  will 
have  heard  before  this  comes  to  hand,  most  probably 
of  the  arrival  of  Clinton  and  his  army  from  the  south- 
ward. They  are  now  at  Scatcn  Island,  as  are  the 
whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  the  Hessian  and  foreign 
troops.  Since  Monday,  ninety-six  ships  came  in, 
which  we  are  informed  is  the  last  division  of  Howe's 
fleet,  which  touched  at  Halifax,  and  by  a  deserter  are 
not  to  land  their  troops.     We  are  in  daily  expccta* 


J46 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


1776 


tion,  that  they  will  make  their  attack,  all  their  move- 
ments, and  the  advices  we  have,  indicating  that  they 
are  on  the  point  of  it.     I  am^dear  Sir,  &c.' 

'  "  I  take  ihe  liherly  of  inenlianin|>  thai  Culu.  Vamuin  »/  khude  Uland  hnt 
been  with  me  tl)le  niominji;  10  resign  liU  conimiuion.  cuncvivini;  himself  to  bi: 
gnutly  injured  in  nut  bnving been  notSc«d  in  ilie  laip  anangenientiind  t>romutton 
of  General  ofHccrs.  I  remonstnlcd  &gain>ii  the  impropriety  of  ihc  meaiiure  at  (his 
time  and  he  hm  cnnMented  to  stay  rill  affairs  wear  a  difTerenl  upect  than  what 
tbcydoBt  present." — Waihitigton  lafin  PrttiiUntej  Congrtu,  14  Au|[uM,  1776. 

*'  In  cove  of  alarni  the  men  art.-  immediately  lo  re|wir  to  ihcir  tiHua}  giarade, 
where  the  roll  i^  to  1m;  called,  and  then  march,  join  in  Hallnlion  and  inarch  to 
tlieir  respective  alarm  posts —  Absentees  w  ill  he  con«ilere<l  av  Cowards,  and 
Irmted  va  such, 

"The  tiencral  flatten  himself,  that  every  mait'ti  mind  and  arms,  are  now 
prepared  (or  the  glorioiia  cnnte«t  upon  whieh  so  much  depends.  The  time  i» 
loo  preciou*  noT  docs  the  General  think  it  iiec"es*JiTy  to  upend  it  in  exhurtiny  hi* 
brave  Cotiiilrvjnen  and  fellow  Soldier,  to  behave  like  men.  ti|:htinK  (or  evcry- 
ihinc  that  can  be  dear  lo  Freemen^  We  must  resolve  to  conquer  or  die  :  with 
this  resolution,  and  the  blcs^int[  of  Heaven,  Victory  and  Success,  certainly  will 
nICend  K.%:  There  \vill  then  be  a  glorious  Inue  to  thiM  Campaign,  and  rhe  (ien* 
enJ  will  reward  his  brave  Fellow  Soldicrii  wirh  cverj-  Indulgence  in  hi>  power." 
^Ordttiy  Hoot,  14  Aiiguil,  1776. 

"  As  the  sitn.ilinn  of  ihe  two  armies  must  engage  the  aiteiilion  of  Cougro*. 
and  lend  them  lu  eitpeci  thai  each  returninf>  day  will  produce  wme  important 
events,  thiit  is  meant  v>  in(orm  them,  that  nothing  of  moment  has  yet  coat  up. 
In  the  evening  of  yesterday  tlieie  were  great  movcmenU  among  their  boats  and 
from  the  number  that  appeared  to  he  poming  and  ^cp«^^in|g  about  the  narrows, 
ive  were  induce<l  to  believe  Ihcy  inlciidcd  to  laud  a  pail  of  their  fone  upon 
I-ong  Island,  but  havinj;  no  rejHirt  (rum  {general  Cireene,  1  prriiume  ihcy  have 
not  done  it." — IVaihiit^lfM  ta  tir  t'rf'^deft  of  Cvit^tii,  15  .'Vujjvst,  1776, 

"  I  bet:  leave  10  inform  you  (luii  since  I  had  Ihe  plesiMire  of  addressing  yuu 
yesterday,  nothing  interesting  between  Ihe  two  armies  has  happened.  Thtni;^ 
remain  neatly  in  the  same  liilnaiion  as  ihcy  were. 

"  It  i«  vriih  peculiar  regret  and  concern  that  I  have  an  opportunity  of  men* 
boning  to  Congress  Ihc  sickly  condition  of  our  troops.  In  some  tcgimcnlo 
there  are  not  any  of  the  field  olEccn  capable  of  doing  duty.  In  other*,  the 
duty  extremely  diilicult  for  want  of  a  noffidenl  number.  1  have  been  obligcil 
to  nominate  some  'till  Congress  transmit  the  appointments  of  those  they  wish 
tosucuced  to  the  >«veral  vacaiiciek,  occiuioned  by  the  late  promotion^.  This 
being  ■  matter  of  some  consequence  I  presuinc  will  have  their  early  attention, 
and  that  they  will  till  up  ihc  several  vacaiR'iu  also  menlinned  in  the  \\i.\  I  ha*) 
the  honor  of  tranunitting  ■omc  (ewdaysago  lo  the  Hoard  of  ^»x,"—Wathii»g. 
lf$$  t^  thr  PrttuifMl  a/ Oingrfix,  16  August,  I7J6. 
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TO  THK  NEW    YORK    CONVENTION. 


Hkad-Qi'AHTEhs.  Nkw  Vouk.  17  Augun.  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

When  !  consider,  that  the  city  of  New  York  will 
in  all  human  probability  very  <»oon  be  the  scene  of  a 
bloody  conflict,  I  cannot  but  view  the  great  numbers 
of  women,  children,  and  infirm  persons  remaining  in 
it,  with  the  most  melancholy  concern.  When  the 
men-of-war  passed  up  the  river,  the  shrieks  and  cries 
of  these  poor  creatures  running  every  way  with  their 
children,  were  truly  distressing,  and  I  fear  they  will 
have  an  unhappy  effect  on  the  ears  and  minds  of  our 
young  and  inexperienced  soldiery.  Can  no  method 
be  devised  for  their  removal  ?  Many  doubtless  are 
of  ability  to  remove  themselves,  but  there  are  others 
in  a  different  situation.  Some  provision  for  them 
afterwards  would  also  be  a  necessary  consideration. 
It  would  relieve  me  from  great  anxiety,  if  your  hon- 
orable body  would  immediately  deliberate  upon  it. 
and  form  and  execute  some  plan  for  their  removal 
and  relief ;  in  which  I  will  cooperate  and  assist  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  recommend  to  persons,  of  the 
above  description,  to  convey  themselves  without  delay 
to  some  place  of  safety,  with  their  most  valuable 
effects.'     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'  A  eommittee  wu  m^ointrd  by  the  Con«-cii(i<m  confonaably  to  thb  niggei- 
tion,  and  empowered  to  remove  such  persons  us  they  shonid  think  proper,  and 
to  aSawA  the  iteccvAary  assiuance  and  tupporl  10  Ihme  in  iniiifrenr  dream- 
«anM*.  A  prrtcUinalinn  was  likewi»e  UmiciI  bj  ihe  Commanclcr-in-thipf. 
recommrnding  thi«  removul  M>  the  inbat)ii«Hl5,  and  lequttini;  olficer^  and  <ioU 
diers  of  the  armj-  to  nffqrd  their  aiil.     The  Convctiliun  likewjw  reqnextcd  the 


TO   THK    RIGHT    HONORABLE    LORD    HOWE. 

UiAP-Qv'AiiXBS,  Niw  Vi>iUL,  tjAaput,  1776. 
Mv    LoRtJ, 

Being  authorized  by  Congress,  as  their  command- 
ers in  every  department  are,  to  negotiate  an  exchange 
of  prisoners,  and  presuming,  as  well  from  the  nature 
of  your  Lordship's  command,  as  the  information  that 
General  Howe  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with, 
that  the  exchange  in  the  naval  line  will  be  subject  to 
your  Lordship's  directions,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  the 
following  mode  of  exchange  for  your  Lordship's  con- 
sideration, namely.  "  Officers  for  those  of  equal  rank, 
and  sailors  for  sailors."  If  this  proposal  should  be 
agreeable  to  your  Lordship,  1  am  charged  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  to  exchange  any  officer  belonging  to 
the  British  navy  in  our  hands,  and  of  equal  rank,  for 

|[cticial  cu-tiimiltcc  uf  N«w  York  (o  ginc  their  aitM*l»npe  in  cRecting  the  mnoval 
in  the  moM  humane  and  rxpcditiotik  manner  po»<<ihle. 

*•  In  iny  Leller  o(  jrcrtcrday  I  forgot  10  menlion  the  Arrival  of  Lord  l>uu- 
more  Ikk.  Hy  ihe  eiatiiiiutiion  of  a  Captn.  Hunlei  who  ewaped  fium  the 
Enemy  and  cunc  lo  Amboy  on  the  i4tfa  trnmmiunl  mc  by  Ctal.  Robcrdcan.  I 
am  certainly  Infonncd  hi<<  Lardshtp  arrived  an  the  i^th.  The  Esaininaiion 
doe*  n»l  My  any  thing  about  the  Ship*  he  brought  with  hlni.  Il  only  extendi 
to  hi>  h*uicc  which  it  mciilioiit  tu  he  weak. 

"  I  liefurc  now  expected  the  Fneniy  would  have  made  ihcir  a.ttiiL-k— nor  can 
I  accDiini  (t^r  ihrir  deferring  il.  unle<^«  ihc  IiHelligence  given  bj  Cflptn.  Hunln 
and  atiothei  person,  who  e^cnpcd  alioui  the  same  time,  u>  the  caiue,  to  wlt^ 
thai  they  arc  waitlnj;  the  arn'vnl  oi  another  divixion  uf  ihc  Hessian  Troop* 
which  [hey  say  is  Mill  out.  Whether  thai  is  the  reason  of  the  dc-lay  I  cannoi 
undertalie  to  determine,  hul  1  should  iiippow  things  vrill  not  long  lemain  In 
their  proent  xtale.     .     . 

"  I  am  jiutl  now  adviied  by  Mr.  Aire*  who  c&me  fruin  FhtladclphJa  tu  build 
(he  Row  Onllin,  Thai.  Two  of  our  Fire  Vetaeli  attonpled  last  night  lo  bum 
the  Knemie^  ShipK  Sc  I'cnilct^  up  the  River— he  says  Ihnl  they  burnt  one  Ten- 
der, ,ind  one  uf  iliem  boarded  the  Phenix  and  vtat  grapled  wllh  her  for  neat 
Ten  Minuic4.  but  she  cleared  herself— We  lo«t  both  of  the  vessels.  Ifisacfouni 
il  not  M  particular,  aa  I  could  wish,  however,  I  am  certain  the  attempt  has  not 
Succeeded  lo  onr  wishes— En  a  Little  tiitie  it  i«  probable  the  Matter  will  he  more 
minutely  reported."^  rt'lo/im^'ilsn  to  Iht  I'rtiiiitHt  of  Citterns ,  17  Augtitt,  1776. 
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Lieutenant  JosJah,  who  was  lately  made  prisoner  in  a 
ship  retaken  by  the  Cerberus  frigate.  The  reason, 
my  Lord,  of  my  being  charged  to  propose  the  exchange 
of  Lieutenant  j  osiah,  in  preference  to  that  of  any  other 
officer,  is,  that  authentic  intelligence  has  been  received, 
that,  regardless  of  his  rank  as  an  officer,  he  has  not  only 
been  subjected  to  the  duties  of  a  common  seaman,  but 
has  experienced  many  other  marks  of  indignity. 

As  a  different  line  of  conduct,  my  Lord,  has  ever 
been  obscn^ed  towards  the  officers  of  your  navy,  who 
have  fallen  into  our  hands,  it  becomes  not  only  a 
matter  of  right,  but  of  duty,  to  mention  this  to  your 
Lordship,  to  the  end  that  an  inquiry  may  be  made 
into  the  case  above  referred  to.  From  your  Lord- 
ship's character  for  humanity,  I  am  led  to  presume, 
that  the  hardships  imposed  on  Lieutenant  Josiah  are 
without  either  your  knowledge  or  concurrence,  and 
therefore  most  readily  hope,  that,  upon  this  repre- 
sentation, your  Lordship  will  enjoin  all  officers  under 
your  command  to  pay  such  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  those,  who  may  fall  into  their  hands,  as  their  dif- 
ferent ranks  and  situations  require,  and  such  as  your 
Lordship  would  wish  to  see  continued  by  us  to  those, 
who  are  already  in  our  power,  or  who  may  hereafter, 
by  the  chance  of  war,  be  subjected  to  it.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord,  with  great  respect,  your 
Lordship's  most  obedient  servant' 

'  In  hit  reply,  dalol  AukuxI  I7II1,  I^onl  liowc,  toncorrhlg  ill  llw  pnporitioD 
for  an  exchange  of  pnnoners,  added  ,  "  Principles  and  conduct  form  the  irwe 
dltlinctions  of  rank  Bnione<.t  Tn«n  :  yd,  wiiboui  ccmipetenl  habit  ir  [he manners 
cl  the  wufld,  they  are  liable  in  meci  with  mmcritAd  disregard.  But  insults  and 
indignities  lA  pcrvmsnf  whatcverTtink.  who  are  become  panleft  in  the«c  unhappy 
disptilCH.  cannot  be  juMided,  and  are.  T  perMinde  my^df,  as  much  disapproved 
i)(  hj-  cvcrr  ofi'ucr  under  my  entnmand,  a»  they  can  never  ccnictobc  by  me." 


TO    LORD    URUMHOND.' 

New  York,  17  Aupist,  1776. 

My  Lord. 

I  have  your  Lordship's  favor  of  this  day,  accom- 
panied by  papers  on  subjects  of  the  greatest  moment, 
and  deserving  the  most  deliberate  consideration.  I 
can  allow  much,  of  your  Lordship's  well-meant  zeal 
on  such  an  occasion,  but  I  fear  it  has  transported  you 
beyond  that  attention  to  your  parole,  which  compre- 
hends the  character  of  a  man  of  strict  honor.  How 
your  Lordship  can  reconcile  your  past  or  present 
conduct  with  your  engagement,  so  as  to  satisfy  your 
own  mind,  I  must  submit  to  your  own  feelings  :  but  I 
find  myself  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  ob- 
jecting to  the  mode  of  negotiation  proposed,  while 
your  Lordship's  conduct  appears  so  exceptionable. 
I  shall,  by  express,  forward  to  Congress  your  Lord- 
ship's letter  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it. 
The  result  will  be  communicated  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  sorry  to  have  detained  your  Lordship  so  long, 
but  the  unavoidable  necessit)*  must  be  my  apology. 
I  am,  my  Lord,  &c** 

'  For  variuu*  particulnrs  respecting  Lord  Drummond,  s«e  vol.  IlL,  p.  4*0. 

*"  They  will  observe  my  nnswcr  to  Lord  Dnimmonfi.wbo  I  &in  prctly  conlidcnt 
hit-t  not  attended  lA  the  Te^n^  nf  hi%  parole,  bul  hiLi  violated  11  in  •■cvenil  In- 
tUDcc».  1 1  it  with  the  rest  or  Che  papers,  but  if  my  Memory  serves  mc  he  wa» 
not  to  hold  any  coiTCkpondcnvc  directly  or  indireclly  with  llio»c  ia  arrni,  agaiokl 
UK,  or  In  go  into  any  port  or  harbi>r  in  America  where  ihe  Eitemy  lhein>elve>. 
were  or  had  n  Fleet  or  to  gp  on  board  ihcir  Ships, 

"  Tile  laie  (.-oiidui:!  of  Lord  Dmminond  ii  0.1  exiraordiiinry  m  hi»  motivci. 
are  dork  and  iii)-ilcHous.  To  judge  the  tnosi  favorably  of  hit  inlcntioDs  i) 
would  »ecm,  lliAt  iin  overweening  vanity  ha>  betrayed  him  iulo  a  triniinal 
breach  of  honor.  But  n-hcthcr  hii  vicwx  were  upnghi.  or  intended  only  to  mis- 
lead and  deceive,  cannot  at  prescni  he  a  maticr  of  any  imporlaitce.  In  ibe 
mean  lime,  I  ba\'e  ilie  pieojiure  lo  ucquaint  you,  that  Congrets  highly  approve 
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TO    GOVERNOR    TRUMBULI„ 

Nrw  York,  i8  AueusI,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  yoiir  favor  of  the 
13th  instant;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  I  think  you 
and  your  honorable  Council  of  Safety  highly  deserv- 
ing of  the  thanks  of  the  States,  for  the  measures  you 
have  adopted  in  order  to  give  the  most  early  and 
speedy  succor  to  this  army,  give  me  leave  to  return 
you  mine  in  a  particular  manner.     When  the  whole 

the  nunnet  in  which  you  htve  checked  ihc  offidoiu  and  inlcmpcntc  ictl  of  his 
Lontihtp.  Whether  hit  tlinJgnt  were  hostile  or  frieDdly,  he  equally  meriterf  Ihe 
reproof  yoM  ([«ve  him,  ■nil  I  hope  for  the  future  he  will  be  convinced,  that  ii  it 
highly  impriKlcnl  to  altnct  the  atlention  of  the  public  to  a  chaiacier,  whidi 
will  only  pass  without  censure  when  it  pa-sscs  witb&ui  noitcc. 

"The  CongrcM.  having  corv^dcred  the  matter  thoroughly,  are  of  opinion  to 
decline  taking  any  public  or  furihci  notice  of  hi&  [^rdship.  or  his  letters,  and 
puticubriy  bji  >gu  liavc  »o  (ully  expmfte<t  ihcit  sentiments  on  ihc  subject  in 
youi  letter  to  him. — //aHt0tt  iv  tVaihitgUm,  04  Au):iisi,  1776. 

Thu»  ended  IaihI  Druininoncl'ii  proposals  to  act  (he  part  of  a  net;oiiaior. 
He  atlctnpicd  to  vindicate  biniMlf  from  the  charge  of  having  broken  hii  parole, 
and  to  expUin  his  conduct,  hut  without  aucccsis.  The  facb,  in  the  out  were 
too  obvious  and  indisputable  to  be  cktenuatcd  by  any  testimony  he  prmiticed, 
or  by  the  mere  uiMilian  of  honoralilc  motives  When  General  Lee  was  a 
prisoBer  in  New  Voik  the  Mimmet  rollowing,  he  became  ac)|iuiinted  wil)i  Lord 
Dnunmoad.  and  was  prevailed  upon  by  him  to  solicit  from  Washington  a  re- 
examination of  ilic  aSait,  stating  that  hit;  I.urd»hip  felt  wounded  nt  the  tieai- 
meat  he  had  received,  and  exprciisiRg  a  conviction  of  his  inni>ccnce.  Waxhing- 
ton  replied  with  hi^  u&unl  himncM.  that  he  had  thoroughly  investigated  ibe 
wbject  at  Ihc  tittvc.  that  he  had  no  diapoaitioii  t»  injure  l^rct  Drummund.  that 
the  impression  Ictt  on  hit  mind  Ma<i  deep  and  decided,  nnil  that  no  ciicum> 
•■tnncex  hail  since  cuuic  to  light,  which  tended  to  alter  hii  opiiiiou.     S^rij, 

"  I  do  myself  Uic  honor  to  trannnil  the  enclosed  letter  from  Major  French, 
and  ai  the  same  time  to  inform  you.  that  his  eicbange  for  Major  Meigs,  whose 
parole  I  ant  advised  you  have,  will  meet  my  approhniion.  I  would  take  the 
liberty  also  to  propose  an  ekchangc  of  any  Okpiain  you  may  choose  for  Captain 
Dearborn,  who<e  parole  I  have  heard  wi*  delivered  to  you  with  Major  Meigs's. 
Give  me  leave  10  assure  you.  Sir,  that  I  feel  myself  greatly  obliged  by  the  polite 
oonchii^ion  of  your  letter  of  the  Isl  iniiant,  and  have  a  high  scnoe  ol  the  honor 
aad  natisfamion  I  should  have  received  from  your  pcnonal  acquaintance.     The 


of  the  reinforcements  arrive,  I  flatter  myself  we  shall 
be  competent  to  every  exigency,  and,  with  the  smiles 
of  Providence  upon  our  arms  and  vigorous  exertions, 
we  shall  baffle  the  designs  of  our  inveterate  foes, 
formidable  as  they  are„  Our  situation  was  truly 
alarming  a  little  while  since ;  but,  by  the  kind  inter- 
position and  aid  of  our  friends,  it  is  now  much  belter. 
You  may  rest  assured.  Sir,  that  due  consideration 
shall  be  had  to  the  several  militia  regiments  that  have 
come,  and  are  marching  to  our  assistance,  and  that 

different  sUle  of  the  c;olnTii«.s  (rnm  whAl  it  was  lul  war,  and  which  has  depmed 
Hie  of  that  happincw,  cannot  be  rc{(rotted  hy  Any  one  more.  Sir,  Ihftn  by  your 
Diwi  obedient  humble  -servant." — IVmhingtrm  le  lAentenanl  Gmrrai  tfawr, 
17  Augusl,  1776. 

"The  (Icncru!  being  informed,  to  his  great  surpriM,  that  a  report  prcrailb 
and  i^  inriii«triotitily-'<pread  lar  and  wide,  that  I^rd  Howe  hiu  made  propo«i- 
lioDf  of  peace.  CAlculalcd  hy  designing  pcrwni>  probably  to  lull  us  into  n  falal 
Kecriirily  ;  hii  duly  nhlige-i  hiiti  lo  declare,  tlinl  nn  xuch  ufler  hsh  been  made  hy 
Loul  Howl*,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  from  Ihc  best  tnielliijein'e  he  can  procure, 
the  Rxiny  may  expecl  an  attack,  n^  MX>n  ai.  the  wind  and  tide  ^hall  prove  favora- 
ble. He  hopes,  therefore,  thai  every  man's  mind  and  anns  will  be  prepared 
for  action,  and,  u-ben  called  to  it,  »how  our  enemies  and  the  whole  world,  that 
freemen  contending  on  iheir  own  land  are  unpcrtor  to  any  mercenaries  on 
earth." — Ordttty  Beak,  Aiiji^sl  aolli, 

"The  Reviltitton  they  have  entered  into  renpecting  the  Foreign  Troop*,  ! 
am  persuaded  would  produce  Sahilary  Effecis,  if  it  can  be  properly  circulated 
among  them.  I  fear  ii  will  be  a  matter  of  diliFlculty — However,  I  will  lahe 
every  Measure  Ihal  »hal1  appear  probable  to  facilitate  the  End.     .     .    . 

"  I  am  exceedingly  at  a  loss  to  know  the  motives  and  causes  Inducing  a  pro> 
ceeding  of  uich  a  nature  at  this  Time  and  why  I.nr<l  Howe  ha»  not  altempled 
aomc  plan  of  negotiation  before,  at  be  kcidi  >o  desirous  of  it.  If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  conjecture  and  gucta  at  the  cause,  it  may  be  thai  pari  of  the  Hea- 
sians  have  not  arrived  as  metilioncd  in  the  examination  transmitted  Vestctday  ; 
or  that  Cenl.  Burgoync  ha!>  not  made  siuch  progreu.  as  was  expected,  to  form  a 
junction  of  ihcir  Two  Armi» :  or,  what  I  think  equally  probable,  they  mean 
to  procrastinate  their  opciaiions  for  some  Time,  Tnwiing  that  the  Militias 
which  hnk-e  come  In  out  Succor,  will  >onn  Itecnmc  tired  and  rclurn  home,  as  i» 
bnt  loo  uHual  with  tbrm.  ■^ongrcs!'  will  make  their  ob^e^vationK  upon  ihe&e 
MTcral  MntlCTi  and  favor  me  with  the  Result  a»  won  a*  they  have  done."— 
Waihinj^en  &■  tkt  President  of  Cengrffi,  18  AugUfit,  1776. 


they  shall  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
admit  of  it.  I  Crust,  so  long  as  there  is  occasion  for 
their  services,  that  the  same  spirit  and  commendable 
zeal,  which  induced  them  to  come,  will  induce  their 
continuance.  I  sincerely  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
to  ascertain  the  particular  period  when  they  would  be 
needed,  that  they  may  not  be  detained  one  unneces- 
sary momenl  from  their  homes  and  common  pursuits. 
But,  as  this  cannot  be  done,  as  the  approaching  con- 
test and  trial  between  the  two  armies  will,  most  un- 
questionably, produce  events  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  States,  as  the  issue,  if  favorable,  will  put  us  on 
such  a  footing,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the  utmost  malice 
of  the  British  nation,  and  those  in  alliance  with  her, 
I  have  not  a  doubt  but  they  will  most  readily  consent 
to  stay,  and  cheerfully  undergo  every  present  and 
temporary  inconvenience,  so  long  as  they  are  neces- 
sary, 

I  am  happy  Captain  Van  Buren  has  succeeded  so 
well  in  the  business  he  was  upon,  it  being  of  great 
consequence  for  us  to  fit  out  and  maintain  our  vessels 
on  the  Lakes.'  On  the  night  of  the  i6th,  two  of  our 
fire-vessels  attempted  to  burn  the  ships  of  war  up  the 
river.  One  of  them  boarded  the  Phrenix  of  forty- 
four  guns,  and  was  grappled  with  her  for  some  min- 
utes, but  unluckily  she  cleared  herself.  The  only 
damage  the  enemy  sustained  was  the  destruction  of 
one  tender.  It  Is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  our  peo- 
ple, engaged  in  this  affair,  behaved  with  great  resolu- 

'  CftpUin  Van  Burcn  hiiH  hccrt  kcdI  dnam  In  Connecticut  and  Rhcxie  Islind 
lo  obtain  MJI-clolh,  cpriln*;''.  ^"''  "'^>c'  »riirl«  fit  ihr  flirillii  on  I  .atr  ('ham- 
plain. 


tion  and  intrepidity.  One  of  the  captains.  Thomas, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  perished  in  the  attempt  or  in  mak- 
ing his  escape  by  swimming,  as  he  has  not  been  heard 
of.  His  bravery  entitled  him  to  a  better  fate. 
Though  this  enterprise  did  not  succeed  to  our  wishes, 
I  incline  to  think  it  alarmed  the  enemy  greatly  ;  for 
this  morning  the  Phoenix  and  Rose,  with  their  two 
remaining  tenders,  taking  advantage  of  a  brisk  and 
prosperous  gale,  with  a  favorable  tide,  quitted  their 
stations,  and  have  returned  and  joined  the  rest  of  the 
fleet.  As  ihey  passed  our  several  batteries,  they  were 
fired  upon,  but  without  any  damage  that  I  could  per- 
ceive.' The  whole  of  the  British  forces  in  America, 
except  those  employed  in  Canada,  are  now  here.  Clin- 
ton's arrival  being  followed  the  last  week  by  that  of 
Lord  Dunmore,  who  now  forms  a  part  of  the  army 
we  are  to  oppose.  His  coming  has  added  but  little 
to  their  strength.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c' 

'  It  appcdrrd  alterward».  that  the  s})i]>&«u&laincd  a  |;ooti  deal  of  injuiy  in 
|la1>^in];  ihe  ui)|)cr  l>atienc»,  near  Horl  WasJiingloti  •ml  the  HKcrlein  River, 
ticneral  Heath  was  on  the  *pm.  and  reported,  that  the  Phncnix  w»  three  times 
huUe<1  by  (he  shot  from  Nfouiii  Wn^hinuton,  and  ooe  of  the  icnden  onc«  ;  >nd 
ih.li  the  Ro»e  wa»  hulled  once  by  a  shot  from  Burdetl's  Ferry  on  the  opposite 
Miit  of  the  river.  Kiflcmcn  n-ere  posted  .ilong  the  bank''  of  the  river,  hut  the 
men  on  board  were  kc]>l  ■>o  close,  th.-tt  it  was  not  kno'wn  that  any  damage  m-»» 
ilonc  liy  the  liflc^.  Gr.tpc-shol  were  lirrd  fioiu  thv  vi-ucis  as  [licy  piisMrd,  tint 
M-iihiii;!  iiijiir>'  fsccpl  to  a  lent.  The  P]i<viiix«iid  Rate  h.id  been  five  week*  in 
the  river,  and,  Uy  the  aid  of  ihcir  tender*  and  (nt;i1t  hoat&.  voiindingK  Had  been 
taken  in  every  pan  »«  far  up  as  the  eDirance  of  the  llichUiidt.  The  lender, 
which  had  \>wa  burnt  by  one  of  the  fir«-vllip>.  ^su.  toued  on  vlioie  the  ocxi 
itay,  alihough  antler  the  lire  of  the  eneniy\  cannoc.  This  was  eUccIed  by  a 
licutonantand  two  men.  in  a  manner  that  ieflccte<1  great  credit  upnn  their  emer- 
pri«e  and  courage,  A  six-pound  cannon,  three  Mnallcr  one*,  and  ten  swivels 
were  tiken  oat  of  the  lenHer. 

*  **  A>  Dochin);  foiitribuies  so  nitich  to  the  good  order  and  guvemmctii  of 
Iroupi,  u  an  exaciue^»  in  diwripline.  and  a  ttrici  ubscrvnnci:  of  orders;  tjyd  u 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

Kkw  York,  aa  AuguM.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  morning  favored  with  yours  of  the 
17th,  accompanied  by  several  resolutions  of  Congress, 
and  commissions  for  officers  appointed  to  the  late  va- 
cancies in  this  army.  I  wrote  some  days  ago  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  to  propose  to  Generals  Carleton  and 
Burgoyne  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  in  consequence 
of  a  former  resolve  of  Congress  authorizing  their 
commanders  In  each  department  to  negotiate  one. 
That  of  Major  Meigs  for  Major  French,  and  Captain 
Dearborn  for  any  ofificer  of  equal  rank.  I  submitted  to 
Genera]  Howe's  consideration,  by  letter  on  the  17th, 
understanding  their  paroles  had  been  sent  to  him  by 
General  Carleton ;  but  have  not  yet  received  his 
answer  upon  the  subject. 

In  respect  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  in  Canada. 

the  Anny  ii  now  amngH  into  difiercnt  divKions.  those  division<^  formcJ  inlo 
brigade*,  and  brigade*  compoted  of  regimrnti :  the  General  hopes  and  upeclk 
ihit  ihe  several  duttH  of  the  Army,  will  go  on  n-ith  regularity.  chcerfalneH  Mid 
■l&cricy  ;  As  one  niean^of  acixmplibhinf  this,  he  desires,  itiai  no  regiment,  brig- 
■de.  or  divinon,  will  interfere  with  thedutictufaiioiher,  but  walk  in  iheir  ow-n 
]>roper  line;  ihc  Colonels  taking  care  not  to  contravene  chc  orders  of  their 
Brigadiers;  the  Ilngadicrt  of  their  Major  (ienemls;  and  thai  the  whole,  pay 
due  nllCRlioD  to  [he  Gencrsl  Oidera,  which  can  only  be  net  svde,  or  hr  div. 
|>cnMd  with  by  order*  of  equal  dignity. 

"  The  Aimy  under  tiuch  a  regulation  will  noon  become  respectable  in  iiself, 
and  (orroidable  to  the  foe — It  is  an  incumbenl  duty  upon  every  officer  of  every 
nak,  to  be  alert  and  allentivc.  in  the  dischwKc  of  the  Mrvent  diLtie»  annexcid  to 
bit  office  ;  bis  honor,  his  own  personal  safety,  and  for  ought  he  knows,  the  aal- 
TAtion  of  hi«  Country,  nnd  il^ideateiit  pnvileges,  may  depend  nponhiscxenlnu>, 
Particular  cui^e^  may,  and  doubtlcM  will  happen,  to  render  il  necettary  (for  Hie 
good  of  the  tervicel  that  a  change  of  officers  SiC — ttbould  be  made  from  one 
bri|^e  to  another  :  bul  whenever  there  appears  cau»c  for  tfai>,  ft  vrill  be  not)* 
fied  by  general  or  special  orders — 


if  a  proposition  on  that  head  has  not  been  already 
made,  and  I  believe  it  has  not,  the  enclosed  copy  of 
General  Carleton's  orders  (transmitted  to  me  under 
seal  by  Major  Bigelow,  who  was  sent  with  a  flag  to 
General  Burgoyne  from  Ticonderoga,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  the  breach  of  capitulation  at 
the  Cedars,  and  the  inhuman  treatment  of  our  people 
afterwards)  will  show  it  is  unnecessary,  as  he  has  de- 
termined to  send  them  to  their  own  provinces,  there 
to  remain  as  prisoners  ;  Interdicting  at  the  same  time 
all  kinds  of  intercourse  between  us  and  his  army,  ex- 
cept such  as  may  be  for  the  purpose  of  imploring  the 
King's  mercy.  The  assassination,  which  he  mentions. 
of  Brigadier-General  Gordon,  is  a  fact  entirely  new  to 

'■  Th«  Ijcneral  cannoi  quil  lli«  Mihjecl.  m  thin  may  poxttbly  be  ihr  laul  oppor- 
tunity, prevJoui  IQ  an  iinack,  withoul:  tdming  the  private  men,  xi'.d  exhorting 
the  ircwpK  in  general,  lo  br  profoiinilly  lilirnt,  and  xtricily  obedient  to  Order*, 
before  ihey  L-om«  to,  and  »l*o  while  they  arc  in  action,  as  nolhini:  can  contrih- 
uie  more  to  tlieir  Successiihan  a  cool  and  deliberate  behavior,  noi  nothtng  add 
more  to  the  dUcourancemeni  of  the  enemy,  than  to  find  new  troops  raltn  and 
detetmtneil  in  their  manner.  The  General  has  no  doubt  bill  that  every  good 
Soldier,  and  all  the  officen,  arc  xtiflictently  impres-«d  with  the  ncccvnty  of  t%- 
aiDiiiiU){  the  state  und  condition  of  their  iiriiii>.  but  lii«  own  anxiety  on  ihb  head 
impeh  him  lu  remind  them  at  ii  alter  ever}'  >pctl  of  wet  weather,  leaM  u-c 
should  at  any  time  I'C  caiigbl  mich  anns  unfit  (or  immediate  U!>e. 

''  The  Re^imentH  of  Militia  frum  Connecticut  arc  Iti  t>e  formed  inloa  Bri[;ade 
under  the  command  of  Krigadicr  General  Wolcoti,  who  is  hourly  capecied.  and 
in  Ehc  mean  time  to  be  under  the  command  of  Col.  Hinmau,  ihe  eMeat 
Colonel  of  the  militia. 

"  Thou)];h  the  Fire  Ship»  which  went  up  the  North  Rircr  last  Friday  Even- 
ing, were  not  mi  luccenful  ax  to  dcHtroy  cither  of  the  Men  of  War,  yet  the  U«n. 
eral  ibaiilc^  the  officer*  and  men  for  the  spirit  and  resolution  w  hich  they  shewed 
in  erappUng  the  VeNuhi  before  they  (|iiitced  the  Fire  Ship»  :  And  as  a  rewaix) 
of  their  merit,  prcscnlh  each  of  those  who  stayed  last,  and  were  Mimewhat 
burnt  ;  Fiity  DuLLais,  and  Forty  lu  each  of  Ihc  others  :  ami  had  the  eutetpriie 
succeeded,  no  a*  tn  have  de»lroyed  cither  of  the  nhip*  of  war,  the  (!cneral  could 
have  been  ceneroui  in  proporlion  to  Ihc  service." — O^Jtrfy  0Mit,  iR  Aufpwt, 
t77«. 
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me,  and  what  I  never  heard  of  before.  I  shall  not 
trouble  Congress  with  my  strictures  upon  this  inde- 
cent, illiberal  and  scurrilous  performance,  so  highly 
unbecoming  the  character  of  a  soldier  and  gentleman, 
only  observing  that  its  design  is  somewhat  artful,  and 
that  each  boal-man  with  Major  Bigelowwas  furnished 
with  a  copy.  1  have  also  transmitted  Congress  a 
copy  of  the  Major's  journal,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  them  for  the  intelligence  reported  by  him  on  his 
return  from  the  truce.' 

'  The  «»cni!i  attcmliiig  ih^  cipittilniion  ai  the  CpHon,  and  the  ngrcentcnt  (or 
the  eKchaTi)(e  of  priMiavrv  pnmcd  into  \>\  Arnold,  uere  uf  so  rxiraoitlinary  and 
irritalin|[  a  nature,  in  rcgsnl  to  the  cuoduct  u(  the  enciii)'.  lluil  Coiigres.  at  ibc 
»inc  tfanc  they  confirmed  Arnold's  sCipuUlion,  rnolvcd,  "  llial,  pircvLou&  to  the 
delivery  o(  the  priMmer*  to  be  relum«ri  on  our  pan.  itie  llnliih  vmnmanilcr^  in 
L!«i)*<la  be  required  lo  deliver  into  our  hand*  the  authori.  abctlor^  niiJ  per- 
petrators of  the  honid  murder  committed  on  the  piiioners,  to  tulTcr  *uch  pan- 
ivhtneni  lu  their  irime  ilc^rvci .  and  aUo  to  make  imleniniticBlioti  (or  ihe 
plunder  at  the  Cedar>,  Inkcii  (.untniiy  l<i  ihc  faith  u(  ihe  i.:ipiiulniiun  ;  and 
that,  antil  such  delivery  and  indeinnificiilion  be  made,  ihe  -aid  pTisunen  l>c  nul 
deliYerc*!,"  yoMritali,  July  loth.  Tbii  w.ii  in  effect  a  refuiml  to  confinn  the 
licaty,  and  wati  to  conudered  by  the  commanding  fitficcr*  in  Canada.  The  re- 
purl  of  the  cornmillcc  of  Connreaa  on  this  subjcil.  and  the  resolves  respetliii); 
ihe  treaty,  were  forwarded  lo  (icnerat  Kuryoyite.  The  dcipalch  l^'n»  nenl  iindrr 
■he  charge  o\  Mnjor  ItigcloH'  from  Ticondcroga.  lie  proceeded  down  the  l^c 
to  iKle-uux-NoIx,  which  wab  then  a  Britlith  outpoa,  where  he  wbh  detainetl,  and 
Ihedctpaich  wa.<i  forvrarrled  to  Gencisl  Burgoyne  Uicn  at  St.  John's.  Major 
Uigclow  u.iycd  ten  dAys  at  l&le-atii-Noix.  where  he  and  hi^  i>Arty  were  treated 
vcr^  civilly  hy  Caplatn  Craig,  the  L-ommander  of  that  po^,  and  liy  the  other 
oAcers.  At  length  the  mef>engcr  came  b«L'k  from  St.  Jahii\,  with  a  letter 
directed  lo  •"  Gffr^  Washinglott,  Esqmtrf"  which  ivas  handed  to  Maim 
Bigclow,  and  with  whifh  he  relumed  immciliately  up  the  IjiW  tn  'I  icondcto^a, 
bring  escorted  on  hi(>  way  as  (ar  fte  GiDvlandV  by  a  boat  with  iwu  british  olTictn 
and  nine  Canadian*. 

This  lener  General  Gaten  &ent  olf  hy  cxprebi  lo  GeneraJ  Wa&hintjtoD.  When 
opened  it  was  found  to  he  a  mere  envelope,  enclooing  a  pa|>cr  pnqiorting  tit  he  a 
military  order  i«>iuetj  by  General  CarleCon  at  Chamblcc,  mi  the  7th  of  Aaguct, 
mthDUl  rignatute  ot  addreaa,  and  unacoom panted  by  any  remarkv  The  con- 
IcbU  of  this  paper  were  of  >o  singular  a  churacler,  and  coiiipoitcd  su  liiile  with 


By  a  Letter  from  GenI  Greene  yesterday  Evening 
he  informed  me,  he  had  received  an  Express  from 
Hog  Island  Inlet  advising  that  5  of  the  Enemy's 
small  vessells  had  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Creek  with  some  Troops  on  board — also  that  he  had 
heard  Two  pettiaugers  were  oflf  Oister  Bay,  the 
whole  supposed  to  be  after  live  stock  and  to  prevent 
their  getting  it,  he  had  detached  a  party  of  Horse  & 
Two  Hundred  &  Twenty  men,  among  *em  Twentj' 
Rifle  men.  I  have  not  received  further  intelligence 
upon  the  subject, 

I  am  also  advised  by  the  examination  of  a  Captain 
liritton  (^master  of  a  vessel  that  had  been    taken)» 

the  s)itnl  Bnil  temper  of  a  high-miftdcd  uHiceT,  thai  ihcy  might  well  have  cx- 
citetl  a  Utuiig  lu^iiicion  a%  to  their  bnn([  genuine,  had  not  the  despntch  been 
formnll)  cnlnisteiJ  to  Mnjoi  Bigelow  as  cuming  froin  General  Burt-oyne.  or 
Ctcnernl  CiLrleinii.  who  was  Commander-in-chief.  The  order  |irohibJu  all  in- 
tcrcoune  "  *ith  rebels,  traitors.  nncerR,  dumrbei^  of  the  public  peace,  pliui- 
dcrcn,  robberii,  laiauins,  or  murderers."  aiid  uddi,  thai  "  sbmild  cmiFiiaric^ 
from  unch  lawlen  men  RgaEn  pietunie  to  u^iproacb  Ihc  army,  whelhci  under  the 
name  of  [lag-of-tiucc  men.  nr  amhai,iuidnni,  rx'ccpt  vrhen  (he)r  come  to  implore 
the  King\  tnerL7,  llieir  persons  »hall  be  iiumedialcly  seized  and  committed  to 
cloM  cniifiRcme:ii,  and  proceeded  at;3int>i  a<i  the  Uw  directs."  After  a  good 
(teat  more  in  the  same  style  of  rodomontade,  rbe  order  concladcs  by  dircclin}; 
"all  tlie  priMxier'v  tnim  the  rebellioui  provinces,  nho  cbooie  to  return  home,  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a  «hort  notice,  and  that  the  commis- 
mrj  Nhould  Wtil  the  trani^jxirls  Oeslined  lor  (hem,  and  *ee  that  wboleaome  pro- 
vifiona  and  necnwary  clothing,  with  all  )xiMibI«  conveniences  for  (heir  pasage, 
be  prepaid  ;  and  Ibal  the  pritoner^  were  lo  look  on  their  respective  provlncea 
KK  their  priiuins,  there  tu  remain  till  lurLlier  enlarged,  or  nummoned  ta  appear 
before  the  Commander-in-chief  in  Canada"  With  no  other  esplanation,  than 
the  ordci  itiielf,  it  is  now  impossible  to  de>:ide  what  degree  of  credit  ought  to  be 
ascrilied  lo  it .  From  the  lenor  of  Wn^hington'it  letter  above,  and  from  the 
circum&lance  uF  hi«  Irniismiltin^  the  pRpcr  lo  Coiiffresa,  il  i«  obvioiu,  that  he 
considered  it  genuine.  Genernl  Schuyler  and  Cieneral  Gate\  were  of  the  Mtme 
Opinion.  Il  is  remarkable,  that  a  copy  of  the  tame  paper  wa&  put  into  tlw 
hxndii  of  each  of  Major  Bigelow's  men,  when  he  left  Ulc-aux-Noix.      If  the 
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transmitted  to  me  by  General  Mercer,  that  the  general 
report  among  the  enemy's  troops,  was,  when  he  came 
off,  that  they  were  to  attack  Long  Island,  and  to 
secure  our  works  there  if  possible,  at  the  same  time 
that  another  part  of  their  army  was  to  hind  above  this 
city.  This  information  is  corroborated  by  many 
other  accounts,  and  is  probably  true ;  nor  will  it  be 
possible  to  prevent  their  landing  on  the  Island,  as  Its 
great  extent  affords  a  variety  of  places  favorable  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  whole  of  our  works  on  it  arc 
at  the  end  opposite  to  the  city.  However,  we  shall 
attempt  to  harass  them  as  much  as  possible,  which 
will  be  alt  that  we  can  do.     I  have  the  honor,  &c.' 

onlft  Bcliially  ftrucccitcd  from  lieiieral  L'arietoii,  il  mii»l  (ic  allowed  lo  indicaii: 
(cm  of  thuK  drvAtcd  (nils,  which  we  shktnld  expect  lo  find  Lonneclcd  vilh  that 
Ijencroni  huminiiy,  >a  tonsptcuous  in  his  character  on  other  occk-iions. 

OciienI  Gordrni  oF  Ihc  llritish  iu-my  had  been  wnnionly  And  1<kTl>arcH]>ly  »hiit 
on  the  24th  uf  July,  l>.v  nu  Aiueiiiraii  ^cout,  near  Si.  John's.  A  lieuieiitni  and 
(our  men  ffjinTiL-omleroga.  who  »cre  wi  a  scoui  iriihin  ilie  enemy's  Unes  con- 
cenled  themdelve-^  near  the  road  kailing  rrum  St.  Joho'^  to  Lapruiric.  While 
they  were  in  thnt  concralmeni,  Dencnil  (lurdon  paued  alanit  on  horwbuk,  and 
in  (till  uniform.  The  liculeuini  deliticmirly  fired  at  him,  uid  ihut  him  through 
the  body.  The  wntiiid  w£«  mortal,  but  the  Geiicr.il  tisa  able  lo  ride  tu  Si. 
John's,  where  he  mioii  expired.  Thi»  ad  of  atrocil)  kindled  the  indignation  of 
the  British  officers,  and,  occurring,  but  two  or  ihree  day*  before  the  dwpaich 
from  Congreu  arrived,  it  may  have  had  a  principal  inftueuue  in  dittaiine  'he 
paper  called  (icncTal  Carlcton'a  order,  >.o  little  coiuiitcni  wrilh  the  dignity  and 
-lelf-reapeci .  which  every  gentleman,  and  cfpecially  an  officer  m  bif;b  rank, 
must  dc^rc  to  poiSess.— .'^rir. 

'  Read  August  32iid.      Refened  lo  Ihc  Board  of  War. 

"  The  nfliccn  whc,  tiavc  lately  ironte  intu  Camp,  ore  aluc  iufonncd  that  it  \ta,% 
been  found  necensary  ainid«l  suuh  frvt|ueni  chan(je>  of  Troops  'o  introduce 
MimedtslinLUoni  by  whit-h  their  «cvcritl  n.\\^>  may  be  Lnowu — t\i.  :  Field  Offi- 
cen  wear  a  pink  or  red  Cockade— Captain^  while  or  Uul7— Subaltern),  green — 
rhe  Uenernl  flaitern  himself  every  gentleman  trill  conform  to  a  rctjulation 
tvhich  he  hat  (ound  e*iienlially  nere»ary  lo  prevent  mivake*  and  con  fusion.  "•-• 
Orderly  St»k  20  Auguht,  1776, 


TO  hajor-<;eneral  heath. 

New  VoKK,  33  Ai4(u*l,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  the  enemy  must  pass  this  place  before  they  can 
attempt  the  posts  above,  and  as  your  troops  there  are 
now  augmented.  I  would  have  you  pick  out  a  body 
of  about  eight  hundred,  or  a  thousand.  light,  active 
men.  and  good  marksmen  (including  the  light  infan- 
trj*  and  rlHcmen),  ready  to  move  this  way  upon  the 
appearance  of  the  shipping  coming  up.  or  upon  the 
commencement  of  the  Cannonade  of  any  of  our 
works.  By  the  time  these  troops  get  into  the  flat 
grounds  of  Haerlem,  they  will  bs  able  (especially  if 
you  send  a  horseman  or  two  on  before,  for  intelli- 
gence, which  will  be  proper)  to  determine  whether 
the  ships  intend  higher  up  than  this  neighborhood, 
and  regulate  themselves  accordingly. 

There  is  a  road  out  of  the  Haerlem  flat  lands  that 
leads  up  to  the  hills  and  continues  down  the  North 
River  by  Bloomingdale,  Delancey's,  &c,  which  road 
I  would  have  them  march,  as  they  will  keep  the  river 
in  Sight,  and  pass  a  toltirable  landing-place  for  troops 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Bloomingdale.  This  detach- 
ment should  bring  a  couple  of  light  field-pieces. 

I  think  two.  or  even  four,  pieces  of  cannon  might 
be  spared  from  Fort  Washington  to  the  post  over 
the  bridge ; — but  query,  whether  it  might  not  do  to 
run  them  from  thence  when  occasion  shall  seem  to 
require  it,  as  tliat  post  never  can  be  attacked  without 
sufficient  notice  to  do  this.  Colonel  Knox  will  have 
four  carriages  ready  for  ihat  place,  immediately,  if 
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we  have  not  other  empioyment  upon  hand,  which 
General  Putnam,  who  is  this  instant  come  in  seems 
to  think  we  assuredly  Shall,  this  day,  as  there  is  a 
considerable  embarkation  on  board  of  the  enemy's 
boats.  I  shall  therefore  only  add  that  you  should 
delay  no  time  in  forming  your  detachment  for  our 
aid,  or  your  own  defence,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire.    Yours  &c,  in  haste. 


TO   THE    NEW    YORK    CONVENTION. 

Mmd-Quaktuis,  Nkw  York,  93  Auffwt,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  22d,  acquainting 
me  with  a  report  now  circulating,  **  that  if  the  Ameri- 
can army  should  be  obliged  to  retreat  from  this  city, 
any  individual  may  set  it  on  fire."  I  can  assure  you. 
Gentlemen,  that  this  report  is  not  founded  upon  the 
least  authority  from  me :  on  the  contrary,  I  am  so 
sensible  of  the  value  of  such  a  city,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  its  destruction  to  many  worthy  citizens 
and  their  families,  that  nothing  but  the  last  necessity. 
and  that  such  as  should  justify  me  to  the  whole 
world,  would  induce  me  to  give  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  unwillingness  shown  by  many  families  to 
remove,  notwithstanding  your  and  my  recommenda- 
tions, may  perhaps  have  led  some  persons  to  propa- 
gate the  report,  with  honest  and  innocent  intentions  ; 
but  as  your  letter  first  informed  me  of  it,  1  cannot 
pretend  to  say  by  whom,  or  for  what  purpose,  it  has 
been  done.     As  my  views,   with   regard  to  the  re- 
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moval  of  the  women  and  children,  have  happily  coin- 
cided with  your  sentiments,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  carr)'  them  into  execution,  I  submit  it  to  your 
judgment,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  the 
Committee  to  meet  immediately  in  this  city,  and  give 
notice  of  their  attendance  on  this  business.  There 
arc  many,  who  anxiously  wish  to  remove,  but  have 
not  the  means.  1  am.  with  much  respect  and  reg^ard, 
Gentlemen,  vours.  &c 


Si  I 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    HKATH. 

HEAU-QVARTexs  Nrw  Vohk.  33  AiitEiul.  1776. 


Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  landed  atGravesend 
Bay,  upon  Long  Island,  from  the  best  information  I 
can  obtain  to  the  number  of  about  eight  thousand. 
Colonel  Hand  retreated  before  them,  burning  as  he 
came  along  several  parcels  of  wheat,  and  such  other 
matter  as  he  judged  would  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  Our  first  accounts  were,  that  they  intended, 
by  a  forced  march,  to  surprise  General  Sullivan's 
(who  commands  during  the  illness  of  General  Greene) 
lines :  whereupon  I  immediately  reinforced  that  post 
with  six  regiments.  But  they  halted  last  night  at 
Flatbush.'     If  they  should  attack  General   Sullivan 

'  '*  The  Gesenl  wontd  be  obliged  [o  uijr  officer,  to  rreomincnd  to  hin  a 

careful.  »ol)«[  ptnun  who  iDideniamU  ul;in);  uare  of  Mon,c«  utd  walling  oeca- 
iiioniilly,  Sach  pcntun  licin^  a  wilrlier  will  hiivc  hU  pity  i;ontinuc'l.  aori  receive 
«dtlttiotiaJ  wttj^cs  of  twenty  Shillings  pr.  month,  lie  muit  bcLicat  ill  hb  person, 
and  to  be  dcffended  on  (or  hiti  honevty  and  tuliitely. 

"  The  Enemy  have  now  lanite<I  oit  Long  Islaiul,  and  (he  huuf  ii>  (ui  ap- 
proaching, on  which  the  Huiior  atui  Succt^tu;  of  tlii^  Army,  and  the  S.ifety  of 
our  Bleeding  Ci)iin try  depend.     Remember,  olfieersand  soldien,  that  jrou  are 


17761 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


363 


this  day,  and  should  show  no  disposition  to  attack 
me  likewise,  at  the  making  of  the  next  flood,  1  shall 
send  such  further  reinforcements  to  Long  Island  as 
I  may  judge  expedient,  not  choosing  to  weaken  this 
post  too  much,  before  I  am  certain  that  the  enemy 
are  not  making  a  feint  upon  Long  Island  to  draw  our 
force  to  that  quarter,  when  their  real  design  may  per- 
haps be  upon  this.'     I  am,  &c. 

yKcmen,  fighting  for  the  bindings  of  Liberty,  (hkl  Slnvery  will  be  your  portion, 
and  lh«t  of  yout  po«icriiy,  if  you  do  noi  acquit  ycmrtelvei  like  m«n.  Remein- 
Iwi  how  your  Coutagr  and  Spirit  have  been  dispiied  and  traduced  b;  your  cnirl 
invuleri ;  though  they  have  found  by  dear  experience,  at  Bosion.  Charleslowii. 
and  other  placet,  what  n  few  brave  men,  >,oiitcnding  in  their  own  land,  and  in 
ihc  best  of  caust:>  can  do,  against  base  hirelings  and  merccnaricv  —  Be  cool,  but 
determined,  do  not  fire  al  a  ditlance,  but  trait  for  orden  frum  your  otiliL-en,  It 
\%  Ihe  UcncTal'n  cxprc««  orders,  thai  i(  any  man  altemptt  In  tkidk,  Uy  <lown  oi 
retreat  without  orders,  be  be  iusiaiilly  vhoi  down  a^  an  eutmple.  he  Hofiev  uu 
sucli  Si,'9UQdr«l  be  found  in  thb  Army,  but  on  the  conlrary,  every  one  for  titm- 
>clf,  resolving  to  conquer  or  die,  and  tniiiling  to  the  tmilci  of  Heaven  upon  aci 
just  a  cause,  will  behave  with  Biatery  and  KetolulJoti.  Ttiose  Mho  are  dintin- 
(;u)*hed  for  their  Oallttn  try  and  grxxl  Conduct  may  depend  ujtoii  licing  honoiably 
noticed,  and  suitably  rew.irdcd.  And  if  ihik  Army  will  but  emulate.  Krd  imi- 
lute  their  brave  CounlTyaaei).  iu  other  pant  u(  America,  he  hat  no  doubt  ttiey 
»vjll  by  a  glorium  Victory.  »vc  ihcir  Country,  anil  acquire  to  ihcmwlve*  tniinor- 
lal  ^QVi^t." —Orderly  Book.  33  An^iisl,  1776. 

'  "  I  have  no  iJoubl  but  a  little  time  will  produce  some  important  e«cnt».  I 
hope  they  will  be  happy.  The  reiiiforcemcnl  detached  yesterday  went  oA  in 
hi^b  spirilii ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  whole  ol  Ihe  army, 
■  bat  are  effective  and  capable  of  dut^-,  titwrovrr  the  Ksme,  and  great  chcerf nines*, 
I  have  been  obliged  to  appoini  Mxjor-Getteral  Sullivan  to  the  command  on  Ibc 
Island,  owin£  to  (jenerftl  Greened  indtspu»ttion  :  he  has  been  exiremely  ill  fur 
several  d»y».  and  still  continues  bad, " —  Watkingteii  ta  tkt  PrtHdial«fCangrttt, 
93  August,  1770. 

Washington  cro»>cd  over  to  1>»ng  Itltind  oti  the  33d..  and  saw  occuion  fnr 
■lulling  further  reioforccmenb.  "  1  have  seitt  over  four  mure  regiment^  with 
boats.  In  be  ready  la  reinforce  ihe  Iroopi  under  ('rciiera)  Sullivan,  ur  to  return 
(O  thi^  place  if  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  ni  the  watering  place  should  puidi  up 
10  the  city,  which  hitherto  (I  mean  «lnce  the  landing  upon  Long  Island.)  they 
have  not  hod  in  th^ii  pnwcr  to  do,  on  account  of  the  wind,  which  hu  either 
been  abend,  or  too  Mnall,  when  the  tide  ha»  served. " — tVaihiitgUn  t»  the 
Prtadtmlof  CiiHgrtsi,  2^  .Augual,  13?6. 


p.  S.  The  flood  tide  will  begin  to  make  about 
eleven  o'clock,  at  which  time,  if  the  detachment  or- 
dered yesterday  were  to  move  to  the  high  and  open 
grounds  about  Mr.  Delancey's  and  Bloomingdale, 
they  would  be  ready  to  come  forward,  or  turn  back, 
as  occasion  should  require  ;  it  would  give  them  a  little 
exercise,  and  show  them  wherein  they  are  wanting  in 
any  matter. 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

Nkw  Vo«k,  34  Augim,  1776. 

Sir. 

On  Thursday  last  the  enemy  landed  a  body  of 
troops,  supposed  to  amount  (from  the  best  accounts 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain)  to  eight  or  nine  thousand 
men.  at  Gravesend  Bay  on  Long  Island,  ten  miles  dis- 
tance from  onr  works  on  the  Island,  and  immediately 
marched  through  the  open  lands  to  Flatbush,  where 
they  are  now  encamped.  They  are  distant  about 
three  miles  from  our  lines,  and  have  woods  and 
broken  grounds  to  pass  (which  we  have  lined)  before 
they  can  get  to  them.  Home  skirmishing  has  hap- 
pened between  their  advanced  parties  and  ours,  in 
which  we  have  always  gained  an  advantage.'  What 
the  real  designs  of  the  enemy  are,  I  am  not  yet  able 

'  "  Veslctday  ihcrc  wa\  noinf  vkirmUhing  hctu-ren  a  iklachiociii  ot  ihcm,  mid 
»  party  from  our  troopv  Their  (icmehmenls  wore  obIij;K)  lo  give  gTouud.  and 
were  punued  as  far  an  where  they  liad  ■  post  at  a  Juilgc  Leftert*'.  Hi«  house 
and  ouihonscs  served  as  quartere  for  them,  and  iwerc  burned  by  our  people. 
We  •lutained  no  lti«  in  t)ii<  affair,  that  I  have  heard  nf.  curept  having  tvrn  men 
ilightly  wounded.  Our  people  say  iheeitemy  met  with  more," — tVaihingi^n  la 
SfkmjrlfT,  24  Augua.  1776. 


to  determine.  My  opinion  of  the  matter  ts,  that  they 
mean  to  attack  our  works  on  the  Island  and  this  city 
at  the  same  time,  and  that  the  troops  at  Flatbush  are 
waiting  in  those  plains  till  the  wind  and  tide  (which 
have  not  yet  served  together)  will  favor  the  move- 
ment of  the  shipping  to  this  place  :  Others  think  they 
will  bend  their  principal  force  against  our  lines  on  the 
Island,  which,  if  carried,  will  greatly  facilitate  their 
designs  upon  this  city.  This  also  being  very  prob- 
able, i  have  thrown  what  force  I  can  over,  without 
leaving  myself  too  much  exposed  here  ;  for  our  whole 
number  (if  the  intelligence  we  get  from  deserters, 
&c.,  be  true)  falls  short  of  that  of  the  enemy  ;  conse- 
quently the  defence  of  our  own  works,  and  the  ap- 
proaches to  them,  is  all  we  can  aim  at.  This,  then, 
in  a  manner,  leaves  the  whole  Island  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  of  course  of  the  supplies  it  is  capable 
of  affording  thorn.  Under  these  circumstances  would 
it  be  practicable  for  your  government  to  throw  a  body 
of  one  thousand  or  more  men  across  the  sound,  to 
harass  the  enemy  in  their  rear  or  upon  their  flanks  ? 
This  would  annoy  them  exceedingly,  at  the  same  time 
that  a  valuable  end.  to  wit,  that  of  preventing  their 
parlies  securing  the  stocks  of  cattle,  &c.,  would  be 
answered  by  it ;  the  cattle  to  be  removed  or  kilted. 
The  knowledge  I  have  of  the  extraordinary  exertions 
of  your  State  upon  all  occasions,  does  not  permit  me 
to  require  this,  not  knowing  how  far  it  is  practicable  ; 
I  only  offer  it,  therefore  as  a  matter  for  your  consider- 
ation, and,  of  great  public  utility,  if  it  can  be  accom- 
plished. 
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The  enemy,  if  my  intelligence  from  Staten  Island 
be  true,  are  at  this  time  rather  distressed  on  account 
of  provisions ;  if  then,  we  can  deprive  them  of  what 
this  Island  affords,  much  good  will  follow  from  it. 

The  foreigners  are  yet  upon  Staten  Island';  the 
British  troops  are  upon  Long  Island,  and  on  ship- 
board.    I  remain  &c' 


TU    MAJOR-OBNERAI.    PUTNAM.' 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

It  was  wiih  no  small  degree  of  concern,  I  perceived  yesterday 
a  scattering,  unmeaning,  and  wasteful  fire  from  our  people  at  the 
enemy — a  kind  of  fire  that  tended  to  disgrace  cur  own  men  as 
soldiers,  and  to  render  our  defence  contemptible  in.  the  eyes  of 
the  enemy.  No  one  good  consequence  can  attend  such  irregu- 
larities, but  several  bad  ones  will  inevitably  follow  from  them. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this  unsoldierlike  and  disorderly  practice,  we 
have  the  greateai  reason  imaginable  to  believe,  that  numbers  of 
deserters  would  have  left  the  enemy's  army  last  year  ;  but  fear 
prevented  them  from  approacliingourlinesthen,  and  must  forever 
continue  to  operate  in  like  manner,  whilst  every  soldier  conceives 
himself  at  liberty  to  fire  when  and  at  what  he  pleases.     Thit  is 

'  This  wu  Bit  error,  as  a  part  of  the  GermaDS. — Col.  Donop*5  corps  of  chu- 
seurs  an<I  Hessian  cjenAdicn — were  landed  on  the  a2d.  Lieutenant  GenenI 
De  Heiitter,  with  iwn  hrigadcs  of  Hnaicni.  joined  the  army  00  Lotif^  Island  on 
Ihe  35tb. 

'  "  The  paJuage  of  ihe  East  River  bring  obnlrucld,  in  imch  a  mnnn«r,  with 
Chevaiix-dc-rTiio.  Ac.  as  lo  render  it  rfangcrou*  tor  any  Vessels  10  pass,  ibe 
SettUncIs  nlons  the  river,  coqukuouv  tu  where  the  obttnidioiit  ate  placet!,  are 
to  boil  and  prevent  any  VcmcU  attempting  to  pus,  otherwise  ihan  between  the 
Albany  Pi«r :  and  a  Mam  in  the  river,  which  appears  above  waler.  neariy  op- 
posite.— Orderly  Bank,  24  August,  1776. 

'  rutnam  had  jinl  hcen  •.cnt  over  to  take  the  ([eneral  oommand  on  Long 
Ulaiicl.  Sullivan  had  the  immediaiv  coinmaiitl  of  nil  the  Iroopc  nol  wJlhin  the 
line*  nt  Hmoklyn. 


not  the  only  nor  the  greatest  evil  resulting  from  the  practice ;  for, 
as  we  do  not  know  the  hour  of  the  enemy's  approach  to  our  lines, 
but  have  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  it  will  be  sudden  and 
violent  whenever  attempted,  we  shall  have  our  men  so  scattered, 
and  more  th%D  probable  without  ammunitioa,  that  the  conse- 
queaces  must  prove  fatal  lo  iis ;  besides  this,  there  will  be  no 
possibility  of  distinguishing  between  a  real  and  a  false  alarm. 

I  must  therefore,  Sir.  in  earnesr  terms  desire  you  to  call  the 
colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  corps  without  loss  of  time 
before  you  ;  and  let  them  afterwards  do  the  same  by  their  respec- 
tive officers,  and  charge  them,  in  express  and  positive  terms,  to 
stop  these  irregularities,  as  they  value  the  good  of  the  service, 
their  own  honor,  and  the  safety  of  the  army,  which,  under  God, 
depends  wholly  upon  the  good  order  and  government  that  is  ob- 
ser\'ed  in  it.  At  the  same  time,  1  would  have  you  [orm  proper 
lines  of  defence  around  your  encampment  and  works  on  the  most 
advantageous  ground.  Your  guard**,  which  compose  this  defence, 
are  to  be  particularly  instrnrtcd  in  their  duty,  and  a  brigadier  of 
the  day  is  to  remain  constantly  upon  the  lines,  that  he  may  be 
upon  the  spot  to  command,  and  see  that  orders  are  executed. 
Field-officers  should  also  be  appoinled  to  go  the  rounds,  and  re- 
port the  situation  of  the  guards  ;  and  no  person  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  beyond  the  guards,  without  spei:ial  order  in  writing. 

By  restraining  the  loose,  disorderly,  and  unsoJdierlikc  firing 
before  mentioned,  1  do  not  mean  to  discourage  partisans  and 
scouting  parlies  ;  on  the  contrary  ]  ui^h  to  see  a  spirit  of  that 
sort  prevailing,  under  proper  regulations,  and  officers,  cither 
commissioned  or  non-commi*>sioncd,  as  cases  rL*(|uire,  lo  be  di- 
rected by  yourself  or  licensed  by  the  brigadier  of  the  day  upon 
the  spot,  lo  be  sent  upon  this  service,  Such  skirmishing  as  may 
be  effected  in  this  manner  will  be  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  pro- 
priety, and  may  be  attended  with  salutary  elfects,  inasmuch  as  it 
n-ill  inure  the  troops  to  fatigue  and  danger,  will  harass  the  enemy, 
and  may  make  prisoners^  and  prevent  their  parties  from  getting 
the  horscii  and  cattle  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  Island,  which 
are  objects  of  infinite  importance  to  us,  especially  the  two  last. 
All  the  men  not  upon  duty  are  to  be  compelled  to  remain  in  or 
near  their  respective  camps,  or  quarters,  that  they  may  turn  out 


at  a  moment's  warning  ;  nothing  being  more  probable,  than  that 
the  enemy  will  allow  little  time  enough  to  prepare  for  the  attack. 
The  officers  also  are  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  prevent 
every  kind  of  abuse  to  private  property,  and  lo  bring  every  of- 
fender 10  the  punishment  he  deserves.  Shameful  it  is  to  find, 
that  those  men,  who  have  come  hither  in  defence  of  the  rights  of 
mankind,  should  turn  invaders  of  it  by  destroying  the  substance 
of  theii  friends.  The  burning  of  houses  where  the  apparent 
good  of  the  service  is  not  promoted  by  it,  and  the  pillaging  of 
them,  at  all  times  and  upon  all  occasions,  arc  to  be  discounte* 
nanced  and  punished  with  the  utmost  severity.  In  short,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  men  who  have  property  of  their  own,  and  a  regard 
for  the  rights  of  others,  will  shudder  st  the  thought  of  rendering 
any  man's  situation,  in  whose  protection  he  has  come,  more  in- 
sufferable than  his  open  and  avowed  enemy  would  make  it ;  when 
by  duty  and  every  rule  of  humanity  they  ought  to  aid*  and  not 
oppress,  the  distressed  in  their  habitaciuns.  Tlie  distinction  be- 
tween a  well  regulated  army  and  a  mob,  i&  the  good  order  and 
discipline  of  the  (inst,  and  the  licentious  and  disorderly  be- 
havior of  the  latter.  Men,  therefore,  who  arc  not  employed  as 
mere  hirelings,  but  have  stepped  forth  in  defence  of  every  thing, 
that  is  dear  and  valuable  not  only  to  themselves  but  to  posterity, 
should  take  uncommon  pains  to  conduct  themselves  with  the 
greatest  propriety  and  good  order^  as  their  honor  and  reputation 
call  loudly  upon  them  to  do  it. 

The  wood  next  to  Red  Hook  should  he  well  attended  lo.  Put 
some  of  the  most  disorderly  riflemen  into  it.  The  militia  arc  the 
most  indifferent  troops,  those  I  mean  which  are  least  tutored  and 
have  seen  least  service,  and  will  do  for  the  interior  works,  whilst 
your  best  men  should  at  all  hazards  prevent  the  enemy's  passing 
the  wood,  and  approaching  your  works.  The  woods  should  be 
secured  by  abatis  where  necessary,  to  make  the  enemy's  approach 
as  difficult  as  possible.  Traps  and  ambuscades  should  be  laid 
for  their  parlies,  if  you  find  they  are  sent  out  after  cattle,  &c. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head  Quarters,  this  15th  day  of 
August,  1776. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  Yokk.  36  Augasi,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  hax'e  been  duly  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
20th  and  24th,  and  am  happy  to  find  my  answer  to 
Lord  Drummond  has  met  the  approbation  of  Congress. 
Whatever  his  views  were,  most  certainly  his  conduct 
respecting  his  parole  is  highly  reprehensible.  Since 
my  letter  of  the  24th  almost  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  have  fallen  down  to  the  Narrows ;  and,  from 
this  circumstance,  and  the  striking  of  their  tents  and 
their  several  encampments  on  Staten  Island  from 
time  to  time  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  ships 
from  thence,  we  are  led  to  think  they  mean  to  land 
the  main  body  of  their  army  on  Long  Island,  and  to 
make  their  grand  push  there.  I  have  ordered  over 
considerable  reinforcements  to  our  troops  there,  and 
shall  continue  to  send  more  as  circumstances  may 
require.  There  has  been  a  little  skirmishing  and  ir- 
regular firing  kept  up  between  their  and  our  advanced 
guards,  in  which  Colonel  Martin  of  the  Jersey  levies 
has  received  a  wound  in  his  breast,  which,  it  is  appre- 
hended, will  prove  mortal ;  a  private  has  had  his  leg 
broken  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  another  has  received  a 
shot  in  the  groin  from  their  musketr)'.  This  is  all  the 
damage  they  have  yet  done  us  ;  what  they  have  sus- 
tained is  not  known. 

The  shifting  and  changing,  which  the  regiments 
have  undergone  of  late,  have  prevented  their  making 
proper  returns,  and  of  course  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  transmit  a  general  one  of  the  army.     However,  I 


believe  our  strength  is  much  the  same  as  it  was  when 
the  last  was  made,  with  the  addition  of  nine  militia 
regiments  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  averaging 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  each.  Tliese  are 
nine  of  the  fourteen  Regiments  mentioned  in  my  Let- 
ter of  igth.  Our  people  still  continue  to  be  very 
sickly.  The  papers  designed  for  the  foreign  troops 
have  been  put  into  several  channels,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  conveyed  to  'em  ;  and  from  the  in- 
formation 1  had  yesterday,  1  have  reason  to  believe 
many  have  fallen  Into  their  liands."  I  have  enclosed 
a  copy  of  Lord  Drummond's  second  letter  in  answer 
to  mine,  which  1  received  since  I  transmitted  his  first, 
and  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  lay  before 
Congress,  that  they  may  possess  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  between  us,  and  see  how  far  he  has 
exculpated  himself  from   the  charge  alleged  against 


'  As  the  llev(ian<  Lnd  olh«r  fnrcign  troop t  were  mcrci-nariv.s,  liircd  1o  fi^l  in 
a  c&dsc  in  which  they  could  fed  no  pcrsonni  intcrni,  the  Congren  thought  it 
expcdWiit  ici  ciiilcariir  lu  tiilice  itirtn  awiiy  Iruax  Uic  Krvke,  a»d  inilncc  Ihcm 
to  Mttlc  in  the  Unitenl  Slater.  Kor  thu  purpow  n  rctolulicm,  (Ir«wn  by  WtlKm, 
J«Efenon  and  Stockton,  vah  passed,  piomhiDi;  to  all  such  ta  woiild  leave  the 
Brilixh  army  a  free  excrcUi:  of  their  religion,  and  itiviuting  itieiu  with  kII  Uic 
Tights,  privilc(^s,  nnd  imtnunitlcs  of  ntitivcs,  nnd  moreover  engaging  to  every 
niich  |)er<>on  lifty  acres  of  iinspprnpriatcd  land,  to  he  hdd  by  him  nml  his  heirs 
inabMlnic  propcrl}'.  I'hi^  resolutinn,  and  other  papers  explnining  the  nature 
ol  the  war,  and  of  ihc  [>arl  lakcu  iu  it  by  the  forciRii  iroop*.  were  oidercd  to 
hr  trannUtcd  into  German  and  circulated  ntnung  them.  Joumah,  August  i^lh. 
With  this  intent  they  were  (orwanied  to  Ocneral  Washington.  Concern  having 
been  expre>>e<l  that  no  distinction  had  be«a  made  between  officen  and  privates, 
by  another  rcsnlutlon,  Congress  held  out  to  foreign  officers,  who  should  leave 
the  British  anny  and  become  citi»ns  of  the  United  Slates,  the  enc<^nragcineat 
of  a  bounty  in  lund  \  to  a  colonel  one  thou&and  acres,  to  a  lieutenant-cnlouel 
eiifht  hundred,  and  m  on  according  to  the  rank  ol  the  subor(!inate  ofnc«rs. 
yvurHfi',  August  37tli. 
Dr.  l-'ruiklin  wus  one  of  Ihc  connnittee  for  carrying  these  rcsolntions  into 
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him — The  Log  Book  he  mentions  to  have  sent  Cola 
Moylan  proves  ndthing  in  his  favor.  That  shews  he 
had  been  at  Bermuda  and  from  thence  to  some  other 
Island,  and  on  his  passage  from  which  to  this  place 
the  Vessel  he  was  in  was  boarded  by  a  pilot  who 
brought  her  into  ihc  Hook,  where  he  found  the  Brit- 
ish Fleet,  which  his  Lordship  avers  he  did  not  expect 
were  there,  having  understood  their  destination  was 
to  the  southward.' 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

LoNC  lu,ANl>,  39  Auf[Dft[,  half  put  four.  A.M.,  1776. 

Sir. 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  your  favor,  of  the 
27th  accompanied  by  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress. 
Those  respecting  the  officers.  &c  that  may  be 
wounded  in   the  service  of  the  States,  are  founded 

effect,  BDtl  a  letter  from  him  to  G«ne»i  Gates  will  explain  the  in«tho<l  adopted 
fcM"  the  purpose.  "  The  Congrcu  lieing  advincd,"  he  wnte«,  "  that  there  wa*  a 
pTobahitily  that  the  llcn^nt  might  he  induced  to  quit  the  itriliih  serrice  by 
offen  vf  land,  they  came  10  tw&  resolvet  for  this  purport:,  which,  being  trans- 
Ulcd  into  Gennao  and  printed,  arc  to  he  sent  to  Siaten  Island  to  be  disCrihutGd 
if  practicable  among  that  people.  Some  of  ihcm  have  toliacco  markii  on  the 
b*ck,  that  irO  lotoa^co  being  put  up  in  them  in  xmall  <]iianlitie^  ok  the  tohac- 
conisli  use,  and  suRcrcd  to  fall  into  the  hnnds  ol  Ihoc  people,  they  majr  di< 
vide  the  p>per>  ax  plunder,  before  their  officera  ttiuld  coinc  lo  Ilic  kiiowrledgc of 
the  i:onlenlaand  prevent  their  being  read  by  the  men.  That  wai  the  Ant  molvc. 
A  second  luL!i  since  been  made  for  the  ofliccrs  themselves.  E  am  desired  lo  send 
■omc  •>(  both  sortt  K>  >-ou.  that,  if  you  find  it  practicable,  you  may  convey  thcni 
among  the  Germans,  who  may  come  against  you."     38  Augnsl,  1776. 

The  first  rcaolniion  was  sent  to  Wa.shington,  whn  dictated  it  to  one  Zedtwiti, 
a  lientcnanl  colonel  in  iheConiinenlal  ntmy  lo  he  Imnilaied  inio  "  lly  ger- 
man."  Zedtwiti  three  days  lalei  wrote  lo  Tryou.  j-iring  the  content*  of  the 
rcsotution,  and  offering  his  tervlcei  as  a  ^py  ;  hut  hi»  letter  was  intetcepied,  and 
he  «u  cashiered.     It  was  doubtless  his  translation  that  was  distributed. 

<  Reail  In  Coagreta  August  30lh. 


much  in  justice,  and  I  should  hope  may  be  produc- 
tive of  many  salutar)'  consequences.  As  to  the  en- 
couragement to  the  Hessian  officers,  I  wish  it  may 
have  the  desired  effect.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been 
better,  had  the  offer  been  sooner  made.  Before  this, 
you  will  probably  havi;  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Harrison,  of  the  27th,  advising  you  of  the  engage- 
ment between  a  detachment  of  our  men  and  the 
enemy  on  that  day.'  I  am  sorrj'  to  inform  Congress. 
that  I  have  not  yet  heard  cither  of  General  Sullivan 
or  Lord  Stirling,  who  were  among  the  missing  after 
the  engagement  ;  nor  can  I  ascertain  our  loss.  I  am 
hopeful,  part  of  our  men  will  yet  get  in  ;  several  did 
yesterday  morning.  That  of  the  enemy  is  also  un- 
certain ;  the  accounts  arc  various.  I  Incline  to  think 
they  suffered  a  good  deal.  Some  deserters  say  five 
hundred  were  killed  and  wounded. 

There  was  some  skirmishing  the  greater  part  of 
yesterday,  between  parties  from  the  enemy  and  our 
people ;  in  the  evening  it  was  pretty  smart.  The 
event  I  have  not  yet  learned.  Tlie  weather  of  late 
has  been  extremely  wet.  Yesterday  it  rained  se- 
verely the  whole  afternoon,  which  distressed  our  peo- 
ple much,  not  having  a  sufficiency  of  tents  to  cover 
them,  and  what  we  have  not  got  over  yet  I  am  in 
hopes  they  will  all  Ixt  got  to-day,  and  that  they  will 
be  more  comfortably  provided  for,  though  the  great 
scarcity  of  these  articles  distresses  us  beyond  measure, 
not  having  any  thing  like  a  sufficient  number  to  pro- 


'  I'rinted   in  Sparks"  edition,  iv.,  513, 
Iteaieil  in  Field.  Bnttit  &/ Long  ItinnH. 


'I'he  history  af  this  bailie  b  fully 
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tect  our  people  from  the  inclemency  o£  the  weather ; 
which  has  occasioned  much  sickness,  and  the  men  to 
be  almost  broke  down.'     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


To    THK    l-RKSIDKNT  OF  CONc;RESS. 

New  York,  31  Angutt,  1776. 

Sir, 

Inclination  as  well  as  duty  would  have  induced  me 
to  give  Congress  the  earliest  information   of  my  re- 

'  In  ttldilion  to  the  forces  on  the  Nlaml  m  the  lime  of  the  ■ciion,  Gencnl 
Mifflin  had  come  ilown  from  Hort  Wa^hinfon  with  Sbee*s,  Msgaw's,  and 
(ilovcr''  regimenti,  minouoting  tn  alitnit  ihirtecn  hundred  men,  who  had  pm.i»ed 
over  10  Brooklyn  on  the  z8ih,  wiihnui  lontK. 

'  Read  in  Conjjres*  Aii|;uu  jtwb. 

"  Voiir  favur  of  ttiiis  dale  is  ju>t  cxjiue  lu  hautl.  CircuinManced  ax  ihU  anny 
was,  in  respect  10  ^iiuaiion  and  Mrensih,  &c  it  wile  the  unanimous  advice  o(  a 
council  o(  general  officen  10  give  u|)  Long  I&land,  and  not,  by  divitting  our 
(urtc,  be  unabk  lo  resi!>t  ihe  enemy  in  any  one  point  ul  atlnck.  This  reason. 
Aiided  In  «imc  olhcn,  pnrticulatty  the  fear  of  having  our  com  mimical  ion  tut 
off  from  ihe  main,  of  whi<.h  Ihcic  seemed  lo  be  no  entail  prob«hihly,  and  the 
extreme  fatiuue  our  troKi>»  were  InjJ  under,  in  |[uardin)(  t^uvh  extensive  lines 
without  proper  abelter  ftoxi  the  iveathcr,  induced  the  alxi^-e  rcHoluiion.  It  it 
the  most  difficult  thing  in  the  wortd.  Sir.  to  know  in  what  manner  to  conduct 
ouc't  telf  with  respect  to  the  niltltla.  If  ynu  do  not  begin,  many  dayn  before 
Ihcy  urc  witnled,  to  raise  them,  you  cannol  have  ihcni  in  time ;  if  yod  do.  they 
get  tiretl  and  return,  bcnidci  lieinjt  under  but  very  little  ordci  or  govenimcnl 
wtiil«l  in  Kcrvicc.  MowcrtT.  i(  the  enemy  have  a  ilc»igii  of  'urrving  u»  at  thii> 
place,  u>  «re  apprehend  ihuy  meant  10  ilo  on  Long  litland,  it  might  out  bt;  im- 
proper to  liave  a  body  in  readiness  to  ).<revent  or  leinid  a  landing;  of  them  on 
the  east  of  Haerletn  River,  if  uecil  be.  In  haste,  and  not  a  little  faii^ad,  I 
am." — Watkingtaii  i»i  ihi  PresuUitl  •>/  tkt  New  Ver*  L'^HWHtiim.  ja  Aagu», 
1776.  The  reatont  given  by  Ihc  Committee  of  Safety  for  not  calling  out 
Ihe  militia  in  Ihc  counties  near  New  York  arc  given  in  Force,  Amtritan 
ArthivfM,  Fifth  Serici,  ii.,  660.  661. 

"  The  consiani  tiring  in  the  Camp,  iiulM*ith»(anding  repealed  orden  to  the 
cvnlrary.  a  very  ^candalouii.  and  ^ieldoin  a  day  poises,  bni  vome  pervpns  are 
shot  by  their  friends.  Once  more  therefore  the  General  entreats  the  officers  to 
prevent  it.  and  calU  upon  the  Soldiers  lo  (orheai  ihi^  piacii^c  i*icces  thai 
■Ditntit  be  drawn,  arc  to  be  discharged  in  a  Volley,  at  Retreat  Beating  and  not 
otherwise,  and  then  by  command  of  the  officer. "—Orrfrr/v  J?miJ',  30  August,  1776. 
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moval.  and  that  of  the  troops,  from  Long  Island 
and  its  dependencies,  to  this  city  the  night  before 
last ;  but  the  extreme  fatigue,  which  myself  and  fam- 
ily have  undergone,  as  much  from  the  weather  since, 
as  the  engagement  on  the  27th,  rendered  me  and 
them  entirely  unfit  to  take  pen  in  hand.  Since  Mon- 
day, scarce  any  of  us  have  been  out  of  the  lines  till 
our  passage  across  the  East  River  was  effected  yes- 
terday morning  ;  and,  for  forty-eight  hours  preceding 
that,  I  had  hardly  been  off  my  horse,  and  never 
closed  my  eyes;  so  that  I  was  ([uite  unfit  to  write  or 
dictate  till  this  morning. 

Our  retreat  was  made  without  any  loss  of  men  or 
ammunition,  and  in  better  order  than  I  expected 
from  troops  in  the  situation  ours  were.  We  brought 
off  all  our  cannon  and  stores,  except  a  few  heavy 
pieces,  which,  in  the  condition  the  earth  was,  by  a 
long  continued  rain,  we  found  upon  trial  impracti- 
cable ;  tlie  wheels  of  the  carriages  sinking  up  to  the 
hobs  rendered  it  impossible  for  our  whole  force  to 
drag  them.  We  left  but  little  provisions  on  the 
island,  except  some  cattle,  which  had  been  driven 
within  our  lines,  and  which  after  many  attempts  to 
force  across  the  water,  we  found  it  impossible  to 
effect,  circumstanced  as  we  were.  I  have  enclosed 
a  copy  of  the  council  of  war  held  previous  to  the  re- 
treat, to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Congress  for  the 
reasons,  or  many  of  them,  that  led  to  the  adoption 
of  that  measure.'     Yesterday  evening  and  last  night« 

'  At  a  council  uf  wnrhelJ  agtli  Augutt,  it  wrs  uiunimously  agreed  to  remove 
the  amy  to  New  York,  for  the  following  reasons : — 


: 


a  party  of  our  men  were  employed  in  bringing  our 
stores,  cannon,  and  tents,  from  Governor's  Island, 
which  they  nearly  completed.  Some  of  the  heavy 
cannon  remain  rhere  still,  but  I  expect  they  will  be 
got  away  to-day. 

In  the  engagement  on  the  27th,  Generals  Sullivan 
and  Stirling  were  made  prisoners.     The  former  has 

l«t.  U«c.-iUMr  our  advanced  party  biwl  mei  with  a  defoat,  &  the  road  wts 
Io«t,  when:  we  exiiecli-il  (u  mtike  n  priiicijiol  slancl. 

3T](I.  The  [^Tcal  lo%  sustained  in  ihc  Dcnih  or  Captivity  of  several  valuable 
OAcen  anil  llieir  Batlalionii,  or  a  large  part  or  them,  has  occanioned  greoi 
conliiMnn  and  dLVourDgtrment  nmong  the  Troop*. 

31x1,  The  iteovy  rains  whidi  fell  Iww  day«  and  iii((hlk  with  but  t.itl1«  Inler- 
mlnion  have  injured  ihc  Arnih  nod  »]>i>iled  a  ^tKal  part  of  the  AmiDunilton, 
amd  the  Soldiery  bcioc  without  Cover  and  obliged  to  lay  in  the  Linex,  now 
woni  out,  and  It  vras  la  he  feartd  would  not  be  retained  in  them  by  any  order. 

41b.  From  the  Time  Ihc  Kncmy  moved  from  Flaibu^b,  several  lar^e  ship* 
!tad  sllciupleil  to  get  up  as  aupptracd  intu  the  East  River  lu  l-uI  aB  our  Com- 
municaiion  by  which  the  whole  Army  would  have  bccti  dnlroycd.  Uut  Ihe 
wind  being  N,  E.  could  not  vfTect  It. 

Slh.  Upon  (,-oniiultinE  nilb  pcisunfi  of  knuwledge  of  the  tlarbor.  they  were 
of  opinion  that  mall  ihipMnigbt  come  t)ctwccn  Long  Island  and  (tavlMTlof^ 
Island  where  (here  are  no  ob»truclions  and  which  wonld  cut  flil  Ihc  contmuni. 
cation  efTcctualiy,  and  who  were  also  of  opinion  Ihc  IIulk>  !>nak,  between 
iiovemnr's  lal.-ind,  and  Ihe  Ctty  of  New  Votk,  were  no  lufficicnt  secnrity  for 
ob»trui:tine  that  p*vs3ige. 

6lh.  Tbo  uui  Lines  were  furtified  with  some  »troni;  Redoubts,  yet  a  great  pan 
of  Ihcm  werewcftk  l>ein)*  only  abbalticd  with  Buth,  and  affording  no  strong 
cover,  sii  Ihal  tht're  was  reason  lo  apprehend  they  could  be  (otccd,  which  would 
have  pui  our  Troiips  in  onfiuinn,  and  having  no  retreat,  they  must  have  lieen 
cut  to  pieces,  or  made  prisoners. 

7th.  The  divided  stale  of  the  Troops  rendered  our  defence  very  proearioiui, 
and  the  duty  of  defending  lung  and  cxlennive  line*,  al  «o  many  difTerent  places, 
without  proper  conveniences  and  cover  so  very  ftiignin);,  that  the  troops  have 
become  dispirited  by  their  facetsant  duty  and  walcMng. 

Stb.  Because  the  Enemy  hoa  sent  several  ships  of  war  into  the  sound,  to  a 
pUce  called  f1ll^hing  bay,  and  from  the  information  received,  thai  a  part  ol 
their  troops,  were  moving  across  long  island,  thai  way,  there  wa»  reason  to 
apprehend,  cbey  meant  tu  pou  over  land,  and  form  nn  iriiampmeul  above 
King's  bridge  in  ottlcr  lo  cut  off,  and  prevent  all  communication  between  onr 
army  und  the  country  beyond  Ihem  or  to  get  in  our  rear. 


been  permitted,  on  his  parole,  to  return  for  a  little 
time.  From  my  Lord  Stirling  I  had  a  letter  by- 
General  Sullivan,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit,  that  contains  his  information  of  the  en- 
gagement with  his  brigade.  It  is  not  so  full  and  cer- 
tain as  I  could  wish  ;  he  was  hnrried  most  probably, 
as  his  letter  was  unfinished;  nor  have  I  been  yet 
able  to  obtain  an  exact  account  of  our  loss  ;  we  sup- 
pose it  from  seven  hundred  to  a  thousand  killed  and 
taken.'  General  Sullivan  says  Lord  Howe  is  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  seeing  some  of  the  members  of 
Congress  ;  for  which  purpose  he  was  allowed  to  come 
out,  and  to  communicate  to  them  what  has  passed 
between  him  and  his  lordship.  I  have  consented  to 
his  going  to  Philadelphia,  as  I  do  not  mean,  or  con- 
ceive it  right,  to  withhold  or  prevent  him  from  giving 
such  information  as  he  possesses  in  this  instance.  I 
am  much  hurried  and  engaged  in  arranging  and  mak- 
ing new  dispositions  of  our  forces;  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  requiring  them  to  be  immediately  had  ; 
and  therefore  I  have  only  time  to  add,  that  I  am, 
with  my  best  regards  to  Congress,  &c.' 

'According  In  (Jcncral  llowc'n  return  of  Ihc  Aincrican  priiMicn  taken  oa 
Long  Island,  Ihe  whulc  numlicr  m noun  led  to  one  tfaoiuand  and  wenty-six. 
This  lilt  includea  General  WnodbuU,  and  the  milittn  undrr  hiio,  probably 
abcui  two  himdrcd,  wbo  wrrc  not  ir  the  action,  but  were  taken  afterwards  ai 
Jamaica.  The  British  loss,  as  stated  by  General  Huwe,  wu  ninely-four  killed 
and  mUkint;.  and  iwi>  liundrvd  and  eighly-thrcc  woandcd.  In  neariy  all  the 
««ouTits  of  ihc  action,  WoodhoU  has  been  erroneously  written  Udell. 

'  Read  in  Congresn  September  2iid. 

"  Both  ofRcert  nnd  soldiers  arc  informed  that  the  Retreat  from  Long  Island 
wai  made  by  the  tininimoui  ndvice  of  all  the  C«iieril  ufljccrv,  not  from  any 
doubu  of  the  Spirit  of  the  trw;pt>,  but  because  they  found  the  croups  very  much 
btigutd  with  hard  duty  and  divided  into  nvan^  dctachmenta,  while  ihc  Enemy 
had  their  main  body  on  the  lilatid,  and  capalile  of  receiving  aiisistancc  from  the 


TO    MAJOR-OENBRAL    HEATH. 

NrW  Vokk,  I  Seplcmbcr,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  this  date,  and  intend  this 
evening  to  go  to  Haerlem  and  see  whether  the  situa- 
tion of  things  will  admit  of  the  several  detachments 
and  dispositions  you  mention,  so  that  everj'  place 
necessary  to  be  maintained  should  have  measures 
taken  for  their  defence.  I  should  suppose  that 
Hutchinson's  regiment,  and  the  three  hundred  men 
you  say  are  at  Mount  Washington,  will  do  to  gar- 
rison it  for  the  present,  and  will  be  cq^ual  to  any  force 
that  will  be  brought  against  it,  if  they  keep  a  good 
look-out  and  do  not  suflTer  a  surprise.  This  you  must 
strongly  press  upon  them  to  giiard  against. — 

As  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  gain  intelligence 
of  the  enemy's  designs,  and  of  their  intended  opera- 
tions, I  cannot  but  recommend  your  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  that  you  will  Concert  some  measures 
with  General  Clinton  for  establishing  a  Channel  of 

Sfaipping.  In  these  circumttance*  it  w«*  ihnughi  oii'aIc  lo  tianGport  the  whole 
of  KO  Army  on  an  Iiland,  or  to  en|i&(;<:  them  with  a  part,  anil  theTcfore  unequal 
nutnben:  t^hcrea*  now.  one  whole  Annv  i*  tvUcitcd  logetKei,  wilhoul  water 
inlervening,  while  the  Enciny  can  receive  little  asii&tancc  from  their  ships ; 
their  Army  t&  and  ttLuU  be  divided  intfi  mnh)  Imdiu,  and  faii|;ued  with  keeping 
lip  a  com  muni  tat  ion  with  their  *hip» ;  whiTenii  owr>  i»  connected  and  can  act 
together;  ihey  mu^t  cfTcL't  a  landing,  under  ku  luaii)  diKadvunia^ci.  that  if  olji- 
ccn  and  iu>ldier>  aie  vi)[i!anl,  and  alert,  tu  prevent  inrpriiie,  and  add  *pirit 
when  Ihcy  approach,  then  ih  nu  doubt  ol  our  mccaak 

"  The  General  bape^  the  several  officen,  both  superior  and  inferior,  will  now 
exen,  themGclve*.  and  glorioutly  dctcnninc  to  eonqner,  or  die— From  the  jus- 
tice of  o«r  cause— the  sitnation  o(  the  harbor,  and  the  bravery  of  her  ions, 
Atneriea  can  Anly  expect  lucceu.  Now  in  the  time  fur  every  man  to  exert  huii> 
sc-K.and  make  our  Connlry  glotiout,  ui  it  will  tKcomccoDtemptablc."— 'Ort/crid' 
So^A,  31  Auguhl,  1776. 
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information.  1  apprehend  that  his  general  acquaint- 
ance with  most  of  the  people  in  the  colony  will  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  fixing  upon  suitable  persons, 
and  in  whom  a  confidence  maybe  reposed,  to  embark 
in  tills  business,  and  who,  from  their  connections  on 
the  island  and  the  assistance  of  their  friends  there, 
might  obtain  frequent  accounts  that  would  be  useful 
and  of  great  advantage,  Perhaps  some  might  begot 
who  arc  really  Tories,  for  a  reasonable  reward,  to 
undertake  it.  Those  who  are  friends  would  be  pre- 
ferable, if  they  could  manage  it  as  well.  I  will  not 
add  more  upon  the  subject,  but  heartily  wish  you  and 
General  Clinton  could  fall  upon  some  mode  to  carry 
into  execution  a  Scheme  of  this  Sort. 

We  are  in  extreme  want  here  of  a  number  of 
horses  and  teams  to  transport  baggage  &c.,  from 
place  to  place,  and  therefore  have  enclosed  a  war- 
rant authorizing  you,  or  any  substituted  by  you  to 
impress  them.  If  they  can  be  procured  immediately 
by  hiring,  it  would  be  better  ;  but  if  not,  I  beg  you 
will  take  the  most  early  means  to  send  them  down 
by  impressing  them.  They  must  be  had  at  all 
events. 

If  there  is  a  possibility  of  procuring  boats  for  the 
Haeriem  River,  it  shall  be  done,     I  am,  Sir. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  Vowt.  a  September,  1776. 

Sir, 

As  my  intelligence  of  late  has  been  rather  unfavor- 
able, and  would  be  received  with  anxiety  and  concern, 
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peculiarly  happy  should  [  esteem  myself,  were  it  in 
my  power  at  (his  time  to  transmit  such  information 
to  Congress,  as  would  be  more  pleasing  and  agree- 
able to  their  wishes;  but,  unfortunately  for  me,  un- 
fortunately for  ihem,  it  is  not.  Our  situation  is  truly 
distressing.  The  check  our  detachment  sustained  on 
the  27th  ultimo  has  dispirited  too  great  a  proportion 
of  our  troops,  and  filled  their  minds  with  apprehen- 
sion and  despair.  The  militia,  instead  of  calling 
forth  their  utmost  efforts  to  a  brave  and  manly  oppo- 
sition in  order  to  repair  our  losses,  are  dismayed,  in- 
tractable, and  impatient  to  return.  Great  numbers 
of  them  have  gone  off;  in  some  instances,  almost  by 
whole  regiments,  by  half  ones,  and  by  companies  at  a 
time..  This  circumstance,  of  itself,  independent  of 
others,  when  fronted  by  a  well-appointed  enemy 
superior  in  number  to  our  whole  collected  force, 
would  be  sufficiently  disagreeable ;  but.  when  their 
example  has  infected  another  part  of  the  army,  when 
their  want  of  discipline,  and  refusal  of  almost  every 
kind  of  restraint  and  government,  have  produced  a 
like  conduct  but  too  common  to  the  whole,  and  an 
entire  disregard  of  that  order  and  subordination 
necessary  to  the  well-doing  of  an  army,  and  which 
had  been  inculcated  before,  as  well  as  the  nature  of 
our  military  establishment  would  admit  of, — our  con- 
dition is  still  more  alarming  ;  and,  with  the  deepest 
concern,  I  am  obliged  to  confess  my  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  generality  of  the  troops. 

All  these  circumstances  fully  confirm  the  opinion  I 
ever  entertained,  and  which  I   more  than  once  in  my 
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letters  took  the  liberty  of  mentioninjj  to  Congress, 
that  no  dependence  could  be  put  in  a  militia,  or  other 
troops  than  those  enUsted  and  embodied  for  a  longer 
period  than  our  regulations  lierotofore  have  pre- 
scribed. I  am  persuaded,  and  as  fully  convinced  as  I 
am  of  any  one  fact  that  has  happened,  that  our  liber- 
ties must  of  necessity  be  greatly  hazarded,  if  not  en- 
tirely lost,  if  their  defence  is  left  to  any  but  a, perma- 
nent standing  army  ;  I  mean,  one  to  exist  during  the 
war.  Nor  would  the  expense,  incident  to  the  sirpport 
of  such  a  body  of  troops,  as  would  be  competent  to 
almost  every  exigency,  far  exceed  that,  which  is  daily 
incurred  by  calling  In  succor,  and  new  enlistments, 
which,  when  effected,  are  not  attended  with  any  good 
consequences.  Men.  who  have  been  free  and  subject 
to  no  control,  cannot  be  reduced  to  order  in  an 
instant ;  and  the  privileges  and  exemptions,  they 
claim  and  will  have,  influence  the  conduct  of  others; 
and  the  aid  derived  from  them  is  nearly  counter- 
balanced by  the  disorder,  irregularity,  and  confusion 
they  occasion. 

I  cannot  find  that  the  bounty  of  ten  dollars  is  likely 
to  produce  the  desired  effect.  When  men  can  get 
double  that  sum  to  engage  for  a  month  or  two  in  the 
militia,  and  that  militia  frequently  called  out,  it  is 
hardly  to  be  expected.  The  addition  of  land  might 
have  a  considerable  inHuence  on  a  permanent  enlist- 
ment' Our  number  of  men  at  present  fit  for  duty  is 
under  twenty  thousand  ;  they  were  so  by  the  last 
returns  and  best  accounts  I  could  get  after  the  engage- 

I  J»mnMU  of  C*ngrta^  36  Aucut ;  16  September ;  B  Octotter.  1776. 
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menC  on  Long  Island  ;  since  which,  numbers  have 
deserted.  I  have  ordered  General  Mercer  to  send 
the  men  intended  for  the  Flying  Camp  to  this  place, 
about  a  thousand  in  number,  and  to  try  with  the 
militia,  if  practicable,  to  make  a  diversion  upon 
Staten  Island.  Till  of  late,  I  had  no  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  of  defending  this  place  ;  nor  should  I  have 
yet,  if  the  men  would  do  their  duty ;  but  this  I 
despair  of.  It  is  painful,  and  extremely  grating  to 
me,  to  give  such  unfavorable  accounts;  but  it  would 
be  criminal  to  conceal  the  truth  at  so  critical  a  junc- 
ture. Every  power  I  possess  shall  be  exerted  to  serve 
the  cause;  and  my  first  wish  is,  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  event,  the  Congress  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
think  so. 

If  wc  should  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  town, 
ought  it  to  stand  as  winter-quarters  for  the  enemy  ? 
They  would  derive  great  conveniences  from  it  on 
the  one  hand  ;  and  much  property  would  be  destroyed 
on  the  other.  It  is  an  important  question,  but  will 
admit  of  but  little  time  for  deliberation.  At  present, 
I  dare  say  the  enemy  mean  to  preserve  it,  if  they 
can.  If  Congress,  therefore,  should  resolve  upon 
the  destniction  of  it,  the  resolution  should  be  a  pro- 
foimd  secret,  as  the  knowledge  of  it  will  make  a 
change  in  their  plans.'     I  have  &c. 

*  Prompt  aclion  wut  lAken  ott  thU  letter  ;  Eor  it  wu  received  by  Congrcu  on 
the  3d,  xt  otux  oonudercd  in  cotniuillce  o(  Lhc  wliolc  CuD{;ieis.  and  ruolutinnn 
(r«mci)  and  Adopted  for  rcinforcin)^  Wothingtan  by  thtcc  batlnliont  frota  Vjt- 
ginla.  two  from  North  CoLTDlinai.  one  Irom  Khodc  Island:  while  ihe  stai<^ 
north  of  Virfpnia  were  urged  10  icnd  all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  lhc  amiy  at 
Nc«'  Vork.  It  was  al<M  rcsolvcti,  that  (jcncral  Wn^hingtoii  be  aequaJnted, 
that  CfingKM  would  hate  special  care  taken,  in  ca*c  he  ibmild   tind  it  ncc»- 
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TO    BRIGADIBR'OENERAl.   MERCER. 

Nkw  Vork,  3  September,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

From  the  present  complexion  of  our  affairs,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  of  the  utmost  importance  and  that  the 
most  salutary  consequences  may  result  from  ourhaving 
a  strong  encampment  at  the  post  on  the  jersey  side  of 
the  North  River,  opposite  to  Mount  Washington,  on 
this  island.  I  therefore  think  it  advisable,  and  highly 
necessary,  that  you  detach  such  a  force  from  Amboy 
and  its  dependencies  under  the  command  of  an  officer 
of  note,  authority,  and  influence,  with  a  skilful  engi- 
neer to  lay  out  such  additional  works,  as  may  be 
judged  essential  and  proper,  and  the  situation  of  the 
ground  will  admit  of.  They  should  be  begun  and 
carried  on  with  all  possible  diligence  and  despatch. 

It  will  be  necessary,  that  a  considerable  quantity  of 
provision  should  be  collected  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  camp  ;  and  for  this  purpose  1  wish 
you  to  have  proper  measures  adopted  to  procure  it, 
and  have  it  deposited  there  and  at  places  of  security 
not  far  distant.  As  the  Continental  officers  now  at 
this  post  will  take  rank  and  the  command,  probably, 
of  any  one  you  niiay  send,  unless  he  should  be  a  gen- 
eral officer,  I  think  and  wish,  if  you  have  one  that 
possibly  can  be  -spared,  and  in  whose  judgment,  ac- 
tivity, and  fortitude  you  can  rely,  that  he  may  be 
appointed  to  the  command,  rather  tlian  an  officer 
of  inferior  rank.     1  am,  &c.' 

aary  lo  (jiiit  New  York,  that  do  damage  be  done  to  the  nid  dlj  by  his  troops 

on  Ibcir  leaving  it;  LhcCon|;Te«s  having  no  duubtof  ihcir  being  able  to  recover 
the  !>amc,  chongti  the  ciicDiy  iliould  (oi  a  time  cblaiit  poucM^on  of  it." 
'  "  Some  instance  of  iafatngiis  Cowardice,  nnd  some  of  scandalous  plunder. 
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TO   COLONEL   FISHER   GAY. 

Nbw  VOBX,  4  September,  1776. 

Sir, 

Whether  you  do  not  get  the  General  Orders  with 
that  regularity  which  is  to  be  wished,  or  whether 
(which  is  hard  to  suppose)  you  do  not  attend  to  them, 
I  will  not  undertake  to  determine  ;  but  it  is  a  melan- 
choly truth  that  returns  essentially  necessary  for  the 
commanding  officer  to  govern  himself  by,  and  which 

and  Riot,  tt&viog  lately  appenred,  ibe  Gcneni  u  lewlvcii,  to  bring  the  oflend- 
en  to  exeropljuy  panUhcnenl,  llie  notion  which  keeint  tuu  niuct)  to  prcv&i],  of 
laytn):  hotd  of  properi)'.  not  under  immediftte  Cftrc.  or  gnsnt,  in  uiterlj'  desliuc- 
tire  of  all  HoncMj,  nr  good  Order,  and  will  prove  Ibe  rain  of  any  Anny, 
when  it  prevails.  It  is  iherefoie  hoped  the  Olficcrv  will  exert  thetnwlve!i  to 
jiut  «  Mop  to  il  on  all  future  occasion!!.  If  Ihcy  do  not,  e'er  long  Denth  will 
be  the  parliun  of  some  of  the  tilTendeni. 

"  The  General  ho)ie«  the  ju»tirc  of  (lie  cautc  Jn  which  they  arc  engaged, 
ihe  necewity  and  impoTtance  of  defendinj;  ihl*  Country,  prewfving  it*  Liber- 
ties, and  warding  oA  tb«  destruction,  meditated  against  it,  will  inspire  every 
mnn  with  FlrmneM,  and  Resuluiion,  in  lime  of  action,  which  in  now  approach- 
inc — I^vet  remembcfing  that  upon  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  nnd  [h«  hraverjr  of 
the  men,  our  Country  only  can  be  Muved." — Orderly  B&ot,  3  September,  1776. 

"  Onr  affain  have  not  undergone  a  change  for  the  better,  noraHumed  a  more 
agreeable  aapect  than  heretofore.  The  militia  under  various  pretence*  are 
daily  diminishing  :  ami  in  a  little  time,  I  ain  persuaded,  their  numtier  will  be 
very  iDconndenblc.  On  Monday  night  a  foriy-gnn  ship  passed  up  the  Sound 
between  Covcmnr's  and  Long  Island,  and  Anchored  in  Turtle  Day.  In  her 
passage  she  rcceiveil  a  discha^e  of  cannon  from  nur  batteries,  bnl  without  any 
damage  ;  and.  having  a  favorable  wind  and  tide,  Mxin  got  out  of  their  rc:iich. 
Vesterday  morning  1  despatched  Major  Cmne  of  the  artillery,  with  two 
lwelv*-potinders  and  a  howiuur,  to  annoy  her,  who,  hulling  her  seretal  limes, 
forced  her  frotn  that  i>tatIon,  and  to  iake  shelter  behind  nn  inland,  where  she 
itill  eoatiaues.  There  ore  acveral  other  sbi|>«  of  war  in  the  Sound,  with  a 
good  many  transports  nr  slotc-ships,  which  came  round  Long  Island,  so  that 
thai  comnunirfliion  is  cntirtily  cut  (»fl.  The  Admiral,  with  the  main  body  of 
the  fleet,  is  clo»e  in  with  Governor's  Islan(L  Judging  il  cipedient  In  guard 
against  every  contingency,  a»  far  as  our  peculiar  situation  will  admit,  and  that 
we  may  have  revoun.-es  left  if  oUiged  to  abandoti  thit  place,  I  have  sent  away 
and  am  removing  above  Kingsbridge.  all  out  storca  thai  arc  unnecessary,  and 
that  will  not  be  Iminediaiely  wanted." —  WaskingtoH  la  CaHgrvti,  4  Sepumber, 
1776- 
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might  be  made  in  an  hour  after  they  are  called  for, 
where  care  and  order  are  observed,  are  obtained  with 
so  much  difficulty.  Nor  can  1  help  regretting,  that 
not  only  regular  returns,  but  that  orders,  in  instances 
equally  important,  should  be  so  little  attended  to.  I 
therefore  address  myself  to  you  in  this  manner,  re- 
questing in  express  and  peremptory-  terras,  that  you 
do  without  delay  make  out  and  return  to  the  Adju- 
tant General's  office  immediately  an  exact  state  of  the 
regiment  or  corps  under  your  command,  and  that  the 
like  return  be  given  in  every  Saturday,  at  orderly 
time,  without  fail. 

I  also  desire,  in  terms  equally  express,  that  you  do 
not  suffer  the  men  of  your  corps  to  straggle  from  their 
quarters,  or  be  absent  from  camp  without  leave, 
and  even  then  but  a  few  at  a  time.  Your  own  repu- 
tation, the  safety  of  the  army,  and  the  good  of  the 
cause,  depend,  under  God,  upon  our  vigilance  and 
readiness  to  oppose  a  crafty  and  enterprising  enemy, 
who  are  always  upon  the  watch  to  take  advantages. 
To  prevent  straggling,  let  your  rolls  be  called  over 
three  times  a  day,  and  the  delinquents  punished.'  I 
have  one  thing  more  to  urge,  and  that  is,  that  every 
attempt  of  the  men  to  plunder  houses,  orchards,  gar- 

I  "  Ii  itwithanuuflmcnt  andconccTn,thcGcnenilfind&,  Uial  the  men  of  evuy 
rt^tiuent,  are  buffered  lo  b^;  constmicly  rambling  about,  kiid  ai  such  dUuiDcn 
Xram  their  respective  quarlcn.  and  eiic&mpmcnu,  as  not  to  be  able,  to  oppuc 
(he  enemf  in  any  sudden  approach.  He.  therefore,  nol  only  CDmmuidn.  hut 
most  eamcutly  exhorts  the  (.olontl*.  .ind  Commniiding  OflScer*  of  Corps,  u 
they  value  their  own  re  pit  la  lion,  the  ^.ifcly  o(  (lie  Army,  and  Ihc  |[c>od  of  tlie 
cau^e,  IQ  put  an  iinmeOiale  and  ■;[fei:tii.il  ttop,  to  such  an  unsoldierlike  and 
daiiKcrouB  pmLticc :  as  one  step  towards  the  acvompUEhmcDt  o(  which,  he 
orden  and  direcii^  (hat  all  Ihow  who  shall  lie  absent  withoiit  leave  be  immedi- 
ately punished.  " — Orderly  H«fit,  4  September,  177*1. 


dens,  &c,  be  Jiscouraged,  not  only  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  property  and  sake  of  good  order,  but  for  the 
prevention  of  those  fatal  consequences  which  usually 
follow  such  diabolical  practices.  In  short.  Sir,  at  a 
time  when  every  thing  is  at  stake,  it  behoves  every 
man  to  exert  himself.  It  will  not  do  for  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a  regiment  to  content  himself  with 
barely  giving  orders  ;  he  should  see  (at  least  know) 
they  are  executed.  He  should  call  his  men  out  fre- 
quently, and  endeavor  to  impress  them. with  a  just 
sense  of  their  duty,  and  how  much  depends  upon 
subordination  and  discipline. 

Let  me,  therefore,  not  only  command,  but  exhort 
you  and  your  officers,  as  you  regard  your  reputation, 
your  country-,  and  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom  in 
which  you  are  engaged,  to  manly  and  vigorous  exer- 
tions at  this  time,  each  striving  to  excel  the  other  in 
the  respective  duties  of  his  department.  I  trust  it  is 
unnecess;iry  for  me  to  add  further,  and  that  these  and 
all  other  articles  of  your  duty  you  will  execute  with  a 
spirit  and  punctuality  becoming  your  station.  I  am, 
&c. 


TO    TlIK    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Nrw  York,  6  September,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  3d, 
with  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress  ;  and  perceiving 
it  to  be  their  opinion  and  determination,  that  no  dam- 
age shall  be  done  to  the  city  in  case  we  are  obliged 
to  abandon  it,  I  shall  take  everj^  measure  in  my  power 
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to  prevent  it.  Since  my  letter  of  the  4th,  nothing 
very  material  has  occurred,  unless  it  is  that  the  fleet 
seem  to  be  drawing  more  together,  and  all  getting 
close  in  with  Governor's  Island.  Their  designs  we 
cannot  learn  ;  nor  have  we  been  able  to  procure  the 
least  information  of  late,  of  any  of  their  plans  or 
intended  operations. 

As  the  enemy's  movements  are  very  diflferent  from 
what  we  expected,  and,  from  their  large  encampments 
a  considerable  distance  up  the  Sound,  there  Is  reason 
to  believe  they  intend  to  make  a  landing  above  or  be- 
low Kingsbridge,  and  thereby  to  hem  in  our  army, 
and  cut  off  the  communication  with  the  country,  I 
mean  to  call  a  council  of  general  officers  to-day  or 
to-morrow,  and  endeavor  to  digest  and  fix  upon  some 
regular  and  certain  system  of  conduct  to  be  pursued 
in  order  to  baffle  their  efforts  and  counteract  their 
schemes  ;  and  also  to  determine  on  the  expediency  of 
evacuating  or  attempting  to  maintain  the  city  and  the 
several  posts  on  this  island.  The  result  of  their 
opinion  and  deliberations  I  shall  advise  Congress  by 
the  earliest  opportunity,  which  will  be  by  express. 
having  it  not  in  my  power  to  communicate  any  intel- 
ligence by  post,  as  the  office  is  removed  to  so  great  a 
distance,  and  entirely  out  of  the  way.' 

I  have  enclosed  a  list  of  the  officers,  who  are  prison- 
ers, and  from  whom  letters  have  been  received  by  a 
flag.  We  know  there  are  others  not  included  in  the 
list.  General  Sullivan  having  informed  me,  that 
General  Howe  was  willing  that  an  exchange  of  him 

'  The  po«t4ifiicc  htd  bnn  mnomd  up  the  Hudson  River  to  Dobb^  Fcnjr. 
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for  General  Prescott  should  take  place,  it  will  be 
proper  to  send  General  Prescott  immediately,  that  it 
may  be  effected 

As  the  militia  regiments  in  all  probability  will  be 
impatient  to  return,  and  become  pressing  for  their 
pay,  I  shall  be  glad  of  the  direction  of  Congress, 
whether  they  are  to  receive  it  here  or  from  the  Con- 
ventions or  Assemblies  of  the  respective  States  to 
which  they  belong.  On  the  one  hand,  the  settlement 
of  their  abstracts  will  be  attended  with  trouble  and 
difficulty ;  on  the  other,  they  will  go  away  much  bet- 
ter satisfied,  and  be  more  ready  to  give  their  atd  in 
future,  if  they  are  paid  before  their  departure.  Before 
I  conclude,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to 
Congress  the  great  distress  we  are  in  for  want  of 
money.  Two  months'  pay  (and  more  to  some  bat- 
talions) is  now  due  to  the  troops  here,  without  any 
thing  in  the  military  chest  to  satisfy  it  This  occa- 
sions much  dissatisfaction,  and  almost  a  general 
uneasiness.  Not  a  day  passes  without  complaints, 
and  the  most  Importunate  and  urgent  demands,  on 
this  head.  As  it  may  injure  the  service  greatly,  and 
the  want  of  a  regular  supply  of  cash  produce  conse- 
quences of  the  most  fatal  tendency,  I  entreat  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  this  subject,  and  that  we  may 
be  provided  as  soon  as  can  be  with  a  sum  equal  to 
every  present  claim. 

I  have  wrote  to  General  Howe,  proposing  an  ex- 
change of  General  McDonald  for  Lord  Stirling,'  and 


'  GenenU  Donald  McDonald  had  been  captured  by  Colonel  Cnswdl.  (hr  day 
ftftCT  ihe  octiun  of  Mooic's  Creek  Bridge,  in  NorCli  C«rolin«.  February  37lh. 
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shall  be  extremely  happy  to  obtain  it,  as  well  as  that 
of  General  Prescott,  being  greatly  in  want  of  them, 
and  under  the  necessity  of  appointing, /rt?  tempore, 
some  of  the  colonels  to  command  brigades. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 
P.  S.  As  two  regiments  from  N.  Carolina  and  3 
regiments  more  from  Virginia  are  ordered  here,  if 
they  could  embark  at  Norfolk,  &c..  and  come  up  the 
Bay  with  security,  it  would  expedite  their  arrival,  and 
prevent  the  men  from  a  long  fatiguing  march.  This, 
however,  should  not  be  attempted  if  the  enemy  have 
Vessels  in  the  Bay.  and  which  might  probably  inter- 
cept 'em.' 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

New  Vokk.  6  September.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  and  am  extremely  obliged  by  the  measures 
you  are  taking,  in  consequence  of  my  recommendatory 
letter.  The  exertions  of  Connecticut  upon  this,  as 
well  as  upon  everj*  other  occasion,  do  great  honor, 
and  I  hope  will  be  attended  with  successful  and  happy 
consequences.  In  respect  to  the  mode  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued  by  the  troops,  that  go  over  to  the  island, 
I  cannot  lay  down  any  certain  rule ;  it  must  be  formed 
and  governed  by  circumstances,  and  the  direction  of 
those  who  command  them. 

I  should  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  transmit- 
ting to  you  an  account  of  the  engagement  between  a 


>  Read  in  Congress  September  9lh.     Retened  lo  the  BoanI  of  W«r. 


detachment  of  our  troops  and  the  enemy  on  Long 
Island  on  the  27(h,  and  of  our  retreat  from  thence, 
before  now.  had  it  not  been  for  the  multiplicity  of 
business  I  have  been  involved  in  ever  since;  and, 
being  still  engaged,  1  cannot  enter  upon  a  minute  and 
particular  detail  of  the  affair.  I  shall  only  add,  there- 
fore, that  we  lost.  In  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
from  seven  hundred  to  one  thousand  men.  Among 
the  prisoners  are  General  SulHvan  and  Lord  Stirling. 
The  enclosed  list  will  show  you  the  names  of  many 
of  the  officers  that  are  prisoners.'  The  action  was 
chiefly  with  the  troops  from  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
Lower  Counties,  and  Mar>'land,  and  Colonel  Hun- 
tington's regiment.  They  suffered  greatly,  being 
attacked  and  overpowered  by  numbers  of  the  enemy 
greatly  superior  to  them.  The  enemy's  loss  we  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  ;  but  we  have  reason  to 
believe  it  was  considerable,  as  the  engagement  was 
warm,  and  conducted  with  great  re.soUition  and  brav- 
ery on  the  part  of  our  troops.  During  the  engage- 
ment, a  deep  column  of  the  enemy  descended  from 
the  woods,  and  attempted  an  impression  upon  our 

'  "  In  the  former  [b&ltle  at  l^i^  IslAnd]  we  lost  atHmt  eight  hondred  men, 
more  tbsDi  three  (ourlhk  of  which  were  t&kco  priBOncn.  This  niisforlunc  hap- 
pcuci],  in  great  measure,  by  two  lictaclimcnts  of  our  peujile  who  were  poalcd  in 
two  roods  leading  through  3  wood,  in  nrder  to  iniercepl  the  enemy  in  ihcir 
much,  luSerini:  a  surprUe,  and  malting  a  prrcipJutc  retreat,  which  enabled 
the  enemy  to  lead  a  great  part  vt  (heir  force  a^aiDa  the  troop»  commanded  by 
Lord  SttrliRg,  whi<:h  formed  a  third  dclachmcnt,  who  beluiveJ  wtih  great 
bravery  and  resolution,  chargiitj;  the  enemy  and  maintaining  their  posts  frooi 
abont  leven  or  right  o'clock  in  the  morning  til!  two  in  Ihe  aitemoon,  when 
they  were  oblijted  to  ailempt  a  retreat,  being  surrounded  and  overpowered  by 
numbere  on  all  »tde»,  and  in  which  many  of  theui  were  taken, " —  }Vashimgt«n 
Iff  tki  Afintackunlts  Auemtly.  19  Scptcmbci-,  1776. 
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lines,  but  retreated  immediately  on  the  discharge  of 
a  cannon  and  part  of  the  musketry  from  the  line 
nearest  to  them.  As  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
had  encamped  not  far  from  our  lines,  and  I  had 
reason  to  believe,  that  they  intended  to  force  us  from 
them  by  regular  approaches,  which  the  nature  of  the 
ground  favored  extremely,  and  at  the  same  time 
meant,  by  the  ships  of  war,  to  cut  off  the  commimica- 
tion  between  the  city  and  island,  and  by  that  means 
keep  our  men  divided  and  unable  to  oppose  them 
anywhere ;  by  the  advice  of  the  general  officers,  on 
the  night  of  the  29th,  I  withdrew  our  troops  from 
thence,  without  any  loss  of  men  and  but  little 
baggage.'     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

HEAB-QUAHTZftS,  NeW  Vork,  8  Scpletnber,  1776. 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the 
6th  Inst.  I  have  called  a  council  of  the  general  officers, 
in  order  to  take  a  full  and  comprehensive  view  of  our 
situation,  and  thereupon  form  such  a  plan  of  future 
defence  as  may  be  immediately  pursued,  and  subject 
to  no  other  alteration,  than  a  change  of  operations  on 
the  enemy's  side  may  occasion.  Before  the  landing 
of  the  enemy  in  Long  Island,  the  point  of  attack 
could  not  be  known,  nor  any  satisfactory  judgment 
formed  of  their  intentions.     It  might  be  on  Long 

*  In  de»cnbinK  this  evcni  a  few  d^jr*  afterwards,  Oneral  Grceiw  wnta : — "  I 
was  sick  when  the  artny  rrlrcated  from  Long  Island,  which  was  the  best  effected 
retreat  I  ever  read  or  heard  of,  coiuictchng  (he  difficulties." 
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Island,  on  Bergen,  or  directly  on  the  city.  This 
made  it  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  each,  and 
has  occasioned  an  expense  of  labor,  which  now  seems 
useless,  and  is  regretted  by  those,  who  form  a  judg- 
ment from  after-knowledge.  But  I  trust,  that  men  of 
discernment  will  think  differently,  and  see  that  by 
such  works  and  preparations  we  have  not  only  delayed 
the  operations  of  the  campaign,  till  it  is  too  late  to 
effect  any  capital  incursion  into  the  country,  but  have 
drawn  the  enemy's  forces  to  one  point,  and  obliged 
them  to  decline  their  plan,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  form 
our  defence  on  some  certainty. 

It  is  now  extremely  obvious  from  all  intelligence 
from  their  movements,  and  every  other  circumstance, 
that,  having  landed  their  whole  army  on  Long 
Island,  except  about  four  thousand  on  Staten  Island, 
they  mean  to  enclose  us  on  the  island  of  New  York. 
by  taking  post  in  our  rear  while  the  shipping  effectu- 
ally protects  the  front ;  and  thus,  either  by  cutting  off 
our  communication  with  the  country,  oblige  us  to 
fight  them  on  their  own  terms,  or  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion, or  by  a  brilliant  stroke  endeavor  to  cut  this 
army  in  pieces,  and  secure  the  collection  of  arms  and 
stores,  which  they  well  know  we  shall  not  be  able 
soon  to  replace.  Having  therefore  their  system  un- 
folded to  us.  it  became  an  important  consideration 
how  it  could  be  most  successfully  opposed.  On  every 
side  there  is  a  choice  of  difficulties  ;  and  every  meas- 
ure on  our  part,  however  painful  the  retlectionis  from 
experience,  is  to  be  formed  with  some  apprehension, 
that  all  our  troops  will  not  do  their  duty.     In  deliber- 


ating  on  this  great  question,  it  was  impossible  to  for- 
get, that  history,  our  own  experience,  the  advice  of 
our  ablest  friends  in  Europe,  the  fears  of  the  enemy. 
and  even  the  declarations  of  Congress,  demonstrate, 
that  on  our  side  the  war  should  be  defensive  (it  has 
even  been  called  a  war  of  posts),  that  we  should  on 
all  occasions  avoid  a  general  action,  nor  put  any  thing 
to  risk,  unless  compelled  by  a  necessity  into  which 
we  ought  never  to  be  drawn. 

The  arguments  on  which  such  a  system  was 
founded  were  deemed  unanswerable ;  and  experience 
has  given  her  sanction.  With  these  views,  and  being 
fully  persuaded,  that  it  would  be  presumption  to  draw 
out  our  young  troops  into  open  ground  against  their 
superiors  both  in  number  and  discipline,  I  have 
never  spared  the  spade  and  pickaxe.  I  confess  I 
have  not  found  that  readiness  to  defend  even  strong 
posts  at  all  hazards,  which  is  necessary  to  derive  the 
greatest  benefits  from  them.  The  honor  of  making 
a  brave  defence  does  not  seem  to  be  a  sufficient  stim- 
ulus, when  success  is  very  doubtful,  and  the  falling 
into  the  enemy's  hands  probable  ;  but,  I  doubt  not, 
this  will  be  gradually  attained.  We  arc  now  in  a 
strong  post,  but  not  an  impregnable  one,  nay, 
acknowledged  by  every  man  of  judgment  to  be 
untenable,  unless  the  enemy  will  make  the  attack 
upon  lines,  when  they  can  avoid  it,  and  their  move- 
ments indicate  that  they  mean  to  do  so. 

To  draw  the  whole  army  together  in  order  to 
arrange  the  defence  proportionate  to  the  extent  of 
lines  and  works,  would  leave  the  country  open  for  an 
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approach,  and  put  the  fate  of  this  army  and  its  stores 
on  the  hazard  of  making  a  successful  defence  in  the 
city,  or  the  issue  of  an  engagement  out  of  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  to  abandon  a  city,  which  has  been  by 
some  deemed  defensible,  and  on  whose  works  much 
labor  has  been  bestowed,  has  a  tendency  to  dispirit 
the  troops,  and  enfeeble  our  cause.  It  has  also  been 
considered  as  the  key  to  the  northern  country.  But 
as  to  that,  I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  by  the  estab- 
lishing of  strong  posts  at  Mount  Washington  on  the 
upper  part  of  this  island,  and  on  the  Jersey  side 
opposite  to  it,  with  the  assistance  of  the  obstructions 
already  made,  and  which  may  be  improved,  in  the 
water,  that  not  only  the  navigation  of  Hudson's 
River,  but  an  easier  and  better  communication  may 
be  more  effectually  secured  between  the  northern  and 
southern  states.  This.  I  believe,  every  one  acquainted 
with  the  situation  of  the  country  will  readily  agree 
to  ;  and  it  will  appear  evident  to  those  who  have  an 
opportunity  of  recurring  to  good  maps.  These  and 
many  other  consequences,  which  will  be  involved  in 
the  determination  of  our  next  measure,  have  given 
our  minds  full  employ,  and  led  every  one  to  form  a 
judgment  as  the  various  objects  presented  themselves 
to  his  view. 

The  post  at  Kingsbridge  is  naturally  strong,  and  is 
pretty  well  fortified  ;  the  heights  about  it  are  com* 
manding,  and  might  soon  be  made  more  so.  These 
are  important  objects,  and  I  have  attended  to  them 
accordingly.  I  have  also  removed  from  the  city  all 
the  stores  and  ammunition,    except  what  was  abso- 
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lutely  necessary  for  its  defence,  and  made  every  other 
disposition  that  did  not  essentially  interfere  with  that 
object,  carefully  keeping  in  view,  until  it  should  be 
absolutely  determined  on  full  consideration,  how  far 
the  city  was  to  be  defended  at  all  events.     In  resolv- 
ing points  of  such  importance,  many  circumstances 
peculiar  to  our  own  army  also  occur.     Being   only 
provided    for   a  summer's   campaign,   their   clothes, 
shoes,  and  blankets  will  soon  be  un6t  for  the  change 
of  weather,  which  we  every  day  feel.     At  present  we 
have  not  tents  for  more  than  two-thirds,  many  of 
them  old  and  worn  out ;  but,  if  we  had  a  plentiful  sup- 
ply, the  season  will  not  admit  of  continuing  in   them 
long.     The  case  of  our  sick  is  also  worthy  of  much 
consideration.     Their  number,  by  the  returns,  forms 
at  least  one-fourth  of  the  army.     Policy  and  humanity 
require  that  they  should  be  made  as  comfortable  as 
possible. 

With  these  and  many  other  circumstances  before 
them,  the  whole  council  of  general  officers  met  yes- 
terday in  order  to  adopt  some  generalline  of  conduct 
to  be  pursued  at  this  important  crisis.  I  intended  to 
have  procured  their  separate  opinions  on  each  point, 
but  time  would  not  admit.  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  collect  their  sense  more  generally,  than  I  could 
have  wished.  All  agreed  that  the  town  would  not  be 
tenable,  if  the  enemy  resolved  to  bombard  and  can- 
nonade it ;  but  the  difficulty  attending  a  removal 
operated  so  strongly,  that  a  course  was  taken  between 
abandoning  it  totally  and  concentring  our  whole 
strength    for   its   defence  ;  nor   were    some   a    little 


influenced  in  their  opinion,  to  whom  the  determina- 
tion of  Congress  was  known,  against  an  evacuation 
totally,  as  they  were  led  to  suspect  Congress  wished 
it  to  be  maintained  at  every  hazard.'  It  was  con- 
cluded to  arrange  the  army  under  three  divisions ; 
five  thousand  to  remain  for  the  defence  of  the  city  ; 
nine  thousand  at  Kingsbridge  and  its  dependencies, 
as  well  to  possess  and  secure  those  posts,  as  to  be 
ready  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  are  moving  eastward 
on  Long  Island,  if  they  should  attempt  to  land  on 
this  side  ;  the  remainder  to  occupy  the  intermediate 
space,  and  support  either ;  that  the  sick  should  be 
immediately  removed  to  Orangetown,  and  barracks 
be  prepared  at  Kingsbridge  with  all  expedition  to 
cover  the  troops. 

There  were  some  general  ofificers,  in  whose  judg- 
ment and  opinion  much  confidence  is  to  be  reposed, 
that  were  for  a  total  and  immediate  removal  from 
the  city,  urging  the  great  danger  of  one  part  of  the 
army  being  cut  off.  before  the  other  can  support  it, 
the  extremities  being  at  least  sixteen  miles  apart ; 
that  our  army,  when  collected,  is  inferior  to  the 
enemy ;  that  they  can  move  with  their  whole  force 
to  any  point  of  attack,  and  consequently  must  suc- 
ceed by  weight  of  numbers,  if  they  have  only  a  part 
to  oppose  them ;  that,  by  removing  from  hence,  we 
deprive  the  enemy  of  the  advantage  of  their  ships, 
which  will  make  at  least  one  half  of  the  force  to 

'  ConercsE  ciplaincd  ihat  ii  was  by  no  nic&iis  the  »nsc  □(  their  rnc^lvc  of  the 
3d,  that  "the  Ann)',  or  any  pan  of  It.  .should  remain  In  that  dl}- ■  moment 
longer  than  he  iihal)  think  it  proper  for  the  public  service  ihni  (roops  be  coo* 
(inued  ih«re,"     youi-nah  of  Cvngrtts,  10  September,  1776, 
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attack  the  town  ;  that  we  should  keep  the  enemy  at 
bay,  put  nothing  to  hazard,  but  at  all  events  keep 
the  army  together,  which  may  be  recruited  another 
year  ;  that  the  unspent  stores  will  also  be  preserved  ; 
and,  In  this  case,  the  heavy  artillery  can  also  be 
secured.  But  they  were  overruled  by  a  majority, 
who  thought  for  the  present  a  part  of  our  force  might 
be  kept  here,  and  attempt  to  maintain  the  city  a  little 
longer. ' 

I  am  sensible  a  retreating  army  is  encircled  with 
difficulties  ;  that  declining  an  engagement  subjects  a 
general   to   reproach  ;    and  that  the  common   cause 
may  be  affected  by  the  discouragement  it  may  throw 
over  the  minds  of  many.      Nor  am  I  insensible  of  the 
contrary  effects,  if  a  brilliant  stroke  could  be  made 
with  any  probability  of  success,  especially  after  our 
loss   upon    Long    Island.       But,    when    the    fate   of 
America   may  be  at   stake  on  the  issue,  when  the 
wisdom   of   cooler   moments   and    experienced    men 
have   decided,    that  w<;    should    protract  the    war  if 
possible,  I  cannot  think  it  safe  or  wise  to  adopt  a 
different  system,  when  the  season  for  action  draws  so 
near  to  a  close.     That  the  enemy  mean  to  winter  in 
New  York,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  that,  with  such 
an  armament,  they  can  drive  us  out,  is  equally  clear. 

■  General  Greene  strenucnsly  ur^cd  an  immediate  evacuation  of  the  city. 
Two  diys  before  the  coundl  of  war  aisemMtsI.  he  wrote  lo  t^neral  Washington 
a  letter,  giving  it  as  his  opinion  "  that  a  general  and  ^pccd^  relreal  ia  aluo- 
lutely  neceuaiy,  and  that  the  houor  and  tntCTCst  of  Amenca  require  it,"  Tlotx 
letter  is  prialed  in  Foici;,  Amcritan  ArcAivtt.  Fifth  Scries,  ii.,  183.  anil  ex- 
tracts from  it  in  Sparks'  VVafhingioH,  iv.,  Sj,  36.  John  Jay  was  also  of  opinion 
that  the  entire  region  of  New  York  should  bfi  laid  desolate.  Kced,  Li/t  0/ 
Seed,  i.,  ajs,  note. 
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The  Congress  having  resolved,  that  it  should  not  be 
destroyed,  nothing  seems  to  remain,  but  to  determine 
the  time  of  their  taking  possession.  It  is  our  inter- 
est and  wish  to  prolong  it  as  much  as  possible,  pro- 
vided the  delay  does  not  affect  our  future  measures. 

The  militia  of  Connecticut  is  reduced  from  six 
thousand  to  less  than  two  thousand,  and  in  a  few 
days  will  be  merely  nominal.  The  arrival  of  some 
Maryland  troops  from  the  Flying  Camp  has  in  a 
great  degree  supplied  the  loss  of  men  ;  but  the  am- 
munition they  have  carried  away  will  be  a  loss  sensi- 
bly felt  The  impulse  for  going  home  was  so 
irresistible,  that  it  answered  no  purpose  to  oppose  it 
Though  I  would  not  discharge  them,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  acquiesce;  and  it  affords  one  more  melan- 
choly proof,  how  delusive  such  dependences  are. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  general 
return,  the  first  that  I  have  been  able  to  procure  for 
some  time.  Also,  a  report  of  Captain  Newell  from 
our  Works  at  Horn's  Hook  or  Hell  Gate.  Their 
situation  is  extremely  low,  and  the  Sound  so  very 
narrow,  that  the  Enemy  have  'em  much  within  their 
command.      I  have,  &c. 

P.  S.  The  inclosed  information  this  minute  came 
to  hand.  I  am  in  hopes  we  shall  henceforth  get 
regular  intelligence  of  the  Enemies  movements.' 

■  Rnd  in  Congress  S«ptcmher  TOth. 

Ame*  Rccd,  Corporal  in  Capt.  Vi»ni!er¥er'*  Company,  Regiment  laic  Col. 
Johmtim't  tried  liy  the  «amc  Court  Mirlial,  and  cann'cled  of  "itpcaLiniJ  disre- 
tpcctfully  and  villifyini;  the  Commnutlcr-in-chicf,"— sentenced  to  "receive 
Thirty-nine  LashcM,  nc  diflereni  days  succesMvely,  ttiirte«n  each  dar,  and  re- 
duced to  the  ranks."     Ordfriy  Book,  8  September,  1776. 

To  General  Heath  Waahinjtton  wrote  directing  that  nil  the  road*  leading 
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TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 


HCAD-QUAtTElis,  Kcw  VOBK,  9  September,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  5th  inst., 
and  am  sorr)'  to  say,  that,  from  the  best  information 
we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  the  people  on  Long 
Island  have,  since  our  evacuation,  gone  generally 
over  to  the  enemy,  and  made  such  concessions  as 
have  been  required ;  some  through  compulsion,  I 
suppose,  but  more  from  inclination.  As  a  diversion 
upon  the  Island  has  been  impracticable  under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  you  have  done  well  in  assisting 
the  removal  of  the  persons  and  effects  of  our  friends 

from  King's  Bridge  down  to  poinls  on  which  it  was  ^appout]  the  coeaiy  tnicbt 
land,  should  be  broken  up  and  desiroyed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  utterly  bn- 
pawable.  On  Mercer  nnii  James  CHnion  he  urged  the  neccMity  of  pressing 
(orwani  the  wurkt  q\  defence  in  their  cliarge  :  while  he  wrajk,  al  the  name  time. 
directing  the  mnrcTncnU  of  leinfarccmcnti  for  hii  own  troo|»  and  the  potts  al 
the  Hlfchlaudtt,  the  removal  of  the  «ck  to  Orange  Town,  and  ihr  removal  of  all 
the  L>e11>  in  llie  churches  and  public  edirices  of  New  Vork  to  Newark,  to  be 
Bscd  in  the  manu/acturc  of  cannon.  Force.  AmetUnn  Anhivtt.  Fifth  Scries, 
il.,  339,  340.  341.  The  remoTal  of  the  bells  was  tcized  upon  by  Tiyon  aa  oon- 
clusive  evidence  Ihal  Washington  was  privy  to  the  aliempt  to  fire  the  city  oo 
the  3I&C. 

"  Since  my  letter  of  the  Bth  nothinfi;  material  has  occurred,  except  thai  ths 
enemy  have  po»cssed  ihemseives  of  Monlresor's  Island,  and  landed  a  considet- 
able  number  of  lioops  ugion  it.  Thin  Island  lieii  in  the  mouUi  of  the  Harlem 
river,  which  runs  out  of  the  Round  into  the  North  River,  ind  will  give  tbe 
Kneniy  an  ensy  opportunity  of  landing,  either  on  the  low  grounds  of  Mcrrisania, 
if  their  views  are  to  scitc  and  possew  the  passes  above  King*  bridge  ;  or,  on 
the  filaJiis  of  Ilarleru,  if  they  design  to  intercept  and  cut  off  the  conunnnication 
between  out  Keveral  poits.  I  am  making  every  diiipotition  and  axrangcmcnl 
that  the  divided  state  of  our  troops  will  admit  of  and  which  appear  most  IQcely 
and  the  best  calculated  to  oppose  their  altackk,  fur  I  presume  ther«  will  be 
several,  liow  the  Event  will  be.  Cod  only  knows ;  but  you  may  be  assured 
that  nolhin);  in  my  power,  circumilanced  as  I  am,  shall  be  wanting  to  eflect  a 
favorable  and  happy  issue. "^  Wi»ijii»yto«  lo  tk/  PmitUHloJ  Comgrtit^  II  Sep- 
lembei,  1776. 


from  thence,  I  observe  with  great  pleasure,  that  you 
have  ordered  the  remaining  regiments  of  the  militia, 
that  can  be  spared  from  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
sea-coast,  to  march  toward  New  York  with  all  expe- 
dition, I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  thanks,  not 
only  for  your  constant  and  ready  compliance  with 
every  request  of  mine,  but  for  your  own  strenuous 
exertions  and  prudent  forecast,  in  ordering  matters 
so,  that  your  force  has  generally  been  collected  and 
put  in  motion  as  soon  as  it  has  been  demanded. 

With  respect  to  the  militia,  both  horse  and  foot,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  they  will  render  us  more  service  by 
rendezvousing  at  different  places  along  the  Sound,  in 
West  Chester  county  and  thereabouts,  than  by  com- 
ing directly  to  this  city.  It  will  not  only  give  the 
enemy,  who  are  extending  their  encampments  up  the 
island,  an  idea  of  our  force  along  the  coast,  but  if 
they  should  attempt  a  landing  above  Kingsbridge, 
they  will  be  in  readiness  to  join  our  force  about  that 
place  ;  the  horse  particularly,  whose  rapid  motion  en- 
ables them  to  be  in  a  short  time  at  any  point  of 
attack.  Besides,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  forage 
upon  this  island,  for  any  number  of  horses,  is  an  ob- 
jection to  their  being  stationed  here.  I  fear,  that 
the  militia,  by  leaving  their  homes  so  suddenly,  and 
in  a  manner  unprepared  for  a  long  absence,  have  sus- 
tained some  injur),'.  To  this  cause  I  must  impute, 
in  a  great  measure,  their  impatience  to  return,  and 
the  diminution  of  their  numbers  at  this  time,  to  about 
two  thousand.  Their  want  of  discipline,  the  indul- 
gences they  claim  and  have  been  allowed,  their  un- 
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willingness,  I  may  add,  refusal  to  submit  to  that 
regularity  and  order  essential  to  ever>-  army  infecting 
the  rest  of  our  troops  more  or  less,  have  been  of 
pernicious  tendency,  and  occasioned  a  good  deal  of 
confusion  and  disorder.  But.  Sir,  these  things  are 
not  peculiar  to  those  from  any  one  State ;  they  are 
common  to  all  militia,  and  what  must  be  generally 
expected ;  for  men,  who  have  been  free  and  never 
subject  to  restraint,  or  any  kind  of  control,  cannot  be 
taught  the  necessity,  nor  be  brought  to  see  the 
expediency,  of  strict  discipline  in  a  day. 

I  highly  approve  of  your  plan  and  proposition  for 
raising  such  a  naval  force,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  clear 
the  Sound  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war.  If  Commodore 
Hopkins  will  join  you,  I  should  suppose  it  not  only 
practicable,  but  a  matter  of  certainty ;  and  if  it  can 
be  effected,  many  valuable  and  salutary  consequences 
must  result  from  it.  As  to  drafting  seamen  from  the 
Continental  regiments,  it  cannot  be  done  ;  as  their 
numbers  have  been  reduced  so  low  already,  by  taking 
men  from  them  for  the  galleys,  boats,  and  other  pur- 
poses, that  some  of  them  have  hardly  any  thing  left 
but  the  name;  l>esides,  I  must  depend  chiefly  upon 
them  for  a  successful  opposition  to  the  enemy.  If  it 
can  be  done  out  of  the  militia,  I  shall  not  have  the 
least  objection,  and  heartily  wish  the  enterprise, 
whenever  attempted,  may  be  attended  with  all  possi* 
ble  success.  Secrecy  and  despatch  will  be  most  likelyj 
to  give  it  a  happy  issue.  The  enemy's  ships  can  re-' 
ceive  no  reinforcements,  but  such  as  go  round  Long 
Island.     Our  works  at  Hell   Gate  preventing  their 
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sending  ships  that  way,  they  are  sensible  of  their 
importance,  and  yesterday  opened  two  three-gun 
batteries  to  effect  their  destruction,  but  as  yet  have 
not  materially  damaged  them,  and  they  must  be 
maintained  if  possible.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 
P.  S.  The  more  the  militia  and  horse  keep  on  the 
Sound,  towards  Kingsbridge,  the  better,  as  they  will 
be  ready  to  oppose  any  landing  of  the  enem.y,  and 
also  to  receive  orders  for  reinforcing  any  posts  on 
this  side  in  case  of  necessity.' 

'  OenentI  Sullivan,  ukcn  priM>ner  at  rhe  bat1l«  oF  Long  IxlAnd,  was  to  be  ex- 
chutiied  (or  Oeiieml  Pr«»coU.  and  IIowc  Jeemei!  him  a  convenient  in«4ens«r 
by  wham  he  might  make  a<1vatiL~e«  lo  the  rcbcllioui^  culoiiUts.  Thii-  detennina- 
lio-Q  niusi  have  been  reached  soon  after  the  retfcai  of  WaiihiDgton  fram  Long 
Island,  for  on  Augutit  30th.  Sullivan  ha/l  a  conYerM.tJon  wllh  Washingion  whtch 
removed  "  ihe  only  dotibt  of  the  propriety  "  of  hu  gotng  lo  I'hiladeljihia,  and 
on  the  3d  he  delivered  a  verbal  mes^K^  '^  Conj[rcs>  from  Lord  llowc  which 
was  reduced  to  writing  ■nil  mbmiltcd  on  the  following  day.  The  purport  of 
Ihk  me**age  waa  thai  while  Lord  Howe  could  not  Ircat  with  Congrest  as  such, 
I'd  he  wot  very  desirous  of  having  b  conference  with  Muie  of  the  members,  as 
private  gcDllcmen.  before  whom  he  could  lay  the  full  powcts  he  and  hii>  brother 
pnairwnl  lo  compromiM  the  di«piile  between  Great  Britain  and  America  npon 
tenoB  advantageous  lo  holh.  jMiritAls  0/  Cauj^en,  3d  September,  1776. 
Adami  held  thai  a>  ihusi  exprciaed  Sullivan  had  omitted  an  eMeniinl  promise 
contained  in  the  verbal  mcvugc,  that  Lord  Howe  had  taid  *'hc  would  let  the 
act  of  FarliameniwhoIlyRfide,  nml  thai  Parliamctilliad  no  right  lo  tax  America, 
or  meddle  with  her  internal  policy" — ccilainly  a  most  remarkable  offer,  H 
made,  considering  the  powers  expressed  in  the  commission  under  which  the 
Howci  were  acting,  and  rcpudiatnl  by  hl«  Lordship  when  Rutledge  mentioned 
l(.  'I'hc  «ugge»tion  made  by  Ixird  Howe  met  with  more  lavor  than  oppocilion 
in  CongrcH.  John  Adams,  and  hit  parly  or  (olluwcrs,  opputed  it,  regarding 
it  M  a  !<nare,  a  bubble,  an  imtirliuua  manoeuvre,  calculated  <iti1y  lo  decoy  and 
deceive,  and  csprcwed  mirprise  that  Sullivan  should  have  consented  lo  act  on 
such  3  mission.  Bui  the  majority  in  CoiigreM  favoied  ihc  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  allcnd  Howe  m  representatives  of  ilic  fa'v  and  indcpendeul 
StatCf  of  America,  to  know  whether  he  had  any  authority  to  treat  with  persons 
authoriiol  by  Congrcn  for  that  purpcMC,  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that 
authority  is,  and  to  hear  tuch  pioponlions  as  he  shall  make  respecting  the  same. 
jffiurtiaU,  5  September,  In  its  favor  was  urged  that  it  would  cause  a  delay  of 
military  operaltons.  it  would  throu'  the  ndium  of  ctintinuing  Ihc  war  on  the 
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TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  COKGRESS. 

Nrw  Vokk,  14  Seplember,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 
loth,  with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  accom- 
panied it.  and  thank  them  for  the  confidence  they 
repose  in  my  judgment  respecting  the  evacuation  of 
the  city.  I  could  wish  to  maintain  it.  because  I  know 
it  to  be  of  importance;  but  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
it  cannot  be  done,  and  that  an  attempt  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  persevered  in.  might  and  most  certainly  would 
be  attended  with  consequences  the  most  fatal  and 
alarming  in  their  nature.  Sensible  of  this,  several  of 
the  general  ofificers,  since  the  determination   of   the 


British,  and  vrouli) kileim  the  Tories;  uiil  thes«  conKidentioiu  induced  even 
the  Virginin  delegates  10  cast  their  votes  in  its  favor.  Al  the  same  time  Waidi- 
ingtonwu  to  be  inctmcled  ihnt  no  prapnmlx  for  peace  ought  to  be  attended  lo, 
unless  made  id  wriling  ami  addressed  to  the  icprescnlative  of  the  State*  in 
Congreu.  Sulliran  was  lent  back  to  Howe  with  these  resolutiom,  and  Krtnk- 
Hd,  Edward  Kut ledge,  and  John  Adamv  degniled  to  mcci  ihe  llawe«.  They 
hnd  an  interview  on  Sinlen  Island  on  ihe  llth.  and  the  rexall  ma;  b* 
ftnind  in  their  te[i"rt  printed  in  iHc  fpurmih  cf  Cprt^rtss,  17  Seplemhcr.  1776. 
and  in  John  Adams'  H'erki,  m.,  75-80,  ix,,  446.  Nothing  vra*  accomplishcil 
hy  the  cinhauy  vive  a  litlle  delay,  nnd  Mime  pntiiiinl  inHueiiee  favorable  to  the 
war  in  Pennsylvania  ( Tiighman  te  Morrit,  Mar^b,  1777).  Even  .^(Ijuii«  ad- 
niiltefl  it  would  do  *"  uo  dii«rvicc  to  «ii.'*  Wuliington  did  nut  approve  of  ihc 
mode  of  negotiation  ;  "  but  u  General  Sullivan  was  Kent  out  upon  the  busine&s 
and  with  a  mccsage  lo  Congress,  I  could  not  cmiceive  inyscH  at  liberty  to  laicr- 
fere  in  the  matter,  a&  he  was  in  the  character  of  a  prisoner,  and  ftally  subject 
to  their  pMMcr  and  direction."  tVathtngtan  ft»  t^r  President  »/  Congreu,  it 
September.  1776. 

In  l.i'ird  llAwe's  letter  to  I.ord  (jcorge  l.icnnaine.  dated  Seplctnber  30lh, 
giving  an  account  of  this  interview,  he  sayn  :  *'  Tlic  three  t;cnllemcn  were 
very  eiplicit  in  their  opiniinu,  Ihai  the  aMoirinied  colonie*  would  nut  accede  lo 
any  peace  or  alliance,  lint  as  free  and  independent  States  ;  nnd  they  ende«vor«d 
to  prove,  that  Great  Britain  would  derive  more  extensive  and  more  durable  ad- 
vantages from  mtdi  an  alliance,  than  from  the  connexion  il  was  the  object  of 
the  commt^tion  to  restore."     Mman\  PttHiamefitary  Kegiitfr,  vol.  viii,,  p.  ajo. 


I 


council  mentioned  in  my  last,  petitioned  that  a  second 
council  might  be  called  to  reconsider  the  propositions, 
which  had  been  before  them  upon  the  subject.  Ac- 
cordingly I  called  one  on  the  12th,  when  a  large 
majority  not  only  determined  a  removal  of  the  army 
prudent,  but  absolutely  necessary,  declaring  they 
were  entirely  convinced  from  a  full  and  minute  inquiry 
into  our  situation,  that  it  was  extremely  perilous ; 
and,  from  every  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
intelligence  received,  their  plan  of  operations  was  to 
get  in  our  rear,  and,  by  cutting  oft"  the  communica- 
tion with  the  main,  oblige  us  to  force  a  pas.sage 
through  them  on  the  terms  they  wish,  or  to  become 
prisoner  in  some  short  time  for  want  of  necessary 
supplies  of  provision." 

We  arc  now  taking  every  method  in  our  power  to 
remove  the  stores,  in  which  we  find  almost  insuper- 

'  The  proc«icdin|t*  o(  the  council  of  war  of  the  7th  are  sunimarucd  in  Wash- 
iBglon'H  Ictlct  to  Cniigteu  of  the  fallowing  dny.  On  the  eleventh  Mnjnr 
Gcncinl  Greene,  and  HriKadictt  Mifflin.  Niion,  Hen!!.  rAntnni,  Watl^woitli, 
and  ScoU,  a%l(ett  that  tlie  deL-JMon  of  (hat  council  migbl  l>e  reconMdercd.  A 
new  conference  was  held  on  the  laili,  amt  when  the  quotion  »(  recoruidering 
ihc  rIctenninatiMi  of  the  former  council  was  ptil,  there  were  ten  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  three  in  the  nc^tive.  Tho«  diaseniing  were  (^eneraU  Kpencer.  Clin- 
ttm,  and  Hestb.  The  opinion  of  General  Mercer,  in  the  (ini  intCancc  at  learf, 
agreed  with  (hat  of  Ihotic  officers.  Being  unable  to  attend  the  council  of  war, 
be  cxpnHcd  ihc  following  *entiTnenU  in  a  letter  to  General  \Va»hington  : 
"  Mj  ideas  of  Ihc  opcraiiuiik  of  this  ctimpaisn  are  to  prevent  the  enemy  Irorn 
esecuting  their  pl^n  of  a  jurvction  between  iJie  Hriiiiwi  of  Itwwe  ;»nd  Burjjuyne, 
on  which  the  expectations  of  the  King  and  ministry  arc  fixed.  We  Kboald  keep 
New  York  if  pouibte.  a^i  the  acquiring  of  that  city  would  give  .Via/  to  the  armi 
of  Britain,  nRort)  Ihc  uldiem  gnod  quarten,  and  fumlith  a  safe  hart>or  for  the 
fleet." 

It  was  of  this  council  ihai  General  McI^oii|{a]l  afterwards  uid  (7  January, 
178a)  in  respect  to  the  rvtreat  from  New  Vork,  that  "  none  were  oppoaed  to  it, 
hut  t/fo/.  a  ttiaiv.  and  an  i^itinau,  hfinett  man." 


able  difficulties/     They  are  so  great  and  so  numerous. 
that  I  fear  we  shall  not  effect  the  whole  before  we 
meet  with  some  interruption.     1  fully  expected  that 
an    attack    somewhere   would  have  been   made  last 
night.     In  that  I  was  disappointed  ;  and  happy  shall 
I  be,  if  my  apprehensions  of  one  to-night,  or  in  a  day 
or  two,  are  not  confirmed  by  the  event.      If  it  is  de- 
ferred a  little  while  longer,  I  flatter  myself  all  will  be 
got  away,  and  our  force  be  more  concentred,  and  of 
course  more  likely  to  resist  them  with  success.      Yes- 
terday afternoon  four  ships  of  war,  two  of  forty  and 
two  of  twenty-eight  guns,  went  up  the  East  River, 
passing  between  Governor's  and  Long  Island,   and 
anchored  about  a  mile  above  the  city,  opposite  Mr. 
Stuyvesant's,  where  the  Rose  man-of-war  was  lying 
before.     The  design  of  their  going,  not  being  cer- 
tainly known,  gives  rise  to  various  conjectures,  some 
supposing  they  are  to  cover  the  landing  of  a  party  of 
the  enemy  above  the  city,  others  that  they  are  to  as- 
sist in  destroying  our  battery  at  Horn's  Hook,  that 
ihey  may  have  a  free  and  uninterrupted  navigation  in 
the  Sound.     It  is  an  object  of  great  importance  to 
them,  and  what  they  are  industriously  trying  to  effect 
by  a  pretty  constant  cannonade  and  bombardment. 
Before  I  conclude  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  to 


*  In  tiu  l«tlgr  to  COBgW  «{  tlw  8tb  yfldliliginn  tuu)  rtated  that  wvctil  of 
ilic  Council  of  Wk  vwa  fee  haUSng  tbs  IOWr,  caiiceiviun  ii  practicable  for 
some  time.  But  on  llic  i  ith  lie  wrote :  "  Many  of  them  now,  upan  seeing  otir 
divided  stale,  have  nhcrcd  their  opinion,  and  allow  ihe  cxpcdieDcy  aod  neces*^ 
lity  nf  cuncenlriiig  out  whole  force,  or  dra-Ming  it  more  logetbcr.  CoRviDcvd.l 
nf  the  propriety  of  lliii  mctiMirc,  I  am  orilcrin)'  aur  stores  away,  except  uich  as 
may  be  absolutely  necc»»ary  to  keep  sm  lung  at  any  troop*  reinaio  ;  that,  if 
eracnation  of  the  city  becuities  incriiablc,  which  (.-ertainly  miut  be  the  caa*. 
there  may  he  ah  little  to  remove  as  poNsiMe." 
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Congress,  that  the  pay  now  allowed  to  nurses  for 
their  attendance  on  the  sick  is  by  no  means  adequate 
to  their  services  ;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
they  are  extremely  diflficult  to  procure,  indeed  they 
arc  not  to  be  got,  and  we  are  under  the  necessity  of 
substituting  in  their  place  a  number  of  men  from  the 
respective  regiments  whose  service  by  that  means  is 
entirely  lost  in  the  proper  line  of  their  duty  and  but 
little  benefit  rendered  to  the  sick. 

The  officers  I  have  talked  with  upon  the  subject, 
all  agree  that  they  should  be  allowed  a  dollar  per 
week,  and  that  for  less  they  cannot  be  had. 

Our  sick  are  extremely  numerous^  and  we  find 
their  removal  attended  with  the  greatest  diflficulty. 
It  is  a  matter  that  employs  much  of  our  time  and 
care  ;  and  what  makes  it  more  distressing  is  the  want 
of  proper  and  convenient  places  for  their  reception. 
I  fear  their  sufferings  will  be  great  and  many.  How- 
ever, nothing  on  my  part,  that  humanity  or  policy 
can  require,  shall  be  wanting  to  make  them  comfort- 
able, so  far  as  the  state  of  things  will  admit.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'  Read  In  Co&gico,  Saptvmber  i6lh. 

"It  \%  M  critical  X  period,  and  «o  inUrasdng  lo  tvciy  tni>  lover  of  hk 
Country,  that  the  GcDctal  hopes  that  evecy  officer,  and  auldler  will  now  exctt 
tiinuelf  to  the  ulmo«t.  It  is  no  time  for  case  or  indulgcncir.  The  Arm^  of  the 
Men.  the  Condition  of  the  Sick,  care  to  prevent  imposition  in  oidcr  to  prevent 
dangei  and  duty  ; — Vigilnme  ft\  Scnirie*  and  UniLrdA.  ntc  all  now  rcqui.Mlc. 
We  have  once  found  the  bad  ccniequcncni  of  a  HuipTiic  ;  let  the  utmost  cur  lie 
uvrd  lo  prevent  uiotlicr  ;  (or  this  purpose  the  fiencral  direct*  tli»l  nuntr  be  put 
out  a*  Sentiin  at  night,  but  pick'd  men  ;  ihat  ihey  be  visited  every  HaU  hour, 
and  rvety  motion  of  the  cnemj  narrowly  watched." — Orderly  Book,  14  Septem- 
ber. 1776. 

A  sood  picture  of  Washin^on's  bimncM  in  this  juncture  i»  k>^'"  ■"  Colonel 
Bal>cnck'«  letter  tu  Governor  Cooke,  ai  Septemlwr,  1776.  Force,  AmtrUam 
ArtkixMi,  Fifth  Series,  ii..  443. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS, 

HcADUjUAkTEtts,  AT  Colonel  Mossis's  House. 
16  ScptembCT,  I776.* 
S[R, 

On  Saturday  about  sunset,  six  more  of  the  enemy's 
ships,  one  or  two  of  which  were  men-of-war.  passed 
between  Governor's  Island  and  Red  Hook,  and  went 
up  the  East  River  to  the  station  taken  by  those  men- 
tioned in  my  last     In  half  an  hour  1  received  two 
expresses,  one  from  Colonel  Sargent  at  Horn's  Hook 
(Hell  Gate^.  giving  an  account  that  the  enemy,  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  thousand,  had  marched  to 
the  river,  and  were  embarked  for  Barn  or  Montresor's 
Island,  where  numbers  of  them  were  then  encamped  ; 
the  other  from  General   Mifflin,  that  uncommon  and 
formidable  movements  were  discovered  among  the 
enemy  ;  which  being  confirmed  by  the  scouts  I   had 
sent  out,  I  proceedeti  to  Haerlem,  where  It  was  sup- 
posed, or  at  Morrisania  opposite  to  it,  the  principal 
attempt  to  land  would  be  made.     However,  nothing 
remarkable  happened  that  night ;  but  in  the  morning 
they    began   their  operations.     Three  ships  of   war 
came  up  the  North  River  as  high  as  Bloomingdale, 
which  put  a  total  stop  to  the  removal,  by  water,  of 
any  more  of  our  provision  ;  and  about  eleven  o'clock 

'  Colanel  Moiru'a  houia,  nl  which  Gcnenl  Wuhington's  hcad-qautBrc 
Wtre  now  eslablidhed,  and  aX  which  they  conltnnec]  lill  the  anny  rrtreaicd  frun 
New  York  Ulniir?,  w.iit  on  high  sni:l  com [iiandinK  crounU,  called  the  Heights  a(l 
Hs«tleni,  abuui  three  milc!,  north  of  the  vilUj;e  of  that  luiine,  and  a  mile  and 
half  south  of  Fort  Wa»hiiigtan.  At  this  place  the  island  it,  a  little  more  thun  it 
mile  wide  bclurccn  Hudson's  Kivcr  on  Ihe  went,  and  Haerleni  River  on  the 
nut.  The  lines  of  Ihc  uniky,  in  a  double  row,  extended  tj^uitc  acroks  inaa  000 
rivet  10  the  othei  over  a  rocky  and  broken  surface,  and  W«re  stron{(ly  fortified 
with  bTea«twDtkK,  intrencbnients,  and  aiatii. 


those  in  the  East  River  began  a  most  severe  and 
heavy  cannonade,  to  scour  the  grounds,  and  cover 
the  landing  of  their  troops  beti\'een  Turtle  Bay  and 
the  city,  where  breastworks  had  been  thrown  up  to 
oppose  them.' 

As  soon  as  I  heard  the  firing,  I  rode  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch  towards  the  place  of  landing,  when,  to 
my  great  surprise  and  mortification,  I  found  the 
troops  that  had  been  posted  in  the  lines  retreating 
with  the  utmost  precipitation,  and  those  ordered  to 
support  them  (Parsons's  and  Fellows's  brigades)  flying 
in  ever  direction,  and  in  the  greatest  confusion,  not- 
withstanding the  exertions  of  their  generals  to  form 
them.  I  used  every  means  in  my  power  to  rally  and 
get  them  into  some  order ;  but  my  attempts  were 
fruitless  and  ineffectual ;  and  on  an  appearance  of  a 
small  party  of  the  enemy,  not  more  than  sixty  or 
seventy,  their  disorder  increased,  and  they  ran  away 
in  the  greatest  confusion,  without  firing  a  single 
shot." 


'  "  I  had  gone  th«  ni^l  Iwfaie  to  ihe  Mttin  Body  of  ihe  Army,  which  wm 

poucd  on  the  Ilcighti  and  Plains  of  Marlcm,  mpprcnriini-  from  mnny  uncom- 
moD  aiiJ  great  inoveiueiiu  ainun);  the  Hiieniy,  ihnt  ibey  meonl  to  tnoke  an 
altack  ihcrc  that  nighi,  or  lo  land  on  Ihe  East  Hide  of  Harlem  Kivcr." — IVatk- 
imgtDtt  tc  litn^m^r  Vookt,  17  Sepiembcr,  1776. 

*  'ilic  conduct  of  (jt-iieral  Wa.-Lhiiiglon  nn  thii  oocaxlon  ha«  been  (ie>cribed,  aa 
not  Itcinjj  matkcd  hy  his  usual  m;1  (-command.  In  wrilint;  from  llaerlcm 
Hct|{hu  tu  a  (riffiid.  General  [Ircenc  wiid  : — "  We  ni.-idc  a  mi»cr:iblc,  diioidcrly 
retrcol  from  New  Vork,  uHing  (•■  the  (tiuinlcrly  conduct  u(  tlu-  niililia,  who  nn 
•1  the  appearance  of  the  eneiny**  advanced  guard.  Kc11o*h'«.  nnd  Pu>«ni*s 
brigades  ran  away  from  about  fifty  men,  and  left  Im  Excellem^y  un  the  ground 
within  eighty  y«rds  of  the  enemy,  bo  ve^ed  at  the  infamou»  conduct  of  the 
troop*,  that  he  wiughC  deal li  ralhci  than  life." — /.«'/A'r,  September  \^\h.  Dr. 
Gordon  relates  the  incident  nearly  in  the  ume  vrny,  though  a  little  enlarged, 
and,  H  be  wsu  in  camp  !>oon  ofierwards,  lie  probably  dervverl  his  infoimaCton 
fnm  a  corietl  wjupcc.     "  The  ■Cieneral's  aiieinpt*  lo  Mop  the  [roup*  wer^  fiuit- 
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Finding  that  no  confidence  was  to  be  placed  In 
these  brigades,  and  apprehending  that  another  party 
of  the  enemy  might  pass  over  to  Haerlem  Plains  and 
cut  off  the  retreat  to  this  place.  I  sent  orders  to 
secure  the  heights  in  the  best  manner  with  the  troops 
that  were  stationed  on  and  near  them  ;  which  being 
done,  the  retreat  was  effected  with  but  little  or  no  loss 
of  men.  though  of  a  considerable  part  of  our  baggage, 
occasioned  by  this  disgraceful  and  dastardly  conduct.' 

lem,  though  he  drew  hU  sward  and  ihnaKenecI  to  ran  them  liirotieh,  cocked  u)d 
uttpped  hU  pistol».  On  the  appranincc  of  a  small  pony  of  iW  enemy,  nut 
more  than  vixiy  ot  leventy.  \hr\x  <)t<.urdcT  was  increased,  and  they  rmn  off  with* 
out  firing  a  sinj^c  shoi,  and  Mt  the  General  in  a  huanloiu  stlualion,  co  that 
his  atlendantii  lu  extricxie  him  oitl  d{  it,  caught  the  bridle  of  his  horve,  ud 
gave  him  a  different  direction,"— (lordnn"*  //iV/crj-,  vol.  ii..  p.  33;. 

"  On  the  isih  in^tallt  in  the  inofnhiii;,  ihe  ship*  uf  war  passed  up  the 
North  River  n^  far  nn^  Bluomiitgdale,  lu  dnw  ihc  enemy 'satlcmion  to  thai  side  ; 
and  the  fi  ret  division  of  iioops.  consEtins  of  the  light  infantry,  the  British 
reserve,  the  licKsian  grcnndiert  and  chaneunt.  .  .  .  cmbaikcd  at  the  head 
o(  New-towu  Creeli,  and  landed  about  na>n  apun  New  Vork  inland,  three  mile* 
from  Ihe  town  at  a  place  called  Ktpp's  bay,  under  the  fire  of  live  Hhips.  .  .  , 
The  rebel*  hail  troops  in  Iheir  work*  remind  Kipp'fc  b*)r,  but  their  atleatiOB 
beinn  engaged  in  exficclation  of  Ihe  King's  troops  landing  at  Stuyvesanl's  core. 
Horcn's  Hook,  and  nt  Karleni,  which  they  had  reason  lo  conclude,  Kipp's  Bay 
became  only  a  secondary  objecl  of  their  care.  The  lire  of  the  flipping  being 
•0  well  directed,  and  w  jjicewiinl.  Ihe  enemy  irould  not  rcmnin  in  their  works, 
and  ihe  descent  was  made  wilhonl  the  least  oppo&ilion."— 6rfMTa/  How*  ta 
Lorit  Grarj[t  Gtrmairte,  31  September,  1776.  The  Americann  had  thmwD  ap 
hrewrtworkx  at  thui  pla^e  ut  landing,  which  makes  the  panic  the  more  dt&gnccfnl. 

The  incident  appeared  in  London  much  mnenilicd  :  "  Accounu  are  received, 
thai  Gen,  Wadiinglon  had  wrilien  10  the  Provincial  Coiigmx  thai  three  r^i- 
menu  beloneing  to  Ma&sachutetis  Bay  had  lefl  the  army  in  a  body,  upon  the 
landing  of  the  King's  troops  in  Kipp's  Bay :  and  that  \\i  had  been  ohhged  to 
send  six  of  ihe  souihcm  regimenU  after  them,  who  tired  ufion  Ihem  repeatedly, 
and  killed  several,  before  they  could  bring  Ihcm  back  to  their  duty."— /.<mm^ 
Chrmti(U,  f)  November.  1776. 

'  I  forgot  [D  mention  that  Mr.  Wathinginn  shortly  after  the  landing  on  New 
York  idand,  nartowly  escaped  being  made  prisoner.  He  lefl  Mr,  Apthorpe's 
house,  at  Bloomingdale,  a  few  minuteH  only  before  the  British  light  infantry 
entered  ft." — f.fttfr  from  JVtw  Vari.  27  September,  1776,  Lancfom  C/ttvmitle, 
19  November,  1776. 
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Most  of  our  heavy  cannon,  and  a  part  of  our  stores 
and  provisions,  which  we  were  about  removing,  were 
unavoidably  left  in  the  city,  though  every  means,  after 
it  had  been  determined  in  council  to  evacuate  the 
post,  had  been  used  to  prevent  it.  We  are  now  en- 
camped with  the  main  body  of  the  army  on  the 
Heights  of  Haerlem,  where  I  should  hope  the  enemy 
would  meet  with  a  defeat  in  case  of  an  attack,  if  the 
generality  of  our  troops  would  behave  with  tolerable 
braverj\  But  experience,  to  my  extreme  afHiction, 
has  convinced  me  that  this  is  rather  to  be  wished  for 
than  expected.  However,  I  trust  that  there  are  many 
who  will  act  like  men,  and  show  themselves  worthy 
of  the  blessings  of  freedom.  I  have  sent  out  some 
reconnoitring  parties  to  gain  intelligence,  if  possible, 
of  the  disposition  of  the  enemy,  and  shall  inform 
Congress  of  every  material  event  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Sift,  The  above  Letter  is  merely  a  copy  of  a  rough  one 
sketched  out  by  bis  Excellency  this  morning,  and  who  intended 
to  sign  it ;  but  having  rode  out  and  his  return  or  where  to  find 
him  uncertain,  I  have  sent  it  away  without  and  have  the  honor, 
&c.,  RoBRRT  \\.  Harrison,' 

'  Read  in  CongTCtt,  September  t7th. 

"The  Armogenieat  (or  thi»  night  :— (lenenil  Cliiiloii  to  fumi  next  to  the 
North  Kivrr,  nnH  rxicml  to  the  left;  Oen.  Scott's  Brigade  next  to  Gen. 
Clinton's :  Lt.  Col,  I  jiyer  o(  Colonel  Griflilh's  Re)::lmcni.  with  the  thtee  Con- 
]>*nic«  intended  [ur  ■  rcinJorvcment  lu-d«y.  to  furm  spun  thu  left  u(  Scott's 
Brigade  :  Ccrd,  Nixon's,  CoL  Serjeant's  division.  Col.  Wecdon's.  xnd  NUjor 
Price's  Rcfpmcni.  arc  to  retire  to  titeir  i^uann^  and  refresh  ihenruelve-t,  l>al  in 
hold  themselves  in  reftiliness  to  lam  c\\\  a  miniitr't  warning  ;  Gcnl,  McUougall 
to  establish  proper  funrdi  agnintt  lii»  Itrigaile,  upon  tlie  liei|i)it«,  *nd  every 
Regiment  pO«te<l  upon  the  Height*,  from  MorTi«'«  1i(ju>e  to  Genl.  MoDougsU's 
Camp,  to  furnish  proper  ([uards  lo  prevent  a  Surprise ;  not  leu  than  twenty 
■ten  from  each  regimment.  Genl.  Putnun  coromuKls  upon  the  right  fUnk  to- 
night ;  Oenl.  Spencer  from  McDougall's  Brigade  up  to  MorHs'i  honsc.   Shotild 
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TO   GOVKRNOR   COOKE. 

HlLAU'Qt'AXTeitS,  COLONXL   MORKIS'S    MOL't 
t7  Seplenibcr.  1776. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  ihe  6th  in! 
by  Messrs.  Collins,  Babcock,  and  Stanton,  and  should 
have  acknowledged  it  before  now,   had  I    not  been 
prevented  by  the  peculiar  situation  of  our  afTairs.      I 
communicated   my   sentiments   to   those   gentlemen 
upon  the   subject   of   your   letter,   and    the    several 
propositions  that  were  before  us,  who,  I  doubt  nol 
will  make  a  full  and  due  report  of  the  same  to  y< 
and  your  honorable   Assembly.       However,    I    sha! 
take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  the  divided  state  of  oui 
army,  which,  when  collected  in  one  body,  is  inferior 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  that  their  having  landed 
almost  the  whole  of  their  force  on  Long  Island,  and 
formed  a  plan  of  cutting  ofT  all  communication  be- 
tween that  and  the  city  of  New  York,  which  we  had 
but  too  good  reason  to  believe  practicable  and  easy 
to  etTect  with  their  ships  of  war,  made  it  necessary^ 
and  prudent  to  withdraw  our  troops  from  the  former, 
that  our  chance  of  r<:sistance  and  opposition  might  be 
more  probable  and  likely  to  be  attended  with  a  happy 
issue. 

I  feel  myself  much  concerned  on  account  of  your 
apprehensions  for  the  town  of  Newport  and  the 
Island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  should  esteem  myself 
peculiarly  happy,  were  it  in  my  power  to  afTord 
means  for  their  security  and  that  of  the  State  in  gen- 

Che  Eiiciny  attempt  to  force  the  pau  tu-night,   GenL   Putnam  is  U>  sppljr 
Gcnl.  Spcncci  for  a  teinforcemcnl,"— f>r(i>r/j'  finak,  i6  September,  1776. 
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era],  or  to  point  out  such  measures,  as  would  be 
effectual  for  that  purpose.  But  circumstanced  as  I 
am,  It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  grant  any  assistance ; 
nor  can  I  with  propriety  undertake  to  prescribe  the 
mode,  which  will  best  promote  their  defence.  This 
must  depend  on  such  a  variety  of  circumstances,  that 
I  should  suppose  you  and  the  Assembly,  who  arc  in 
the  State,  will  be  much  more  competent  to  the  task, 
than  I  or  any  person  out  of  it  can  be ;  and  therefore 
I  can  only  recommend,  that  you  will  pursue  such 
steps  as  you,  in  your  judgment,  shall  think  most 
conducive  to  that  end;  observing  that  it  appears  to 
me  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty,  if  practicable,  to 
prevent  the  enemy's  ships  from  doing  damage  to 
every  island  accessible  to  them,  unless  the  passes 
between  them  and  the  main  are  so  narrow,  as  to 
oblige  them  to  come  very  near  such  batteries,  as  may 
be  erected  for  their  annoyance,  on  commanding 
ground. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  thanks  for  the 
readiness  you  and  your  Assembly  manifested  in 
ordering  troops,  &c,  to  Long  Island,  on  hearing  of 
my  request  to  Governor  Trumbull  upon  that  subject 
At  the  time  that  I  made  it,  I  conceived  the  plan  of 
much  importance,  and  that  many  valuable  and  salu- 
tary consequences  might  have  resulted  from  it ;  but 
as  things  have  undergone  a  material  change  since,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  consider  and  be  satisfied  of 
some  facts,  which  ought  to  be  clearly  known  previous 
to  any  attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution  and  on 
which  success  of  it  will  greatly  depend ;  such,  as  an 


mtir»;  con^icrcn   ;c  rie  ireniily  ^SsposCioa    of  the 
Lsiand :  die  3urnc«?r  ziar  Tcimi  -Gin  rfie  troops  that 
might  b*t  ienc  ot^t    rie  ".en^cis  riev  woald  go  ;  the 
supcart  riev  Trnulii  md  ^m  ^"ve;   lad  wiiether  a 
retreat  rrrjin.  zii«ince  i::md  -e  ^eiy  -tJtected  in  case  it 
should   b«   netisssar--.      TJiese  iiarrers    aaci    others 
wtiicii  3.  mere  ziia^izi  i-jo^iderxioa  ot  the   Plan  will 
present  co  yiur  t-!»±t.   should  be  weS  wei^iicd   and 
digescoi  and  w^ch.  I  chouse  it  my  duty  to  xnen- 
tioa :  esptKialy  is  -h.rt  scheme  had  origmated   iritfa 
me.     My  aoxiec^-  ind  zoac^rz  :>r  the  iahabitants  of 
the  East  end  of  Loo^  lilind.  who  have  been  repre- 
sented alwa\-s  ia  friendly  and  well  attached  to  the 
cause  of  the  States,  prompt  me  co  wish  them  every 
assistance :  but  if  the  efforts  you  could  make  in  con- 
junction with  Governor  Trumbull  would  not  promise 
almost  a  certaint\'   of  success,  perhaps  they  might 
tend  to  aggravate  their  misfortunes.    The  Committee 
stated   sundr\'    propositions  respecting  this   Expedi- 
tion, such  as,  If  any  thing  was  attempted,  where  a 
stand  should  be  made  ?     This  must  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  those  who  command,  nor  can  I  spare  an 
ofificer  for  that  purpose  nor  recommend  one.     What 
number  of  Men  should  be  sent  and  what  proportion 
from  the  Massachusetts? 

The  number  necessary  will  depend  upon  the  force 
they  will  have  to  oppose  and  the  assistance  they 
would  derive  from  the  islanders ;  The  proportion 
from  the  Massachusetts  on  the  Will  of  the  Legisla- 
ttin;,  or  voluntary  engagement  of  the  people,  in  the 
service.     What  artillery  they  should  have  ?     I  am  of 


opinion  the  artiller)-  would  be  subject  to  loss  without 
any  great  advantage  resulting  from  it.  They  also 
asked  whether  any  frigates  should  be  sent,  &c.  ?  As 
the  Enemy  have  now  the  free  and  intire  command  of 
the  Sound,  and  many  Ships-of-War  in  it,  they  will  be 
much  more  liable  to  be  taken,  than  they  would  have 
been  some  time  ago,  and  when  it  was  proposed  by 
Governor  Trumbull  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the 
Ships  above  Hell-Gate.  In  this  instance,  however,  T 
do  not  conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  say  any  thing  per- 
emptory one  way  or  the  other,  having  no  power  over 
the  frigates. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  force  of  your  observation  that 
the  Common  Cause  might  be  benefitted  by  the  sev- 
eral States  receiving  early  and  authentic  intelligence 
of  every  material  occurrence.  Permit  me  at  the 
same  time  to  assure  you,  that  I  often  regret  my  in- 
capacity in  this  instance,  and  that  the  neglect  does 
not  arise  from  want  of  inclination,  or  thro'  inatten- 
tion ;  but  from  the  variety  of  important  matters  thai 
are  always  pressing  upon  and  which  daily  surround 
me.  Before  I  conclude,  I  shall  take  this  opportunity 
to  inform  you,  that  having  received  certain  informa- 
tion that  the  Enemy's  plan  was  to  pass  from  Long 
Island,  and  land  in  the  country-  and  for  which  they 
are  making  every  possible  disposition  ;  a  Council  of 
General  Officers  determined  last  week,  on  a  removal 
of  the  Army  from  the  city,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
fatal  consequences  which  must  inevitably  ensue,  if 
they  could  have  executed  their  scheme,  resolving  at 
the   same   time,    that   every   appearance  of  defence 


should  be  kept  up,  till  our  Sick,  Ordnance  and  Stores 
could  be  removed.  This  was  set  about  with  the 
greatest  industr)'  and,  as  to  the  Sick,  was  compleatly 
effected.  But  on  Sunday  Morning  (13th)  before  we 
had  accomplished  the  removal  of  all  our  Cannon, 
provision  and  Baggage,  they  sent  three  Ships  of  War 
up  the  North  River,  whereby  the  Water  carriage  w, 
totally  stopped.     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

1  am  now  Encamped  on  the  Heights  above  me 
tioned  which  are  so  well  calculated  for  defence,  that 
I  should  hope,  if  the  Enemy  make  an  attack  and  our 
men    will    behave    with    tolenible     Resolution,    they 
must  meet  with  a  repulse,  if  not  a  total  defeat.    They 
advanced  in  sight  yesterday  in  several  large  bodies, 
but  attempted  nothing  of  a  general  nature  ;  tho'  i 
the   fore  noon   there  were    some    smart  skirmishes 
between  some  of  their  parties  and  detachments  sent; 
out  by  me  ;  in  which  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform. 
you  our  meti  behaved  with  bravery  and   intrepidity 
putting    them    to    tlight  when  in  open  ground  an 
forcing  them   from  posts  they  had  seized,    two    or 
three  times.     From  some  of  wounded    men    which 
fell  into  our  hands,  the  appearance  of  blood  in  every 
place  where  they  made  their  stand  and  on  the  fences 
as  they  passed,  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  had  a 
good  many  killed  and  wounded  ;  tho'  they  did  not 
leave  many  on  the  ground:    In  number,  our  loss  was 
ver)'' inconsiderable,  but   in   the  fall  of  Lieut.   Colo. 
Knowlton,  I  consider  it  as  great,  being  a  brave  and 
good  officer  and  it  may  be  increased  by  the  Death  of 
Major   Leitch,  of  the  Virginia    Regiment,    who  un- 
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fortunately  received  three  balls  thro'  his  side. — Hav- 
ing given  you  a  summary  account  of  the  Situation 
of  our  affairs,  and  in  such  manner  as  circumstances 
will  admit  of,  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  have  the 
honor  &c. 

P.  S,  The  Committee  have  expressed  their  ap- 
prehensions of  being  obliged  to  abandon  the  Island 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Newport,  and  requested  my 
opinion.  At  present  I  can  see  no  cause  for  it,  and 
the  propriety  of  the  measure  must  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances; but  I  should  suppose  they  ought  to  be 
very  pressing  and  the  necessity  great,  before  they 
ought  to  be  given  up, — most  certainly  no  imaginarj' 
ills  or  necessity  should  lead  to  such  a  measure.  At 
this  time  the  danger  can  only  be  Ideal,  and  if  the 
Enemy  persevere  in  their  plans,  and  our  men  behave 
as  they  should  do,  1  am  persuaded  they  will  not  have 
an  opportunity  to  employ  their  attention  elsewhere 
this  Campaign.' 

'  "Thfi  Genend  tno^l  heartily  Ihanlis  the  troo|»,  comn>«iKled  yesterday,  by 
HijorLeitch,  whofir«ladviincc<hipon  thecnemy,  nn<Ithcothera  who(<ire»olutely 
mpportctl  Ihcin, — Tlic  behavior  of  ycHlcrdny  fts  aucti  *  conlrn^t,  to  that  oi 
lonie  tnvjp*  the  liay  hefiirc,  »«  muot  *hi;w  what  may  he  done,  wticre  Officer*  and 
SoMivTS  will  mert  them sclvc6—0 net  more  ibtrerore,  ihc  (Jcucral  rails  upon 
OfBcvRi  and  men,  to  uct  up  to  tlie  noble  aiu>e,  in  vtlikh  ihvy  Kre  engaged,  and 
lo  Hippon  the  Hoitor  and  l.ibcrtte<i  of  Ihcir  Counlty. 

■'  Th«  gallani  and  brave  Col.  Knowllon,  wtio  would  have  Lwoo  an  Honor  to 
any  C^iuntry,  hnving  fallen  ye«tenlay  while  glAriniiily  lighting.  Capi.  Brown  in 
lo  lake  the  Command  oE  the  party  lately  Jed  hy  Col.  Knowllon — Officers  and 
men  are  to  obey  him  accordingly. 

"  The  iou  of  the  enemy  yesterday  would  iiiulouliledly  have  been  much 
Eteater,  if  the  Orden  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  hnd  not  in  some  inittanees 
been  conimIii:ied  by  inferior  nftrcrs,  who  liowcver  well  they  may  mean,  on^ht 
not  to  preaumc  to  direct — It  i^.  therefore  ordered,  that  no  oHicer,  commandii^ 
a  parly,  and  having  rctcived  onlcn  (lom  the  Cominander  In  Chief,  dcparl  from 
thcni  without  Counter  Orders  [rom  the  xamc  Authority  ;  And  a*  many  may 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

HKAiU^ARTRlts.  AT  Col.  Morris's  House, 
1 8  September,   1776. 

Sir, 

As  my  letter  of  the  i6th  contained  intelligence  of 
an  important  nature,  and  such  as  might   lead   Con- 
gress to  expect  that  the  evacuation  of  New  York  and 
retreat  to  the  Heights  of  Hacrlem,  in  the  manner 
they  were  made,  would  be  succeeded  by  some  other 
interesting  event,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  them,  that  as 
yet  nothing  has  been  attempted  upon  a  large  and 
general  plan  of  attack.     About  the  time  of  the  post's 
departure  with  my  letter,  the  enemy  appeared  in  sev- 
eral large  bodies  upon  the  plains,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  hence.      I  rode  down  to  our  advanced 
posts,  to  put  matters  in  a  proper  situation,  if  they 
should  attempt  to  come  on.      When  I  arrived  there 
I  heard  a  firing,  which,  I  was  informed,  was  between 
a  party  of  our  rangers  under  the  command  of   Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Knowllon,  and  an  advanced  party  of 
the  enemy.     Our  men  came  in  and  told  me,  that  the 
body  of  the  enemy,  who  kept  themselves  concealed, 
consisted  of  about  three  hundred,  as  near  as  they 
could  guess.     I  immediately  ordered  three  companies 
of  Colonel  Weedon's  regiment  from  Vir^'inia,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Leitch,  and  Colonel  Knowlton 
with  his  rangers  composed  of  volunteers  from  different 
New-England  regiments,  to  try  to  get  in  their  rear, 

oth«nriM  arr  thrangh  jgaomnce,  the  Army  ia  dow  wq«aintcd  thkt  the  Gsn«nl''B 
Older*  arc  deli v«ivd  by  ihe  Adjuiftni  Oenenl,  oruneof  bit  Aid't^lp-Cunp,  Mr. 
Tilghtnan  or  Col.  Muyldin,  the  Quaricf  Muter  General." — Ordtriy  Book,  17 
September.  1776. 


while  a  disposition  was  making  as  if  to  attack  them  in 
front,  and  thereby  draw  their  whole  attention  that 
way. 

This  took  effect  as  I  wished  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  appearance  of  our  party  in  front, 
they  immediately  ran  down  the  hill,  took  possession 
of  some  fences  and  bushes,  and  a  smart  firing  began, 
but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  do  much  execution  on 
either  side.  The  parties  under  Colonel  Knowlton 
and  Major  Lcitch  unluckily  began  their  attack  too 
soon,  as  it  was  rather  in  flank  than  in  rear.  In  a  lit- 
tle time  Major  Leitch  was  brought  off  wounded, 
having  received  three  balls  through  his  side  ;  and,  in 
a  short  time  after,  Colonel  Knowlton  got  a  wound, 
which  proved  mortal.  The  men  however  persevered, 
and  continued  the  engagement  with  the  greatest  reso- 
lution. Finding  that  they  wanted  a  support,  I  ad- 
vanced part  of  Colonel  Grififith's  and  Colonel  Richard- 
son's Maryland  regiments,  with  some  detachments 
from  the  eastern  regiments,  who  were  nearest  the 
place  of  action.  These  troops  charged  the  enemy 
with  great  intrepidity,  and  drove  them  from  the  wood 
into  the  plain,  and  were  pushing  them  from  thence, 
having  silenced  their  fire  in  a  great  measure,  when  I 
judged  it  prudent  to  order  a  retreat,  fearing  the 
enemy,  as  I  have  since  found  wasrcally  the  case,  were 
sending  a  large  body  to  support  their  party. 

Major  Leitch  I  am  in  hopes  will  recover ;  but 
Colonel  Knowlton's  fall  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as 
that  of  a  brave  and  good  officer.  We  had  about 
forty  wounded  ;  the  number  of  slain  is  not  yet  asccr- 
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tained  ;  but  it  is  very  Inconsiderable.     By  a  sergeant, 
who  deserted  from  the  enemy  and  came  in  th!s  morn* 
ing.   I   find   that   their   party  was    greater    than   I 
imagined.      It  consisted  of  the  second  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  a  battalion  of  the  Royal  Highlanders, 
and  three  companies  of  Hessian  rillemcn,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Leslie.     The  deserter 
reports,  that  their  loss  in  wounded  and  missing  was 
eighty-nine,  and  eight  killed.     In  the  latter,  his  ac- 
count is  too  small,  as  our   people   discovered    and 
buried   double   that   number.     This  affair   I    am  in 
hopes  will  be  attended  with   many  salutary    conse- 
quences, as  it  seems  to  have  greatly  inspirited   the 
whole  of  our  troops.'     The  sergeant  further  adds, 
that  a  considerable  body  of  men  are  now  encamped 
from  the  East  to  the  North  Rivers,  between    the 
seventh  and  eighth  mile  stones,  under  the  command 
of  General  Clinton.     General  Howe,  he  believes,  has 
his  quarters  at  Mr.  Apthorp's  house.     I  have,  &c.' 

'  "  This  little  ndvanlage  has  intpirited  onr  troopK  prodigicudy  :  they  find 
that  It  onl]'  requires  nsoludon  and  good  officcre  to  raalkO  an  cticmy  <Uiat  thej 
stood  in  too  much  drcai)  oO  clve  way." — WAihingtfn  to  Stkufier,  ao  Svpcem* 
bcr.  1776. 

*  "  On  the  i6th,  in  the  morning,  •  Iatkc  pi^rtj  of  the  cD«iny  having  paucd 
under  cover  cA  tbe  woofb.  near  to  the  advanced  potts  o(  the  army  by  way  of 
Vandcwalct'fc  [Iciighl,  the  ^A  and  3d  baIlalion»  of  light  infantry,  iupported  by 
the  421)  regiiiieni,  |>u8hcd  forwaid  and  drove  them  back  lu  llicir  in  trench  mem  ts, 
from  whence  tlic  eiicmjr  o-luervtng  they  were  not  in  force  attacked  thcin  with 
Dear  3,000  men,  which  occnsigncd  the  march  of  the  reserve  with  two  ficM 
pieca,  a  battalion  of  Heuian  srenadiere.  and  the  company  of  chaMMUis,  to  prc- 
MBt  the  corps  engaged  from  being  surrounded  who  reputtcd  the  cncroj  with 
cooiiderable  loss,  and  obliged  them  to  rcciic  within  their  works.  .  .  .  \Vt 
had  eight  otiRcers  wounded.,  mogtt  of  thrm  ilighlly,  fourteen  men  killMl,  and 
about  Mvenly  wounded."— £Vj(fni/ //imv  to  l^rj Gt«rgt  Gtrmainf,  at  Septem- 
ber, 1776- 
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P.  S.  I  should  have  wrote  Congress  by  Express 
before  now  had  I  not  expected  the  post  every  minute 
which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  a  sufficient  apolo^,  for 
my  delaying  it. 

The  late  losses  we  have  sustained  in  our  Baggage 
and  Camp  necessaries  have  added  much  to  our  dis- 
tress, which  was  very  great  before.  I  must  therefore 
take  the  liberty  of  requesting  Congress  to  have  for- 
warded as  soon  as  possible  such  a  supply  of  Tents, 
Blankets,  Kettles,  and  other  articles  as  can  be  col- 
lected.    We  cannot  be  overstocked.' 


'  Read  in  Congrcw  Scplnnbcr  3otb. 

"  Commanding  oflicent  flf  regimenis.  are  charged  in  Ihestrlctnt  En.inner,  to 
prevent  nil  plnndrrmg.  and  to  seiic  all  Soldiers  c:Arrying  Plun<lcr.  wlielhcr  b«< 
longing  U>  llie  same  regiment  or  not.  or  on  wlintcTcr  pretence  it  i>  taken  ;  and 
the  Ccncral  poKilivclycaininantbi,  Him  Kuch  plunderer  be  imtneiliatcly  cairied  to 
the  next  Brigadier  or  commanding  officer  of  a  leginienl,  who  is  in^tflntly  to 
have  the  oRcndcr  whipped  on  the  spoL" — Orderly  So^k,  i3  September,  1776. 

"  The  CompanicR  from  Maryland,  under  the  command  of  Major  Price,  are 
10  Join  Col.  SnuUhvood'a  Bnttnlion  and  (jenl.  McUougall's  llrignde ;  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  commanding  oSiccr  of  cvcjy  Corps  will,  togellier  with  all  the 
officen  therein,  ckctI  themscLvcK  in  seeing  goaA  Order  and  Diidpline  obtcned. 
They  are  to  consider  that  it  is  the  duly  of  a  good  officec  lo  tee,  or  at  least  to 
know  that  Orden  are  csecuietl.  and  not  to  cuntent  themselves  with  Licing  the 
mere  Vehieles  thro'  which  they  are  conveyed  to  the  men. — We  are  now  arrived 
at  an  important  Crisis,  which  calU  loudly  for  the  Zeal  and  Activity  of  the  best 
of  officers — We  «-e.  Wc  know  that  the  F-nemy  arc  exerting  every  Ncmc,  not 
only  by  foicr  of  Antit,  but  the  practices  of  every  Ait  lu  accomplish  their  pur> 
pOM*,  and  that  among  other  pieces  of  jiolicy,  which  is  nho  founded  on  JuiLice, 
we  hnd  them  exceedingly  cnre'nl,  to  resliiun  every  kind  of  abnse  of  private 
Property.  whiUc  the  abandoned  and  profligate  part  of  our  own  Army,  counle- 
oanced  by  a  few  Officers,  who  aielot>t  to  every  Setuc  of  Honor  and  Virlue.  as 
well  ax  their  Counirj's  good,  are  by  Rapine  and  Plunder,  spreading  Ruin  and 
Terror  wherever  they  go,  thereby  making  themselves  Infinitely  more  10  be 
dreaded,  than  the  common  iCnemy  they  are  come  to  oppose  :  At  the  same  lime 
that  it  exposes  Men  who  are  strolling  about  aftci  plunder  to  be  surprised  and 
taken.  The  Geueral  therefore  hope^  it  will  be  unnecessary,  on  any  foiuie 
Occasion,  for  him  lo  repeat  the  Orders  of  yesterday,  with  respect  to  this  matter, 
as  he  is  dctenoincd  to  shew  no  favor,  to  oSiccr,  or  soldier,  who  nhall  uilcnd 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
Hkad-Qoastkrs,  Hbichtsof  Hailkm,  ao  September.  1776. 

Sir. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  i6th 
with  its  inclosures  to  prevent  the  injury  and  abuses 
which  would  arise  from  the  Militia  and  other  troops 
carrying  away  Ammunition  and  Continental  prop- 
erty. I  have  published  the  substance  of  the  Resolves 
upon  the  subject  in  General  Orders. 

Since  my  letter  of  yesterday  nothing  of  import- 
ance has  cast  up.  The  Enemy  are  forming  a  large 
and  extensive  Encampment  in  the  plains  mentioned 
in  my  last  and  are  busily  employed  in  transporting 
their  cannon  and  Stores  from  Long  Island.  As  they 
advance  them  this  way,  we  may  reasonably  expect 
their  operations  will  not  long  be  deferred.  *  ■•  • 
Genls.    Howe'   and    Erskine's    proclamations    shew 

herein  ;  but  punish  wiifaoul  exception,  every  penon  who  shaW  Ix  foond  gnilty 
oi  lh»  inoiii  abominable  pnctice.  whidi  if  conltnucd,  musi  prove  the  desiruc. 
limn  of  any  Army  on  curth/'^Oritfr/r  BMt,  19  September,  1776. 

"  It  i»  probable  in  a  little  time,  the  enemy  will  allcmpt  to  force  lut  from 
hence,  at  vrc  arc  infoimcd  they  aie  bringing  many  t>(  tbeirhcavy  cannon  towards 
the  I[eit:hti,  and  ihc  works  we  have  thrown  up,  The* have  aim  Eight  or  nine 
Ships  of  War  in  the  North  River,  which  il  is  said  *n  to  cannonade  our  right 
flank  when  they  open  their  batteries  against  our  front.  Every  disposition  b 
making  on  ovir  part  for  defence,  and  Congress  may  he  assured  that  1  shall  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  10  maintain  the  po*t  so  Inag  a.«  it  shall  appear  procti* 
cable  and  Conducive  to  the  General  good." —  t%'ashiHgtaM  to  Ike  PrttiJtnt  of 
Congrtis,  19  September,  1776. 

'  "  I  received  yesterday  the  enclosed  dedanilioa  by  a  gentleman  from  Elin^ 
betktown,  who  told  me  many  copici  were  found  in  Ihc  possessioD  of  the  soldiers 
from  Canada  that  were  landed  there  a  day  or  two  a^o  by  General  Howe's  per- 
mission. I  shall  not  comment  upon  it.  It  Bcems  to  be  founded  on  the  pfcut 
thai  has  been  artfully  purnicd  for  sometime  past." — Watkittgton  t&  Comgrrtt, 
rj  September,  1776. 

Tht»  '•  declaration,"  dated  September  igth,  recited  the  disavowal  of  Coni;rcB 
of  "every  purjiose  of  reconciliation  nut  conitonanl  with  their  extravagant  and 
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the  measures  that  have  been  pursued  to  force  & 
seduce  the  Inhabitants  of  Long  Island  from  their 
allegiance  to  the  States  and  to  assist  in  their  destruc- 
tion. 

As  the  period  will  soon  arrive,  when  the  troops 
composing  the  present  army  (a  few  excepted)  will  be 
disbanded  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  enlistments, 
and  the  most  fatal  consequences  may  ensue,  if  a  suit- 
able and  timely  provision  is  not  made  in  this  instance, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  Congress  not 
only  the  expediency,  but  the  absolute  necessity  there 
is,  that  their  earliest  attention  should  be  had  to  this 
subject.  In  respect  to  the  time  that  troops  should 
be  engaged  for,  I  have  frequently  given  my  senti- 
ments ;  nor  have  I  omitted  to  express  my  opinion  of 

SnJidmiMiblc  claim  of  Independence,"  And  continued :  "  The  King  being  most 
graciouilv  pleased  to  direct  a  tevision  of  such  o(  his  royal  ii»inicliori»  to  hi» 
giivcrnon  lu  tn»y  lie  cmislrucd  lo  ]»j  an  impropci  reiitrainl  on  the  freedom  of 
Ie)[iiIation  in  any  of  his  Colonics,  and  to  coneur  in  the  reviul  of  aII  acts  by 
which  hit  M>j«s<y't  tiubject^  there  may  think  Ihemcelven  aKitrieved,  it  is  rcoom- 
atndcd  Co  the  inhabilaats  u  large  to  reflect  texiuutly  upon  thcU  pmcnt  ooadi* 
tion  and  expectations,  and  la  judge  for  thenuclvca  whether  it  be  more  ineon- 
liatcnt  with  their  honi:ir  and  Itapplneu  to  offer  up  iheii  hvci  a*  a  tacrilice  lo  the 
iiniuit  and  precarious  cause  in  which  Ihcy  are  engaged,  or  leluni  to  their  alle> 
^ancc,  accept  the  lilcMLings  of  peace,  and  to  he  secured  in  a  free  cnjoymenl  of 
Uieii  liberties  and  properties,  upon  the  principles  of  the  constitution."  Thi» 
dedanUion  occo^oned  nol  n  Ititlc  surpriM!  in  Porlluneiit  unoitg  the  opposition 
to  government.  Cavendish  choracleriiici]  it  as  "a  most  extraordinary  dccUn- 
lion,  which,  if  genuine,  required  the  attention  and  consideration  of  this 
HoUkc":  that  I'arhamcni  hai!  limttei)  the  power  of  the  commii^oners  to 
grantiiLK  pardons  and  receiving  submissions  ;  yet  ihey  were  found  reducing 
I'arliament  lo  a  ctplter  and  promisin];  that  the  kiiiij  will  cuncur  in  the  revision  of 
all  acts  by  which  his  .American  subjects  are  aggrieved.  Fox  abo  complained 
that  the  ]>enncr  of  the  declaration  bad  vinaatly,  and,  he  wonld  add.  audadassly 
engaged  for  the  sentimentt  of  I'ariiament.  "  In  America  all  v.x*  peace,  cnn- 
ciliaiion  and  parental  tcndcmeu ;  in  England,  nothing  bat  subjugation,  uncou* 
ditiooal  sabmiitsion,  and  a  war  of  conquest." 
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the  difficulties  that  will  attend  raising  them,  nor  of 
the  impracticability  of  effecting  it.  without  the  allow* 
ance  of  a  large  and  extraordinary  bounty.  It  is  a 
melancholy  and  painful  consideration  to  those,  who 
are  concerned  in  the  work,  and  have  the  command, 
to  be  forming  armies  constantly,  and  to  be  left  by 
troops  just  when  they  begin  to  deserve  the  name,  or 
perhaps  at  a  moment  when  an  important  blow  is 
expected.  This,  I  am  well  informed,  will  be  the  case 
at  Ticonderoga  with  part  of  the  troops  there,  unless 
some  system  Is  immediately  come  into  by  which  they 
can  be  induced  to  stay. 

Genl.  Schuyler  tells  me  in  a  Letter  received  yester- 
day that  DcHaas,  Maxwell's  and  Wines'  Regimts. 
stand  engaged  only  till  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
and  tliat  the  men,  he  is  fearfull,  will  not  remain 
longer  than  the  time  of  their  inlistments. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congress, 
that  the  season  is  fast  approaching  when  Cloaths  of 
every  kind  will  be  wanted  for  the  Army.  Their  dis- 
tress is  already  great  and  will  be  encreased  as  the 
weather  becomes  more  severe. 

Our  situation  is  now  bad,  but  is  much  better  than 
the  militia  that  are  coming  to  join  us  from  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  in  conse- 
quence of  the  requisition  of  Congress.  They,  I  am 
informed,  have  not  a  single  Tent  nor  a  necessary  of 
any  kind,  nor  can  I  conceive  how  it  will  be  possible 
to  support  them.  These  circumstances  are  extremely 
alarming,  and  oblige  me  to  wish  Congress  to  have 
all  the  Tents,  Cloathing  of  every  kind,  and  Camp 
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necessaries  provided  and  forwarded,  that  are  to  be 
procured.  These  Eastern  reinforcements  have  not  a 
single  necessary,  not  a  pan  or  a  kettle,  in  which  we 
are  now  greatly  deficient.  It  is  with  reluctance  that 
I  trouble  Congress  with  these  matters  but  to  whom 
can  I  resort  for  relief  unless  to  them  ?  The  neces- 
sity therefore,  which  urges  the  application,  will  ex- 
cuse it,  I  am  persuaded. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  transmit  Congress  a  Gen- 
eral Return  of  the  Army  this  week,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  situation  of  our  aiTairs,  and  the  great  shift- 
ing and  changing  among  the  troops.  As  soon  as  I 
can  procure  one  a  copy  shall  be  forwarded  to  Con- 
gress.    I  have  &c. 

P.  S.  Sept.  2  J  St.  1776.  Things  with  us  remain 
in  the  situation  they  were  yesterday.' 

'  "  Tlie  General  hopes  that  Soldiers  fighling  in  such  ft  canse,  u  cure,  will  not 
be  di9eour«|[C(I  by  Any  dJIBcullies  thai  may  ofTcr,  and  iafunn^  them  (hat  the 
grouada  he  now  pnoacucn,  arc  to  lie  ilefenitcd  at  all  events.  Any  oRicrr  cit 
(oldler  therefore,  who  (upon  Ihe  appnuch  or  atlttck  of  tin;  Enemy's  forces  by 
land  ur  water)  presume*  to  (uni  hit  back  and  flee,  shall  be  iiiitaiitly  shot  dowo, 
and  kII  good  officers  are  hereby  authoriied  and  required  to  see  Ihb  dotie,  that 
the  brave  and  gallant  part  af  the  Army  may  not  fall  a  sacrifice,  lo  the  base  and 
cowardly  part,  nc  share  their  diKgrace  in  a  coirairliy  or  unmanly  Kctreal.  The 
Heighta  wc  arc  now  upon  may  be  defended  against  double  ihi;  force  we  have 
to  oonlenil  with  ;  and  the  whole  Continent  expeclK  it  of  u«  ;  hiii  that  wc  may 
Bicifit  the  natural  Hrengih  of  the  ground,  as  much  as  powible  and  malce  out 
Posts  more  secure,  the  General  inuxi  earnestly  reeouimendjt  it  to  the  Cotnmand- 
ing  Officetv  of  every  llrigade,  and  Re|^menl.  to  turn  out  cvcr^-  man  ihcy  have 
oil  duty,  for  fatigue,  and  apply  to  Cot,  Pulnnm  for  tools,  and  directions  how 
and  where  to  work  ;Thi3ine«sure  ii  alto  earnestly  recommended  to  the  mea,  u 
it  will  tend  greatly  to  their  own  Mcurity  and  ease,  aa  the  guard*  will  be  Icstencd 
in  proportion,  aji  the  grounda  gel  sire nglhened.*'— OnAr/v  Book,  20  Sept. ,  1776. 

"  It  ii  earnestly  rceommeaded  tu  all  Brigadicn.  and  coraisuidini;  officers  ol 
Corps,  to  see  or  know  that  the  orders  relative  to  their  respective  Brigades.  &c. 
arc  complied  with ;  and  ihey  as  well  as  commanding  Officers  of  Rc^mcnis,  Ac. 
uc  requested  to  attend  particularly  to  the  State  of  the  Men's  health,  that  those 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRKSS. 

Camp  nkab  Kihgsbsiucb.  sa  Scptcraber.  1776. 

Sir. 

I  had  flattered  myself  that  the  Congress  would  be- 
fore this  Time  have  forwarded  the  Amended  Articles 
for  the  Government  of  the  Army.  But  as  they  have 
not  1  think  it  my  indispensable  Duty  to  lay  before 

that  arc  (rally  xitk,  mny  be  nupptlcil  in  the  Irent  manner,  our  siluntion  ftod  cir- 
cnmsiancrs  will  admit  or,  vrhiUt  nich  ac  (ctgn  themselves  sick,  merely  to  get 
excnuJ  hom  duly,  mevt  with  no  kind  of  counteuaoce  or  favut,  as  it  only 
tends  to  throw  the  bar<Jen  upon  tlie  tpihted  and  willing  men,  who  disdain  such 
scamUJoiu  pncticcs :  the  General  woald  rBiniad  all  oAccta  of  the  iitdispenai. 
ble  tteccMity  there  b  nf  each  of  them,  eierting  himself  in  the  Uepartmcnt  be 
acts ;  and  that  where  Way  i^  the  case,  of  the  ailv4tDtage«  rcinlting  from  it,  aa  as 
Artny,  let  it  be  ever  >o  larsc,  then  ))iuvc>  like  Cl«<k  Wtrrk  ;  wbereaa  witbcnt 
■I,  it  is  ofi  bctler  than  an  ungixvematite  Machine,  that  seems  only  to  perplex 
and  distract  thosv  who  attempt  to  condnct  it." — Orderly  BmM,  u  September. 

1776- 

Some  wild  stories  were  current  in  London  when  the  movements  at  the  Con- 
nectknt  Iroopi  after  the  battle  of  l.ung  Island  were  known,  based  apon  UMiie 
lettcn  from  the  British  anny.  The  Ijondvn  Chrvnitb  (October  i9-tsthj  related 
how  three  persons  (laHint;  from  New  York  to  Long  Island  informed  Uw  Brit- 
ish ([eoeral  that  Wuhingluii  had  ordered  three  battalions  of  New  York  pn> 
vindals  to  leave  the  city,  to  be  replaced  by  an  equal  nnmher  of  Coanccticat 
lroo(>s  ;  "  but  the  former,  auurd  that  the  Conneclicatians  wOald  bum  and 
destroy  nil  the  houses,  peremptorily  icfuscd  to  |{i*c  up  their  city,  deUnring  that 
no  cause  or  existence  whatsoever,  should  induce  them  to  intnist  the  defence  of 
it  to  any  gther  thati  her  own  inhabitants  ; — this  spirited  and  siabbom  retolu- 
lion  prevailed  over  the  orders  of  their  commander,  and  the  New  Yorkers  con- 
tinue snugly  in  possession  of  the  place."  In  the  next  issue  of  this  sheet  there 
was  a  ctrcuinslanltal  acconnt  *A  a  "most  dreadful  fray  "  in  the  town  of  New 
York  between  the  New  Yorkers  and  the  Pcnnsylvanians  and  New  KnglAoders, 
the  last  wishing  to  set  fire  to  the  town  and  rclicat  :  that  the  New  Yorkers 
had  won,  and  in  conseqaeiicv  the  forces  from  New  England  and  Penntylvaata 
had  "withdrawn  them»el<ret."  Then  lumor  said  that  Howe  sent  (O  WaaUng- 
toa  "  not  to  bum  New  York,"  but  icceivcd  for  answer,  thai  "  he  woiald  keep 
New  York  as  tnng  as  ll  was  tenable,  and  when  he  could  defend  it  no  longer, 
he  should  certainty  burn  it  and  retire.  m>  as  to  cat  off  all  sup[)liea."  The 
dimax  was  reached  on  the  23d,  when  it  was  *'  strongly  "  reported  the  British 
took  possession  of  the  town  on  September  loth,  and  General  Washington  was 
taken  prisoner," 
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them  the  Necessity,  the  absolute  Necessity  of  forming 
an  Article  against  plundering,  marauding  and  burning 
of  Houses,  Such  a  Spirit  has  gone  forth  in  our 
Army  that  neither  publick  or  private  Property  is 
secure — Every  Hour  brings  the  most  distressing 
complaints  of  the  Ravages  of  our  own  Troops  who 
are  become  infinitely  more  formidable  to  the  poor 
Farmers  and  Inhabitants  than  the  common  Enemy. 
Horses  are  taken  out  off  the  Continental  Teams  ;  the 
Baggage  of  Officers  and  the  Hospital  Stores,  even 
the  Quarters  of  General  Officers  are  not  exempt  from 
Rapine. 

Some  severe  and  exemplary  Punishment  to  be  in- 
flicted in  a  summary  Way  must  be  immediately 
administered,  or  the  Army  will  be  totally  ruined.  I 
must  beg  the  immediate  Attention  of  Congress  to 
this  Matter  as  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  our  Ex- 
istence as  an  Army.     I  am,  &:c. 


TO   JOHN   AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

Hbightsw  IIakki.km,  33  September,  1776. 

Dear  Brother, 

My  extream  hurry  for  some  time  past  has  rendered 
it  utterly  impossible  for  mc  to  pay  that  attention  to 
the  letters  of  my  friends,  which  inclination  and  natural 
affection  always  inclines  me  to.  I  have  no  doubt, 
therefore,  of  meeting  with  their  excuse,  tho'  with 
respect  to  yourself  i  have  had  no  Letter  from  you 
since  the  date  of  my  last  saving  the  one  of  Scptr. 
the  ist     With  respect  to  the  attack  and  Retreat  from 
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LoDg  Island,  the  public  Papers  would  furnish  you 
with  accounts  nearly  true.  I  shall  only  add,  that  in 
the  former  we  lost  about  eight  hundred  men,  more 
than  three  fourths  of  which  were  taken  prisoners. 
This  misfortune  happened  in  a  great  measure  by  Two 
detachments  of  our  People,  who  were  Posted  in  two 
Roads  leading  thro'  a  wood,  in  order  to  intercept  the 
Enemy  in  their  march,  suffering  a  Surprise,  and 
making  a  precipitate  Retreat,  which  enabled  the 
Enemy  to  lead  a  great  part  of  their  force  agsijnst  the 
Troops  commanded  by  Lord  Stirling,  who  formed  a 
third  detachment,  who  behaved  with  great  bravery 
and  resolution. 

As  to  the  Retreat  from  the  Island,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances we  then  were,  it  became  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  was  effected  without  loss  of  men,  and  with 
but  very  little  baggage.  A  few  heavy  cannon  were 
left,  not  being  movable  on  account  of  the  Ground 
being  soft  and  miry,  Thro'  the  heavy  and  incessant 
rains  which  had  fallen.  The  Enemy's  loss  in  killed 
we  could  never  ascertain,  but  have  many  reasons  to 
believe,  that  it  was  pretty  considerable,  and  exceeded 
ours  a  good  deal.  Our  Retreat  from  thence,  as  I 
said  before,  was  absolutely  necessary,  the  Enemy 
having  landed  the  main  body  of  their  army  to  attack 
us  in  Front,  while  their  ships  of  war  were  to  cut  off 
all  communication  with  the  city,  from  whence  resources 
of  men  and  provisions  were  to  be  drawn. 

Having  made  this  Retreat,  not  long  after  we  dis- 
covered, by  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  and  the 
information  we  received  from  Deserters  and  others, 
that  they  declined  attacking  our  Lines  in  the  city, 
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and  were  forming  a  plan  to  get  in  our  Rear  with  their 
Land  army,  by  crossing  the  Sound  above  us,  and 
thereby  to  cut  off  all  Intercourse  with  the  country  and 
every  necessary  supply.  The  ships  of  war  were  to 
cooperate,  possess  the  North  River,  and  prevent  suc- 
cours from  the  Jerseys,  &c  This  Plan  appearing 
probable,  and  but  too  practicable  in  its  execution,  it 
became  necessary  to  guard  agt  the  fatal  consequences, 
that  must  follow,  if  the  scheme  were  effected  ;  for 
which  purpose  I  caused  a  removal  of  a  part  of  our 
troops  and  stores  from  the  city  ;  and  a  council  of 
general  officers  determined,  that  it  must  be  entirely 
abandoned,  as  we  had,  with  an  army  weaker  than 
theirs,  a  line  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  to  defend, 
to  keep  open  our  communication  with  the  country, 
besides  the  defence  of  the  city.  We  held  up,  how- 
ever, every  show  of  defence,  till  our  Sick  and  all  our 
stores  could  be  brought  away.  The  evacuation 
being  resolved  upon,  every  exertion  in  our  power 
was  made  to  baffle  their  designs  and  effect  our  own. 
The  sick  were  numerous,  amounting  to  more  than 
the  fourth  part  of  our  whole  army,  and  an  object  of 
great  Importance,  Happily  we  got  them  away;  but, 
before  we  could  bring  off  all  our  stores,  on  Sunday 
morning  six  or  seven  ships  of  war,  which  had  gone 
up  the  East  River  some  few  days  before,  began  a 
most  severe  and  heavy  cannonade,  to  scour  the 
grounds  and  effect  a  landing  of  their  Troops.  Three 
Ships  of  War  also  ran  up  the  North  River  that 
morning  above  the  city,  to  prevent  our  Boats  and 
small  craft  from  carrying  away  our  Baggage,  &c. 
I  had  gone  the  Evening  before  to  the  main  body  of 


our  army,  which  was  Posted  about  these  Heights  and 
the  Plains  of  Haerlem,  where  it  seemed    probable, 
from  the  movements  and  disposition  of  the  Enemy, 
they  meant  to  Land  and  make  an  attack   the  next 
morning.      However  the  Event  did  not  happen.     Im- 
mediately on  hearing  the  cannonade,  I   rode  with  all 
possible  expedition  towards  the  place  of  Landing',  and 
where  Breastworks  had  been  thrown  up  to  secure  our 
men;  and  found  the  Troops,  that  had  been  posted  there, 
to  my  great  surprise  and  mortification,  and  those  or- 
dered to  their  support,  (consisting  of   Eight    Regi- 
ments) notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  their  Generals 
toform  them,  running  away  in  the  most  shameful  and 
disgraceful  manner.     I  used  every  possible  effort  to 
rally  them,  but  to  no  purpose ;  and,  on  the  appear- 
ance oE  a  small  part  of  the  Enemy,  (not  more  than 
sixty  or  seventy,)  they  ran  off  without  firing  a  Single 
Gun-     Many  of  our  heavy  cannon  would  Inevitably 
have  fallen  into  the  Enemy's  hands,  as  they  landed  so 
soon;  but  this  scandalous  conduct  occasioned  a  loss 
of  many  Tents,  Baggage,  and  Camp-equipage,  which 
would  have  been  easily  secured,  had  they  made  the 
least  opposition. 

The  Retreat  was  made  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men 
only.  We  Encamped,  and  still  are,  on  the  Heights 
of  Haerlem,  which  are  well  suited  for  Defence  against 
their  approaches.  On  Monday  morning,  they  ad- 
vanced in  sight  in  several  large  bodies,  butattempted 
nothing  of  a  general  nature,  tho'  there  were  smart 
skirmishes  between  their  advanced  parties  and  some 
Detachments  from  our  lines,  which  I  sent  out.      In 
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these  our  Troops  behaved  well,  putting  the  enemy  to 
flight  in  open  Ground,  and  forcing  them  from  Posts 
they  had  seized  two  or  three  times.  A  sergeant,  who 
deserted  from  them,  says  they  had,  as  he  was  told, 
eighty-nine  wounded  and  missing,  besides  slain  ;  but 
other  accounts  make  the  wounded  much  greater. 
Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  sixty;  but 
the  greatest  loss  we  sustained  was  in  the  death  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Knowlton,  a  brave  and  gallant 
ofHiccr.  Major  Leitch  of  Weedon's  Regiment  had 
three  balls  though  his  side,  and  behaved  exceedingly 
well.  He  is  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  Nothing 
material  has  happened  since  this.  The  Enemy,  it  is 
said,  are  bringing  up  their  heavy  cannon,  so  that  we 
are  to  expect  another  attack  soon,  both  by  Land  and 
Water,  as  we  are  upon  the  Hudson,  (or  North  River) 
at  the  place  where  we  have  attempted  to  stop  the 
navigation  by  sinking  obstructions  in  the  river  and 
erecting  Batteries. 

The  Dependence,  which  the  Congress  Iiave  placed 
upon  the  militia,  has  already  greatly  injured,  and  I 
fear  will  totally  ruin  our  cause.  Being  subject  to  no 
controul  themselves,  they  introduce  disorder  among 
the  troops,  whom  you  have  attempted  to  discipline, 
while  the  change  in  their  living  brings  on  sickness ; 
this  makes  them  I  mpaticnt  to  get  home,  which  spreads 
universally,  and  introduces  abominable  desertions. 
In  short,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  words  to  describe 
the  task  1  have  to  act  Fifty  thousand  pounds  should 
not  induce  me  again  to  undergo  what  I  have  done. 
Our  numbers,  by  sickness,  desertion,  &c.,  arc  greatly 


reduced.'  I  have  been  trying  these  four  or  6ve  days 
to  get  a  return,  but  have  not  yet  succeeded.  I  am 
sure,  however,  we  have  not  more  than  twelve  or  four- 
teen thousand  men  fit  for  duty,  whilst  the  enemy, 
who,  it  is  said,  are  very  healthy,  cannot  Iiave  less  than 
near  twenty-five  thousand.  With  sincere  love  to  my 
sister  and  the  family,  and  compliments  to  any  inquir- 
ing friends,  I  am,  &c' 

'  "  The  thtitcen  inilitiit  rcipments  from  CoDnccticul  being  rvdaoed  in  •  little 
more  ihiD  700  men,  rank  &nd  lilc,  fit  for  duty,  I  have  ihousht  proper  to  dis- 
charge th«  whole  to  uve  the  Stain  the  tmmtntie  charge  that  would  uue  for 
oS>cer:i'  pay.  There  ftic,  loo,  mftny  militia  llut  have  jtul  come  in  ttnd  <m  UkCir 
way  fiom  that  Slate,  iioii«  uf  which  are  provided  with  a.  lent  or  s  sia^e  camp 
utensil.  This  disttcaes  me  bttyottd  meuurc." — tyatiingUn  to  the  i^rtavinU 
0/  Cengreis,  24  September.  1776, 

* "  On  Fridny  night,  (L^oul  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
dty  of  New  York,  ncm  the  new,  or  St.  Paul's  churdt,  as  it  ut  said,  «rhlch  con- 
tinued In  liura  prelly  TApidly  liI1  after  iiunn>«  the  next  mnrning.  I  have  not 
been  informed  bow  the  accident  hap|wncd,  nor  lecetved  any  certftin  account  of 
the  ddinagc.  Report  says  many  of  the  housct  between  the  Brosdwny  and  the 
river  were  consumed." — fVa-tiin^tam  la  the  PrtJtdtnl  of  Orngftis,  93  SeptciB- 
bcr,  1776. 

There  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  any  responsible ofliccr  or  public  body  wu 
COitcenicd  in  lhi»  attempt  lu  fire  the  city,  and  it  was  probably  started   to  otrrerl 
a  loot  of  the  houKcs.     At  the  time,  it  wu  charged  that  some  of  tbe  Kew  En^i 
land  men  were  principally  concerned,  a  Mirvival  of  that  tentiment  exprcsMd  Ilk  < 
the  note  un  page  434  ;  but  direct  evidence  is  also  wasting  in  Ibis  opinion.     An 
English  officer  wrote  on  the  23d  :  "  It  was  set  on  6rc  towards  the  Xorth  River, 
in  a  part  cA  the  town  where  the  laboring  people  lived,  as  alio  where  tlic  Englith 
prolcstnnl  chnrthcs  were,  as  well  as  tlic  college."     Some  persons,  caught  iu  the 
act  of  lirintj  Iruildiugi,  were  shot  un  Che  kitol.     Durke,  in  Parliament,  described 
the  finding  in  a  celiar  in  New  Vork,  a  woman  "  with  her  visage  besmeared  and 
smutted  over,  with  every  mark  of  rage,  desjmlr,  reiolutioa,  and  the  most  ex- 
alted patriocLkui,  buried  iti  eombuKlililes,  in  order  to  tire  New  York,  and  perish 
in  its  uhcG."     ParUamrittary  Rt/;ister,  1776,  60. 

"The  fire  originated  at  or  neat  Whitehall,  soon  extended  lo  the  Exchange. 
took  Its  counc  up  the  west  side  of  Ilroad  Street,  as  far  as  Vcrlatlcnbcrg  [liU, 
consuming  nil  the  blocks  from  llie  WliitehnlJ  up.  The  Hsmcs  extended  acron 
the  Broadway  from  the  lioiue  o(  M  r.  David  Johnson  10  Beaver  Lane,  or  Fischer's 
Alley,  on  the  west,  and  carried  all  before  It.  a  few  bulldingx  enceptcd,  to  the 


1776] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


«< 


TO    LIEUTENANT-GENERAL    HOWE. 

HtAD-QlTARTKltS,  HsrcKTSOF  HAEKLEU, 
93  Septctrbcc,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  yesterday  evening  received  the  favor  of  your 
letter  of  the  aist,  by  your  aid-de-camp  Captain  Mon- 
tresor,  in  consequence  of  which,  I  this  morning 
despatched  an  express  to  Elizabethtown,  with  orders 
that  Major-Gcncral  Prcscott  should  be  permitted  to 
return  in  the  boat,  that  carried  General  Sullivan  over 
to  that  place.  I  most  readily  concur  in  the  proposi- 
tion, which  you  are  pleased  to  make  for  the  exchange 
of  Brigadier-General  Lord  Stirling  for  Governor 
Montfort  Brown,  and  have  sent  for  him  accordingly. 
1  should  hope,  that  Lord  Stirling  will  be  immediately 
set  at  liberty,  on  my  promise  that  Governor  Brown 
shall  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  he  arrives.     I  had  no 

bouse  tX  the  coruet  of  Ban.lHj'  Street,  wlicrchi  the  laic  Mr.  Atlnm  Vandenbern 
lived,  Evccpin^;  tbc  cross  streets  in  the  way.  .  .  .  The  cause  of  the  fire  is  not 
known.  We  Inugine  about  a  6th  port  of  the  whole  city  is  destroyed." 
Penaiyh'ama  jfimrnat.  20  October,  1736. 

In  clcicribinB  thia  cala>.lrupii«,  tlic  Britixli  Commiunler  wrote  to  Lord  George 
Gcrmatnc,  on  iht  331I,  that  the  town  wu  set  on  krv  in  Keveral  places,  with 
matches  and  LDinbittUbles.  that  had  been  prepared  nith  sieattrt  and  intiennity, 
He  added, — "  Many  were  detected  in  the  fact,  and  »ome  killed  npon  tlie  w)X)t 
by  the  enraged  troops  in  (garrison;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  cscrtionH  of 
Major-tieneral  Kot>crl5on,  the  officers  under  hli  cnmmanid  in  tovn,  and  the 
brigade  oigu»d.ti;teiaclicil  (rum  the  camp,  ihc  whole  mukt  iiif^Ilitily  have  been 
consumed, as  tlic  night  was  ejclrcmcly  windy.  The  destruction  ii  computed  to 
be  about  one  quarter  of  Ihe  town." 

Wuhinglon  ninkc«  no  mention  of  Nathan  Male,  the  "  m^irtyr  spy  of  the  Rev- 
olution," who  yta.&  huug  En  New  York  by  tlie  Driti^h  on  Ihe  inoriiiinj;  of  aa  Sep- 
tember, 1776.  Col.  Knowlton  wu  requested  by  the  General  to  ilnd  a  man  will- 
ing and  capable  to  penetrate  the  eacny's  lines,  and  obtain  information  of  their 
plan*,  and  llalc,  a  captain  uC  hii  troop,  volunteered.  He  had  xuceccdcd  so  far 
at  to  be  on  his  return  to  the  American  camp,  when  he  was  arrested  on  aiu- 
picioD,  ideDiified  by  a  tory  relative,  and  after  an  eaiimiiuiioci,  hung  as  a  »py. 
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doubt  but  Mr.  McDonald's  title  would  have  been 
acknowledged,  having  understood,  that  he  received 
his  commission  from  the  hands  of  Governor  Martin ; 
nor  can  I  consent  to  rank  him  as  major,  till  I  have 
proper  authority  from  Congress,  to  whom  I  shall 
state  the  matter  upon  your  representation.' 

Agreeably   to   your   request,   I   shall    transmit  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  a  copy  of  the   list  of 
ofificers  of  the  forty-second   and   seventy-first    regi- 
ments, taken  by  us  last  spring,  that  it  may  be  recti- 
fied in  the  instances  in  which  it  may  be  wrong,  and 
will  then  place  opposite  to  their  names  the  officers  I 
would  wish  in  return  for  them.     The  exchange  of 
privates  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  in  my 
power  to  carr)-  into  execution  ;  but  their  being  greatly 
dispersed  through  the  New  England  governments,  in 
order  to  their  better  accommodation,  will  prevent  it 
for  some    time.     Having   the   fullest  confidence   in 
your  assurance,    that    Mr.    LovcU  will    be    released 
when  he  arrives  from   Halifax,   I  have  written    for 
Governor  Skene  to  come  to  head-quarters,  that  he 
may  proceed  immediately  to  you. 

As  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  settled  between 
Captain  Foster  and  General  Arnold,  I  beg  leave  to 
inform  you,  that  it  was  a  transaction  In  which  I  had 
not  the  smallest  concern,  nor  have  I  authority  to  give 
directions  in  any  degree  respecting  the  matter.  The 
information   you  have   received  concerning  the  ill* 

'  The  British  coiamander  declined  exchanging  McDonald  for  a  brignSer,  oa 
the  ground  thai  he  had  commiKsionH  him  ns  major;  hut  Congrm  dedded 
that,  as  he  had  hc>en  commtSMoncd  a  brigadier  by  Gavernur  Martin  of  NorA 
Carolina,  he  ihuald  not  be  exchanged  far  an  ofKcer  of  lower  rank. 
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treatment  of  your  officers,  I  would  fain  hope,  Is  not 
generally  well  founded.'  The  letters  from  them, 
which  have  passed  through  my  hands,  hold  forth  a 
dilTcrcnt  language.  In  particular  instances,  it  is  true, 
there  arc  some,  who  have  been  restricted  to  a  closer 
confinement  and  severer  treatment  than  they  other- 
wise would  have  been,  for  breaking  or  refusing  to 
give  their  paroles ;  such,  I  am  confident,  will  not  be 
countenanced  by  your  Excellency  ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  by  a  closer  investigation  of  the  enquiry 
you  will  discover,  that  there  have  been  no  other  per- 
sons whatever,  who  have  experienced  the  smallest 
harshness  from  us.  I  shall,  however,  obtain  all  the 
information  on  the  subject  in  my  power,  that  every 
ground  of  complaint,  if  any  exists,  may  be  entirely 
removed  ;  it  being  my  most  earnest  wish,  that,  during 
this  unhappy  contest,  there  be  every  exercise  of 
humanity  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will  possibly 
admit' 

'  Gcneml  Ho«rc  had  written  :— "  It  is  with  muth  concern,  that  1  cannot  cloce 
this  letter  without  rcprcscDting  the  JlUucatntctil,  which  I  am  too  well  informed 
ike  Kiiig\  oHicen  now  «u(T«f  in  t'oinmon  gsoh  throughout  the  provinces  of 
New  Cngltnd.  I  "pply  to  your  feelings  alono  for  redress,  having  no  idea  of 
commitlini;  myulf  hy  an  act  of  retaliation  upon  thoM;  In  tny  power," 

'"The  nnmbcr  of  prisoners  accoiding  to  [hc»c  returns  is  greater  ihaa  wc  ex* 
pectcd.  However,  !  am  inclined  tu  believe,  thai,  among  Uium:  in  the  Ibt  from 
Long  lalnntl,  are  xeveral  tniliiia  of  Ocneral  Woodhul)'>  party,  who  were  never 
arranged  in  this  army.  As.  lo  those  taken  on  the  isili,  ibey  greaily  «K«e»l  the 
number  (hat  I  suppwed  fell  into  their  hand&  iu  ihe  reueui  from  the  city.  At 
the  liine  that  I  inuumittcd  an  account  of  that  affair,  I  had  not  obtained  returns, 
and  took  tlic  matter  upon  the  officers*  rcpurts.  They  are  difiicult  to  gc!  vrilh 
certainly  al  any  time.  In  the  skirmish  nf  Monday  w'nnight,  they  coiittt  hare 
taken  but  very  few. 

"  Before  I  cuncluile,  I  sludl  take  UE:cuiun  to  mention,  that  those  returns 
made  with  sudi  precisian,  and  the  difficulty  that  will  aUcnd  the  prupowd  ex- 
change  on  account  of  the  dinpcrscd  and  .icattcTcd  state  of  the  prisoners  in  our 
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Your  aid-de-camp  delivered  to  me  the  ball  you 
mencion,  which  was  the  first  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw 
or  heard  of.  You  may  depend  the  contrivance  is 
highly  abhorred  by  mc,  and  every  measure  shall  be 
taken  to  prevent  so  wicked  and  infamous  a  practice 
being  adopted  in  this  army.     1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

&C.' 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

HKAO-Qt'ARTEKS.  HeiCHTS  OF  RabeLEM. 

33  September,  1776. 

Sir. 

«  «  »  «  «  * 

I  must  beg  your  excuse,  for  not  having  wrote  you 
of  late  upon  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  and  such 
events  as  have  occurred  in  the  military  line.  I  shall 
only  add,  that  the  important  concerns,  which  have 
commanded    my  closest   attention,    have    been    the 

bandit,  will  deorljr  evince  the  necessity  of  appointing  CDinini«sartes  Knd  proper 
persons  to  superintend  k  condua  tn  «uch  ln«ta.ncM.  Thi»  1  took  the  lihcrly  of 
■>^"R  "^(^rt  thai)  omc.  as  well  on  account  of  (he  propriety  of  the  tnouare,  an<l 
the  iiMviaR,  ihnt  wnuld  hnvc  rfsultcif  fram  jl,  as  that  the  priiioncrk  mi^l  be 
treated  v.-ith  humanity,  and  have  their  M-nntM  partictilariy  attended  to."—  Watk- 
inghm  to  4it  Pretidtul  &/  Congw/ti,  3$  Septemhet,  1776. 

The  niimber  uf  prisoners  returned  by  Gener&I  Howe,  as  uVen  on  the  isth 
and  16th  of  September,  was  three  hundred  and  fifly-four  officers  and  privates. 

>  Kespectinf;  this  IkiOI.  General  Howe  had  spoken  as  follows  in  his  letter. 
"  My  a.itl-ile-cfim))  will  present  i»  ynu  n  hall  cut  and  fixed  tn  the  end  of  a  Bail, 
talccn  fnini  a  itunibcr  of  the  same  kind,  found  in  the  cncsRipment  quilted  by 
yuur  Iruops  uii  the  ijth  inKlant.  1  do  nul  make  any  loniiuenl  aipou  nich  tut* 
wairantiible  and  mnliciom  praclicfv,  hiring  well  auiured  that  llw  conlilvance  has 
not  come  to  youi  knowledge." 

ny  the  [oUowiui;  extiaL-t  from  a  letter  written  to  Lord  George  Germaine  by 
General  flowe,  dated  September  3jth.  il  wuuld  appear,  that  he  was  not  very 
sanguine,  as  to  the  success  of  (he  campaign.  "The  cuemy  is  loo  «tron|[ly 
posted,"  be  writes,  "  to  be  attacked  in  front,  and  inn  it  me  table  diificullies  are  in 
our  way  of  tumii^  him  on  cither  side,  though  hi»  army  is  much  dii.piriled  fnm 
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cause,  and,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  will  furnish  me 
with  a  sufficient  apology.  Of  the  evacuation  of  the 
city  of  New  York  on  Sunday  sen'night,  and  the  re- 
treat to  this  place,  you  will  have  heard  before  now, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  wa.s  conducted.  I  am 
certain,  a  minute  relation  of  them  would  only  increase 
the  uneasiness,  which  would  naturally  arise  upon 
hearing  the  events  ;  and,  therefore,  as  I  have  not 
time,  I  shall  not  enter  upon  it 

The  Enemy  by  their  movements  having  unfolded 
their  plan  of  Operations  and  discovered  that  they 
declined  making  a  direct  attack  upon  the  Town,  and 
that  their  designs  were  to  land  in  our  rear  and  cut 
off  all  intercourse  with  the  Country  ;  at  the  same  time 
to  prevent  any  Communication  with  the  Jersey  and 
States  South  of  the  North  River,  by  means  of  their 
Ships  of  War;  it  became  necessary  to  adopt  such 

the  late  tuccen  of  h»  UaJMly's  wnu  ;  yet  have  I  noi  the  cmsllea  prospect  of 
finithiog  the  combu  this  caiii]>ai)>»,  nut  until  tlic  relicis  kce  preparation !•  in  the 
spring.  th«t  may  preclude  all  thouchls  of  further  rchisi&nce.  To  thU  cad  I 
wnaM  propcMC  eight  nr  ten  line-of-h&itle  \hl);i»  to  be  wiih  us  in  Fehmary.  with 
a  numhet  nf  supernumerary  »cuiicn  (or  manning  boAls,  hfitiiig  folly  cipcricnced 
ihc  want  of  them  in  every  inovemeni  wc  havt  mailv.  Wc  nwst  abu  has-c  re- 
cniiti  (rcim  Eumpe,  not  ftniling  the  Ainericnnii  disposeil  lu  nerve  with  arm*, 
notwith&Ianiling  ihe  hopes  held  om  to  me  upon  my  arriral  in  this  port." 

The  General  hot  alludes  to  a  Icitet.  which  he  bad  written  to  Lortl  Cevrse 
Gennaine  July  7th,  aoon  arter  his  arrival  at  StAten  Ifiland,  in  which  he  said : — "  ] 
met  with  Governor  Tryon  on  hoard  of  a  ihip  at  the  Kouk,  and  many  eenClcmcn 
fut  friends  to  government  attending  him,  from  whom  I  have  had  the  iullest 
informalion  of  the  ttalc  of  the  reheU  "  ;  and  adtltrd,  "  There  is  great  reason  lo 
expect  a  nunieruvii  body  of  the  inhntMlanl*  lo  join  Ihe  army  from  the  pit>viac«» 
o(  New  York,  the  Jcr«c)%  and  Connecticut,  who,  in  thif  time  of  univcrMl  op- 
prefsion,  only  wait  for  opponunitlck  to  give  proofi  of  their  loyalty  and  lea]  for 
govcmmcnl."  fn  the»e  anticipations,  after  two  months' experience.  General 
Ilovre  fouud  hiiuicif  deceived,  and  he  advinnl  the  minister  lo  prepare  fur  tend- 
ing  out  European  reinforccmenta  for  the  next  campugn. 


measures,  as  seemed  best  calculated  to  baffle  their 
schemes  and  promote  the  common    Interests.       To 
these  ends,   a  Council    of    Officers   determined  tlie 
evacuation  of  the  city  absolutely    necessary,    and  I 
have  only  to  wish,  that  it  had  been  made  in    a  way 
more  honorable  and  with,  less  loss  of  Baggage  ;  which 
might  have  been  tlie  case,  had  the  Troops  that  re- 
mained there  for  the  defence  of  the  Lines,  not  bo, 
taken  themselves  to  a  most  precipitate  and  disgrace- 
ful flight,  contrary  to   the  exertions  of  their  General 
Officers  and  every  effort  in  my  Power  to  prevent  and 
form   ihcm.      Having  gone  from   hence,   as  soon  as 
the  Sliips  began  their  Cannonade,  and  whither  I  had 
come  the  night  before  to  the  main  Body  of  our  Army, 
in  expectation  of  an  Attack  that  night  or  the  next 
morning;  as  the  parade  of  the  Enemy,  and  the  un- 
usual stir  amongst  them  strongly  indicated  one.    The 
next  morning,    several   large  Columns  of  them   ap- 
peared on  the  Pliiins,  at  the  distance  of  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  below  us,  and  some  smart  skirmishes 
ensued  between  their  advanced  parties  composed  of 
the  2d  Battalion  of  Infantry,  a  Regiment  of  Royal 
Highlanders,  and  three  Companies  of  the  Hessian 
Chasseurs  or  Rille  men.  and  the  detachments  which  I 
sent  out  to  oppose  them.     Upon  this  occasion,  our 
men  behaved  with   great  spirit  and  Intrepidity,  put- 
ting the  Enemy  to  flight  and  forcing  them  from  their 
Posts  two  or  three  times.     Our  people  buried  Six- 
teen or  Eighteen  of  their  dead,  as  they  say  ;  and  a 
sergeant  who  has  since  deserted  reports,  they  had 
Eighty  nine  missing  and  wounded.      Our  Loss  in 
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number  is  inconsiderable  but  must  be  considered  as 
great,  in  the  fall  of  Lieut.  Colo.  Knowlton  of  your 
State  who  commanded  a  party  of  Rangers,  composed 
of  Volunteers  from  the  several  New  England  Regi- 
ments, and  who  was  a  brave  and  good  officer.  Every 
honor  was  paid  to  his  merit  in  his  Interment,  that 
the  situation  of  things  would  admit  of. 

The  enemy  have  formed  a  large  encampment  in 
the  plains,  or  rather  heights,  below  us,  extending 
across  as  it  were  from  the  East  to  the  North  River ; 
but  have  attempted  nothing  as  yet  of  a  general 
nature.  We  are  making  every  disposition  in  our 
power  for  defence,  and  I  should  hope,  from  the 
ground  we  are  on,  if  they  make  an  attack,  and  our 
men  behave  with  tolerable  resolution  and  firmness, 
that  they  will  meet  with  a  repulse,  or  at  least,  any 
advantage  they  gain  will  be  attended  with  sorrow  and 
a  considerable  loss.  Major  Leitch,  who  led  on  a 
detachment  of  the  Virginia  regiment  in  the  affair  of 
Monday,  received  three  balls  through  one  side  ;  he 
still  retains  his  spirits,  and  seems  as  if  he  would  re- 
cover.' On  Friday  night,  about  eleven  or  twelve 
o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which, 
burning  rapidly  till  after  sunrise  next  morning,  de- 
stroyed a  great  number  of  houses.  By  what  means  it 
happened  we  do  not  know  ;  but  the  gentleman,  who 
brought  the  letter  from  General  Howe  last  night,  and 
who  was  one  of  his  aide-de-camps  informed  Colonel 
Reed,  that  several  of  our  countrymen  had  been 
punished  with  various  deaths  on  account  of  it.  some 

'  He  MOn  grew  wone,  waA  died  a\  lii_i  wound*  t>ii  iKc  [at  of  Oclober. 
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by  hanging,  others  by  burning  &c  ;  alleging,  that 
they  were  apprehended  when  committing  the  fact.  I 
am,  &C. 

P.  S.  I  would  choose  that  Governors  Brown  & 
Skene  should  be  stopt  when  they  come  within  Ten  or 
twelve  miles  and  detained  until  one  of  the  escort 
can  inform  me  of  their  coming  and  receive  my  direc- 
tions respecting  them. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS.* 

Colo.  Mokris's.  ok  the  Heiuhts  op  Haeujoi, 
14  Scptembvf,  1776, 
StR, 

From  the  hours  allotted  to  sleep,  I  will  borrow  a 
few  moments  to  convey  my  thoughts  on  sundry  im- 
portant matters  to  Congress.     I  shall  ofTer  them  with 

'  In  ht§  journey  to  Statcn  NUnd  jolin  Adami  noted  the  stniEgling  Knd 
loitering  soldiers  an  the  road  and  in  the  public  houMs.  ftnd  conceJTed  "  but  ■ 
poor  opinion  of  the  dliciptinc  of  our  forces,  and  excited  as  much  indignition  « 
aiiurty."  Upon  tii«  return  to  Congrerti,  at  his  trwlance,  and  Ifarough  the 
BomnI  of  War,  a  rrsolulinn  for  enforcing  and  perfecting  discipline  in  tlie  ansjr 
was  adopted.  "  Tbat  ibe  Couimaiider  iii  Chief  uf  ilie  furves  of  these  Stain  in 
■he  several  dcparimcnis.  be  directed  to  give  po<^itive  orders  lo  the  bricadier-gen- 
emlfi  and  coloneU,  and  all  other  officers  in  thdr  uveral  annle&,  thai  the  iroupt 
under  IheiT  command  may  every  day  he  mlled  togrlher  and  trained  in  arm*,  in 
order  tlial  ofTiccr«  aud  men  may  be  perfeclcd  in  the  nianua]  exerciie  and 
mami^uTen,  and  iMureil  to  the  muit  exemplary  diicipliiie,  and  that  alt  officcti 
be  assured  thai  the  Cnngtcw  will  consider  activity  and  success  in  introducing 
discipline  [oto  the  aimy.  arDong  the  best  recommendations  for  promotioB." 
ycnnmh  «/  Cfingrtst,  iq  September,  1776,  Tti*  officious  resolnlion  mitia  have 
reached  Washington  before  the  33d,  and  t^as  the  cause  of  the  letter  of  the  Z4th, 
which  n-as  written  by  his  own  hand,  and  shown  no  sign  of  re^ntmcnt  at 
the  criticism  thus  levelled  against  him  by  Adam^  and  the  Congress.  Tbe 
exiretuc  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  obtaimnft  even  the  semblance  of  di*ci- 
pline  in  such  an  army  as  Con^rcsiv  gave  lo  Wiishingtun,  are  described  in  the 
letters  of  Reed,  now  Adjutant -General,  who  soon  after  sent  in  his  rctignatina. 
John  Slosa  Hobart  saw  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the  94^-  uid  spoke  of 
him  OS  "much  indisposed," 
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the  sincerity,  which  ought  to  characterize  a  man  of 
candor,  and  with  the  freedom,  which  may  be  used  in 
giving  useful  information  without  incurring  the  im- 
putation of  presumption. 

We  are  now,  as  it  were,  upon  the  eve  of  another 
dissolution  of  our  army.'  The  remembrance  of  the 
difficulties,  which  happened  upon  that  occasion  last 
year,  and  the  consequences,  which  might  have  fol- 
lowed the  change  if  proper  advantages  had  been 
taken  by  the  enemy,  added  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
present  temper  and  situation  of  the  troops,  reflect  but 
a  very  gloomy  prospect  in  the  appearances  of  things 
now,  and  satisfy  me  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt, 
that,  unless  some  speedy  and  effectual  measures  are 
adopted  by  Congress,  our  cause  will  be  lost.  It  is  in 
vain  to  expect,  that  any  more  than  a  trifling  part  of 
this  army  will  again  engage  in  the  service  on  the 
encouragement  offered  by  Congress.  When  men  find 
that  their  townsmen  and  companions  are  receiving 
twenty,  thirty,  and  more  dollars  for  a  few  months' 
service,  which  is  truly  the  case,  it  cannot  be  expected, 
without  using  compulsion  ;  and  to  force  them  into 
the    service   would    answer    no    valuable    purpose. 


'  The  lernurf  wrrico  (or  almott  the  whole  «rmy  was  tovtpireat  or  before  th« 
end  o(  the  yew. 

Samuel  A(]am»  passed  through  New  York  on  the  I4tb.  %vA  found  "llie 
Gen«nl  and  his  family  in  health  and  ipiriis ;  indeed,  ever}-  officer  and  soldier 
appears  to  be  dclennincd.  ...  I  <«e  now,  more  ihin  ever  I  did.  the 
importance  of  Congrei*  attending  immetliaicly  to  cnlihtmenit  for  the  ncxl 
irampaign.  It  ivould  lie  a  pity  to  \raK  your  old  noldicni.  I  ant  of  opinion  thai 
a  mora  gencroui  bounty  should  be  givcii.— iwenly  dullare  and  one  hundred 
acres  o(  land  for  three  yean  at  least.  But  enough  of  this. " — Samntl  Adtmi  U 
JbAn  Mtfami.  i6  August,  1776. 


When  men  are  irritated,  and  their  passions  indataedt 
they  fly  hastily  and  cheerfully  to  arms  ;  but,  after  the 
first  emotions  are  over,  to  expect  among  such  people 
as  compose  the  bulk  of  an  army,  that  they  are  influ- 
enced by  any  other  principles  than  those  of  interest,  is 
to  look  for  what  never  did,  and  I  fear  never  will 
happen  ;  the  Congress  will  deceive  themselves,  there- 
fore, if  they  expect  it.  A  soldier,  reasoned  with 
upon  the  goodness  of  the  cause  he  is  engaged  in, 
and  the  inestimable  rights  he  is  contending  for,  hears 
you  with  patience,  and  acknowledges  the  tnith  of  your 
observations,  but  adds  that  it  is  of  no  more  import- 
ance to  him  than  to  others.  The  officer  makes  you 
the  same  reply,  with  this  further  remark,  that  his  pay 
w^ill  not  support  him,  and  he  cannot  ruin  himself  and 
family  to  serve  his  coimtry,  when  every  member  of 
the  community  is  equally  interested,  and  benefitted 
by  his  labors.  The  few,  therefore,  who  act  upon 
principles  of  disinterestedness,  comparatively  speak- 
ing,  are  no  more  than  a  drop  in  the  ocean. 

It  becomes  evident  to  me  then,  that,  as  this  con- 
test is  not  likely  to  be  the  work  of  a  day,  as  the  war 
must  he  carried  on  systematically,  and  to  do  it  you 
must  have  good  ofificers,  there  are  in  my  judgment 
no  other  possible  means  to  obtain  them  but  by 
establishing  your  army  upon  a  permanent  footing, 
and  giving  your  ofificers  good  pay.  This  will  induce 
gentlemen  and  men  of  character  to  engage  ;  and,  till 
the  bulk  of  your  officers  is  composed  of  such  persons 
as  are  actuated  by  principles  of  honor  and  a  spirit  of 
enterprise,   you   have   little  to   expect  from   them. 


They  ought  to  have  such  allowances,  as  will  enable 
them  to  live  like  and  support  the  character  of  gentle- 
men, and  not  be  driven  by  a  scanty  pittance  to  the 
low  and  dirtj'  arts,  which  many  of  them  practise,  to 
filch  from  the  public  more  than  the  difference  of  pay 
would  amount  to,  upon  an  ample  allowance.  Be- 
sides, something  is  due  to  the  man,  who  puts  his  life 
in  your  hands,  hazards  his  health,  and  forsakes  the 
sweets  of  domestic  enjoyment.  Why  a  captain  in 
the  Continental  service  should  receive  no  more  than 
five  shillings  currency  per  day  for  performing  the 
same  duties,  that  an  officer  of  the  same  rank  in  the 
British  service  receives  ten  shillings  for,  I  never 
could  conceive ;  especially  when  the  latter  Is  pro- 
vided with  every  necessarj'  he  requires  upon  the  best 
terms,  and  the  former  can  scarce  procure  them  at 
any  rate.  There  Is  nothing  that  gives  a  man  conse- 
quence and  renders  him  fit  for  command,  like  a  supK 
port  that  renders  him  independent  of  every  body  but 
the  state  he  serves.' 

With  respect  to  the  men,  nothing  but  a  good 
bounty  can  obtain  them  upon  a  permanent  establish- 
ment ;  and  for  no  shorter  time,  than  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  ought  they  to  be  engaged  ;  as  facts  incon- 

'  "  We  w»nt  nothioc  l>ul  good  officers  to  connimte  a»  good  an  nnnjr  as  vrcr 
marched  into  Ihc  licld.  Our  iDcn  an  much  Iwtltr  than  Llic  oS\cxT\."^(7frt/rat 
Grteue,  3  October.  1776,  **  'ITie  nicceas  oi  Ihc  cause,  the  defeat  o(  the  oncmy, 
the  honor  of  the  stnic,  and  the  repuiatinn  of  ihe  niTny,  altogelher  depends 
n]iun  llic  cstftblishiiij;  nf  3  ^'iuA  core,  or  corps  of  officcn.  My  lilllc  experience 
ha.!  (allf  convinced  me  lliiit  without  more  attentiun  in  paid  1>r  the  dilferent  (.InIeK 
in  the  appoiRtincni  of  the  ofliccrs,  the  troops  never  will  aniwer  their  cxpecta- 
ilmit.  .  .  .  There  hax  been,  it  muHt  be  confened,  some  ahamefat  condiKt 
in  thii  ami/  this  campaign,  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  bad  conduct  of  Ibe 
olRceri." — G^atral  Crteiu  /#  Giftrrtu'r  Caoie,  tl  October,  17761, 
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testably  prove,  that  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  enlisE- 
ments  increase  with  time.     When  the  army  was  first 
raised  at  Cambridge,  I  am  persuaded  the  men  might 
have  been  got,  without  a  bounty,  for  the  war.     After 
this,  they  began  to  see  that  the  contest  was  not  likely 
to  end  so  speedily  as  was  imagined,  and  to  feel  their 
consequence    by    remarking,    that,    to   get    in    their 
militia  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  many  towns 
were  induced  to  give  them  a  bounty.     Foreseeing  the 
evils  resulting  from  this,  and  the  destructive  conse- 
quences, which  unavoidably  would  follow  short  en- 
listments, I  took  the  liberty  in  a  long  letter  written 
by  myself  (date  not   now  recollected  as  my    Letter 
Book  is  not  here  ')  to  recommend  the  enlistments  for 
and  during  the  war,  assigning  such  reasons  for  it  as 
experience  has  since  convinced  me  were  well  founded. 
At  that  time,  twenty  dollars  would,  I  am  persuaded, 
have  engaged  the  men  for  this  term.      But  it  will  not 
do  to  look  back  ;  and,  if  the  present  opportunity  is 
slipped,  I  am  persuaded  that  twelve  months  more  will 
increase   our  difficulties  fourfold.     1  shall  therefore 
take  the  freedom  of  giving  it  as  my  opinion,  that  a 
good  bounty  should  be  immediately  offeretl.  aided  by 
the  proffer  of  at  least  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  and  a  suit  of  clothes  and  blanket 
to   each   non-com issioned   officer   and   soldier ;  as   I 
have  good  authority  for  saying,  that,  however  high 
the  men's  pay  may  appear.  It  is  barely  sufficient,  in 
the    present   scarcity    and   dearness  of  all   kinds  of 
goods,  to  keep  them    in    clothes,  much    less   afTord 
support  to  their  families. 

'Vol.  !II..ta6. 


If  this  encouragement  then  Is  given  to  the  men. 
and  such  pay  allowed  the  officers  as  will  induce 
gentlemen  of  character  and  liberal  sentiments  to  en- 
gage, and  proper  care  and  precaution  are  used  in  the 
nomination,  (having  more  regard  to  the  characters  of 
persons,  than  to  the  number  of  men  they  can  enlist,) 
we  should  in  a  little  time  have  an  army  able  to  cope 
with  any  that  can  be  opposed  to  it,  as  there  are  excel- 
lent materials  to  form  one  out  of.  But  while  the  only 
merit  an  officer  possesses  is  his  ability  to  raise  men, 
while  those  men  consider  and  treat  him  as  an  equal, 
and,  in  the  character  of  an  officer,  regard  him  no 
more  than  a  broomstick,  being  mixed  together  as 
one  common  herd,  no  order  nor  discipline  can  pre- 
vail ;  nor  will  the  officer  ever  meet  with  that  respect, 
which  is  essentially  necessary  to  due  subordination.' 

To  place  any  dependence  upon  militia  Is  assuredly 
resting  upon  a  broken  staff".  Men  just  dragged  from 
the  tender  scenes  of  domestic  life>  unaccustomed  to 
the  din  of  arms,  totally  unacquainted  with  every  kind 
of  military  skill,  (which  being  followed  by  want  of 
confidence  in  themselves,  when  opposed  to  troops 
regularly  trained,  disciplined,  and  appointed,  superior 
in  knowledge  and  superior  in  arms,)  makes  them 
timid  and  ready  to  fly  from  their  own  shadows. 
Besides  the  sudden  change  in  their  manner  of  living, 

*  "To  Altenpt  to  introduce  discipline  and  sabardination  Into  a  new  vmy 
■IBM  alwnys  be  a  work  of  much  difficulty,  hut  when  the  pHndplts  of  democracy 
M  nniverMlly  prevail,  where  v>  gienl  an  ci^iinlily  nod  »o  Ihornugh  a  levelling 
tpirii  predoin  ill  ales,  eltlter  no  diKiplinc  can  be  established,  or  he  who  attempts 
it  most  bcCDDie  odi'mn  nnd  detectable,  s  povttign  \rhich  no  one  will  ch(io»e.  It 
u  iapoanblc  for  any  one  to  have  an  idea  of  the  complete  equality  which  exists 
between  the  officers  and  men  who  compose  the  greater  part  of  our  troops." 
—RtfJU  kii  uii/t.  tt  October,  1776. 
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(particularly  in  the  lodging.)  brings  on  sickness  in 
many,  impatience  in  all,  and  such  an  unconquerable 
desire  of  returning  to  their  respective  homes,  that  it 
not  only  produces  shameful  and  scandalous  desertions 
among    themselves,    but    infuses   the    like    spirit    in 
others.     Again,  men  accustomed  to  unbounded   free- 
dom and   no   control  &innot  brooke    the    restraint. 
which  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  good  order 
and  government  of  an  army  ;  without  which.  licen- 
tiousness and  every  kind  of  disorder   triumphantly 
reign.     To  bring  men  to  a  proper  degree  of  subordi- 
nation is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  a  month,  or  even  a 
year ;  and,  unhappily  for  us  and   the  cause  we  are 
engaged  in,  the  little  discipline  I  have  been  laboring  to 
establish  in  the  army  under  my  immediate  command 
is  in  a  manner  done  away,  by  having  such  a  mixture 
of  troops,  as  have  been  called  together  within  these 
few  months. 

Relaxed  and  as  unfit  as  our  rules  and  regulations 
of  war  are  for  the  government  of  an  army,  the  miljtia 
(those  properly  so  called,  for  of  these  we  have  two 
sorts,  the  six-months"  men,  and  those  sent  in  as  a 
temporary  aid)  do  not  think  themselves  subject  to 
them,  and  therefore  take  liberties,  which  the  soldier 
is  punished  for.  This  creates  jealousy  ;  jealousy 
begets  dissatisfaction ;  and  these  by  degrees  ripen 
into  mutiny,  keeping  the  whole  army  in  a  confused 
and  disordered  state,  rendering  the  time  of  those, 
who  wish  to  see  regularity  and  good  order  prevail, 
more  unhappy  than  words  can  describe.  Besides 
this,    such   repeated    changes    take    place,    that   all 


arrangement  is  set  at  nought,  and  the  constant 
fluctuation  of  things  deranges  every  plan  as  fast  as 
adopted. 

These,  Sir,  Congress  may  be  assured,  are  but  a 
small  part  of  the  inconveniences,  which  might  be 
enumerated,  and  attributed  to  militia  ;  but  there  is 
one,  that  merits  particular  attention,  and  that  is  the 
expense.  Certain  I  am,  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to 
keep  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  in  constant  pay, 
than  to  depend  upon  half  the  number  and  supply  the 
other  half  occasionally  by  militia.  The  time  the 
latter  are  in  pay  before  and  after  they  are  in  camp, 
assembling  and  marching,  the  waste  of  ammunition, 
the  consumption  of  stores,  wliich,  in  spite  of  every 
resolution  or  requisition  of  Congress,  they  must  be 
furnished  with,  or  sent  home,  added  to  other  inci- 
dental expenses  consequent  upon  their  coming  and 
conduct  in  camp,  surpasses  all  idea,  and  destroys 
every  kind  of  regularity  and  economy,  which  you 
could  t:stablish  among  fixed  and  settled  troops,  and 
will,  in  my  opinion,  prove,  if  the  scheme  is  adiiered 
to,  the  ruin  of  our  cause. 

The  jealousy  of  a  standing  army,  and  the  evils  to 
be  apprehended  from  one.  are  remote,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  situated  and  circumstanced  as  we  are,  not 
at  all  to  be  dreaded  ;  but  the  consequence  of  wanting 
one,  according  to  my  ideas  formed  from  the  present 
view  of  things,  is  certain  and  Inevitable  ruin.  For, 
if  1  was  called  upon  to  declare  upon  oath,  whether 
the  militia  have  been  most  serviceable  or  hurtful 
upon  the  whole,  I  should  subscribe  to  the  latter.     I 


do  not  mean  by  this,  however,  to  arraign  the  conduct 
of  Congress  ;  in  so  doing  I  should  equally  condemn 
my  own  measures,  if  I  did  not  my  judgment ;  but  ex- 
perience, which  is  the  best  criterion  to  work  by,  so 
fully,  clearly,  and  decisively  reprobates  the  practice  of 
trusting  to  militia,  that  no  man,  who  regards  order, 
regularity,  and  economy,  or  who  has  any  regard  for 
his  own  honor,  character,  or  peace  of  mind,  will  risk 
them  upon  this  issue.' 

No  less  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  choice  of 
surgeons,  than  of  other  officers  of  the  army.  They 
should  undergo  a  regular  examination,  and.  if  not 
appointed  by  the  director-general  and  surgeons  of 
the  hospital,  they  ought  to  be  subordiate  to  and  gov- 
erned by  his  directions.     The  regimental  surgeons  I 

'  Genenl  Green«  was  more  oalypokea  fn  Us  oiriaioit  of  where  tbe  bboic 
should  rest :  "  The  policy  of  Congreu  hu  been  the  noM  absurd  and  ridies. 
loos  inagiiuiblc.  ponring  in  militto-men  who  come  and  go  crerv  month.  A 
military' force  dtihliHheH  upon  mch  principles  defeats  itself.  .  .  .  The  Cofl- 
grna  goes  upon  a  pMiurious  plan.  The  present  paj  of  the  officers  iriU  nU 
supporl  Ihcm,  and  it  i%  gcnetally  ilelermincd  liy  the  bal  oflicera  to  ijuit  the 
»rrvice,  uti3c«  x  more  ndrquate  provision  is  matie  for  their  support.  The 
prcaent  esublishmcnt  h  not  thought  reputable.  The  Conf^reu  has  ncvet 
fumiahed  the  nien  votc^l  by  near  oac  half,  certainly  by  abovea  third.  Had  «c 
numbers  wc  need  not  have  retreated  from  Long  Island  or  New  York.  .  ,  . 
Wc  must  have  an  army  to  meet  the  enemy  everywhere,  to  act  oSenrively  a* 
well  ax  defensively.  Our  soldiers  aie  as  goud  as  ever  were :  and  were  tbc  oft* 
cen  half  as  good  as  the  inen,  ihey  would  bnl  any  army  on  the  |[lobe  of  equal 
ritimbeni." — a8  Seplcmlier,  1776. 

In  a  tetter  to  General  Gates,  dated  October  I4ih,  General  Lee  expressed  his 
opinioti  of  CongrcMt  and  uf  the  army  in  a  Laconic  but  chiiraderittlc  manner. 
"  I  write  this  scrawl."  he  G.-iys,  "  in  n  hurry.  Colonel  Wood  will  describe  the 
porftioa  of  our  army,  which,  in  my  own  breast,  I  do  not  approve.  ftUrmM 
CongTfw  seem  to  stumble  at  every  tlcp.  I  liave  been  very  free  in  delivering  my 
opinion  to  them.  General  WaOiiiiKton  i»  much  to  lilame  in  )ioi  menadnc 
them  with  resignation,  unless  they  refrain  from  iiDhineing  the  army  by  theit 
absurd  inlerfcreDce." 


am  speaking  of,  many  of  whom  are  ver)'  great  rascals, 
countenancing  tlie  men  in  sham  complaints  to  exempt 
them  from  duty,  and  often  receiving  bribes  to  certify 
indispositions,  with  a  view  to  procure  discharges  or 
furloughs  ;  but,  independent  of  these  practices,  while 
they  arc  considered  as  unconnected  with  the  general 
hospital,  there  will  be  nothing  but  continual  com- 
plaints of  each  other;  the  director  of  the  hospital 
charging  them  with  enormity  in  their  drafts  for  the 
sick,  and  they  him  with  the  same  for  denying 
such  things  as  are  necessary.  In  short,  there  is  a 
constant  bickering  among  them,  which  tends  greatly 
to  the  injury  of  the  sick,  and  will  always  subsist  till 
the  regimental  surgeons  arc  made  to  look  up  to  the 
director-general  of  the  hospital  as  a  superior. 
Whether  this  is  the  case  in  regular  armies  or  not,  I 
cannot  undertake  to  say  ;  but  certain  I  am,  there  is  a 
necessity  for  it  in  this,  or  the  sick  will  suffer.  The 
regimental  surgeons  are  aiming,  I  am  persuaded,  to 
break  up  the  general  hospital,  and  have,  in  number- 
less instances,  drawn  for  medicines  and  stores  in  the 
most  profuse  and  extravagant  manner  for  private 
purposes.' 

Another  matter  highly  worthy  of  attention  is,  that 
other  rules  and  regulations  may  be  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  army,  than  those  now  in  existence  ; 


'A  moluiion  was  puscd  by  Conercw,  on  rfrccivinsthiilcilsr,  r»qiie&t)ng: the 
Mvcnl  SlAtes  to  appolni  nkiUul  surgertni  nrid  phyiidADii  Ia  exftmine  ihe 
fturgeont  antl  surgcont'  inilcb,  who  offered  thrniKlvcs  to  tctve  in  the  army  or 
navy,  and  dtMUring  ibat  no  commission  should  be  issued  to  any,  who  should 
not  produce  a  eertificate  from  such  examiners,  that  they  were  qualified  for  the 
duties  o(  ihrir  office.     JsunutU,  30  September.  1776. 
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otherwise  the  army,  but  for  the  name,  might  as  well 
be  disbanded.      For  the  most  atrocious  ofTences,  one 
or  two  instances  only  excepted,  a  man   receives  no 
more  than   thirty-nine   lashes;    and  these,    perhaps, 
through  the  collusion  of  the  officer,  who  is  to  see  it 
inflicted,  are  given  in  such  a  manner  as  to  become 
rather  a  matter  of  sport  than  punishment ;  but,  when 
inflicted  as  they  ought,  many  hardened  fellows,  who 
have  been  the  subjects,  have  declared   that,   for  a 
bottle  of  rum,  they  would  undergo  a  second  opera- 
tion.    It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  this  punishment  is 
inadequate  to  many  crimes  it  is  assigned  to.      As  a 
proof  of  it,  thirty  or  forty  soldiers  will  desert  at  a 
time,  and  of  late  a  practice  prevails  (as  you  will  see 
by  my  letter  of  the  22d)  of  the  most  alarming  nature 
and  which  will,  if  it  cannot  be  checked,  prove  fatal 
both  to  the  country  and  army  ;  I  mean  the  infamous 
practice  of  plundering.     For,  under  the  idea  of  Tor)' 
property,  or  property  that  may  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the   enemy,   no   man    is   secure   in    his   effects,  and 
scarcely  in  his  person.      In  order  to  get  at  them,  we 
have  several  instances  of  people  being  frightened  out 
of  their  houses,  under  pretence  of  those  houses  being 
ordered  to  be  burnt,  and  this  is  done  with  a  view  of 
seizing  the  goods  ;  nay,  in  order  that  the  villany  may 
be  more   effectually   concealed,   some  houses   have 
actually  been  burnt,  to  cover  the  theft     I  have,  with 
some  others,  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  stop  this 
horrid  practice  ;   but   under  the  present   lust  after 
plunder,   and   want  of  laws   to  punish  offenders,  I 
might  almost  as  well  attempt  to  remove  Mount  Atlas. 
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I  have  ordered  instant  corporal  punishment  upon 
every  man,  who  passes  our  lines,  or  is  seen  with 
plunder,  that  the  offenders  might  be  punished  for 
disobedience  of  orders  ;  and  enclose  to  you  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  court-martial  held  upon  an  officer 
[Ensign  Matthew  McCumber]  who,  with  a  party  of 
men,  had  robbed  a  house  a  little  beyond  our  lines  of 
a  number  of  valuable  goods,  among  which  (to  show 
that  nothing  escapes)  were  four  large  pier  looking- 
glasses,  women's  clothes,  and  other  articles,  which, 
one  would  think,  could  be  of  no  earthly  use  to  him. 
He  was  met  by  a  major  of  brigade,  [BoxJ  who 
ordered  him  to  return  the  goods,  as  taken  contrarj- 
to  general  orders,  which  he  not  only  peremptorily  re- 
fused to  do,  but  drew  up  his  party,  and  swore  he 
would  defend  them  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  ;  on 
which  I  ordered  him  to  be  arrested  and  tried  for 
plundering,  disobedience  of  orders,  and  mutiny.  For 
the  result,  I  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  tlit;  court, 
whose  judgment  appeared  so  exceedingly  extraordi- 
nary," that  I  ordered  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter, 
upon  which,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  fresh  evi- 
dence, they  made  a  shift  to  cashier  him.  I  adduce 
this  instance,  to  give  some  idea  to  Congress  of  the 
current  sentiments  and  general  run  of  the  officers, 
which  compose  the  present  army  ;  and  to  show  how 


)  The  court  decided  ihu  ihe  pri»nflr  was  "  not  pult7  of  plundering  or  of 
robbery,  nor  of  miiliny,  but  that  lie  is  guilty  al  offering  violence  la  ftnd  ditobey. 
ing  MtjoT  Hon,  hit  »ut>eriorofBccr."  lie  was  Mitt cnccd  tnatk  parHnn  of  .Major 
Itex,  and  lo  b«  scveiely  reprimanded  at  the  head  of  hiireK'""*"*'  Washington 
had  added  "  Note.  It  it  to  Ve  observed  that  the  men  wh»  were  to  iliarc  the 
plunder  became  (he  evidences  for  ihc  prihorter." 


4SO 


TH£.  WJUTiJSGS  OF 


l"776 


exceedia£:Iy*  aeoe»&ry  it  is  to  be  careful  in  the  choice 
of  the  new  set,  even  If  it  should  cake  double  the  time 
to  complete  the  le*'ies.' 

An  army  formed  of  good  officers  moves  like  clock- 
work ;but  there  is  no  situation  upon  earth  less  envia- 
ble, nor  more  distres^ng,  than  that  person's,  who  is  at 
the  head  of  troops  which  are  regardless  of  order  and 
discipline,  and  who  are  unprovided  u*ith  almost  ever}' 
necessar)'.      In  a  word,  the  difficulties,  which  have  for 
ever  surrounded  me  since  I  have  been  in  the  ser\*ice, 
and  kept  my  mind  constantly  upon  the  stretch,   the 
wounds,  which  my  feelings  as  an  officer  have  received 
by  a  thousand  tilings,  which  have  happened  contrarj- 
to  my  expectation  and  wishes  ;  the  effect  of  my  own 
conduct,  and  present  appearance  of  things,  so  little 
pleasing  to  myself,  as  to  render  it  a  matter  of  no 
surprise  to  mc  if  I  should  stand  capitally  censured  by 
Congress  ;  added  to  a  consciousness  of  my  inability 
to  govern  an  army  composed  of  such  discordant  parts, 
and  under  such  a  variety  of  intricate  and  perplexing 
circumstances  : — induces    not  only  a    belief,    but    a 
thorough  conviction  in  my  mind,  that  it  will  be  im- 

"'Tlic  General  dunka,  IheColooeU  atid  camnunding 08icet9>  of  Rc^mentk, 
\fft  their  catc  in  CKiimining  ihr  Tenls  anH  knapsacki,  o(  the  Soldier*  aflct 
pluivln,  h"?  direct*  rhai  wlwt  ha»  been  found,  be  vem  lo  iti«  bouw;  on  the  Ko«r) 
belaw  Held  Qiianers,  an4  thai  Regimcnia]  Courtx  Marital  immediately  rii.  to 
Uy  evtrjr  one  whu  cannni  prove  thai  he  came  honirstly  t>y  what  iti  found  it]  his 
pancarfon — I'hir  oflendtrrs  to  he  punished  v.  >&oii  lu  the  sentence  is  approved 
by  the  Colonel  or  Ctommandiog  Officci— As  «  tittle  w-hnleiottie  rfvcriiy  m»y 
pot  a  ilop  lo  Mich  minoiu  praiticeA  in  future,  the  General  hopct  a  very  litrid 
Inquiry  wilt  l>e  made,  and  no  Favor  nhuwn.  The  General  dae«  nol  adroit  of 
any  jjretcnce  for  plundering:  whether  it  i»  Tory  property  talen  bcyood  tbc 
llne«,  or  itDt.  it  i«  e<|ually  a  breach  of  Orders,  and  lo  be  punishnl  in  the  Officer 
who  jiv«  orders,  or  Ihe  Soldier  who  goenwJlhtrai." — Ortitriy  Btvk,  24  Sfptem- 
her.  1776. 
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possible,  unless  there  is  a  thorough  change  in  our 
military  system,  for  me  to  conduct  matters  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  public,  which  is 
all  the  recompense  I  aim  at,  or  ever  wished  for. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  must  apologize  for  the  liber- 
ties taken  in  this  letter,  and  for  the  blots  and  scratch- 
ings  therein,  not  having  time  to  give  it  more 
correctly.  With  truth  I  can  add,  that,  with  every 
sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  yours  and  the 
Congress's  most  obedient,  &c.' 

'  Head  in  Congicu  37  September,  1776,  And  referred  to  a  committee  of  livt  : 
Wythe,  Hopktnson,  RutleiJ^,  J.  Adam%,  oiid  Slone. 

Wachiaglon't  letter  found  Congress  considenng  the  condition  of  theanny,  fot 
OB  tbs  vtry  d>y  on  which  that  letter  was  writlen  the  hoardof  Wtrwudlrectctl 
to  "  prepare  and  hnng  in  a  plan  of  military  operaliont  for  the  next  campaign." 
Th«  Sullivan  incidcol  nppcan  lo  have  intervened  to  delay  ihe  pre<ieDtation  of  a 
rC|ior(,  am)  it  ira»  not  subtnilted  until  ihi;  qth.  The  debate  wiu  inng  and 
bitter,  as  the  repoit  was  the  tubiect  of  almost  daily  L'on<^ideration,  and  liiile  of 
importance  wax  determined  until  the  i6th.  The  States  were  directed  to 
furnhb  thcii  respective  quotas  of  eighty  eight  battalions  "to  sen's  during  the 
present  war  "  ;  xt  an  encouragement  to  enlist  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollan  t/as 
offered  to  each  non-commi«sio«ed  officer  and  private  io  enlisting,  and  liberal 
grant!  of  lar»dfi  promised  all  ofFiccn  and  ^oldteni  who  sbuuld  continue  in  wervice 
until  the  cltHc  of  the  war,  vii. ;  tti  a  colonel,  500  acre*  ;  to  a  lieu  tenant -colonel, 
4SO ;  to  a  major,  400 ;  lo  n  captain,  300  :  lu  a  lieutenant,  aoo  ;  to  an  enslgii, 
I  SO :  and  to  n  non-comrai*Moned  officer  *>r  private.  100.  The  appointment  of 
all  oflicen.  except  general  officers,  was  10  be  made  by  the  States,  Cbui  the  com> 
missions  were  tn  he  isMied  by  Congren)  anri  the  Stain  were  also  to  fumith 
ann»,  clothiiij  and  every  neceuduy  for  its  <\\iata.  of  troops.  (^i>ur»a/i,  16 
September,  1776.)  The«e  prxtvitiorM  for  raiiingnnewarmy  werenot  campleted 
until  the  2oih,  when  they  were  directed  to  be  published  with  the  new  antclet 
of  war,  It  doe»  not  appear  lliai  WftKhington  wa^  informed  of  lhi?i  iraporlaui 
debate,  or  wa»  consulted  in  any  way.  On  the  24lh,  Hancock  trannniitted  the 
results,  "  which.  I  am  persuaded,  will  afford  you  pleasure,  as  the  only  means 
left  to  defend  onr  couniry  in  its  prtscnl  critical  Mtuation."  Itanfoik  Ar  Watk- 
ington.  24  September,  1776.  In  malting  them  known  to  the  Slates.  liancock 
used  ihe  arijuinenl*  advanced  by  Washington  in  hi*  letters  urging  the  adoption 
of  a  better  tystcm,  often  in  hit  very  words. 

With  these  resolutions  were  forwarded  the  new  arlicleiof  war.  Washington 
bad  long  been  impresning  on  Congress  the  nccc»sity  of  tevixing  the  obi  rvle*. 
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TO    BRIGADIER-CCXE&AL    MERCER. 


HBBBtS  or  H*»Bt«w    ^  Scptoaber.  1776. 

Dear  Sir. 

If  the  troops  at  this  post  can  be  prevailed  upon  to 
defend  it  as  they  should  do.  It  must  cost  General 
Howe  a  great  many  men  tocarrj'it,  if  he  succeeds  at  all. 
If  this  should  happen  to  be  his  opinion,  there  is  scarce 
a  doubt  that  he  will  turn  his  thoughts  another  way, 
as  inactivity  is  not  to  be  expected  from  him.      Whither 
his  operations  may  be  directed  is  uncertain  ;  perhaps 
an  irruption  into  the  Jerseys.     Possibly  he  may  bend 
his  course  towards  Philadelphia,  (for  I  conceive  that 
two  thousand  men,  with  the  assistance  of  their  ship- 
ping, will  effectually  preserve  New  York  against  our 
whole  strength,)  or,  what  in  my  judgment  is  exceed- 
ingly probable,  knowing  that  the  troops  are  drawn 


andlalera  Julx,  the  jv^e  Advocate  of  (be  uviy — Williftm  Tudor — was  scat  to 
Philadelphia  to  confer  with  Cangrenan  the  sulijecL  (Reed  U  Ike  PrrtiJmt»f 
Congrei).  aj  July,  1776.)  Tudor  was  in  PhiUHrlphia  ontil  thr  io(h,  n^piged 
na  thj>  tju>ine«<,  but  thei«  n  do  enuy  on  the  JourneiU  of  ih«  uibm»sian 
to  Congress  of  ihc  new  Article,  ihc  firtl  dcliniic  mention  being  that  oo  Aacasl 
ijtb,  when  the  conudcralion  of  tbcm  vas  begun.  John  Adunii  nnd  Thomas 
Jeflcrton  were  sppodnte'l  hy  Congrevk  lo  cnnfer  with  Tudnr,  and  drew  ap  lli« 
icpurl,  kulistanl tally  ndojitins  the  Briiiih  articles  o(  war,  l»ti<teui  rerHi,  Ac< 
oonting  lo  Adam*,  they  met  with  10  great  opiKndtioii  on  the  floor,  "  that  lot)u« 
day  [lfto7J  1  Kcarcely  know  how  it  was  po»«ib1e  ihal  (hue  article*  cxwkt  hmn 
be«n  canicd."  H'urii,  iii..  84.  The  nriicles  arc  printeil  in  y*mrK»ts  0/ 
Cvngrtn.  ao  September,  1776. 

On  the  30ih  t  commitiec  of  three — SberniBO,  Gerry,  and  t^wis — wu 
appointed  lo  repair  to  camp,  "to  cn<iiiire  into  the  ^latc  of  the  army,  and  ihe 
best  mean*  of  supplying  their  wanH."  They  arrived  in  cAinp  on  the  341I1  and 
were  inconfcieiii.-c  wit}i  the  ({eoeral  oflicert  on  the  36lh  and  37lh,  and  on  the  Utter 
day  Mr.  Gerry  wrote  frntn  Kingkbridgc  to  General  Gates,  tlien  al  Ttcondero^  : 
— "  [  have  deiired  General  Washington  to  furniili  'Cbx  Comimilcc  with  a  Uil  of 
Mwh  olliccrs  in  the  army  here,  as  he  ui  de«lroui  of  having  again  engaged  in  the 
icrvice,  specifying  the  States  to  wliich  ihcy  t>e1ring  :  and  ihe  f^nrral  lliink» 
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off  from  the  southern  colonies,  he  may  detach  a 
part  of  the  army  to  the  southward  for  a  winter's 
campaign,  as  was  recommended  to  him  last  fall  by 
Lord  Dunniore. 

In  either  of  these  cases,  it  behoves  us  to  keep  the 
best  look-out,  and  to  obtain  the  earliest  intelligence 
possible  of  the  enemy's  motions;  and,  as  it  is  now 
the  current  opinion,  that  the  shipping  are  greatly 
thinned,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  the  necessity 
of  having  sensible  and  judicious  persons  in  different 
places  to  observt^  the  movements  of  the  shipping, 
among  others  at  the  Neversinks ;  for  if  they  should 
send  out  a  fleet  without  our  giving  notice  of  it  to 
Congress,  we  shall  be  thought  exceedingly  remiss. 
In  short,  I  entreat  you  to  exert  your  best  endeavors 
to  obtain  all  the  useful  intelligence  you  possibly  can 
of  the  enemy's  motions  by  sea  and  land.     In  doing 

it  vDI  be  neccsBnrr  to  obutti  (he  »me  horn,  llic  norlhern  ariDy.  Th«  uu, 
which  we  intend  to  make  of  ihii,  is  to  send  it  by  k  lueutber  of  Coogretji  to  Ihc 
A^-temblxofeach  respective  Si«te.  whoi<  to  be  ordered  to  iinprco.  the  ncceMity 
of  appoiniing  gentlemen  of  education  to  militkiy  offices,  ns  a  nicAsurc  absolutely 
cwontial  for  loiviii);  the  voutitry  ;  ami  lo  urge  the  Autenitilie^  to  apportioo  th« 
ntin  on  the  lownif,  and  r.-iite  (hem  by  recmiting  or  drafting,  that  they  may  b« 
ill  readinciK  for  reiuforcin^  oi  funninj;  the  onuy  by  the  1st  of  December."— 
MS.  Lttttr.  The  committee  reporicd  to  Congress  on  Octobcr^d.  and  tliireiy 
prohkhle  that  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  Bth,  rccomiaending  the  Suiei 
to  send  commilie««  to  repair  lo  their  respective  regiments  to  inlist  men  and 
iiatnc  officer*  for  the  new  army,  wat  the  firvt  direct  rcaultof  Ihe  report.  Furlhet 
proceedings  were  had  on  Ihc  «)lh.  and  Ihm  all  trace  of  this  matter  U  lo&l. 
Owing  to  (he  complainli  againd  the  Quartenniuter  general'*  depttrlment,  Ihe 
committee  ihought  best  to  rccominend  that  Colonel  Moylan  should  give  place 
to  General  MifHin. 

In  the  interim  ■  chango  M-as  made  in  ihc  composition  of  Ihe  Hoard  of  War. 
Henjangin  Harrtnon,  whom  Waibingliin  had  currespiindcd  with  freely,  wa« 
dropped  from  Ihe  Virginia  delcgalion.  and  the  Tacancy  thus  made  in  Ihe  Hoard 
was  filled  by  Francis  Ushlfooi  L«c.  J^nrnah  •/  C^ngrtu,  It  September. 
1776. 
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this,  money  may  be  required,  and  do  not  spare  it 
Communicate  every  thing  of  importance  to  me  with 
despatch  :  and  be  assured,  that  I  am,  &c.' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   UK  CONGRESS. 

HUGKTs  OF  Haeeucm,  sfl  Scptrmbcr.   1776. 

Sir, 

Being  about  to  cross  the  North  River  this  morning, 
in  order  to  view  the  post  opposite,  and  the  grounds 
between  that  and  Paulus  Hook,  I  shall  not  add  much 
more  than  that  I  have  been  honored  with  your 
favor  of  the  34th  and  its  several  enclosures,  and  that 
since  my  letter  of  yesterday,  no  important  event  has 
taken  place.' 

As  Colonel  Hugh  Stephenson,  of  the  rifle  regiment 
lately  ordered  to  be  raised,  is  dead,  according  to  the 
information  1  have  received,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  the  particular  notice  of  Congress 
Captain  Daniel  Morgan,  just  returned  among  the 
prisoners  from  Canada,  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to 
succeed  to  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  his  death.     The 

* "  On  the  a^d  Om,  flowo  led  thi»  {ftrnKin  4,000  itrouK  undci  the  cwnmuMl 
of  Cien,  Robiiuon,  an<l  Ena4e  a  (eint  u  if  \x  intentled  attacking  the  rebels  u 
King's  BHdgc  v-ith  the  main  body  of  the  army;  prcviom  measures  had  been 
taken  to  embark  two  sqtuiftrons,  which  wai  so  pnvaiety  done,  that  ev«ii  the 
troops  who  were  imniolialcly  engaged  knew  not  Ihcir  dcMination  till  they  were 
landed  at  Peilh  Amboy,  which  they  louk  wilboul  uppoiitioD,  lujjellier  wllb 
SCO  priKoncn.*' — LeiUr  from  iVrat  York,  a6  Scptembei,  1776. 

"  Tbc  army  have,  (or  th»c  last  two  ilayt,  been  under  orden  to  hold  them- 
tclves  in  teudiitcM  to  march,  but  wliliher  uo  oue  knuwa  :  wjme  ihink  it  ti  to 
King's  Bridge,  while  othen  think  it  is  intended  to  cross  Ibc  North  River,  and 
proceed  Ihrooi-h  the  Jerseys  towards  Philadelphia." — Do.,  38  September,  177*. 

'  Cenciat  (ireene  wai  now  in  command  on  the  Jcntey  ude  of  the  North  Klver. 
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present  field-officers  of  the  regiment  cannot  claim  any 
right  in  preference  to  him,  because  he  ranked  above 
them,  and  as  a  captain,  when  he  first  entered  the 
service.  His  conduct  as  an  officer,  on  the  expedi- 
tion with  General  Arnold  last  fall,  his  intrepid  be- 
havior in  the  assault  upon  Quebec,  when  the  brave 
Montgomery  fell,  the  inflexible  attachment  he  pro- 
fessed to  our  cause  during  his  imprisonment,  and 
which  he  perseveres  in.  added  to  these,  his  residence 
in  the  place  Colonel  Stephenson  came  from,  and  his 
interest  and  influence  in  the  same  circle,  and  with 
such  men  as  are  to  compose  such  a  regiment, — aM,  in 
my  opinion,  entitle  him  to  the  favor  of  Congress,  and 
lead  me  to  believe,  that  in  his  promotion  the  Stales 
will  gain  a  good  valuable  ofticer  for  the  sort  of  troops 
he  is  particularly  recommended  to  command.  Should 
Congress  be  pleased  to  appoint  Captain  Morgan  in 
the  instance  I  have  mentioned,  I  would  still  beg 
leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  antl  necessity  of  keep- 
ing the  matter  close,  and  not  suffering  it  to  transpire, 
until  he  is  exonerated  from  the  parole  he  is  under. 
His  acceptance  of  a  commission  under  his  present 
circumstances  might  be  construed  a  violation  of  his 
engagement;  and  if  not.  the  difficulty  attending  his 
exchange  might  be  increased.  The  enemy,  perhaps, 
would  consider  him  as  a  field-ofticer,  of  which  we  have 
but  very  few  in  our  hands,  and  none,  that  I  recol- 
lect, of  that  rank."     I  am,  &c/ 

>  CongrcM  gftve  Morgan  a  colonel's  comintaion,  but  tt  wu  not  untj)  «arly  in 
1777  that  he  wa&  exchanged  And  could  kvail  himself  iA  hi>  jiromotion,  lie 
joineil  the  anny  at  Miirnituwn  Utt  in  March. 

*Ktwl  in  CongrcM  September  30,  133b, 
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TO   LUND    WASHINGTON.' 

Col.  Mobiiis'&,  ok  tkk  Huchts  of  Hasi-km. 
SoScptcnbcr,  1776. 

Dear  Lukd, 

Your  letter  of  the  i8th,  which  is  the  only  ooe 
received  and  unanswered,  now  lies  before  me.  The 
amazement  which  you  seem  to  be  in  at  the  unaccount- 
able  measures  which   have  been  adopted    by  ■ 

would  be  a  good  deal  increased  if  I  had  time  to  un- 
fold the  whole  system  of  their  management  since  this 
time  twelve  months.  I  do  not  know  how  to  account 
for  the  unfortunate  steps  which  have  been  taken  but 
from  that  fatal  idea  of  conciliation  which  prevailed  so 
long — fatal.  I  call  it,  because  from  my  soul  I  wish  it 
may  prove  so,  though  my  fears  lead  me  to  think  there 
is  too  much  danger  of  it.  This  time  last  year  I 
pointed  out  the  evil  consequences  of  short  enlist- 
ments, the  expenses  of  militia,  and  the  little  dcpcnd- 

'  Thk  I«tt«r  luu  not  a  little  poulcd  mc.  U  w«ft  contribuinl  to  lbs  A'o/ivM*/ 
tntttii^fmer  in  October.  tS6a  by  Mr.  Catijus  F.  L«e,  Jr.,  of  Alesukdria,  Vs., 
but  in  an  iDcomplclt  form.  From  that  nevrkpaper  il  w«  reprinted  by  Die 
llitteriial  Afagaiiiu,  in  January,  1863.  and  a  sTnall  part  in  the  ScttlJtem  Afaga- 
imr,  xiv.,  jao.  Scharf  in  hU  History  oj  MarytaHd,  ii,.  241).  lak»  the  rei&ion 
giveo  by  ihf  Scuthtrn  Ifagatin*.  claiming  to  "print  in  fall,  aa  it  [Ibu  tetterj 
ha>t  nut  yet  found  ito  way  into  hulory,"  and  in  a  note  prinlt  a  letter  purportiai; 
10  be  wriflen  by  Washington  to  I.und  Wubington,  Iram  the  "Camp  a)  Caai> 
l>ri<li{e.  August  voih,  1775."  TAe  finit  paragraph  of  this  tatter  letter  might 
have  been  taken  from  a  Kcnuine  docuitieni.  a»  ibe  opinJonit  exprei^ed  arc  not 
very  difiercnt  From  those  Washington  wrote  tu  Richard  Henry  Lee.  29  Auguvl. 
1775.  prinli-<i  in  111..  96  ;  but  what  follow<>  is  taken  from  the  letter  of  30  Sep> 
leniber,  i??^.  Il  \\  dillicull  to  conceirc  how  this  combination  conM  have  been 
made,  as  the  vettion  of  Mr.  Lee  wa«  aiccvvblc  to  Mr.  Scliarf,  even  if  the 
matter  had  not  cxcilcU  wimc  ttinpicicn  of  error  An  iiiijuity  addreuni  to  Mr, 
Leeconltnned  the  aulhentkily  of  hi*  veruun,  though  he  admitted  that  he  hod 
not  followed  the  originals  so  accurately  as  he  would,  were  they  to  be  again  in 
hh  hantli  nt  the  preMnt  day. 

'  The  word  Ctnigrtu  ii  omitted  in  the  MS. 
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ence  that  was  to  be  placed  in  them.  I  assured  [Con- 
gress] that  the  longer  they  delayed  raising  a  standing 
army,  the  more  difficult  and  chargeable  would  they 
6nd  it  to  get  one,  and  that,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
militia  would  answer  no  valuable  purpose,  the  fre- 
quent calling  them  in  would  be  attended  with  an 
expense,  that  they  could  have  no  conception  of.' 
Whether,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  unfortunate  hope 
of  reconciliation  was  the  cause,  or  the  fear  of  a  stand- 
ing army  prevailed,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say ;  but 
the  policy  was  to  engage  men  for  twelve  months 
only.  The  consequence  of  which,  you  have  had 
great  bodies  of  militia  in  pay  that  never  were  in 
cainp  ;  you  have  had  immense  quantities  of  provisions 
drawn  by  men  that  never  rendered  you  one  hour's 
service  (at  least  usefully),  and  this  in  the  most  pro- 
fuse and  wasteful  way.  Your  stores  have  been 
expended,  and  every  kind  of  military  [discipline  ?] 
destroyed  by  them  ;  your  numbers  fluctuating,  uncer- 
tain, and  forever  far  short  of  report — at  no  one  time, 
1  believe,  equal  to  twenty  thousand  men  fit  for  duly. 
At  present  our  numbers  fit  for  duty  (by  this  day's 
report)  amount  to  14,759,  besides  3,427  on  command, 
and  the  enemy  within  stone's  thl-ow  of  us.  It  is  true 
a  body  of  militia  are  again  ordered  out,  but  they 
come  without  any  conveniences  and  soon  return.     I 

'After  tJiw  sentence,  the  Soulhtrm  Magatiue  givn  the  (oUowing:  "  Whjii 
lion  Dr.  Craik  say  io  ihe  brhaviot  o(  hU  connliymei)  and  towscpcgple? 
Reaiember  aie  kindly  to  him,  uid  (ell  him  thai  I  should  b«  verr  gUd  to  »e« 
him  here,  if  ihcrc  wa-,  any  thing  worth  hif  acceptance,  hut  the  Mavtachusetts 
people  RifTcr  iiothtng  lu  go  by  ihcni  tbftt  they  can  lay  hood*  upon."  With,  that, 
the  letter  k  »up[KKecI  to  end,  bnl  il  ii  more  prnliable  Mial  llie«e  ventence*  be- 
long to  the  Inter  of  ao  AiipHt,  1775. 
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discharged  a  regiment  the  other  day  that  had   in  it 
fourteen  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty  only,  and  several 
that  had  less  than  fifty.     In  short,  such  is  my  situa- 
tion that  if  I  were  to  wish  the  bitterest  curse   to  an 
enemy  on  this  side  of  the  grave,  I  should  put  him  in 
my  stead  with  my  feelings ;  and  yet  I  do  not  know 
what  plan  of  conduct  to  pursue,     I  see  the  impossi- 
bility of  ser\Mng  with  reputation,  or  doing  any  essen- 
tial service  to  the  cause  by  continuing  in  command, 
and    yet   I    am    told    that   If    I    quit    the   command 
inevitable    ruin    will    follow    from    the    distraction 
that   will    ensue.       In    confidence    I  tell  you  that  I 
never  was  in  such  an  unhappy,  divided  state  since   I 
was  born.     To  lose  all  comfort  .ind  happiness  on  the 
one  hand,  whilst  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  under  such 
a  system  of  management  as  has  been  adopted,  I  cannot 
have  the  least  chance  for  reputation,  nor  those  allow- 
ances made  which   the   nature  of  the  case  requires; 
and  to  be  told,  on  the  other,  that  if  I  leave  the  service 
all  will  be  lost,  is,  at  the  same  time  that  I  am  bereft 
of  every  peaceful  moment,  distressing  to  a  degree. 
But  I  will  be  done  with  the  subject,  with  the  precau- 
tion   tu   you   tliat  it  Is  not  a  fit  one  to  be  publicly 
known  or  discussed.     If   I  fall,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
that  these  circumstances  be  known,  and  declaration 
made  in  credit  to  the  justice  of  my  character.     And 
if  the   men  will   stand  by  me  (which   by  the    by  I 
despair  of),  I  am  resolved  not  to  be  forced  from  this 
ground  while   I  have  life  ;  and  a  few  days  will  deter- 
mine the  point,  if  the  enemy  should  not  change  their 
plan  of  operations ;  for  they  certainly  will  not — 1  am 
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sure  they  ought  not — to  waste  the  season  that  is  now 
fast  advancing,  and  must  be  precious  to  them.  I 
thought  to  have  given  you  a  more  explicit  account  of 
my  situation,  expectation,  and  feelings,  but  I  have 
not  time.  I  am  wearied  to  death  all  day  with  a 
variety  of  perplexing  circumstances — disturbed  at  the 
conduct  of  the  militia,  whose  behavior  and  want  of 
discipline  has  done  great  injurj'  to  the  other  troops, 
who  never  had  officers,  except  in  a  fe^v  instances, 
worth  the  bread  they  eat.  My  time,  in  short,  is  so 
much  engrossed  that  I  have  not  leisure  for  corre- 
sponding, unless  it  is  on  mere  matters  of  public 
business. 

I  therefore  in  answer  to  your  last  Letter  of  the 
1 8th  shall  say 

With  respect  to  the  chimney,  I  would  not  have 
you  for  the  sake  of  a  little  work  spoil  the  look  of 
the  fireplaces,  tho'  that  in  the  parlor  must,  I  should 
think,  stand  as  it  does ;  not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  wainscotting,  which  I  think  must  be  altered  (on 
account  of  the  door  leading  into  the  new  building,) 
as  on  account  of  the  chimney  piece  and  the  manner 
of  its  fronting  into  the  room.  The  chimney  in  the 
room  above  ought,  if  it  could  be  so  contrived,  to  be 
an  angle  chimney  as  the  others  are :  but  1  would  not 
have  this  attempted  at  the  expence  of  pulling  down 
the  partition. — The  chimney  in  the  new  room  should 
be  exactly  in  the  middle  of  it — the  doors  and  every 
thing  else  to  be  exactly  answerable  and  uniform — in 
short  I  would  have  the  whole  executed  In  a  masterly 
manner. 


You  ought  surely  to  have  a  window  in  the  gable 
end  of  the  new  cellar  (either  under  the  Venitian 
window,  or  one  on  each  side  of  it). 

Let  Mr.  Herbert  know  that  1  shall  be  very  happy 
in  getting  his'brother  exchanged  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  as  the  enemy  have  more  of  our  officers  than  we 
of  theirs,  and  some  of  ours  have  been  long  confined 
(and  claim  ye  right  of  being  first  exchanged,)  I  do 
not  know  how  far  it  may  be  in  my  power  at  this 
time,  to  comply  with  his  desires. 

Remember  me  to  all  our  neighbors  and  friends, 
particularly  to  Colo.  Mason,  to  whom  I  would  write 
if  I  had  time  to  do  it  fully  and  satisfactorily.  With- 
out this,  I  think  the  correspondence  on  my  part 
would  be  unavailing — 

I  am  with  truth  and  sincerity. 

Dr  Lund  yr  affcct'e  friend.' 


'  "  Hiving  ccnuld«rcd  th«  Inclowd  Memorial  whkh  yo«  were  pleased  to 
tmnvniit  Tor  m)*  advice  iheteoii,  I  l>eg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  in  mjr  opiaion. 
the  service  will  be  mobl  advanccil  in  general  casf^  by  directing  promotionfl  in 
a  RegimeiiiaJ  Line.  However  I  ^houl<l  ibinL  ihit  had  lietler  be  pracli&n]  than 
Rei^olvcd  on,  nlwaj-H  excrciung  a  rig;hl  of  promoiion  on  accoaiil  uf  extr%oi- 
dinary  Merit,  or  prcveutini;  a  succesMoii  to  uliicc  where  It  is  wauling  and  the 
pentuii  claiming  unfit  far  it,"—  tVaikiugtvu  to  ikt  Bimnf  of  War,  30  Septem- 
ber, 1776. 

"  It  is  absulutely  uece^aaiy,  dial  tJie  ineanutet  uf  the  enemy  Uioald  be 
eticciually  coanicractcd  in  this  inatancc,  or.  in  a  little  lime,  ihcy  will  levy  tm 
inconsiderable  armyol  our  own  people.  The  influence  of  iheir  money  and 
their  arliiiceN  hii%  already  paired  the  Sound,  and  wvctal  penionfi  luve  been 
delected  uf  late,  who  have  cniiiilrd  lo  wrvc  under  ihcir  banner  and  the  par- 
ticular coramaiid  uf  Majuc  Refers.  Bein^  in  biule,  and  having  the  fuUcit 
ConliHencc,  (hal  yuar  Fauon  will  nul  t>e  wanting  in  this  instance.  1  have  only 
time  to  add,  that  I  have  the  hgnor  to  be,  &." — WajktngtfiH  to  Gwimfir  Tnum- 
hull.  30  September,  1776. 

"  The  (jciieral  also  thinkii  it  proper  to  ac(|iiatnt  the  ofhccn  and  MuJdicrs.  who 
have  xtnyecl  and  faitliXutly  attended   to  their  duly,  thai  he  ha%  wrote  to  ihc  re- 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Heights  of  Haerlem.  »  Octobci.  177&, 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the 
enclosed  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston, 
with  sundry  copies  of  General  Delancey's  orders, 
which  discover  the  measures  the  enemy  are  pursuing 
on  Long  Island  for  raising  recruits  and  obtaining 
supplies  of  provisions.  In  consequence  of  the  intel- 
ligence they  contain,  and  authentic  advices  through 
other  channels  respecting  these  matters,  I  have  sent 
Brigadier'General  George  Clinton  to  meet  General 

spective  Ktai»,  tn  Dtcl«t  back  all  oRicent  mikI  KuliJiers,  who  liave  abbciiied  tbein- 
selves  with  01  mlhout  Icuvc ;  and  ihai  he  will  (a.kc  ih?  ra<»i  cffcciunl  mcanirc^ 
for  the  purpo&c. 

"  From  the  movemtntsal  ihc  EQ>einy,Knd  other  carroboratiiigCircunuUncet, 
tOMjr  nothing  o(  the  sdranccd  msan,  and  the  ucccuity  which  must  induce 
ibem  to  bring  on  a  decisive  ICn|;afiemeDl ;  the  General  has  flbundani  rcsaon  10 
believe,  lliai  an  Attack  may  be  hourly  expected. — He  exhoit^  every  curamand- 
ing  officer  therefore  uf  Coqw.  to  pay  pnrticular  aiteiiiion  10  the  sHile  o(  the 
Ams  and  Ammunition  of  their  men  ;  that  nothinc  may  be  Moiiss  whenever  wc 
are  called  upon,  huwever  sudden  it  may  happen — At  the  WRic  lime  he  once 
more  rccomm'Ciids,  to  every  otHcer  and  ^oldie^.  the  imponance  of  the  cause  they 
ate  ciifi;aged  in,  and  the  necenily  there  in  u(  their  l>eliavin|;  like  men,  who  are 
contending  lor  every  thing  that  Ireemcn  ihould  value — He  naiireK  the  whole, 
that  It  is  his  lirsC  deiermtnation  to  defend,  the  Po^is  we  now  bold,  to  the  last 
esiremlty ;  and  uutliing  but  aiipArarelled  Cowardice  am  occasion  the  lo^s  of 
them,  aswc  are  superior  in  number,  and  have  a  better  otiise  to  contend  in, 
tbm  the  enemy  have — He  further  dectorei,  that  any  ipiriied  Ijchavior.  in  Offi- 
een,  ur  Snldicn,  »h»n  meet  WLth  its  rewnrd.  a{  ihc  same  lime  IhKt  Mi^bchuvior 
and  Cowardice,  shall  liiid  exemplary  punishment. 

'*  Every  Brigadier,  nr  Officer  oom]naii>iling  Itn^ade,  !&  hereby  enjoined  and 
ordered,  to  select  uimc  gond  officers  to  be  in  Ihe  rear  o(  their  lUltKlioas,  nnd 
these  Officers  arc  pwiiivcly  oidered  to  shoot  any  Officer,  or  Soldier,  who  nhall 
prcHime  to  quit  hik  Rauk^,  or  retreat,  unleu  tlic  Retreat  a  ordered  by  proper 
Authority,  and  10  prevent  the  confusion  which  is  orcu^oned  by  every  person's 
undertaking  In  give,  nr  carry  Orden.  none  are  to  be  lookeil  upon  ai  valid,  that 
Hre  not  delivered  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  Order*  of  the  t7ib  Ultimo." 
— th^drrfy  ffvfK  I  October,  ly?^. 
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Lincoln,  who  has  got  as  far  as  Fairfield  with  part  of 
the  troops  lately  ordered  by  the  Massachusetts  As- 
sembly, to  concert  with  him  and  others  an  expedition 
across  the  Sound  with  these  troops,  three  confipanies 
under  Colonel  Livingston,'  and  such  further  aid  as 
Governor  Trumbull  can  afford,  in  order  to  prevent  if 
possible  their  effecting  these  important  objects,  and 
to  assist  the  inhabitants  in  the  removal  of  their  stock, 
grain,  &c.,  or  in  destroying  them,  that  the  enemy  may 
not  derive  any  advantage  or  benefit  from  them.' 

'  Before  the  battle  of  the  37th  of  Aupist,  Cotond  Hen>r  B.  LirneEtoti  htd 
been  lenC  viilh  a  (lcl)ichin<nit  of  iTonp*  to  the  irui  end  of  Long  UUod,  with 
Othen  to  protect  the  w«ll^fTrclcd  inhabitaiiis  in  thai  [)u»lei,  and  prevrnl  the 
enemy  from  landiiij^  »nO  'Irivini;  off  the  cMlle.  But  afici  the  miccck  of  the 
British  sdhb  near  Brooklyn,  paitin  o(  the  enemy  matched  10  the  inieriOT  o( 
the  ItUtitl,  the  people  generally  Eubmitccd  to  their  authority,  Bome  from  ia- 
clination,  others  from  fear:  anrl  Coloiiel  LiringsiiKi  wai  obliged  to  retreat 
with  ht>  remaining  furt'cii  acruis  the  Satind  to  Connectiinil.  It  wai  thoiigbl 
adviftable  lo  make  .1  descent  upon  the  Ulanrl  with  a'largcr  force ;  but  Genenl* 
CHoton  and  Lincoln,  not  finding  thitt  a  hwly  of  men  could  be  cotterttd  safEi> 
Cicnt  to  wamiDt  the  enlerprite  upon  a  large  ».cale,  joined  the  main  onny  to  a 
few  days  without  haviTig  attempted  it.  The  project  wrus  not  inunediatdy 
abandoned,  however,  nmt  (iovemnr  Trtitnbull  concened  a  plan  iilth  Colonel 
Livingston,  wliich  promised  favorably  at  hrsl,  but  wa»  finally  given  ap  at  im- 
practicablt,  on  account  of  a  deficiency  both  ot  men  and  ii(  walcr-crafl  Mi 
Iranspori  Ihcm  acrou  ihi-  Sound. 

In  one  of  his  Icutrs  to  Colonel  Living*ion  nn  this  subject,  Govamor  Tnun- 
bull  wrote  : — "  1  have  received  intelligence,  whith  I  Iretieve  may  he  depetided 
on,  that  Major  Rogers,  now  employed  by  Ocneral  Howe,  and  who  you  knou 
wat  a  (ammiii  partisan,  or  ranger,  in  the  last  war,  is  tollecline  a  battalion  ot 
ToHm  on  L.nng  Island  and  from  Chr  main,  many  of  whom  have  joined  him  at 
Huntington,  a,nd  that  he  piopose>  soon  lo  innkc  a  sudden  attack  in  the  itiiuhl 
on  N'orwalk,  to  t.ike  the  Cttntinental  slurvi,  and  lay  wajilc  the  town.  I  hope 
we  Aball  be  able  lo  frustrate  hit  dcsignv  I  hare  no  need  to  apprise  ymi  of  the 
an  of  thi«  Rogers.  He  has  been  a  famoiu  scoutcr,  or  woods- hunter,  ddlleil 
in  waylsyitig.  ambuNCJide,  and  sudden  attack.  I  datv  lay  you  will  guard  againd 
being  »urpri»cd  by  him  tir  any  other  party." — MS.  Ltller.  October  13th. 

'  Oliver  llelancey  had  received  from  General  Howe  the  appmntmcnl  of  brig, 
adier-general  in  liie  Uritish  army,  willi  xiilhority  to  rai*e  a  brigade  of  loyaliM* 
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The  recruiting  scheme  they  are  prosecuting  with 
uncommon  industry;  nor  is  It  confined  to  Long  Island 
aloae.  Having  just  now  received  a  letter  from  the 
Committee  of  Westchester  county,  advising  that  there 
are  several  companies  of  men  in  that  and  Duchess 
county  preparing  to  go  off  and  join  tlie  King's  army. 
I  have  given  directions  to  our  guard-boats  and  the 
sentries  at  our  works  at  Mount  Washington  to  keep 
a  strict  lookout,  in  case  they  attempt  to  come  down 
the  North  River;  also  to  General  Heath  at  Kings- 
bridge,  that  the  utmost  vigilance  may  be  observed  by 
the  regiments  and  troops  stationed  above  there  and 
down  towards  the  East  River,  that  they  may  inter- 
cept them,  should  they  take  that  route  with  a  view  of 
crossing  to  Long  Island.  1  will  use  every  precaution 
in  my  power  to  prevent  these  parricides  from  accom- 
plishing their  designs;  but  I  have  but  little  hope  of 
success,  as  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for  them  to 
procure  a  passage  over  some  part  or  other  of  the 
Sound. 

I  have  been  applied  to  lately  by  Colo.  Wecdon  of 
Virginia  for  permission  to  recruit  the  deficiency  of 
men  in  his  Raiments  out  of  the  troops  composing 

nn  l-ong  Ulaml,  (^ncml  |)rlanCKy  itsucl  sX  Jkmaica  jl  notLce  nf  hw  9[i|ioint- 
mont,  oa  ihe  \x\\  of  ScptcmWr,  offering  u  an  enccnifaecineni  to  itioiic  u<l)n 
>rould  enlisu  ih^i  they  »))ouI(l  be  psid  »iid  nibsiiied  in  llie  vnme  manner  a^ 
British  soldiers,  and  promising  a  caplain's  commUnon,  and  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing a  lieuicnsnt  &nd  miign,  tn  any  per^wii  pm|i«tly  recommended,  who 
should  raiie  a  compsiiy  of  Mvcnty  men.  lie  ftrirlcd,  that  he  hoped  thie  people 
would  cheerfully  come  forvrard  in  ihe  tcrnicc,  Ui  he  iihould  otherwise  be  obliged 
lo  (ill  dp  the  cvni)Kin]o  by  dmft».  Thu»  no  alternative  was  left,  and  a»  thv  . 
inhabitsnts  of  Louk  Island  were  cmirely  in  the  power  of  the  Britiili,  after  the 
battle  of  the  ]7ih  of  August,  (icneral  Delancry  fmind  it  tio  diMicnIl  task  to 
obtain  men  for  his  brigade. 
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the  flying  Camp,  informing  me  at  the  same  time 
some  of  those  from  Maryland  had  offered  to  en 
Colo.   Hand  of  the  Rifle    Batallion  made  a  simi 
application  to-day.    If  the  inlistments  could  be  m 
they  would  have  this  good  consequence,  the  secu 
of  so  many  in  the  service;  However  as  the  meas 
might  occasion  some  uneasiness  in  their  own  Co 
and  be  considered  as  a  Hardship  by  the  States 
which  they  belong,  and  the  means  of  their  furnishi 
more  than  the  quota  exacted  from  them  in  the 
eral  arrangement,  and  would  make  it  more  diffic 
for  'em  to  compleat  their  own  Levies,  I  did  not  con 
sider  myself  at  liberty  to  authorize  it  without  sub 
ting  the  propriety  of  it  to  the  consideration  of  C 
gress  and  obtaining  their  opinion  whether  It  shouU 
be  allowed  or  not.     *     •     » 

By  a  Letter  just  received  from  the  Committee 
Safety  of   the    State  of    New  Hampshire,    I  find 
Thousand  of  their  Militia  were  about  to  march 
the  24th  Ulto.  to  reinforce  this  army  in  consequeit 
of   the  requisition  of  Congress.     Previous  to  thi 
march  Genl.  Ward  writes  me,  he  was  obliged  to  f 
nish  them  with  500  lbs  of  powder  and   1000  lbs 
musket  Ball,  and  1  have  little  reason  to  expect  th 
they  are  better  provided  with  other  Articles,  thi 
they  were  with  ammunition ;  in  such  case  they  w 
only  add  to  our  present  distress  which  is  already  fai 
too  great  &  become  disgusted  with  the  service  tho 
the  time  they  are  engaged  for  is  only  till  the  first  o 
Decemr. — This  will  injure  their  inlisting  for  a  Ion 
Term,  if  not  wholly  prevent  it. 
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From  three  Deserters  who  came  from  the  Galatea 
Man  of  War  about  five  days  ago,  we  are  informed, 
that  several  Transports  had  sailed  before  they  left 
her  for  England  as  it  was  generally  reported,  in  order 
to  return  with  a  supply  of  provisions  of  which  they 
say  there  is  a  want.  Genl  Mercer  in  a  letter  informed 
me,  that  Genl  Thompson  said  he  had  heard  they  were 
going  to  dismiss  about  a  Hundred  of  the  Ships  from 
the  service. — I  am  also  advised  by  a  Letter,  from 
Mr.  Derby  at  Boston  of  the  26th  Ulto.  that  the  day 
before,  a  Transport  had  been  taken  and  sent  into 
Piscatawa  by  a  privateer  in  her  passage  from  N. 
York  to  the  West  Indies — she  sailed  with  five  more 
under  the  convoy  of  a  Man  of  War  in  order  to  bring 
from  thence  the  Troops  that  are  there  to  join  Genl 
Howe — they  were  all  victualled  for  four  months. 
From  this  intelligence  it  would  seem,  as  if  they  did 
not  apprehend  anything  to  be  meditating  against 
them  by  the  Court  of  France. 

Octr.  the  3d.  I  have  nothing  in  particular  to  com- 
municate respecting  our  situation,  it  being  much  the 
same  as  when  I  wrote  last.  We  had  an  alarm  this 
morning  a  little  before  Four  o'Clock  from  some  of 
our  Out  Sentries,  who  reported  that  a  large  body  of 
the  Enemy  was  advancing  towards  our  Lines, — This 
put  us  in  motion.  However  it  turned  out  entirely 
premature — or  at  least  we  saw  nothing  of  them.' 


Reul  in  CangKM,  4  October,  1776. 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Heights  of  Haekleh,  4  October,  1776. 

Sir, 

Before  I  knew  of  the  late  resolutions  of  Congress, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  in  your  letter 
of  the  24th,  and  before  I  was  favored  with  the  visit 
of  your  Committee,  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving  you 
my  sentiments  on  several  points,  which  seemed  to  be 
of  importance.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  Commit- 
tee will  make  such  a  report  of  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  army,  as  will  induce  Congress  to  believe,  that 
nothing  but  the  most  vigorous  exertions  can  put 
matters  upon  such  a  footing,  as  to  give  this  conti- 
nent a  fair  prospect  of  success.  Give  me  leave  to 
say,  Sir,  (I  say  it  with  due  deference  and  respect,  and 
my  knowledge  of  the  facts,  added  to  the  importance 
of  the  cause,  and  the  stake  I  hold  in  it,  must  justify 
the  freedom,)  that  your  affairs  are  in  a  more  unprom- 
ising way  than  you  seem  to  apprehend. 

Your  army,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  is  upon  the 
eve  of  its  political  dissolution.  True  it  is,  you  have 
voted  a  larger  one  in  lieu  of  it ;  but  the  season  is 
late  ;  and  there  is  a  material  difference  between 
voting  of  battalions  and  raising  of  men.  In  the  latter, 
there  are  more  difficulties  than  Congress  are  aware 
of ;  which  makes  it  my  duty,  as  I  have  been  informed 
of  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  this  army,  to  inform 
them,  that,  unless  the  pay  of  the  officers,  especially 
that  of  the  field-officers,  is  raised,  the  chief  part  of 
those  that  are  worth  retaining  will  leave  the  service 
at  the  expiration  of  the  present  term,  as  the  soldiers 
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will  also,  if  some  greater  encouragement  is  not 
offered  them,  than  twenty  dollars  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  land.  Nothing  less,  in  my  opinion,  than  a 
suit  of  clothes  annually  given  to  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  soldier,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and 
bounty,  will  avail ;  and  I  question  whether  that  will 
do,  as  the  enemyj  from  the  information  of  one  John 
Marsh,  who,  with  six  others,  was  taken  by  our  guards, 
are  giving  ten  pounds  bounty  for  recruits,  and  have 
got  a  battalion  under  Major  Rogers  nearly  completed 
upon  Long  Island. 

Nor  will  less  pay,  according  to  my  judgment,  than 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  in  the  en- 
closed estimate,  retain  such  officers  as  we  could  wish 
to  have  continued.  The  difference  per  month  in 
each  battalion  will  amount  to  better  than  a  hundred 
pounds.  To  this  may  be  added  the  pay  of  the  staff- 
officers  :  for  it  is  presumable  they  will  also  require  an 
augmentation  ;  but  being  few  in  number,  the  sum  will 
not  be  greatly  increased  by  them,  and  consequently 
is  a  matter  of  no  great  moment.  But  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  small  importance  to  make  the  several  offices 
desirable.  When  the  pay  and  establishment  of  an 
officer  once  become  objects  of  interested  attention, 
the  sloth,  negligence,  and  even  disobedience  of 
orders,  which  at  this  time  but  too  generally  prevail, 
will  be  purged  off.  But  while  the  service  is  viewed 
with  indifference,  while  the  officer  conceives  that  he  is 
rather  conferring  than  receiving  an  obligation,  there 
will  be  a  total  relaxation  of  all  order  and  discipline, 
and  every  thing  will  move  heavily  on,  to  the  great 
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detriment  of  the  service,  and  inexpressible  troublel 
and  vexation  of  the  general.  The  critical  situation  of 
our  affairs  at  this  time  will  justify  my  saying,  that  no 
time  is  to  be  lost  in  making  fruitless  experiments. 
An  unavailing  trial  of  a  month  to  get  an  army  upon 
the  terms  proposed  may  render  it  impracticable  to  do 
it  at  alt,  and  prove  fatal  to  our  cause ;  as  I  am  not 
sure  whether  any  rubs  in  the  way  of  our  enlistments, 
or  unfavorable  turn  in  our  affairs,  may  not  prove  the 
means  of  the  enemy's  recruiting  men  faster  than  we 
do.  To  this  may  be  added  the  inextricable  difficulty 
of  forming  one  corps  out  of  another,  and  arranging 
matters  with  any  degree  of  order,  in  the  face  of  an 
enemy,  who  are  watching  for  advantages. 

At  Cambridge,  last  year,  where  the  officers,  and 
more  than  a  sufficiency  of  them,  were  all  upon  the 
spot,  we  found  it  a  work  of  such  extreme  difficulty  to 
know  their  sentiments,  each  having  some  terms  to 
propose,  that  I  once  despaired  of  getting  the  arrange- 
ments completed  ;  and  I  do  suppose,  that  at  least  a 
hundred  alterations  took  place  before  matters  were 
fnially  adjusted.  What  must  It  be  then,  under  the 
present  regulation,  where  tlieofiicers  are  to  negotiate 
this  matter  with  the  State  he  comes  from,  distant 
perhaps  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  some  of  whom, 
without  leave  or  license  from  mc,  set  out  to  make 
personal  application,  the  moment  the  resolve  got  to 
their  hands  ?  What  kind  of  officers  these  are,  1  leave 
Congress  to  judge.  If  an  officer  of  reputation,  for 
none  other  should  be  applied  to,  is  asked  to  slay, 
what  answer  can  he  give,  but,  in  the  first  place,  that 


he  does  not  know  whether  it  is  at  his  option  to  do  so, 
no  provision  being  made  in  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, even  commendatory  of  this  measure  ;  conse- 
quently, that  it  rests  with  the  State  he  comes  from, 
surrounded  perhaps  with  a  variety  of  applications, 
and  influenced  probably  by  local  attachments,  to  de- 
termine whether  he  can  be  provided  for  or  noL  In 
the  next  place,  if  he  is  an  officer  of  merit,  and  knows 
that  the  State  he  comes  from  is  to  furnish  more  bat- 
talions than  it  at  present  has  in  the  ser%'ice,  he  will 
scarcely,  after  two  years'  faithful  services,  think  of 
continuing  in  the  rank  he  now  bears,  when  new  crea- 
tions are  to  be  made,  and  men  appointed  to  office 
(no  ways  superior  in  merit,  and  ignorant  perhaps  of 
service,)  over  his  head.  A  Committee  sent  to  the 
army  from  each  State  may  upon  the  spot  fix  things, 
with  a  degree  of  propriety  and  certainty  ;  and  it  is 
the  only  method  I  can  see  of  bringing  matters  to  a 
decision,  with  respect  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 
But  what  can  be  done  in  the  mean  while  towards  the 
arrangement  in  the  country,  I  know  not.  In  the  one 
case  you  run  the  hazard  of  losing  your  officers ;  in 
the  other,  of  encountering  delay,  unless  some  method 
could  be  devised  of  forwarding  both  at  the  same 
instant. 

Upon  the  present  plan,  I  plainly  foresee  an  inter- 
vention of  time  between  the  old  and  the  new  armies, 
which  must  be  filled  up  with  militia,  if  to  be  had, 
with  whom  no  man,  who  has  any  regard  for  his  own 
reputation,  can  undertake  to  be  answerable  for  con- 
sequences.    I  shall  also  be  mistaken  in  my  conjee- 


tures,  if  we  do  not  lose  the  most  valuable  officers  in 
this  army,  under  the  present  mode  of  appointing 
them  ;  consequently,  if  we  have  an  army  at  all.  it 
will  be  composed  of  materials  not  only  entirely  raw. 
but,  if  uncommon  pains  arc  not  taken,  entirely  unfit : 
and  I  see  such  a  distrust  and  jealousy  of  military 
power,  that  the  Commander-in-chief  has  not  an  op- 
portunity, even  by  recommendation,  to  give  the  least 
assurances  of  reward  for  the  most  essential  services. 
In  a  word,  such  a  cloud  of  perplexing  circumstances 
appears  before  me,  without  one  flattering  hope,  that 
I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  unless  the  most 
vigorous  and  decisive  exertions  are  immediately 
adopted  to  remedy  these  evils,  the  certain  and  abso- 
lute  loss  of  our  liberties  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence  ;  as  one  unhappy  stroke  will  throw  a  powerful 
weight  into  the  scale  against  us,  enabling  General 
Howe  to  recruit  his  army  as  fast  as  we  shall  ours  ; 
numbers  being  disposed,  and  many  actually  doing 
so  already.  Some  of  the  most  probable  remedies, 
and  such  as  experience  has  brought  to  my  more  inti- 
mate knowledge,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point 
out  ;  the  rest  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress. 

I  ask  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of  their  time 
with  my  opinions.  But  I  should  betray  the  trust, 
which  tlicy  and  my  country  have  reposed  in  me, 
were  I  to  be  silent  upon  a  matter  so  extremely  inter- 
esting. 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be.  &c. 
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TO   PATRICK   HENRY,    GOVERNOR    OF   VIRGINIA. 

HttiRHTEtor  HAeRLRM,  5  October.  1774, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliging  favor  of  the  20th  tiltimo  came  d\ily 
to  hand,  and  demands  my  best  acknowledgments  I 
congratulate  you,  Sir,  most  cordially,  upon  your  ap- 
pointment to  the  government,  and,  with  no  less  sin- 
cerity, on  your  late  recovery.  Your  correspondence 
will  confer  honor  and  satisfaction  ;  and,  whenever  it 
is  in  my  power,  I  shall  write  to  you  with  pleasure. 
Our  retreat  from  Long  Island,  under  our  peculiar 
circumstances,  became  an  act  of  prudence  and  neces- 
sity, and  the  evacuation  of  New  York  was  a  conse- 
quence resulting  from  the  other.  Indeed,  after  we 
discovered  that  the  enemy,  instead  of  making  an 
attack  upon  the  city,  were  endeavouring,  by  means  of 
their  ships  and  superior  land  force,  either  to  intercept 
our  retreat,  by  getting  in  our  rear,  or  else  by  landing 
their  forces  between  our  divisions  at  Kingsbridge  and 
those  in  the  town,  to  separate  the  one  from  the  other, 
it  became  a  matter  of  the  last  importance  to  alter  the 
disposition  of  the  army. 

These  measures,  however,  although  of  the  most 
evident  utility,  have  been  productive  of  some  incon- 
veniences, the  troops  having  become  in  some  measure 
dispirited  by  these  successive  retreats,  which,  I  pre- 
sume, has  also  been  the  case  among  several  of  our 
friends  in  the  country.  In  order  to  recover  that 
militar)'  ardor,  which  is  of  the  utmost  moment  to  an 
army,  almost  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  this  place 
I  formed  a  design  of  cutting  ofifsome  of  the  enemy's 
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light  troops,  who,  encouraged  by  their  successes,  had 
advanced  to  the  extremity  of  the  high  ground  op- 
posite to  our  present  encampment.  To  effect  this 
salutary  purpose,  Colonel  Knowlton  and  Major 
Leitch  were  detached  with  parties  of  riflemen  and 
rangers  to  get  in  their  rear,  while  a  disposition  was 
made  as  if  to  attack  them  in  front.  By  some  un- 
happy mistake,  the  fire  was  commenced  from  that 
quarter,  rather  on  their  flank  than  in  their  rear :  by 
which  means,  though  the  enemy  were  defeated  and 
pushed  oflf  the  ground,  yet  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  retreating  to  their  main  body.  This  piece  of  suc- 
cess, though  it  tended  greatly  to  inspire  our  troops 
with  confidence,  has  been  in  some  measure  embit- 
tered by  the  loss  of  those  two  brave  officers,  who  are 
dead  of  the  wounds  they  received  in  the  action. 
Since  this  skirmish,  excepting  the  affair  at  Mon- 
tresor's  Island,  wliere  Major  Henly,  another  of  our 
best  officers,  was  slain,  there  has  been  nothing  of  any 
material  consequence.'      Indeed,  the  advantage  ob- 

*  Major  Thomas  I  Icnly  was  aid-dv-camp  lo  General  Heath.  He  volnDleend 
CO  join  n  party  uiiO«  Lieuienaut-Culuuel  Jacktou,  who,  on  the  aad  of  Septem- 
ber, with  two  tiundred  and  forty  men  in  fiat-boau,  made  a  descent  upon  Mon. 
tre»or'&  Island,  ai  whiirh  the  British  had  taken  possession.  The  troops  in  one 
boat  only  cflcCloi  a  landing,  and  these  were  ^irircn  back  with  the  loM  of  four- 
Leen  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Ilcniy  behaved  with  ]!Tcat  courage, 
but  was  «hol  juKt  a*  he  wa>  enlcrin);  the  boat,  and  instantly  expired.  The  foU 
lowinu  honorable  tribute  is  conlniracd  in  the  Orderly  fftiak,  September  Sftb  \ — 
"  Major  Henly,  who»«  activity  and  aiientlon  to  duty,  ooniage,  and  every  oUiet 
quality,  v-hich  can  distinguiiih  a  brave  and  gallant  nidier,  must  cadcftr  him  lo 
every  lover  of  his  country,  having  fallen  in  a  laic  skirmish  00  Uoninsor's 
lalond,  while  bravely  Icailing  n  party,  bis  remains  wiH  be  interred  this  a(tet- 
noon  at  five  o'clock,  bcluw  the  hill  where  the  redoubt  i>  thrown  up  on  the 
road."  Thb  was  the  burial-place  of  Colonel  Knowlton,  and  Henly  was  laid  by 
his  side. — Sparks. 


taincd  over  the  enemy's  light  troops  might  ha\'e  been 
improved  perhaps  to  a  considerable  extent,  had  we 
been  in  a  proper  situation  to  make  use  of  this  favor- 
able crisis  ;  but  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  generality 
of  the  troops  has  prevented  me  from  availing  myself 
of  that,  and  almost  every  other  opportunity,  which 
has  presented  itself. 

I  own  my  fears,  that  this  must  ever  be  the  case, 
when  our  dependence  is  placed  on  men,  enlisted  for 
a  few  months,  commanded  by  such  officers  as  party 
or  accident  may  have  furnished ;  and  on  nulitJa,  who, 
as  soon  as  they  are  fairly  fixed  in  the  camp,  are  im- 
patient to  return  to  their  own  homes ;  and  who,  from 
an  utter  disregard  of  all  discipline  and  restraint 
among  themselves,  are  but  too  apt  to  infuse  the  like 
spirit  into  others.  The  evils  of  short  enlistments  and 
of  employing  militia  to  oppose  regular  and  well  ap- 
pointed troops.  I  strongly  urged  to  Congress  before 
the  last  army  was  engaged.  Indeed,  my  own  situa- 
tion at  Cambridge,  about  the  close  of  the  last  cam- 
paign, furnished  the  most  striking  example  of  the 
fatal  tendency  of  such  measures.  I  then  clearly  fore- 
saw, that  such  an  armament,  as  we  had  good  reason 
to  expect  would  be  sent  against  us,  could  be  opposed 
only  by  troops  enlisted  during  the  war,  and  where 
every  action  would  add  to  their  experience  and  im- 
provement, and  of  whom,  if  they  were  unsuccessful 
In  the  beginning,  a  reasonable  hope  might  be  enter- 
tained, that  in  time  they  would  become  as  well 
acquainted  with  their  business  as  their  enemies,  This 
method,  I  am  convinced,  would  have  been  attended 
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with  every  goo<l  consequence  ;  for,  besides  the  militia 
being  altogether  unfit  for  the  service,  when  called 
into  the  field,  they  are  much  more  expensive  than 
any  other  kind  of  troops;  and  the  war  could  have 
been  conducted  on  more  moderate  terms,  by  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  body  of  forces,  who  were  equal 
to  every  contingency,  than  by  calling  in  the  militia 
on  imminent  and  pressing  occasions. 

I  would  not  wish  to  influence  your  judgment  with 
respect  to  militia,  in  the  management  of  Indian  affairs, 
as  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier  counties  in  your  colony  are,  from  inclination 
as  well  as  ability,  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  kind  of 
warfare.  At  the  same  time,  I  should  think  it  would 
be  highly  advisable,  in  case  you  should  conceive  your- 
selves to  be  in  danger  from  any  detachment  of  the 
British  army,  or  from  their  marines,  not  to  depend  on 
any  troops,  but  such  as  are  well  officered  and  enlisted 
during  the  war. 

I  make  no  doubt,  but  your  State  have  turned  their 
views  towards  forming  some  obstacles  against  the  ene- 
my's ships  and  tenders,  who  may  go  up  your  rivers  m 
quest  of  provisions,  or  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
your  towns.  If  they  have  depended  on  batteries  to 
prevent  them,  without  any  other  obstructions,  a  trial 
of  the  matter  has  taught  us  to  believe,  that  it  will  be 
altogether  ineffectual ;  as,  when  under  sail,  with  wind 
and  tide  in  their  favor,  any  damage  they  may  receive 
from  a  battery  will  be  of  very  little  consequence.  At 
the  same  time,  1  must  observe,  that  this  kind  of 
opposition  is  exceedingly  proper  for  the  defence  of  a 
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town,  or  in  any  case,  where  it  is  necessary  that  the 
ships  should  come  to  anchor  before  the  batteries,  for 
the  purpose  of  silencing  them.  In  the  first  instance, 
1  would  strongly  recommend  row-galleys,  which,  if 
officered  with  brave  and  determined  men,  and  con- 
ducted with  prudence,  would,  in  my  0])tnion,  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  advantage,  and  be  the  most 
likely  means,  in  your  situation,  of  securing  your 
towns  and  houses,  on  the  navigable  waters,  from  any 
impression  from  the  shipping. 

I  imagine,  before  this,  Congress  have  made  you 
acquainted  with  their  resolutions  for  raising  the  new 
army,  and  that  your  colony  is  to  furnish  fifteen  bat- 
talions to  be  enlisted  during  the  war.  As  this  will 
occasion  the  choosing  a  number  of  new  officers.  I 
would,  in  the  most  urgent  manner,  recommend  the 
utmost  care  and  circumspection  in  your  appointments. 
1  do  not  suppose  that  there  are  many  e,\pcrlenccd 
gentlemen  now  left  with  you,  as.  from  what  I  have 
understood,  those  who  have  ser\'ed  in  the  last  war 
are  chiefly  promoted.  However,  1  am  satisfied  that 
the  military  spirit  runs  so  high  in  your  colony,  and 
the  number  of  applicants  will  be  so  considerable,  that 
a  very  proper  choice  may  be  made.  Indeed,  the 
army's  being  put  upon  such  a  permanent  footing  will 
be  a  strong  inducement  for  them  to  step  forth  on  the 
present  interesting  occasion.  One  circumstance,  in 
this  important  business,  ought  to  be  cautiously 
guarded  against,  and  that  is,  the  soldiers  and  officers 
being  too  nearly  on  a  level.  Discipline  and  subordi- 
nation add  life  and  vigor   to   military  movements. 
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The  person  commanded  yields  but  a  reluctant 
obedience  to  those,  who  he  conceives  are  unde- 
servedly made  his  superiors.  The  degrees  of  rank 
are  frequently  transferred  from  civil  life  into  the  de- 
partments of  the  army.  The  true  criterion  to  judj^c 
by,  when  past  sen*ices  do  not  enter  into  the  compe- 
tition, is,  to  consider  whether  the  candidate  for  office 
has  a  just  pretension  to  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
a  proper  sense  of  honor,  and  some  reputation  to  lose. 
Perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  be  surprised  at  my  pressing 
this  advice  so  strongly  as  1  have  done  in  this  letter; 
but  I  have  felt  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  a 
contrary  principle  in  so  sensible  a  manner,  and  this 
army  has  been  so  greatly  enfeebled  by  a  different  line 
of  conduct,  that  I  hope  you  will  readily  excuse  mc  I 
am.  Sir,  with  sincere  regard,  your  affectionate  humble 
servant. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Head  QtiAitTtRS,  Hughtsof  Haku.em, 
S  October,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  2d 
with  sundry  Resolutions  of  Congress.  The  officers 
that  concurred  in  the  Acquittal  of  Ensign  Macumber 
shall  be  called  upon,  to  assign  their  reasons  for  their 
first  judgment  which  shall  be  sent  as'soon  as  they  arc 
collected. 

In  respect  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  fear  it 
will  be  a  work  of  great  difficulty,  owing  to  their  dis- 
persed and  scattered  situation  throughout  the  States. 
In  order  to  effect  it,  I  have  written  to  the  eastern 


1776] 


GEOIiG£  WASHINGTON. 


477 


governments  to  have  them  collected,  and  to  transmit 
me  an  account  of  their  number,  distinguishing  the 
names  and  ranks  of  the  field  and  commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  llie  corps  they  belong  to.  I  have  also  written 
to  Governor  Livingston  of  the  Jerseys  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  must  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  Congress 
to  give  directions,  that  a  similar  return  may  be  made 
of  those  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  and  for  their 
being  brought  to  Brunswick,  that  they  may  be  ready 
to  be  exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  those  of  the 
same  rank.  I  observe,  by  the  resolve  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  that  the  exchange  is  particularly  directed  to 
be  made  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  taken  on  Long 
Island.  But  should  not  that  follow  the  exchange  of 
those  officers  and  men,  who  have  lately  returned  from 
Quebec,  whose  imprisonment  has  been  much  longer, 
whose  service  has  not  been  less  severe,  and  who,  in 
many  instances,  conducted  with  great  intrepidity  ?  I 
have  had  many  applications  since  their  arrival,  by 
which  they  claim  a  kind  of  preference  as  far  as  their 
number  and  the  circumstances  of  their  rank  will 
allow,  and  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention, 
that  I  may  obtain  some  direction  upon  the  subject' 

You  will  observe  by  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  General  Howe,  a  copy  of 
which  you  have  at  length,  that  the  non-performance 
of  the  agreement  between  Captain  Forster  and  Gen- 
eral Arnold,  by  which  the  latter  stipulated  for  the 


'  It  was  decided  by  CongrcEs,  ihat,  in  ihc  exchange  of  prison^rre,  the  oSiccn 
TCtarncd  from  Canada  shoald  hare  the  preference  to  iho&e  captured  on  Long 
Iiland  and  New  York  Island. 
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return  of  an  equal  number  of  officers  and  prisoners  in 
our  hands  for  those  delivered  to  him,  is  considered  in 
an  unfavorable  light  and  entirely  imputed  to  me,  as 
having  the  chief  command  of  the  armies  of  the  States, 
and  a  controlling  power  over  General  Arnold.'  The 
pointed  manner  in  which  General  Howe  is  pleased  to 
express  himself  could  not  personally  affect  me,  sup* 
posing  there  had  been  no  good  grounds  for  the  treaty 
not  being  ratified,  having  been  nothing  more  than  an 
instrument  of  conveying  to  him  the  resolutions  formed 
upon  the  subject ;  yet,  as  there  were  but  too  just 
reasons,  his  censure  could  have  no  weight,  was  it  not 
directed  against  me.  However,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that,  from  the  letters  from  the  hostages; 
from  what  has  been  reported  by  others  respecting 
Captain  Forster's  having  used  his  endeavors  to  re- 
strain the  savages  from  exercising  their  wonted 
barbarities,  though  in  some  instances  they  did ;  his 
purchasing  some  of  the  prisoners  for  a  considerable 
premium ;  but,  above  all,  from  the  delicate  nature  of 
such  treaties,  and  because  the  non-observance  of  them 
must  damp  the  spirits  of  the  officers  who  make  them, 
and  add  affliction  to  the  misfortunes  of  those,  whom 
necessity  and  the  nature  of  the  case  force  into  cap- 
tivity to  give  them  a  sanction  by  a  long  and  irksome 
confinement, — for  these  reasons  and  many  more  that 

'  "  The  particular  manrici  in  which  you  ml  upon  me,  by  jour  Idler  of  the 
4th  iniUinl,  a  pcrfurmaoue  uf  the  aKicement  belween  (General  Arnold  and  Cap- 
tain P*orstvc,  wnt  entirely  unt;K[>ectci),  ox  I  cncto»ed  to  yoo  iomc  tiiRea|p>  the 
rcAoluunns  of  Congress  upon  ihe  subject,  by  which  you  would  |>erceirc  that 
they,  to  whom  1  am  amenable,  hnd  taken  upon  themselves  the cousiilcration  of 
the  niatlcr." — WasfUngtoH  to  Crtteral  f/«Wf,  b  Ociober,  1776. 
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will  readily  occur,  that  I  could  wish  Congress  to 
reconsider  the  matter,  and  to  carry  Jt  into  execution. 
I  am  sensible  the  wrong  was  originally  in  their  em- 
ploying savages,  and  that  whatever  cruelties  were 
committed  by  them  should  be  esteemed  their  own 
acts ;  yet,  perhaps,  in  point  of  policy,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  overlook  these  infractions  on  their  part, 
and  to  pursue  that  mode,  which  will  be  the  most 
likely  to  render  the  hardships  incident  to  war  most 
tolerable,  and  the  greatest  benefits  to  the  State.  I 
have  ventured  to  say  thus  much  upon  the  subject 
from  a  regard  to  the  service,  and  because  such  gen- 
tlemen of  the  army  as  I  have  heard  mention  it  seem 
to  wish  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  rather  than  dis- 
allowed.' 

Enclosed  is  a  List  of  Vacancies  in  the  Third  Regi- 
ment of  Virginia  Troops,  in  part  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Major  Leitch,  who  died  of  his  wounds  on 

'  General]  Hnwc  had  written  :— "  With  relation  to  the  noa-pcrformancc  of 
yoor  part  of  ll>e  agreetnenl  between  Captain  Forstei  and  G«i>vial  Antold,  ibat 
enen)  being  immediately  under  jrour  command,  (rom  jrour  tiiuativn  made 
aown  to  tnc  under  foar  ow^  subscription,  it  rests  with  yon  to  see  it  (ulfilled, 
agreeably  to  the  |>1ighled  faith  of  the  General,  which,  do  doubt,  to  uve  hit 
lionor,  he  hat  a  tight  to  cupcct,  or  that  you  will  return  the  priioitcrs  given  up 
[by  CaptaiD  Funter.  Meanwhile  I  Irtui,  Iroro  the  declaration  in  your  letter, 
Aat  yon  will  not  allow  of  any  delay  in  the  exchange  of  the  oflicerii  and  soldiers 
in  your  posscision  bclonginc  to  hi»  Maie«ty'&  troops.  Bricadicr-Gencial 
,'WoodhaU  was  yesterday  reported  to  have  died  of  lii*  wounds," 

A  letter  from  a  "ccntlcmna"  ut  Montreal,  dated  18  An^pist,  1776,  stated 
that  when  Captain  Forsier  had  taken  the  American  party  prisoners,  his  prori- 
sons  proved  in^ulfidenl  for  such  a  number,  and  he  wu  obliged  to  put  hii  own 
men  aiid  the  ladtatis  with  him  on.  hall  allowance.  This  made  the  Indians  di>> 
ConlenteJ.  and  they  iniiiled  upun  putting  their  prisoners  to  death,  but  were 
tvatled  Upon  by  Captain  Fontci,  aftct  the  "  utmost  entreaty,"  to  span  tbeai 
be  sent  to  the  colonies  to  t>a  exchanged.  General  Bai^oyne  allowed  tbe 
bostages  to  write  to  their  frtends. 
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Tuesday  morning  and  of  the  Gentlemen  who  stand 
next  in  Regimental  order  and  who  are  recommended 
to  succeed  to  'em ; — you  will  observe  that  Captn. 
John  Fitzgerald  is  said  to  be  appointed  to  the  duty 
of  Major;  this  I  have  done  in  Orders,  being  the 
eldest  Captain  in  the  Regiment,  and  I  believe  an 
officer  of  unexceptionable  merit  and  as  it  was  highly 
necessary  at  this  time  to  have  the  Corps  as  well  and 
fully  officered  as  possible  ;  There,  is  also  a  vacancy  in 
the  1 2th  Continental  BattalHon  by  the  promotion  of 
Lieut.  Clark  to  a  majority  in  the  Flying  Camp,  to 
which  Colo.  Hand  has  recommended  William  Patten, 
to  succeed  as  you  will  perceive  by  his  Letter  enclosed. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  transmit  a  plan  for  es- 
tablishing a  Corps  of  Engineers,  artificers,  &c.J 
sketched  out  by  Col,  Putnam,  and  which  is  proposed 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  How  far  they 
may  incline  to  adopt  it  or  whether  they  may  chuse 
to  proceed  upon  such  an  extensive  scale  they  will  be 
pleased  to  determine.  However  I  conceive  it,  a 
matter  well  worthy  of  their  consideration,  being  con- 
vinced from  exterience  and  from  the  reason  sug- 
gested by  Colo.  Putnam,  who  has  acted  with  great 
diligence  and  reputation  in  this  business,  that  some 
establishment  of  the  sort  is  highly  necessary  and  will 
be  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  consequences. — 
If  the  proposition  is  approved  by  Congress,  I  am 
informed  by  good  authority,  that  there  is  a  Gentle- 
man in  Virginia  in  the  Colony  service,  John  Stadler, 
Esq.,  a  native  of  Germany,  whose  abilities  in  this 
way  are  by  no  means  inconsiderable — I  am  told  he 
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was  an  Engineer  in  the  Army  under  Genl.  Scanwbc 
and  is  reported  to  be  of  skill  and  ingenuity  in  the 
profession. — In  this  capacity  I  do  not  know  him 
myself,  but  I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  him  in 
his  private  character  as  a  man  of  understanding  and 
of  good  behaviour.  I  would  submit  his  merits  to  the 
enquiry  of  Congress,  and  if  he  shall  answer  the  re- 
port 1  have  had  of  him,  1  make  no  doubt  but  he  will 
be  suitably  provided  for. 

The  Convention  of  this  State,  have  lately  seized 
and  had  appraised  Two  new  ships  valued  at  6229;^ 
2J  curry  which  they  have  sent  down  for  the  purpose 
of  sinking  and  obstructing  the  Channel  opposite 
Mount  Washington.  The  price  being  high  and 
opinions  various  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  measure, 
some  conceiving  the  obstruction  nearly  sufficient 
already,  and  others  that  they  would  render  it  secure, 
I  would  wish  to  have  the  direction  of  Congress  upon 
the  subject  by  the  earliest  Opportunity,  thinking  my- 
self chat  if  the  Enemy  should  attempt  to  come  up 
that  they  should  be  used  sooner  than  to  hazard  their 
passing.  I  must  be  governed  by  circumstances,  yet 
hope  for  their  sentiments  before  any  thing  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done. 

Sundry  disputes  having  arisen  of  late  between  Offi- 
cers of  different  Regiments  and  of  the  same  Rank 
respecting  the  right  of  succession  to  such  vacancies 
as  happen  from  death  or  other  causes,  some  suggest- 
ing that  it  should  be  in  a  Colonial  line  and  governed 
by  the  priority  of  their  Commissions,  others  that  it 
should  be  Regimentally,  and  there  being  an  Instance 
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now  before  me  between  the  Officers  of  the  Virginia 
Regiments,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Major  Leitch, 
it  has  become  absolutely  necessary  that  Congress 
should  determine  the  mode  by  which  promotions  are 
to  be  regulated,  whether  Colonially  &  by  priority  of 
Commissions,  or  Regimentally,  reserving  a  right  out 
of  the  General  rule  they  adopt,  to  reward  for  partic- 
ular merit,  or  of  withholding  from  office  such  as  may 
not  be  worthy  to  succeed.  I  have  only  proposed  Two 
modes  for  their  consideration,  being  satisfied  that 
promotions  thro'  the  line  as  they  are  called  can  never 
take  place  without  producing  discord,  jealousy,  dis- 
trust and  the  most  fatal  consequences.  In  some  of 
my  Letters  upon  the  subject  of  promotions  and  one 
which  I  had  the  Honor  of  addressing  the  Board  of 
War  on  the  30th  Ult.,  I  advised  that  the  mode  should 
be  rather  practised  than  resolved  on,  but  I  am  fully 
convinced  now  of  the  necessity  there  is  of  settling  it 
in  one  of  the  two  ways  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
point  out  and  under  the  restrictions  1  have  mentioned, 
or  the  disputes  and  applications  will  be  endless  and 
attended  with  great  inconvenience.      I  have  &c. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Heights  or  Habrlem,  7  October,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Comte  d' Emery,  governor-gen- 
eral of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  which  I  re- 
ceived yesterday,  and  also  my  answer,  which  I  have 


enclosed  and  left  open  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, wishing  that  It  may  be  sealed,  if  they  approve 
of  the  Sieur  Dechambault'sreleasement,  which  I  think 
may  be  attended  with  many  valuable  consequences. 
If  Congress  concur  in  sentiment  with  me,  they  will 
be  pleased  to  give  direction  for  his  passage  by  the 
first  opportunity  to  the  French  islands;  if  they  do 
not,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  returning  my  letter.' 

1  have  also  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Monsieur  Penet,  which  came  to  hand  last 
night,  and  which  contains  intelligence  of  an  agreeable 
and  interesting  nature,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  copy.  The  polite  manner  in  which  Mon- 
sieur Pcnct  has  requested  to  be  one  of  my  aids-de- 
camp demands  my  acknowledgments.  As  the  ap- 
pointment will  not  be  attended  with  any  expense,  and 
will  show  a  proper  regard  for  his  complaisance  and 
the  attachment  he  is  pleased  to  express  for  the  service 
of  the  American  States,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
complying  with  his  requisition,  and  transmit  to  him  a 
brevet  commission,  provided  the  same  shall  be  agree- 

'  "I  ]rcatcTd«]rh«il  (he  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  lhe4lhor  Anguil,«nd 
I  take  Ckc  c«rli»t  opportunity  of  tctlifyiug  Ute  pU-snire  I  have  in  complying 
with  your  request,  by  immediately  ordering  the  rcleaxc  of  Monsieur  I>echRin- 
bmult.  He  thai!  be  ftcconiinodaled  with  a  pa^^age  in  (he  6ret  vesuel,  that  MiiU 
from  Phibdclphia  to  the  FreiKb  colouiei  io  ihe  Wcsl  ludleii^  Had  it  nut  been 
for  your  itKcrpuutioo,  Monsieur  Dcdumbault  luuKt  have  rvmatncd  in  pri&on 
till  fcleascd  by  a  cartel ;  but  1  could  not  heaiiatc  to  comply  with  a  request  made 
by  a  nobleman,  who.  by  hi<i  public  caunterunce  oi  out  i:au!ie,  ha*  tenilerc^l  such 
CbenliAl  service*  to  the  thirteen  United  Independent  States  of  America,  wh^iae 
armies  I  have  the  honor  to  command. "— JKdiAifi^/pM  foti^  CamU  IT  Emery 
{St.  Dcmitigt),  7  October,  1776. 

CoDgmi  approved  General  Washington's  tetter,  and  voted  the  release  of 
Dcchaaibaull. 
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able  to  Congress.  Their  sentiments  upon  this  sub- 
ject you  will  be  kind  enough  to  favor  me  with  by  the 
first  opportunity.  The  enclosed  letter  for  the  Sieur 
Dechambault,  you  will  please  to  forward  to  him  (if 
he  Is  to  be  enlarged)  after  closing  it. 

Before  I  conclude  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  ob- 
serve, that  I  am  under  no  small  difficulties  on  account 
of  the  French  gentlemen  that  are  here,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  commissions  they  have  received,  having 
no  means  to  employ  them,  or  to  afford  them  an  op- 
portunity of  rendering  that  service  they  themselves 
wish  to  give,  or  which  perhaps  is  expected  by  the 
public.  Their  want  of  our  language  is  an  objection 
to  their  being  joined  to  any  of  the  regiments  here  at 
this  time,  were  there  vacancies,  and  not  other  ob- 
stacles. These  considerations  induce  me  to  wish,  that 
Congress  would  adopt  and  point  out  some  particular 
mode  to  be  observed  respecting  them.  What  it 
should  be,  they  will  be  best  able  to  determine.  But 
to  me  it  appears,  that  their  being  here  now  can  be 
attended  with  no  valuable  consequences,  and  that,  as 
the  power  of  appointing  officers  for  the  new  army  is 
vested  in  the  several  States,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
Congress  to  direct  them  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
regiments  to  be  raised,  according  to  the  ranks  they 
wouM  wish  them  to  bear,  for  I  am  convinced  they 
win  never  be  taken  in.  let  their  merit  be  what  it  may  ; 
or  to  form  them  into  a  distinct  corps,  which  may  be 
increased  In  time.  They  seem  to  be  genteel,  sensible  ii 
men ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  making  good  of-  H 
ficers,  as  soon  as  they  can  learn  so  much  of  our 
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language  as  to  make  themselves  well  understood ; 
but,  unless  Congress  interfere  with  their  particular 
direction  to  the  States,  they  will  never  be  incorpo- 
rated into  any  of  the  regiments  to  be  raised  ;  and, 
unless  they  are,  they  will  be  entirely  at  a  loss,  and  in 
the  most  irksome  situation,  for  something  to  do,  as 
they  now  are. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

HSAD  QUARTRRS.  llrjCKTSOP  HaRRLIM, 
8  October.  1776L 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  yesterday  I 
have  been  favored  with  a  Letter  from  the  Honble 
Council  of  Massachusetts  bay,  covering  one  from 
Richard  Derby,  Esq.,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted,  as  it  contains  intelligence  of  an  import- 
ant and  interesting  character.  As  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  is  about  to  take  place,  I  am  induced,  from 
a  question  stated  in  a  letter  I  received  from  Governor 
Trumbull  this  morning,  to  ask  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress, in  what  manner  the  States  that  have  had  the 
care  of  them  are  to  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  in- 
curred on  their  account.  My  want  of  Information  in 
this  instance,  or  whether  any  account  is  to  be  sent  in 
with  the  prisoners,  would  not  allow  me  to  give  him 
an  answer,  as  nothing  that  I  recollect  has  ever  been 
said  upon  the  subject.  He  also  mentions  another 
matter,  namely,  whether  such  privates  as  are  mechan- 
ics, aijd  others  who  may  desire  to  remain  with  us, 
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should  be  obliged  to  return.'  In  respect  to  the  lat- 
ter, I  conceive  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  being 
under  a  necessity  of  returning  the  whole,  a  proposi- 
tion having  been  made  on  our  part  for  a  general 
exchange,  and  tliat  agreed  to  ;  besides,  the  balance 
of  prisoners  is  greatly  against  us;  and  I  am  informed 
it  was  particularly  stipu]ated  by  General  Montgomery, 
that  all  those  that  were  taken  in  Canada  should  be 
exchanged  whenever  a  cartel  was  settled  for  the  pur- 
pose. Under  these  circumstances,  I  should  suppose 
the  several  committees  having  the  care  of  them  should 
be  instructed  to  make  the  most  exact  returns  of  the 
whole,  however  willing  a  part  should  be  to  continue 
with  us.  At  the  same  time  I  should  think  it  not 
improper  to  inform  them  of  the  reasons  leading  to 
the  measure,  and  that  they  should  be  invited  to  escape 
afterwards,  which,  in  all  probability,  they  may  effect 
without  much  difiRculty  if  they  are  attached  to  us, 
extending  their  inlluence  to  many  more,  and  bringing 
them  away  also. 

The  situation  of  our  Affairs  and  the  present  estab- 
lishment of  the  Army,  requiring  our  most  vigorous 
exertions  to  engage  a  New  One,  I  presume  it  will  be 
possible  with  money  to  pay  the  bounty  lately  resolved 
on  to  such  men  as  will  inlist.  Prompt  pay  perhaps 
may  have  a  happy  effect  and  induce  the  continuance  of 
some  who  are  here,  but  without  it  I  am  certain  that 
nothing  can  be  done,  nor  have  we  time  to  lose  in 
making  the  Experiment.     Hut  then,  it  may  be  asked, 

*  The  Board  of  War  repotted  :  "  That  kII  prisoners  etpturcd  by  ihc  vnuj  of 
Uk  United  Sum,  whether  mechitDics  or  not.  be  indurlcd  In  ttie  exchange  tc 
be  made  between  General  Wa^iinKton  and  the  encmjr "  ;  but  Congress  "  post- 
poned "  (he  con!>idi:n'Jun. 
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who  is  to  recruit  or  who  can  consider  themselves  as 
Officers  for  that  purpose  till  the  Conventions  of  the 
different  States  have  made  the  appointments. 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  exchange  between  Lord 
Stirling  and  Governor  Brown  was  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  his  Lordship  is  now  here.  He  confirms  the 
intelligence  mentioned  by  Captain  Souther,  about  the 
transports  he  met,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Daphne  man- 
of-war  (a  twenty-gun  ship)  a  few  days  ago.  with  twelve 
ships  under  her  convoy,  having  light-horse  on  board. 
They  sailed  with  about  twenty  in  each,  and  lost  about 
eighty  in  their  passage,  besides  those  in  the  vessel 
taken  by  Captain  Souther.  He  further  adds,  that  he 
had  heard  it  acknowledged  more  than  once,  that,  in 
the  action  of  the  i6th  ultimo,  the  enemy  had  a  hxm- 
dred  men  killed,  about  sixty  Highlanders,  of  the 
forty-second  regiment,  and  forty  of  the  hght  infantry. 
This  confession,  coming  from  themselves,  we  may 
reasonably  conclude,  did  not  exaggerate  the  number. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Resolve  which  you  were 
pleased  to  transmit  me,  I  called  upon  the  Members 
who  concurred  in  the  acquittal  of  McCumber  to  as- 
sign their  reasons.  Inclosed  you  have  their  answer, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  the  direction  has  given 
them  great  uneasiness,  and  from  the  information  I 
have  received,  it  has  become  a  matter  of  much  more 
genera!  concern  than  could  have  been  expected,  in  so 
much  that  I  will  take  the  hbcrty  to  advise  that  it  may 
rest  where  it  is,  having  heard  that  most  of  the  Offi- 
cers have  become  party  to  it,  and  consider  that  the 
Resolve  materially  affects  the  whole. 

Ociober  <^th, — About  eight  o'clock  this  morning- 
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two  ships,  of  forty-four  guns  each,  supposed  to  be 
the  Roebuck  and  Phoenix,  and  a  frigate  of  twenty 
guns,  with  three  or  four  tenders,  got  under  way  from 
about  Bloomingdale  where  they  had  been  lying  some 
time,  and  stood  with  an  easy  southerly  breeze  towards 
our  ch€vaux-d€'frise,  which  we  hoped  would  have  in- 
tercepted their  passage  while  our  batteries  played 
upon  them  ;  but,  to  our  surprise  and  mortification, 
they  ran  through  without  the  least  difficulty,  and 
without  receiving  any  apparent  damage  from  our 
forts,  though  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  from  both 
sides  of  the  river.  Their  destination  or  views  can- 
not be  known  with  certainty  ;  but  most  probably  they 
are  sent  to  stop  the  navigation,  and  cut  off  the  sup- 
plies of  boards,  &c..  which  we  should  have  received, 
and  of  which  we  are  in  great  need.  They  are  stand- 
ing up,  and  I  have  despatched  an  express  to  the 
Convention  of  this  State,  that  notice  may  be  immedi- 
ately communicated  to  General  Clinton  at  the  High- 
land fortifications,  to  put  him  on  his  guard  in  case 
they  should  have  any  designs  against  them,  and  that 
precautions  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  craft  belong- 
ing to  the  river  from  falling  into  their  hands, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


'  "The  CammaiKJing  Officer  of  tbeKangenhnvingrepreKented,  that  Soldiers 
■ra  ooB^UBlly  itram^ling  doM-n  to  Uulcm,  aad  otlicr  Places,  frequcmly  with- 
out Armx — anil  itiat  wben  he  lias  apprebcDded,  and  M^nt  Uieni  lo  iheLr  regiments, 
DO  farther  notice  has  been  taken  of  them  ;  u  this  h  a  plain  breach  ol  General 
Ordere,  the  General  bnj>c^  there  is  some  mislakc  in  the  Matter;  hovererte 
prevent  it  in  fulurc  he  nnw  nrrleis  that  no  officer  <ir  idtiliet  (Kangert  enceptcd) 
go  01)  an)'  pretence  beyond  lh«  linn,  nilhuul  Invc  from  hinMlf,  a  Major 
Ueneral,  the  Brigadier  of  ibe  day,  01  ihe  Adjutant  General,  in  writing  ;  nnles« 
either  of  those  ofBcers  ore  with  them  in  penoQ.     And  in  order  to  distin^ish 


TO    MAJOR-CEXERAL    HEATH. 

KlNOTdlKIDCE,    liAKtLRK    HklSHTt, 

9  October,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  letter  of  yesterday  is  before  me,  with  the  list 
enclosed ;  but  this  is  doing  tlie  matter  by  halves 
only,  and  the  delay  must  inevitably  defeat  the  end, 
as  it  is  Impossible,  from  the  nature  of  things  that  the 
diflferent  governments  can  withold  the  nomination  of 
officers  much  longer.  I  therefore  entreat  you  to 
delay  not  a  moment's  time  in  summoning  the  ofificers 
(under  sanction  from  me)  to  consider  of  this  matter, 
that  the  lists  may  be  forwarded.  The  Committee  of 
Congress  directed  this.  General  Lincoln  earnestly 
recommended  it.  Governor  Trumbull  has  requested 
it  in  precise  terms.  In  short,  the  good  of  the  service 
and  our  duty,  render  it  necessary*  let  It  be  received  in 
never  so  unfavorable  a  light,  (which,  by  the  by  I  do 
not  conceive  to  be  the  case)  by  the  States  they  are 
sent  to.  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  consult  the 
field  officers  with  respect  to  the  Captains,  &c.  I 
beseech  you  once  more  to  delay  no  time.  And  I 
beseech  you  to  exhort  the  officers  you  consult  to  lay 
aside  all  local  prejudices  and  attachments  in  their 
choice.  The  Salvation  of  their  country,  and  all  we 
a.re   contending    for,    depends    (under    Providence) 

the  Rangcn,  ihey  are  to  vi«r  something  urJiilr  round  iheir  arms.  H  any  kuch 
•txniil^cr  is  Found  ticrc-tfier.  he  is  \o  b«  u«nl  lo  Ihr  (juariQT-giianJ  of  ihc 
regiment,  iried  by  »  R^tnento)  Court  Martial,  and  teceire  ten  Ljuhei 
immc<lialcLy. 

"The  Gcticral,  to  prevent  Any  pica  □(  t);nu ranee,  Bgnin  repeals  his  order 
againct  all  Kinih  of  Claming,  a*  dr«truclivv  and  prrnidouK  to  the  stnticc.  lie 
hopei  ihe  olTicen  vrill  act  no  exampln  of  ihb  kind,  and  that  they  will  punbli  it 
ftmoQg  tbe  niea,''^-Ordtrfy  Btok,  8  October,  1776. 
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upon  a  good  choice  of  officers  to  make  this  army 
formidable  to  the  enemy  and  serviceable  to  the 
cause  we  are  endeavoring  to  support  Men  who 
have  endeavored  to  support  the  character  of  officers, 
and  who  have  not  placed  themselves  upon  a  level  with 
the  common  soldiery,  are  fit  to  be  preferred.  Officers 
of  the  latter  class  will  never — in  short,  they  cannot — 
conduct  matters  with  propriety ;  but  I  need  not 
point  out  the  qualifications  necessary  to  constitute  a 
good  officer :  Your  own  observations  and  good  judg- 
ment will  readily  point  out  who  are,  and  who  are  not 
fit  for  the  new  appointment.  I  would  have  you  con- 
fine yourself  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  officers.  *  *  * 


TO    GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

Headquarters,  Harleu  Heights, 
q  October,  1776. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  and  the  promise  con- 
tained in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  beg  leave  to  trans- 
mit you  the  enclosed  list,  comprehending  the  names 
of  such  gentlemen  as  are  recommended  by  the  gen- 
eral officers  from  your  State  as  proper  persons  to  be 
promoted  in  the  regiments  you  are  about  to  raise, 
with  the  ranks  which  they  conceive  they  ought  to 
bear.  Sensible  that  the  very  existence,  that  the  well- 
doing of  every  army,  depends  upon  good  officers,  1 
urged,  I  pressed,  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  busi- 
ness was  confided,  and  whose  situation  has  given 
them  an  opportunity  of  being  better  acquainted 
through  the  different  ranks  than   I   am,  to  pay  their 


I 
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most  serious  attention  to  the  matter,  and  to  return 
such,  and  only  sucli,  as  will,  in  their  estimation,  by 
their  fidelity,  attachment,  and  good  conduct,  promote 
the  great  end  we  have  in  view — the  establishment  of 
our  rights  and  the  happiness  of  our  country,  by  that 
mode  which  sad  necessity  has  compelled  us  to  pursue. 
This,  I  hope  they  have  done ;  they  have  taken  no 
notice  of  any  ofificer  in  the  Northern  army,  or  of 
those  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  (Huntington's) 
who  were  taken  on  Long  Island,  whose  imprisonment 
I  should  suppose,  if  they  have  merit,  should  be  no 
objection  to  their  having  promotion  ;  nor  do  they 
mean  by  the  list  they  have  given  in.  to  preclude 
others  of  greater  merit  than  those  they  have  men- 
tioned, if  they  are  to  be  found. 

Congress,  by  a  late  resolution,  have  allowed  a  pay- 
master to  each  regiment ;  in  the  appointment  of 
which  I  would  recommend  that  particular  care  be 
had  to  the  choosing  men  intimately  acquainted  with, 
and  well  versed  in  accounts,  and  who  will  be  able  to 
keep  them  in  a  fair  and  distinct  manner ;  as  they  will 
have  not  only  to  receive  the  regiment's  pay,  but  to 
keep  accounts  of  every  transaction  incident  to  them 
— such  as  respect  their  clothes,  &c.  In  some  appoint- 
ments lately  made  by  the  field  officers,  to  whom  I 
submitted  the  matter,  they  nominated  men  who  could 
not  write  their  names  legibly. 

As  our  present  army  is  upon  the  eve  of  their  disso- 
lution, it  behooves  us  to  exert  every  nerve  to  enlist 
immediately  for  the  new  one.  Without.  1  am  con- 
vinced, we  shall  have  none  to  oppose  the  enemy  ;  and 
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who  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  spread  havoc  and 
devastation  wheresoever  they  will.  I  would  therefore 
submit  it  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  may  not 
be  proper,  as  soon  as  you  have  made  choice  of  your 
officers,  and  which  1  think  should  be  efTectcd  as  early 
as  possible,  to  appoint  a  committee,  with  power  to 
repair  to  this  place  and  make  such  arrangements  as 
may  be  necessary  with  respect  to  those  who  are  now 
in  the  service,  in  order  that  they  may  begin  to  recruit 
out  of  the  present  corps  without  any  loss  of  time. 

I  perceive  the  Generals  in  the  list  they  have  made, 
have  set  down  the  Commissary  for  a  regiment  In 
this  I  think  they  have  done  exceedingly  right,  and 
that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  reward  justly  due  his 
merits,  in  case  he  should  quit  his  present  department. 
However,  I  hope  the  apprehensions  which  have  given 
rise  to  this  step  will  never  become  realities,  and  that 
he  will  continue  in  his  office,  and  upon  such  terms 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  him  ;  but  lest  he  should 
decline,  the  provision  they  have  made  is  extremely 
proper. 

I  this  minute  saw  General  Spencer,  who  informed 
me  that  they  had  never  taken  the  officers  prisoners 
on  Long  Island  into  consideration,  in  making  out 
their  arrangements,  not  knowing  whether  they  could 
be  noticed  in  their  present  situation.  I  have  made 
out  a  list  of  them  ;  and  as  I  have  before  observed,  if 
they  are  men  of  merit,  their  Imprisonment  most  cer- 
tainly should  not  operate  to  their  prejudice,  if  it  can 
be  avoided.  If  a  principle  of  that  sort  was  adopted, 
it  would  give  the  greatest  discouragement,  and  have 
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a  direct  tendency  to  suppress  every  brave  and  manly 

enterprise  which  might  be  attended  with  captivity. 

»  »  »  #  *  » 

On  yesterday  morning,  three  ships  of  war  (two 
of  forty-four  and  the  other  of  twenty  guns),  with  two 
or  three  tenders,  passed  up  the  North  River,  without 
meeting  any  Interruption  from  the  chcvaux-dc-frisc,  or 
receiving  any  material  damage  from  our  batteries. 
tho  they  kept  a  heavy  fire  at  them  from  both  sides  of 
the  river.  Their  views  most  probably  are,  to  cut  off 
all  supplies  of  boards,  &c.,  which  might  come  down 
the  river,  and  of  which  we  shall  have  great  need, 

1  have  given  directions  to  proceed  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble in  carrying  on  the  obstnictions,  and  I  would  fain 
hope,  if  they  allow  us  a  little  more  time,  that  they 
will  be  so  far  completed  as  to  render  the  passage 
dangerous,  if  not  altogether  insecure.  I  have  the 
honor>  &c.' 

'  "  I  ituUl,  therefore,  be|[  leave  to  add  only,  tbat,  as  the  wctl-doins.  nay,  tbe 
veiy  existence  of  every  army,  to  any  profitable  pur^io^n,  (lepeiidi  upon  it,  too 
much  K£«nl  nnnot  be  had  to  the  choosing  of  tn«n  of  merit,  and  such  &s  arc 
not  only  under  the  influence  uf  a  warm  allAchment  to  Iheir  counlr>',  hnt  whn 
dao  posses*  Kcnlimcnls  and  princi[)](«  of  the  Ktrict»t  honor.  Men  of  thii 
chaivcter  are  fit  fur  iifltcc,  and  will  use  their  bcit  endeavors  to  introduce  ihat 
discipline  and  inltordination,  which  arc  ciAcntial  to  go»d  order,  and  itiKpire 
tluti  confidence  in  the  men,  which  alone  cnn  give  tuccew  to  the  intercalinE  and 
bnportani  cuatckl  io  which  we  are  engaged.  I  would  alao  be^  leave  to  subjoin, 
that  it  appeani  to  me  absolutely  necciuary,  tha.t  thi»  biuincM  should  have  your 
c«r)iesl  attention,  tliat  those,  who  are  nominated,  may  employ  their  interest 
and  influence  to  recruit  men  out  o(  your  corpi,  who  arc  now  here,  and  without 
k>H  of  lime. 

"In  reijiccl  lo  the  officers,  that  were  in.  the  Canada  expedition,  their  be- 
havior and  merit,  and  the  nevcriticn  they  have  nperienced,  entitle  ihem  to  a 
psiticnlsr  notice  in  roy  opinion.  However,  as  they  arc  under  their  paroles.  I 
wanld  rccommenct  that  vacancica  should  he  reserved  (or  Nnch  as  you  think  tit 
lo  promote,  not  wishing  theng  lo  accept  commii>&{on>  immediately,  rtor  lo  do  the 
IcasI  act,  which  may  be  interpreted  an  a  viulatioa  of  their  cngiigemcnt.     Tbdr 
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P.  S.  In  respect  to  the  appointment  of  officers,  1 
would  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  merit  of  the  officers 
who  went  through  the  Canada  expedition  with  Gen- 
eral Arnold,  should,  in   my  opinion,  be  particularly 

releuenicnt,  I  liopc,  wrUI  be  loon  oblaincd,  as  I  think  Ihcm  entitled  to  Ihc  fini 
exchange,  and  this  1  have  mentioned  toCangreits.  I  Halter  myself,  that  the 
freedom  [  have  taken  in  the  inntanccs  above,  will  hare  the  indulgence  and  paiv 
don  of  your  Stale,  when  1  assure  you,  thai  ibc  ]ist,  yuu  will  rvcdrc,  u  not  in- 
tended lu  exclude  gcutlemcn  of  greater  merit,  nor  traoxmitled  with  other  «iew^ 
than  to  axiiit  yon,  and  promote  the  general  good  :  and,  alto,  that  tbc  iDMnre 
has  been  recommended  by  a  Comniitiec  of  Congress,  who  were  pleased  to 
honor  me  wilh  a  visit  " — Watkinalon  lo  Cvwrmtr  C««kt,  13  October.  1776. 

"  The  General  positively  forbids  coveting  the  bottoms  of  tents  with  earth,  as 
in  a  few  days  that  Situation  must  render  them  totally  unfit  for  .wnricc— The 
Commanding  Olhcer  of  each  Corpt,  will  Inkc  care  In  sec  that  (his  Order  is 
strictly  complied  with  in  his  own  Encampment.  In  order  thai  the  rej^ments 
may  get  out  of  tents  «<■  boon  wt  |>astib]e.  the  Brigadiers  may  apply  lo  the  Qr.  M. 
General  for  boards,  and  uoilci  bis  direction,  employ  the  spare  time  ol  their 
men  in  buildini;  barracks,  or  hntls,  fit  for  Winter  ttse — these  butts,  or  bAiraclit, 
ore  to  be  built  uiih  regularity.  The  Works  of  defense  ate  not  to  be  rcUidcd 
by  ibcsc  buildi»g%  ;  they  arc  to  be  advanced  by  the  men  o9  duly,  if  tnoU  are 
to  be  had  for  them  to  work." — Orderly  Btmk,  q  Oclo'ier.  1776. 

"  If  the  weather  is  favorable  to  Morrow  Momiiii{  the  General  porposa  10 
visit  the  iroopn  at  iheir  Alann-posi*.  Commanding  Officen  of  re^mcnts,  and 
others,  ore  desiied  10  make  themselves  well  ac(|naintcd  with  their  Alarm  I'oats, 
and  the  bcii  nayit  10  tlicm  ;  nml  also  witb  Ihe  Oround  In  General,  upon  which 
they  may  he  called  to  act,  so  as  to  avail  ihcmtelvct  of  every  advantage.  U 
OfTicers  do  not  acquire  this  knowledge,  Ihcy  will  Miis  Ibc  bc&t  opportunity  of 
diitinguishing  Ihemselvet,  and  serving  their  Conntry,''^On/<rr^  Bfi»Jt,  lo 
October,  1776. 

"TuroHachcms  of  the  CitU|;hnuai;as,  witb  Mr.  Deane,  the  interpreter,  have 
been  with  me,  and  spent  three  or  four  duys.  I  showed  ihcm  every  civiUty  in 
my  power,  and  prescTitcd  them  with  such  necefsaries  as  oar  barren  stores  afford 
and  (hey  were  pleiiscd  to  take.  1  also  had  Ihem  shown  all  our  worlcs  upon  this 
island,  which  [  bad  manned  to  give  'cm  an  idea  of  our  force,  and  tu  do  away 
with  ihc  lalac  tioLious  they  might  have  imbibed,  from  the  iale»  llial  have  been 
propagated  among  'em.  They  iccmed  !□  think  wc  were  amazingly  strong,  and 
said  thoy  had  seen  enough  without  going  lo  our  posts  in  Jency  or  to  tbe  Mbet 
side  of  Ilarleui  river.  They  took  their  dcpatture  yesterday  mamiag,  and  t 
hope  wilh  no  unfavomhle  impressions."^  Ifo/AiM^/^n  U  Geiunt  Sekmj^ter,  lO 
October.  1776. 

"  As  there  is  an  absoltile  necesnty  for  the  business  of  the  Army  lo  be  carried 
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noticed.  They  are  now  upon  their  parole,  and  can- 
not act ;  but  should  not  suitable  provision  be  made 
for  them  against  their  releasement,  which  I  should 
suppose  ought  to  be  among  the  first  ? 

^wtlh  re^larity,  and  lo  do  lliis,  that  the  OHicen  of  esidi  department  thonld 
ihc  regulation  and  direction  of  Mnlicn,  a|>peTtainin|;  to  ihcir  rcfpective 
Ofliceii,  in  Order  tlut  th«>'  may  become  atuenablc  to  lh«  public,  or  tlic  Coni- 
nander  in  Chief,  when  csllcd  upon  ; — it  vt  hereby  directed  by  the  General,  that 
no  Hor&e,  or  Watson,  shall  be  lAkon  by  ony  officer,  af  whatever  Rank,  wiih- 
OBt  an  Oixter  from  Head  Quoncrs.  the  Qr.  M.  General,  or  W.iggon  Muter 
General.  Itul  where  eillirrarc  wanted  for  rcgimcnlal  u»cs,  the  iip]ilicMtion  shall 
go  from  Ibc  Comiuaadiii|{  Odicer  ul  the  Regiment,  in  writing  to  the  Q.  M.  Gl. 
or  W.  M.  Gl.^who  will  iaue  hia  otdert  llierefor  ;  and  if  wanted  for  th« 
dlspAich  o(  public  btKino&s  th^  application  to  be  nude  by  the  Engineer  in  writ- 
ing— «J1  Teamii  belonging  lo  the  public,  or  in  their  pay.  arc  lo  be  dclivcicd  lo  ihc 
Quarter  Muter  General,  rcgislcicd,  aod  under  his  dlicctlon. — Tbc  Quarlci 
Ma*lct  General  ix  tii  take  especial  care  of  all  Grain  and  Hiiy,  belonging  In  the 
Pnblir,  and  »c*  that  none  ol  ii  is  dcliTCied,  bot  by  his  order:  and  as  lh«M 
Article*  aie  *«irce.  il  is  ordered,  (hat  all  Offic«rs,  whow  duty  Joe*  not  obli|{e 
tlieni  to  l)«  on  hoxiieback,  dispone  of  the  Korses,  or  s«nd  ihnn  out  of  Camp, 
iiD mediately,  as  ptovcndcr  cannot  be  spared  for  (hem  on  any  pretence. 

"  No  Boards  arc  to  he  taken  for  Ibe  use  of  any  Brigade,  or  Regiment,  with- 
out ord«rs,  nor  delivered  but  by  order  of  the  Quarter  Master  General,  wlio 
ia  lo  make  ta  equal  a  distrihution  among  the  Regiments  ax  may  be,  and  nee 
Ihcy  are  put  in  th«  beet  tisc  possihle,  and  with  n>>  little  waste,  as  there  may  b« 
diflncnlly  in  Jjeiting  Ibem." — Qr'ttrfy  BMik,  tl  Ottuber,  1776. 

"  The  Gcnen]  exprculy  orders,  that  the  Men  hat-e  four  days  provisions  rtady 
ttrrued.  at  all  limes,  for  wttidi  purpose  the  ComnDi-i&arics,  or  the  Deputies,  are 
lo  keep  the  Butchers  conManily  billing,  Iil1  nuch  supply  is  had,  and  one  man 
from  every  Mess  is  to  be  keep  cooking.  The  commanding  Otficcrs  of  regi- 
ments, and  others,  are  most  earnestly  requested  to  see  this  order  carried  inCo 
immediate  execution, 

"  As  the  Enemy  seems  now  lo  l>e  endeavoring  lo  itrike  som«  slroke,  before 
the  close  of  the  Campaign,  the  Gcncnl  rooxt  earnestly  conjures,  both  officers 
and  men,  if  Ihcy  have  any  Love  for  their  Country,  and  Concern  for  its  Lihertla ; 
regnrd  lo  the  safety  of  their  Parents,  Wives,  Chiklren  and  Countrymen,  that 
Ihey  will  act  with  lir:i%-ery,  and  Spirit,  becoming  the  C'-nn>e  ii>  which  Ihcy  are 
engaged  ;  And  to  encourage,  and  animate  them  so  lo  do,  there  in  every  Advati- 
lage  of  Giuund  and  Situati<>n,  to  that  if  we  do  mil  conquer,  il  must  be  our 
own  fanUs — How  much  belter  will  it  be  lo  die  honorable,  fighting  in  the  field, 
tlian  to  retnm  home  covered  with  xhame  and  disgrace ;  even  if  the  cruelty  of 
'3att  Enemy  should  allow  yon  lo  retatn?    A  brave  and  gallant  behavior  for  a 
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TO  GOVERNOR   TRUMBULU 

tiEiGiiTS  or  Hakkum,  1$  October,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  was  last  night  favored  witK  your  Letter  of  the  6th' 
Inst,  with  the  return  of  Prisoners  in  your  state  for 
which  I  thank  you.    It  is  properly  made  out.     Everyj 
day's  intelligence  from  the  Convention  of  this  State] 
mentions  plots  and  conspiracies,  which  are  in  agita- 


fcw  <1aj^  And  patience  under  same  Utile  hardships,  may  Ktve  oar  eunntry,  and 
enable  ux  (o  gu  into  Winter  Quariert  with  Milcty  nnil  Iionor." — Orderly  Btok^ 

13  October,  1776. 
"  It  betn^  necessary  ainee  the  Late  movement  of  (be  enemy  to  form  tone' 

pljin,  the  General  pioposen  a  Toeeting  tA.  the  General  Officen  tbts  day.  al 
twelve  o'clock,  si  or  near  King's  Bridge.  He  desires  you  would  give  (ho«e  ia 
your  dlvtdon  notice  of  It.  with  a^  liicle  slir  as  po^iible,  and  by  the  return  of  ibc 
■DCEScnger  let  him  know  when;  you  would  faav«  tbem  locet,  as  we  an  Hltaagera 
10  a  tuitabic  place." — Retd  tc  Gencnl  Htath,  13  October,  1776, 

"  lite  Hri^cK  which  will  then  rciniiin  on  the  Inland,  will  be  in  two  Divi- 
sions; the  firsi  composed  of  lIcAid's,  Beair^  and  Weedon's,  (o  be  nndcr  the 
Oimmand  of  Major  tJenl.  Putnam — The  second  connsting  of  I^rd  Stiriin(j's,.| 
Wadsworth's,  and  Fellows's,  to  lie  under  the  Command  of  Major-GeneiaL' 
Spencer, 

"  Genl.  Pptnam  will  attend  pattkularly  to  alt  ibc  works,  and  neoeasary  places 
of  defence,  from  the  Line  which  wa&  intended  10  be  run  acro«t  from  Head 
Quarters,  inclusively  up  to,  and  including  the  Worlia  upon,  the  Island,  above 
that  place,  at  fur  as  hath  usually  been  considered  as  beloD|[;tn|f  to  thU  diviidon 
of  the  Army— He  will  bIkd  attend  particulaily  to  the  Works  abont  Mount  Wagh- 
ington,  and  to  ibc  obstructions  in  the  Kivcr,  which  sbguld  be  incfcsMd  as  fast 
as  pouible. 

"  Gent.  Spencer  is  to  lake  charge  of  all  the  Works  from  Head  Quarters  to  our 
front  lines,  to  the  South;  and  attend  particutarly  la  all  weak  places;  seeing 
ihey  are  secured  as  well  as  time,  and  circumstances  will  permit.  Dut  as  there 
may  be  more  fatigue  men  wanted  in  one  divi'iion  than  the  other,  they  are  each 
tu  fumikli  fur  »uch  Works  an  the  Chief  Engineer  khall  direct ;  iteetng  that  the 
duty  (all  equally  upon  the  ofliccre  and  men  of  each  division. "^Or^rri^  Bwk, 

14  October,  1776, 

On  this  day  Waj^Iiingtun  accumpinied  by  the  Generml  of&cen.  went  into  East., 
and  Westchester  to  reconnoitre  the  Tarions  passes  and  grounds.  General  Lee 
was  ordered  to  the  command  of  that  part  of  the  army,  now  the  largest,  lying 
above  King'n  Uridge,  hut  was  rcqueiitrd  not  to  exercise  the  eommsnd  for  a  day 
or  two,  until  hr  could  make  himself  ac<|uaiiited  witli  Uw  pott,  ita  dicumsiancea, 
and  ananicement  of  duty.     HeBth*ii  Mtmmrt, 
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tion  among  the  disaffected.'  The  enclosed  copy  of  a 
letter,  which  I  received  yesterday  from  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  one  of  the  members,  and  who  is  also 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  will  show  you  his  ideas 
of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  this  government,  and 
their  apprehensions  of  insurrections.  The  observa- 
tions he  has  been  pleased  to  favor  me  with,  through 
the  whole  of  his  letter,  seem  to  mc  to  be  too  well 
founded/     The  movements  of  the  enemy,  their  hav- 

'  Mr.  llftrrisoR  wrote  to  Ihc  IVeaiil^nt  o\  Congrets  on  the  141b,  (lie  General 
having  f[OB«  to  vi«Mr  the  pusn  alwre  KIdk's  Bridge  :— 

"Every  day's  inicUigcnce  front  Uie  Convention  of  tbtt  State,  holds  forth 
diKovcrics  of  new  plots,  and  of  new  conspiracies.  Some  of  the  Memben 
»«em  to  Apprc)iend,  that  MisDnderslandingi  ore  upon  the  Eve  of  breaking  out, 
and  have  suggested  ihc  necessity  of  seicing  and  Mcuring  the  passes  thro  the 
Highlands,  Xtsi  ihc  di^-aiTectcd  ihould  do  it.  Their  preservation  hcing  ■ 
matter  of  the  grestesl  ttnpnriance,  his  Excellency,  notwiihtlanding  the  situation 
we  arc  in  with  ie»pect  to  Troup«,  has  detnched  Colo.  Ta«h  with  his  Regiment, 
lately  from  New  Hampahire.  in  addition  to  the  Militia  mentianed  in  ttis 
Uat,  with  directions  to  receive  orders  from  the  Convention  as  to  the  Station 
and  post  he  i*  to  occupy. 

"  There  ar«  now  In  our  posscanion  Several  persons,  inhabitants  of  this  Stale, 
who  had  engaged  tu  join  the  Enemy,  and  whu  were  ititemiplcd  in  going  to 
them  ;  there  are  alto  two,  who  ooafcss  they  have  hem  with  ihem  and  that  they 
had  actually  ent^ed  in  their  service ;  but  findinc  the  Terms,  (Ihc  bunnty,  pay, 
&c.)  not  so  advantageous  as  they  expeetcd  from  the  information  they  had 
received,  they  were  induced  to  rcium.  As  the  Affairs  of  this  Government  are 
in  a  precAriotu  situation,  and  kuch  as  the  Convention  themielvet  seem  to  think, 
forbid  their  interposition,  farther  than  taking  measures  to  apprehend  them,  hit 
ExccUeney  would  wiiih  to  obtain  tlic  sentiincnts  of  Congreu  and  iheir  direction, 
npoB  a  Subject  so  extremely  critical  and  delicate,  and  which  in  the  considcT- 
ation  of  it.  involves  maay  importani  cons«qu«iice&." 

*  "  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  received  lait  night  from  the  Convention  of 
this  State  will  show  you  the  apprehensions  they  arc  under,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
aReded  among  them.  1  h.ive  (Ordered  up  a  part  cl  the  militia  from  Massachu- 
setts nnder  General  Lincoln,  to  prerenl,  if  possible,  the  oonseiiuencea,  which 
ihcy  tuggeti  may  happen,  and  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  conspirators 
have  ta  contemplation.  I  am  persuaded,  that  they  arc  u|7an  the  eve  of  breaking 
oat,  and  thai  ihcy  will  leave  nothing  uneuayed,  that  will  disircta  us  and  favor 
the  decign*  of  the  enemy,  as  toon  as  their  schemes  arc  ripe  lor  It." —  Woikittg- 
t«tf  to  tkf  PrttidtHt  a/  C«mgrtsi,  13  October.  1776. 
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ing  sent  up  some  of  their  ships  in  the  North  River, 
their  landing  a  large  proportion  if  not  the  main  body 
of  their  army  on  Frog's  Point,  (or  rather  Island  as  it 
is  surrounded  by  water  everj*  Flood  tide,)  nine  miles 
above  this  on  the  sound — '  added  to  these  the  infor- 


'"Tlic  groiinds  from  Frog's  Poiot  Arc  strung  uid  dcfcti'^iblc,  being  foil  of 
(tone  fences,  boih  along  the  rood  and  acrokn  llic  a<ljacc-nl  fielfU,  wbich  will  ren- 
der it  dtflicuk  far  artillery,  or  indeed  a  large  liody  of  foot  to  advance  iu  anjr 
cc][u)ai  ordvr,  cxcspt  ihrougb  the  main  road.  Our  men,  who  ar«  posted  on  ibe 
ptJUKX,  Metned  10  be  b  good  ^piiHu  wliea  I  left  them  Itui  siglil." — Wtuhimgbm 
t»  iht  Preti<ifnt  e/  Coiigrrss,  I3  Octoljcr.  1776. 

"  October  ]7ih.  1  am  directed  by  his  Exccllencjr  loacqiuunijrou,  that  we  are 
•gain  nbliged  to  change  out  dispoailian  la  counlentct  the  opcratioRs  of  the 
Enemy  drdining  an  attack  upon  our  front,  ihry  have  drawn  ibe  Main  body  of 
their  Aroiy  10  Frogs  point  with  a  design  of  hetniniu):  u»  in,  and  drawing  a  line 
in  our  rctu.  To  pievent  the  consequences  which  wuuld  but  too  probably  follow 
the  exccstioD  of  their  Scheme,  the  General  Otriceri  dctirmined  yesterday  that 
our  forccH  muNt  be  tAken  from  hence,  and  extended  towards  Eut  &  West  Chcv 
ter  30  as  (a  out  flaiik  them.  Gcnl.  Lee  who  arrived  on  Monday,  has  strongly 
urged  the  .iliKcilulc  nccesaity  of  the  measure.  It  i%  pro|io«ed  to  leave  a  Garriton 
at  Kurt  Washington,  and  to  Maint.iin  it  if  pnssible,  in  order  to  prewrvv  the  tom- 
municntiuii  with  the  Jerseys.  T1icy  aie  landipig  their  Artillery  and  wiigons 
Upon  the  point,  and  there  arc  now  several  boaiA  passing  up  the  Sound  full 
of  them." 

I-'rani  the  Precftdings  ef  tJie  CauncU  */  iVar,  tktaiir  16M  — ••  Alter  nuch 
cionsidcration  and  debate.  Ihc  following  question  was  put,  '  Wbctljcr,  it  haring 
appeared,  tint  the  olul  ru-i: lions  in  Uic  Ninth  Kivet  have  pravcd  insuHicicnt, 
and  that  ihe  enemy's  whole  force  ia  in  onr  rear  at  l-'rog's  1*01111,  it  is  now  dceinetl 
possible  in  our  pie&ent  situation  to  prevent  the  eueoiy  from  cutting  ofl  ihccom- 
muntcnliun  with  tlic  country,  and  compelling  us  to  bght  tiKm  at  all  disadran* 
loges,  or  Buncndei  prisoners  at  discretion  ? '  Agreed,  with  but  one  disaenting 
voice,  namely,  General  Clintoii,  thai  It  is  not  pouible  to  prevent  Ihe  commutii* 
cation  froni  being  c»t  oil,  and  that  one  of  the  consequences  mentioned  in  the 
question  must  certainly  follow.  Agreed,  that  Fort  Washington  be  retained  oc 
long  AS  pouiblc" 

This  laM  decision  appears  to  have  been  partly  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of 
Congrus.  poised  five  days  before,  desiring  General  Washington,  "  by  c«cry  an, 
ud  at  whatever  expense,  to  obstruct  effectually  the  navigation  of  the  river  be* 
twecn  Fort  Washinj^cjii  aud  Mount  Conitlilu tion,  ns  well  to  |(rcvcnt  the  regrefll 
of  the  enemy's  Irigales  lately  gone  up,  as  to  hinder  thera  from  receivii^ 
succour. " 
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mation  of  deserters, — all  afford  a  strong  presump- 
tion, nay,  almost  a  certainty,  that  they  are  pursuing 
their  original  plan  of  getting  in  our  rear  and  cutting 
off  alt  our  supplies.  Our  situation  here  is  not  exactly 
the  sante  as  it  was  at  New  York.  It  Is  rather  better. 
However,  as  we  are  obliged  to  divide  our  force  and 
guard  every  probable  place  of  attack  as  well  as  we 
can,  as  most  of  our  stores  are  here  and  about  Kings- 
bridge,  and  the  presentation  of  the  communication 
with  the  States  on  the  other  side  of  Hudson's  River, 
is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  it  will  not  be  possi- 
ble for  me  to  detach  any  more  assistance,  than  what 
I  have  already  done,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
passes  in  the  Highlands.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Tash, 
lately  from  New  Hampshire,  with  his  regiment  upon 
the  business  ;  and  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  possess  those  passes,  and  to  hold  them  free  and 
open.  I  would  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consid- 
eration, whether  you  can  spare  any  aid  upon  this 
interesting  occasion.  I  know  your  exertions  already 
are  great ;  I  know  you  have  a  large  number  of  men 
engaged  in  the  service,  in  this  and  the  northern 
army  ;  and  nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  men- 
tion this  matter  to  you,  were  it  not  for  the  alarming 
and  melancholy  consequences,  which  would  result 
from  the  enemy's  possessing  themselves  of  chose 
communications.  The  regiment  I  have  ordered  up 
is  to  receive  directions  from  the  Convention,  as  to 
the  posts  they  are  to  occupy,  supposing  them  to  be 
much  better  acquainted  with  the  places,  where  they 
should  be  stationed,  than   I  am.     If  it  is  in  your 


power  to  afford  any  assistance,  in  this  Instance  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  such  instructions  to  those,  you 
send,  as  you  shall  judge  necessary.  I  am  just  de- 
spatching an  engineer  to  the  Convention  to  throw  up 
some  small  works.  I  have  sent  two  regiments  of  the 
Massachusetts  militia  up  the  river,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  ships,  and  to  oppose  any  landing 
of  men,  that  they  may  attempt.  I  am  also  extend- 
ing every  part  of  my  force,  that  I  possibly  can,  tow- 
ards East  and  West  Chester,  to  oppose  the  enemy 
and  prevent  their  effecting  their  plan,  if  it  shall  be 
practicable,  but  our  numbers  being  far  inferior  to  the 
demands  for  men  1  cannot  answer  for  what  may 
happen,  the  most  in  my  power  shall  be  done.  I 
am,  &c.' 

'  "  The  Brigades  «re  sow  to  be  fonaed  into  Dimiona  (those  on  York  IiJmtid 
u  Mtftitinncd  in  Vcrterda)''*  Ordcn]  Nixon'*,  McBoug^'«,  and  that  com- 
mandcd  by  Cal.  Glover,  to  connpoie  one,  undor  iha  Command  of  Major  Geld. 
L«e — ParsonS,  Scotl't  and  Clinton's  anoOief,  under  ibe  Coiumand  ot  Major 
GciiL  licttlh — SalBtonstair>,  SergeantV  dad  Haad'a,  another,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Major  General  SnUivan  ;  and  ibc  HosachsMtEs  MUitiaaDotliBT,  under 
the  Crnnmand  of  Major  Oenl,  Lincoln. 

"  The  ticncral  in  oiosl  pressing  Icniis  cxhofli  all  Officers  coiniiiaodiag  dm* 
aionii,  briijailcs,  atiil  rcgiioenU,  Stc. — to  hnvc  their  Offit-cn,  and  the  Men,  under 
their  iDtpcctivc  CommamU,  proper))-  icifnnnrd  of  what  U  cxprcied  frnm  ihrm; 
ibal  no  confusion  may  arise  In  ca&e  we  should  be  suddenly  called  to  Action, 
which  then  is  no  kind  of  doubt,  is  near  at  hand,  and  he  Iiopei,  and  Aatten 
himself,  that  the  only  contention  will  be,  who  ^hall  render  the  most  acceptable 
service  to  hU  Country,  and  ht»  ra^lerily.  The  General  also  desires,  ihut  the 
Ofdcen  will  be  parliciilarly  attentive  to  ihe  Men'i  Arms  and  Ammanttion,  that 
Ihccc  may  be  no  dcjiiicncy,  or  application  for  Cartridges,  whcD  *rc  are  called 
into  the  field." — Orderly  Bock,  15  Otlobcr,  1776. 

At  Half  pa«t  one  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3olh.  Marriton  wrote  : 

"  The  enemy  are  jiuriuiiii;  with  g'^^'  Industry  thetr  plan  of  penetrating  the 
country  from  the  Sound,  and  of  forming  a  Line  in  our  Rear.     They  are 
extended  from  Frog'*  PiJint  lu  New  Rochetlc,  ftoni  wlicnce  it  in  generally  coi 
jcclurcd  they  mean  to  tnkc  their  Route  hy  way  o(  Ihe  White  I'lninn,  and  fi 
thence  to  draw  a  Line  to  the  North   River — We  on  uur  part,  have  drawn 


: 
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TO    MKS.    PHILIPS   OF    rHIUPSBORO. 

HkaO  QOARTtXS  AT  MX.  VaLKNTIME's, 
aa  October,  1776, 

Madam, 

The  misfortunes  of  War,  and  the  unhappy  circum- 
stances frequently  attendant  thereon  to  Individuals 
are  more  Co  be  lamented  than  avoided,  but  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  one,  to  alleviate  these  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  Far  be  it  from  me  then,  to  add  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  a  Lady,  who  I  am  but  too  sensible,  must 
already  have  suffered  much  uneasiness,  if  not  incon- 
venience on  account  of  Colonel  Philip's  absence. 

No  special  order  has  gone  forth  from  me,  for  re- 
moval of  the  stock  of  the  Inhabitants;  but  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  and  in  consequence  of  some  reso- 
lutions, of  the  Convention  of  this  State,  the  measure 
has  been  adopted :  However,  as  I  am  satisfied  it  is 

whole  fore?,  except  ihc  Rcgimcnn  intended  lo  (jArrison  Fart  Wftfthlngton, 
(roai  the  Inland  of  Ntvr  York,  anil  hnve  possessed  ourselves  of  Ihc  Hrights, 
passes  nod  ndrnnlkgrous  grounds  bclwocii  New  Rochcllc,  where  tlic  Vao  of 
tbeir  Army  now  Hm.  and  Ihc  Nortli  River.  They  will  in  all  probaliility  at- 
tempt to  cflect  their  purpo«v  b^  moving  highei  up.  iF  Ibey  do,  our  \m>x%  will 
mo^'v  aceoidincly,  it  bein)[  a  principal  object  to  prevent  their  out  Banking  uk. 
On  Frldnf  one  of  thcii  advanoed  panics  near  East  Chester  fell  in  with  part  of 
Colo.  Clover's  Orieadc  and  a  smart  and  cIom:  Kkirmi&h  ensued,  in  which  I  have 
U)e  pleasure  10  inform  ynu  our  men  behaved  vrilh  great  coolncu  and  Intrepidity 
and  drove  the  Enemy  baclc  to  their  main  body." 

"  The  hurried  Mtuation  of  the  General  (or  the  two  last  day*,  having  pre- 
Tenled  him  (mm  paying  that  attention  to  Col.  Glover,  and  the  OfBccre  and 
Soldiers  who  were  wich  him  in  the  tltirml&h  on  Friday  last,  that  their  Merit 
and  good  behavior  deservetl — He  flnttera  liinucif  that  hi»  thanks,  iha'  delayed, 
will  nevcrthclesi  be  acceptable  lo  ihcm.  as  they  arc  olfered  with  great  sincerity 
and  cordiality — At  the  same  time  he  hopes,  thai  every  other  pan  of  the  Arm^ 
will  do  tiicir  duty,  with  equal  duly  and  ccal  when  ever  called  upon  ;  and  that 
neither  dangen,  difficulties,  or  hardships  will  dluour^e  Soldier*,  engaged  ia 
the  Cause  of  Liberty,  and  contending  for  all  that  Free  men  hold  dear  and  vol- 
uble."— Orderly  Sofik,  ai  October,  1776. 
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not  meant  to  deprive  Families  of  their  necessary  sup- 
port, I  shall  not  withhold  my  consent  to  your  retain- 
ing such  parts  of  your  stock  as  may  be  essential  to 
this  purpose;  relying  on  your  assurancesand  promise 
that  no  more  will  be  detained ;  With  great  Respect, 
I  am,  Madam,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

Hrad-Quartshs.  VAiidTiMB'i  Hill, 
33  October,  1776, 

Dear  Sir, 

From  my  remote  situation,  and  my  ignorance  of 
the  country  in  which  the  army  under  your  command 
to  the  northward  is  to  act.  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
give  my  peremptory  orders,  or  scarcely  my  opinion,  as 
to  tifb  direction  of  matters  in  your  quarter.  I  am 
confident  your  own  good  sense,  zeal  and  activity  will 
suggest  to  you  the  most  probable  means  of  making 
amends  for  the  heavy  loss  we  have  sustained  by  the 
destruction  of  General  Arnold's  fleet  upon  Lake 
Champlain  ;  but  my  experience  of  the  many  evils 
attending  the  calling  in  of  a  body  of  raw  militia 
obliges  me  to  give  you  my  sentiments  upon  that 
head,  and  to  tell  you,  that  I  fear  they  will  render  you 
more  disservice  than  any  real  good.  From  their 
want  of  every  camp  necessary,  when  they  join  a  regu- 
lar army,  they  commit  an  intolerable  waste  of  stores, 
which  once  put  into  their  hands  can  scarcely  be  re- 
gained, and  are  so  mucli  dead  loss  to  the  public ;  and 
for  want  of  regularity  in  their  drafts  of  ammunition, 
provision,  and  other  necessaries,  they  consume  much 
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more  than  it  is  convenient  to  spare  from  a  garrison 
even  near  a  source  of  supplies,  much  less  from  one  at 
such  a  distance,  that  it  requires  every  exertion  to 
keep  up  the  magazines  in  the  best  of  times. 

I  have  been  informed,  that  Ticonderoga,  properly 
g^risoncd  and  supplied  with  provision  and  ammuni- 
tion, is  almost  impregnable,  even  at  a  season  of  the 
year  when  an  army  can  lie  before  it  with  the  greatest 
conveniency.  If  so,  instead  of  calling  up  a  number 
of  useless  hands  and  mouths,  for  such  I  deem  the 
militia  generally,  1  would  advise  the  collecting  of  as 
much  provision  as  can  possibly  be  got  together, 
which,  if  sufficient  for  nine  thousand  effective  men,  of 
which  number  your  army  consisted  by  General  Ar- 
nold's letter,  I  should  imagine  you  could  keep  Bur- 
goyne  and  Carleton  at  bay,  till  the  rigor  of  the 
season  would  oblige  them  to  raise  the  siege,  not  only 
from  want  of  conveniences  to  keep  the  field,  but  from 
the  fear  that  the  freezing  of  the  Lake  would  make 
their  return  impracticable  in  case  of  accident.  1 
would  recommend  the  removal  of  carriages  and  draft- 
cattle  of  all  kinds  from  the  country  adjacent,  that,  if 
they  should  attempt  to  slip  by  Ticonderoga,  by  any 
other  route,  and  come  down  upon  the  settlements, 
the  plan  should  be  rendered  abortive  for  want  of  the 
means  of  conveyance  for  their  baggage  and  stores.  I 
am  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  your  works,  and 
consequently  ignorant  of  the  number  of  men  neces- 
sary to  man  them.  If  your  present  numbers  should 
be  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  I  would  then  by  all 
means  advise  your  making  up  the  deficiency  out  of 
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the  best  regulated  militia  that  can  be  got  Some 
might  likewise  be  useful  in  bringing  up  supplies,  and 
fill  the  places  of  men,  who  would  render  more  service 
with  arms  in  their  hands.  You  will  always  be  kind 
enough  to  bear  in  mind,  that  I  am  giving  my  opinion, 
not  issuing  my  orders.  *^The  vexation  I  have  experi- 
enced from  the  humors  and  intolerable  caprice  of 
militia,  at  a  critical  time,  makes  me  feel  sensibly  for^M 
the  officer  who  is  to  depend  on  them  in  the  day  of  ^^ 
triaL'x  Upon  the  whole,  I  beg  you  may  not  be  inllu- 


'  "  Upon  Ibc  due  ref[UlatJon  And  Hisna|;cincnl  of  the  WkggOBs,  tbcheallh  uid 
lafelj'  of  (he  Army  enlirelj'  dcpciuli,  and  it  will  be  impotajble  lot  the  Quaitcr- 
Mastcr-Gcncral  to  have  any  rcgulariiy,  if  officcn  of  the  Anny  unden«lcc  to 
■eae  Waggons,  and  compel  ihegn  to  go  where  they  please.  The  Ceneral 
Ibercfofc  absoluldy  forbids  any  officer,  or  Soldier,  laking  a  Waggon  by  hJsovi 
Aathonty,  and  more  enpeciftlly  slopping  them,  wboi  sent  on  other  services,  as 
it  is  easy  to  lee  that  the  greateaC  cunfituan  muil  in  that  caM  ensue—When 
tewna  are  wanted  application  muvl  l>e  cna<Je  to  the  Quaiter- Master-Gene  ml  ta 
Us  1>cpaly.  and  every  Brigade,  or  Re^mcnC,  must  wait  till  the  (crrice  adjuds 
their  having  tbem  in  that  channel.  The  L-iimmanding  officers  of  ttgimenls  ar« 
also  required  to  appoint  some  spirited,  re.iolitte  officer,  to  attend  the  loading  of 
the  Waggons,  and  prevent  their  being  filled  with  lumber  and  improper  nrficle^ 
Tents,  and  the  pmper  Baggage  of  Ihc  Kcginicitl  are  only  tu  be  put  into  ibe 
Waggons  ;  all  others  must  be  left  behind  \  and  the  General  calls  upon  Ibe  Gen- 
eral officers,  and  the  Commanding  ofGccn  of  regiments,  to  set  an  example  to  the 
Soldiers."— Orrfff-/^  Bpck,  26  Otlober,  1776. 

"The  Gcncralobservingihnc  the  Army  teems  unacquainted  with  the  Enony'i 
Hone ;  and  that  when  any  parties  meet  with  them,  they  do  not  oppose  them 
with  the  same  Alacrity  which  they  show  in  other  cases;  thinVs  it  neoejtsary  to 
inform  thcofliccti  and  soldiers,  that  in  such  a  broken  cnunlry,  full  oF  idone 
walls,  there  is  no  Rncmy  more  to  be  despincd,  Sb  tlicy  cannot  leave  Ihc  road,  to 
that  any  party  atlacking  them  may  be  alwayK  sure  of  doing  it  to  advantage,  by 
taking  post  in  the  woods  by  the  roads  or  along  the  stone  walls,  where  Ihey  will 
not  venture  to  follow  them ;  and  as  an  cncuungemerti  to  any  brave  patties,  who 
will  endeavor  to  surprise  some  of  them,  the  General  oSeis  too  Dvllart  for  every 
Trooper,  with  hit  hlorse  and  Accanlrementi,  which  shall  be  bronglit  in  and  to 
in  proportion  for  any  part,  to  be  divided  according  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  the 
^u\y."— Orderly  Bock,  27  October,  1776. 

"  The  communication  between  this  and  the  grand  division  of  tbc  amy  >•  in 
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enced  by  any  thing  I  have  thrown  out  You  have 
had  experience  of  the  temper  of  the  people,  who  will 
probably  march  to  your  assistance,  and  therefore 
know  whether  they  differ  in  character  from  those, 
who  have  reinforced  the  army  under  my  command. 
In  full  confidence  that  you  will  do  what  seems  best 
to  your  judgment,  I  submit  the  matter  entirely  to 
you,  esteeming  myself  happy  if  any  hints  of  mine 
should  be  serviceable  to  you.     I  am.  &c. 

great  measure  cut  oB ;  therefore  it  will  be  some  line  bcfora  ^u  h&ve  any 
accoanl  fram  his  Excellenc?  CcBenl  Wuhiagtoa." — Gretnt  t«  the  Prttidmi  »f 
Congreii,  jS  October,  1776. 

"  The  General  ponlirely  (oibicU  *ny  penoti  goi>^  down  to  the  lines,  and 
firing  upon  the  enemy,  without  ■«  Orrfer  (rom  a  General  Officer— proper 
Koutini;  [ianie«  are  to  be  kept  oat  \>j  each  Major  GenenI,  for  intaHiftoot. 

"  The  Gcoetal  in  a  ndc  he  too^  yeaerday,  to  reconoiire  the  Gmnds  about 
this  way,  wasssrpri^d  and  shoclcd  10  liiid  botb  oficers  and  soldiery  straggling 
all  over  the  Couotry  under  one  idle  pretence  or  other,  when  tbejr  cannot  tell  the 
bi>ur  or  minute  ihc  Camp  may  be  attacked,  and  Iheir  tcnrices  indi.^peDsaMj 
necevary.  He  once  more  po»iliTely  orders  that  neither  Officer  or  Soldict. 
ihafl  uir  oat  of  Camp  <rithoal  leave,  the  fir*t  from  the  Brigadier,  nnder  trhom 
he  serve*,  and  the  latter  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Corps  ihay 
belong  ta 

"The  Provflfit  Manhal  U  to  take  up  all  stngglcn,  and  il  ir  enjoined  opon 
•D  oftcers  \a  leiie  erery  man,  who  fires  his  gun  without  leave,  and  to  have  him 
lied  up  immediately  and  receive  SO  Uihe^ 

"  It  is  with  aitoniahmeot  the  Genera]  hcan,  that  tome  officen  ha«c  taken 
l-Innes,  lietween  the  Enemy's  Camp  arid  onn>,  and  »ent  tbem  into  the  Country 
for  their  private  bm  :  Can  it  be  pocsible  that  pervons  bearing  Commissions, 
and  6ghting  in  such  a  cauM  can  degrade  themselves  into  Plunderers  of  hocvm> 
He  hopes  every  officer  will  set  his  face  against  it,  in  future  ;  and  does  Inrisi 
thai  the  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments,  immediaiely  enquire 
into  the  matter  and  report  to  him,  who  have  been  gnilty  of  these  practices,  and 
that  they  take  an  accotint  of  the  Hone*  m  their  respective  Encampments,  and 
M:nd  to  tlic  Quarlcrauutcr-Cencral,  all  that  arc  not  in  some  public  acrvicc." — 
Orderly  S^iri.  3111  October,  1776. 
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